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The Key ingredient for success and fulfillment in life 
 
Monday 10/26/2020 
 
I. Unity is a key ingredient for success and fulfillment in life. 
 Therefore if there is any encouragement in Christ, if there is any consolation 
 of love, if there is any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and 
 compassion, 2 make my joy complete by being of the same mind, 
 maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose. 3 Do 
 nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard 
 one another as more important than yourselves; 4 do not merely look out for 
 your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others. 5 Have this 
 attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, although He 
 existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be 
 grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being 
 made in the likeness of men. 8 Being found in appearance as a man, He 
 humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a 
 cross. Philippians 2:1-8 
 
 A. One of the biggest problems facing our world today is strained   
  relationships.  
  Paul says vs2 make my joy complete. He knew conflict kills happiness 
  1. No one is exempt and is able to live conflict free. 
  2. How do you handle conflict when it comes?  
  3. How are we to strive for unity?  
 B. How would you describe your relationship with other Christian  
  believers? 
  Would you use the words of Paul  
  1. Phil 1:7 It is right for me to feel this way about all of you,  
   since I have you in my heart. 

  2. Looking forward to weekly worship.  
  3. Can't wait to meet with my small group. 
   Or were you simply attending services.  
   Some people just punch their religious time card so they can  
   hurry back home to the life they have been able to build for  
   themselves. 
  4. One excuse is "I don't want to get too close to people and have  
   too much communication then I might get entangled too much  
   in their life and I want to avoid that. 
   a. Is that what being a Christian is? Not getting involved  
    with other people. Not caring 
 C. You can't have a successful anything; family, government, church if  
  people do not work together. 
  1. The challenge is how do you reduce conflict and increase  
   cooperation? Phil 2:8 "partnership in Christ" 
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  2. Paul wanted to safeguard the church then and us now against  
   the danger of disunity. 
  3. William Barclay an episcopal priest and theologian said  
   "It is when people are really in earnest, when their beliefs  
   really matter to them, when they are eager to carry out their  
   own plans and their own schemes, that they are apt to get up  
   against each other. The greater their enthusiasm, the greater  
   the danger that they may collide with others" 
 
 
II. So Paul begins with 4 clauses that are conditional. "IF" 
 A. "If the fact that you are in Christ has any power to move you" 
  We should remember the miracle as to how we even came to be  
  associated with the church. 
  1. 3 major miracles prepared the way for the founding of the  
   Philippian church. 
   a. The Macedonian vision. (Paul and his companions had  
    been hindered from going anywhere else) 
   b. The healing of the demon possessed girl 
   c. The miracle in the Philippian jail 
  2. Each one of these was God intervening in a person’s life. 
   This was the initial evidence that God was in their midst. Let us 
   not forget it. 
  3. In what ways has God intervened in your life bringing you to  
   himself or in some cases to this church. 
 

Wednesday 10/28/2020 
 
 B. "If love has any persuasive power to move you" 
  Stop having selfish ambitions Ph 2:3 
  "Don't push your way to the front; don't sweet talk your way to the  
  top. Put yourself aside, and help others get ahead" Phil 2:3 MSG 
  1. Don't compete with those who are supposed to be on our team. 
   Phil 2:20-21 "I have no one else of kindred spirit who will  
   genuinely be concerned for your welfare. For they all seek their 
   own interests, not those of Christ Jesus." 
  2. Notice Paul does not say everyone is looking out for their own  
   interest not yours. He says it this way. "not those of Christ  
   Jesus" Why this way? 
  3. To be concerned for other believers is to be concerned for  
   Christ. To lack any interest in other believers is to lack interest  
   in the things of Christ. 
  4. What are the ambitions in your life? How are they driving your  
   life? 
   Are your ambitions causing conflict? 
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  5. Our society teaches us instant gratification. When my needs  
   and ambitions conflict with your needs and ambitions we have  
   a problem.  
  6. We live in a very competitive world. If you want to   
   live in unity you have to check and see if your ambitions are  
   selfish and self centered. 
C. "If you really are sharing in the Holy Spirit"vs1 
 "Stop having selfish conceit" 2:3 
 "Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit…" 
 1. How many of you like and enjoy conceited people? Not too many. 
 2. Self centered pride and arrogance is the result of conceit. 
  "Pride goes before destruction" Prov 11:2 
 3. We can get too full of ourselves 
  We put ourselves at the center. 
 4. If I have an ego and refuse to admit when I am wrong there will be  
  quarrels. 
 5. If we could eliminate pride we would solve most of the world’s   
  problems. 
 6. Increase humility 
  "But in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself"  
  Phil 2:3 
  a. Paul says Don't put others down, lift them up. 
   How do you do that? 
  b. Treating them better than you would treat yourself. 
   This is the exact opposite of what our culture teaches us. 
 7. The world is full of people who think they are better than everyone  
  else. Self righteousness 
  Criticism of others is one way that we exalt ourselves. 
  "Humility is not thinking less of your self- but thinking of your- self,  
  less" 
  a. The person who thinks they are humble is not. 
   Why? A truly humble person does not know it, for they are  
   always focused on others. 
  b. If you want to decrease conflict in your life, decrease criticism.  
   Treat others better than yourself. 
  c. In other words if I fail to value others and treat them with less  
   respect than they deserve I increase conflict. 
D. "If you can feel compassion and pity"  
 Increase consideration 
 "Let each of you look out not only for his own interest, but also the interests 
 of others" Phil 2:4 
 1. In other words don't just be interested in what is going on in your  
  own life, but be interested in the lives of other people too. 
 2. Gk word for "LOOK" is Scopos + scope. Like the scope on a rifle. 
  A telescope- microscope. 
  a. Both help you see things better.  
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  b. Care about the lives of others and pay attention to their needs. 
   We are to reach out to one another 
 3. We can't just stand by and do nothing while someone is hurting? 
  1. A divorce, death, mortgage foreclosure 
 
