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Our Mission         
Statement 

We are the people        
of God               

shaped by               
Jesus Christ                    

and transformed by 
the Holy Spirit        in-
to a community    for 

others. 

 

Good Hope’s 

Good News 

September 

2020  

Greetings from your Deacon’s desk! 

There are some dates that you remember for a long time because they 
are special days… birth and death dates, the date you or somebody you 
know was married, the date you graduated from school, and of course 
there are many other dates that are important in our lives that we        
remember. There are two dates that I will remember for a long time. The 
first is March 12th. That’s the date when your Council met during an 
emergency meeting and had the courage, faith, and insight to suspend 
all further in-person gatherings due to what we knew about COVID-19 at 
the time (which, admittedly was little.) Stop meeting together for         
worship? Stop bible studies? Stop in-person Board meetings? That     
discussion sounded quite unbelievable at the time. But that was the    
absolute correct path, and I shudder to think of what might have        
happened, and who might have been impacted in our faith family, if we 
had continued meeting in person. The second date I’ll remember is     
August 16th. That’s the date when we did come back together, and    
worship together, from the safety of our vehicles. On that date, we had 
about 55 members and visitors together to worship at our first drive-in 
church. It was a great day! We’ve learned a few things since that first 
Sunday about drive-in worship, and we’ll continue to improve, but what a 
day it was with prayers, and the Apostles’ Creed, and singing, and    
worship, and communion, and the benediction … all together, but still 
safely apart. So, if you weren’t able to join us on that day, and you feel 
it’s a safe alternative for you, give it a try … we’ll be participating in 
drive-in church (as long as it’s not pouring rain or blizzard snow) until it’s 
too cold for Jerome’s fingers to play the piano. 
 

If you haven’t yet met Vicar Daniel, either in person or virtually, I         
encourage you to call him at church, and introduce yourself. He’s a high-
ly intelligent young man who is learning how to adapt to a changing 
church as he prepares for his service in the church.  We are blessed 
with his presence here at Good Hope. 
 

I am very grateful for your support, your prayers, and your encourage-
ment (especially during this extremely unusual time in the life of this   
congregation.) But our mission statement calls us into action for others 
… ‘We are the people of God shaped by Jesus Christ and transformed, 
by the Holy Spirit into a community for others.’ And that means that 
Good Hope was not established for the purpose of making a minimal  
impact on the community … we were established to bring the life-
changing reality of Jesus Christ, even during these unusual times. 

 

Your brother in Christ, 

Deacon Keith (DK) 



Vicar’s Corner 

Dear Good Hope Family, 

Grace and peace to you, through God our Father in Jesus Christ! It’s hard to believe that I’ve been 
here nearly two months. Even though I haven’t been able to meet all of you, it has been very nice 
seeing you in person at drive-in worship. Deacon Keith, Jerome, and I have been working very hard 
on planning and putting these services into action, and to a good result: it feels like church again. It 
may seem rather simple to put these on, but I assure you that between finding legal radio            
frequencies and acquiring the right equipment we have been quite busy. 

With God’s blessing, our work has yielded so much more than expected at first-that feeling of    
community that can’t be manufactured- only cultivated in Christian togetherness. Indeed, our      
second Sunday brought more folks than the first! Please help us to keep that trend going upward. 
Spread the word, so together we can spread our Good Hope community even further than before 
Covid-19. We are ready, willing, and able to put on a second service- you, dear reader, have the 
most valuable task of sharing your experience, so that we can continue this valuable work of       
outreach. Outreach is such a rare thing in these times, but this ministry gives hope, and makes 
preaching and worship accessible in a time of inaccessibility and spiritual burnout. I thank you for 
your generous moral and financial support, and only ask that you continue to tell others about our 
services. I will cite Herman Stuempfle Jr., the former president of my seminary at Gettysburg, who 
wrote this verse in praise to God for his blessing and for you all who work and give for the benefit of 
the church: 

“O God, whose word well-planted, yields fruit one-hundred fold, 

We praise your graces granted, to those who sowed of old, 

Who by their witness scattered good seed upon the soil, 

Where others, reaping, gathered the harvest of their toil.” 

