
ILLUMINATION: ADVENT 2020 
“Jesus is the light of the world.” John 8:12 

 
Week One: Illumination-Out of Darkness (Suggested Christmas Song:  O Come, O Come Emmanuel)  
 

Start the Journey! 
As we light the candles each week of Advent, we are commemorating something wonderful that is 
just beyond sight. Each year we piece together the story of Christmas. With each telling, more of the 
story comes to light just as the lighting of the candles progressively leads us closer to the full 
brilliance of Christmas day. 
 
As we grow, we retell the story of Christmas with a new perspective. We anticipate with hope, that 
the story of Christ’s birth will stir in us a wonder that will illuminate us. Our hope in Christ 
illuminates our deeper identity. Retelling the story of Jesus’ life helps us see our own lives more 
clearly. 
 
What are the stories you carry with you on the journey of Advent 2020?  
These are your stories and they come from the heart. Share them freely as a gift of light and life that 
others may also find light along the way.   
 
Even as we light the first candle, God is saying, “I am here.” Nothing can take that away from you! 
Start the journey!  Let Jesus come to illuminate every part of who you are.   
 
Share your journey! Acknowledge the shadows of this season as well as the light.  Carry with you the 
glad tidings of comfort and joy knowing there are those who may walk in sorrow and frustration. Use 
your stories to describe ways they dwell together.  Ahavah! God’s love through Jesus Christ has come 
to disperse the darkness. With integrity, compassion and love in the midst of ambiguity, Jesus 
became the light of the world. Emmanuel, the place of healing justice and peace.  
 
Lord, we ask that Advent 2020 be the season we realize the darkness can never extinguish the light you 
have given to us. May your gift of grace and truth be realities we not only experience for ourselves but 
the reality we freely share with others. 
 
Daily Scripture Readings:  
Pray through the scriptures each day and ask God to illuminate your understanding.  
 
Day One:  Sunday, November 29 
And God said, “Let there be Light!”  Genesis 1:3-4, Romans 15:13 
“The word (Jesus) gave life to everything that was created, and his life brought light to everyone. The 
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness can never extinguish it.” John 1:4-5 
 
Day Two:  Monday, November 30 
Genesis 1:1-31; Isaiah 2:3-5 
Jesus said, “I am the light of the world; He who follows me will not walk in darkness.” but will have 
the light of life.”     
John 8:12 
 
Day Three:  Tuesday, December 1 



“I will lead the blind by ways they have not known, along unfamiliar paths I will guide them; I will 
turn the darkness into light before them and make the rough places smooth. These are the things I 
will do; I will not forsake them.” (Isaiah 42:6) 
 
Day Four:  Wednesday, December 2 
“The Lord is my light and my salvation.”   Read Psalm 27  
 
Day Five:  Thursday, December 3 
“The people sitting in darkness have seen a great light!”  Isaiah 9:2-6; Isaiah 6:7   Matthew 4:16,   
Share your story!    
“In the same way let your light shine before others… that they may glorify your father in heaven” 
Matt. 5:16 
 
Day Six:  Friday, December 4 
“God, you word is a lamp for my feet and a light for my path.” Psalm 119:105; “God you cause my 
lamp to be lighted and to shine! The Lord my God illumines my darkness.” Psalm 18:28,    I Peter 5:7     
 
Day Seven:  Saturday, December 5 
Read Luke 1:5-25     
  