 

Friday 10/30/2020 
 
III. The example of Christ 
 If you want to know how to get along with others follow Christ example. 
 Phil 2: Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, 
 although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a 
 thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-
 servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 8 Being found in appearance 
 as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, 
 even death on a cross. 
 Ministry flows out of a constant renewed revelation of Jesus Christ. This is 
 what Paul is trying to get the Philippians to see.   
 What do you see when you see Christ. 
 Some see only His power 
 Some see only His sufferings 
 Some see only His teachings and parables 
 When Paul wrote to he Philippians he wrote about Christ the servant 
 Paul sees himself as a servant telling others about serving. 
 "Paul and Timothy, bond servants of Christ Jesus" Phil 1:1 
 A. Stop demanding your rights 
  Even though He is the very form of God he did not demand His rights.  
  He humbled himself and became obedient to the Father's will even to  
  the point of death. 
  1. Jesus had a servant's attitude. Do You? 
   How do you know if you have a servant’s attitude? 
   a. How do you respond when people treat you like a  
    servant? Do you get up tight and demand your rights? 
   b. The view you have of what a servant is will determine  
    largely what you will do in the Christian faith, 
   c. Paul had a special relationship with this church and he  
    was concerned about their future as he nears the end of  
    his own ministry. 
  2. I John3:16 "By this we know love, because He laid down his life 
   for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives for the   
   brethren" 
   You cannot do this apart from putting on the mind of Christ. 
   In other words, you have to keep Him before you always. 
  3. The minute you start thinking but they will think they are right 
   and I am wrong your focus is back on yourself. 
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  4. It is impossible to live a lifestyle of unselfishness on our own. It 
   is human nature to be selfish. 
  5. Love always includes the desire to give. We put the interest of  
   the one we love above our own. 
 B. Love is never possessive. I Cor 13. "Seeks its own" 
  There are 2 forms of Possessiveness 
  Jealousy and envy. Both of these are destructive and harmful to  
  relationships. 
  1. A possessive person is driven by a fear of loss, insecurity, and  
   low self -worth. They will want to hold on to things and people  
   regardless of the needs of those around them. 
  2. There is a slight difference between jealousy and envy. 
   Both are mentioned in Gal 5 as works of the flesh. 
   a. Jealousy is the desire to have the same advantage  
    someone else is enjoying  
   b. Envy is the desire to deprive another person of what  
    they have. 
  3. If we look at life from the vantage point of self -interest then  
   possessiveness seems to be our advantage. 
  4. We should not attempt to dismiss the importance and force of  
   these verses in Philippians as if they are just one of many  
   things we as Christians are expected to do. 
   a. A command is not less important just because it is one  
    among a large number of commands. 
   b. To care for others is at the heart of what a right   
    relationship with God looks like.  
  5. In fact all rebellion against God is inevitably linked to a   
   corresponding disregard for others. 
   The fall of Lucifer, when the star of the morning became Satan.  
   Ez does speak of Satan. There is a difficult chapter in 
   Ez 28 the first half of the chapter Ez vs 1-10speaks of the  
   prince of Tyre 
   The second half vs 12-19 he speaks of the King of Tyre 
   Ezekiel refers to the supernatural attributes of he who   
   apparently stands behind the earthly prince as the power  
   behind his throne. 
   Paul warns against principalities and powers when he warns  
   believers that our warfare is not against flesh and blood. 
   12“Son of man, take up a lamentation over the king of Tyre and 
   say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord God,“You had the seal of   
   perfection, Full of wisdom and perfect in beauty.“You were in  
   Eden, the garden of God; Every precious stone was your   
   covering: The ruby, the topaz and the diamond; … 

And the gold, the workmanship of your settings and sockets, 
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Was in you. On the day that you were created They were 
prepared.“You were the anointed cherub who covers, And I 
placed you there. You were on the holy mountain of God; You 
walked in the midst of the stones of fire.“You were blameless in 
your ways From the day you were created Until 
unrighteousness was found in you.“By the abundance of your 
trade You were internally filled with violence, And you sinned 
herefore I have cast you as profane From the mountain of God. 
And I have destroyed you, O covering cherub, From the midst 
of the stones of fire.“Your heart was lifted up because of your 
beauty; You corrupted your wisdom by reason of your 
splendor. I cast you to the ground; I put you before kings, That 
they may see you.“By the multitude of your iniquities, In the 
unrighteousness of your trade You profaned your 
sanctuaries. Therefore I have brought fire from the midst of 
you; It has consumed you, And I have turned you to ashes on 
the earth In the eyes of all who see you.“All who know you 
among the peoples Are appalled at you; You have become 
terrified And you will cease to be forever.”’” 

   a. The passage teaches us that this figure was the highest  
    of all created beings. 
   b. 2nd thing clear is that Lucifer was to lead the creation in 
    the worship of God. 
    He is described as the anointed cherub. 
   c. The word "Trade" Is a word that signifies anything that  
    passes through one hands. 
    1. Satan passed the commands of God down to  
     creation and in turn passed the worship of the  
     creation back to God.  
    2. In this capacity he exercised the office of a king  
     of the creation and a priest before God. 
    3. 3rdly Satan mishandled the merchandise of the  
     creation through pride. This was sin and brought 
     upon himself instant judgment. 
   "You were blameless in your ways from the day you were  
   created till wickedness was found in you. 
   Through your widespread trade you were filled with   
   violence…your heart became proud" Eze.28: 15-17 
 
 
 
 
 