                                        (Of the Land and Seasons, Augsburg Fortress Press) 

May God bless you and yours richly in the month to come. 

-Vicar Daniel 
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Electronic Keyboard Wanted for Drive-in Church 

 

We’re looking to replace the keyboard that is used for drive-in 
church with a portable electric piano. Currently, the electric   
piano we use isn’t exactly portable (we use furniture dollies and 
it takes two people to move it), so if you or somebody you know 
can donate a portable 88-key electronic piano that has a built in 
speaker (or purchase a new one for the church), it would make 
drive in church much easier to set up and put away. Contact 
the church office if you are able to help in this way. 

 



SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
9/2 Susan Miller 

9/3     Lillian Doddie 

9/6     Ingrid Anderson 

9/6 Sandy Lesz 

9/11    John Davis 

9/12   Hailey King 

9/12   Karen Kreutzer 

9/12   Debra Likeric 

9/14    Lisa Donfried 

9/16  Christopher Brown 

9/17 John Kenney 

9/18 Carson Ewing 

9/19    Beth Taylor 

9/21 Larry Suuppi 

9/22   Judy Honkanen 

9/22 Mike Sroczynski 

9/23 Pereseus Beresford 

9/24   Robert Wagner 

9/27 Emma Clarey 

9/28 Beverly Doom 

9/28   Debbie Kupel 

9/29 Karen Boggs 

9/30   Sophie Smith 
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SEPTEMBER BAPTISMAL BIRTHDAYS 

9/1  Shirley Laneski 

9/1  Carol Wickham   

9/6  Kameron Collop 

9/7  Madison Clarey 

9/8  Brandon Plond 

9/14  Linda Clarey 

9/15  Kristen Wiles 

9/16 Crystal Yesko 

9/18  Bethany Ewing 

9/21  Alise Clarey 

9/23  Aline Heiser 

 

If you know the date of your Baptism and would 
like to be included in the Baptismal birthdays, 
please let the office know. 

 

Wedding  Anniversaries 

9/5  Jim & Mavis Romppainen…………....61 yrs 

9/5  Richard & Patricia Wiatr………….....39 yrs 

9/13  Zack & KC Griwicki………………...…..6 yrs 

9/15  Tom & Nancy Rocker…………….…...41 yrs 

9/19  Fred & Nneka Owens………………....16 yrs 

9/20 Jeremiah & Kristen Bledsoe………...14 yrs 

9/22  JB & Debbie Likeric………….…..…...41 yrs 

   

 



Video and Website Coordinator Wanted 

With our expanding video and website activities, 
Good Hope is in need of a volunteer to record, ed-
it, and post Sunday morning worship, and     per-
form on-going updates and maintenance to our 
website. If you, or somebody you know, might be 
interested in serving Good Hope in this way, 
please contact Deacon Keith. All training will be 
provided, anyone is welcome to apply. 

PAGE  4  GOOD HOPE ’S GOOD N EW S  

When God crosses our paths  

Pastor and martyr Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote, 
“God will be constantly crossing our paths and 
canceling our plans by sending us people with 
claims and petitions.” Last spring, the whole world 
had plans canceled, first by Covid-19 and then by 
God “sending us people with claims and            
petitions.” Some needed prayers for healing or for 
coping with grief. Medical staff, teachers, pastors 
and others serving long hours needed support: 
meals, check-in calls, “thinking of you” cards.  
Parents working remotely while helping kids with 
distance-learning needed encouragement. Crucial 
nonprofit work still required donations.  
 
Pre-pandemic, you may not have realized that 
staying home or wearing a face mask could be a 
ministry. Or that sending a card expresses love in 
Jesus’ name. Or that buying takeout from a local 
restaurant can be a gift to the owners. When our 
calendars empty, God “crosses our paths” in new 
ways — both to be with us and to nudge us toward 
others (even if virtually, or 6 feet apart!). 

Interested in Serving on Church Council? 

‘Would you like to serve on Council?’ sometimes 
those words can cause us to have chills, but it’s a 
wonderful and faithful way to serve this           
congregation in God’s church. If you ever thought 
of serving Good Hope by serving on Council, give 
Deacon Keith a call and he can help you            
understand the responsibilities, answer any of your 
questions, and explain the process. Currently, there 
are two Council seats that are open (these positions 
have been available for some time.) ‘Serve on 
Council’...words to embrace if you are hearing 
God’s call. 
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+ Christian Symbols +  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cross Crosslet 

This cross is formed of four smaller Latin crosses 
joined at their overlapping bases. The cross as a 
whole represents the spreading of the gospel to 
the four corners of the earth. This cross is often 
used in connection with missions.  

Bible Quiz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Which of these was 
not one of the 10 plagues God brought against Egypt 
to persuade Pharaoh to let the Hebrew people go?  
 
A. an abundance of frogs  
B. the Nile River turned to blood  
C. the collapse of the pyramids  
D. thick darkness  

Look for answer elsewhere 
 

Sunday School News 
Sunday School will be starting via Zoom on Sunday, September, 13th at Noon. 

 

This year Miss Jenny will be teaching via Zoom from her Sunday School classroom.  
It will be a 1 room classroom that will include material for                                                 

both the younger and older kids 
 

 The lesson will include: Bible story, work sheets, and craft 

Each student will receive (at their home):    

A new Bible 

A clear bin with supplies 

A bag of wrapped numbered crafts (to be done together each week) 
 

There is also a “Star Store” in which students can earn stars                                       
and then later trade them in for rewards 

 

If your student is interested in participating                                                                               
please let Jenny Smith know 734-334-6737 



Please Remember to keep….                                                                    
Margaret Betko 

Lil Doddie 
 Margie Ford 

Pat Landa 
Shirley Laneski 

Jeff & Vaughn Mattson 
Ollie Mooney 

Paul Neidhardt 
Abby Ott 

Shirlee Pakkala 
Lois Pike 

Mavis Romppainen 
Kathy Saatio 

Sharon Schalk 
Mike Smith 
Sue Smith 

Dorothy Sweda 
Mary Vanderburg 
Neil Williamson 

June 
Billy 
Matt 
Mike 
Pete 

Debbie 
   & Good Hope….……….....In your prayers. 
 
 
If you are in need of prayers or would like 
to put someone on the prayer chain call          

Dorothy Sweda at 734-422-2337                                     
or the church office at 734-427-3660. 
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Sunday school’s origins  

Sunday school began in England as early as 1751.  
Better known is Robert Raikes’ work in Gloucester 30 
years later. Concerned about poor children who 
worked in factories six days a week and often turned 
to crime, he offered classes on the only day kids were 
free. Soon various organizations offered a loose      
network of such Sunday schools, which taught basic 
reading and writing, using the Bible as a text.  

Ten years later, Samuel Slater started the first U.S. 
Sunday school in his Rhode Island textile mills. By the 
mid-1800s, Sunday school attendance was an almost-
universal childhood experience. As society became 
more secular and public education was mandated by 
the 1870s, Sunday schools focused on spiritual     
practices: prayers, hymns, catechism knowledge and 
Scripture memorization.  

Well into the 20th century, Sunday school served as 
the church’s main outreach tool. Many adults fondly 
remember their teachers and lessons, and Sunday 
school continues to play a significant part in faith   
development. 

The labor to which we're called  

In words attributed to Mother Teresa, “Many people 
mistake our work for our vocation. Our vocation is the 
love of Jesus.” As we celebrate Labor Day, what does 
such a distinction mean?  

Vocation comes from Latin for “calling.” Christians 
understand vocation as that for which God created 
you, involving activities you do well, enjoy and feel 
good about doing, and that serve others. If you’re 
blessed to earn a paycheck doing something that fits 
those categories, then your profession or occupation 
— your work —likely is your vocation.  

Other people work a paying job because an opportuni-
ty presents itself and the income is needed, even if it 
isn’t their favorite thing to do. Perhaps they live out 
their truest vocation during non-employment hours: 
singing with a choir, raising children, building houses 
with Habitat for Humanity.  

Christians in any capacity, paid or not, can live out 
Jesus’ calling to love God and neighbor with our 
whole being (Luke 10:27). When God is “CEO” of our 
lives, it shows in how we treat our fellow laborers. 



 

Answer: C (See Exodus 7:14–12:32.)  

Kid’s Page 
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