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Our Mission Statement 

We are the people of God               
shaped by Jesus Christ                    
and transformed by the 

Holy Spirit into a          
community for others. 

Good Hope’s 

Good News 

September 

2022 

 

From the Pastor, September 2022 

A Monastic Invitation 

 As part of my commitment as an Oblate of Our Lady of 
Grace (OLG) Monastery, Beech Grove, IN, I join other              
Benedictines and Benedictine Oblates in reading assigned portions 
of St. Benedict’s Rule each day. Since I’m doing so at a distance 
from the Sisters of OLG, I regularly use commentaries on the Rule 
to help me better understand its meaning. Currently, I’m reading an 
inclusive translation of the Rule by Judith Sutera, OSB; she      
concludes each reflection with questions for consideration. 

 On August 30
th
, the excerpt from the Rule is about Good 

Zeal and concludes with this sentence: “Let them prefer nothing 
whatever to Christ, and may he lead us all together to life           
everlasting.” Judith Sutera writes: 

 The last sentence of this chapter is one of the  most    
beloved and quoted....The first part, “prefer nothing to 
Christ,” was a bedrock of monastic spirituality, appearing as 
early as Athanasius’ (251-356 CE) Life of Antony, and   
Benedict summarizes by reminding the reader that this is a 
communal responsibility. The sentence sums up the whole 
of the rules and of the monastic way of life. If one wants to 
be happy and holy, as we are invited in the very first       
sentences of the rule, then the guiding force is to prefer 
nothing to Christ. With that as the objective always in our 
line of sight, then everything else will fall into place. Each 
action is a choice: good zeal or bad. I we choose with good 
zeal, we will enthusiastically choose the common good over 
self-indulgence. This passage echoes the conclusion of the 
chapter on humility – that we are so impelled by love that all 
that was once done because of obligation or fear of        
punishment is transformed into a joyful expression of love. 

I encourage you to join me in accepting Judith Sutera’s         
invitation to reflect upon one or more of the following questions in 
light of the above: 

What does the word “zeal” mean to me? 

How much zeal am I feeling about my faith? 

How is my patience with the imperfection of others? 

May God bless you and continue to illuminate your hearts, 

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Sue 

 



 

Financial Corner – for June 2022 

 

Worship Offering (non-designated offerings) vs. Budget: 

 

Our monthly budget requirement is $11,615 (Annual Budget of $139,376 / 12 Months). 

 

June’s worship offering (non-designated offering): 

 May offering:  $9,119 

 Monthly budget:   $11,615 

 Monthly offering higher / (lower) than budget: $(2,496) 

2022 Year-to-Date (January through June)  

 Y-T-D Offering:   $70,126 

 Y-T-D Budget:    $69,690 

 Y-T-D Offering higher / (lower) than budget: $436 

 

Please note: The above schedule represents budget items and do not include funds          

collected for dedicated funds (e.g., Food Pantry, Tim Hall Fund, Good Sam, Memorial Funds, 

or other special offerings) and does not include special and unbudgeted expenses (e.g.,   

furnace or A/C replacement.)  Actual gross expenses and bank account balances are also 

not included. 

 

Thrivent Investments: 

GHLC-Christus Victor Mission Endowment 

        2022 Beginning Balance    $100,807.95 

  Gains/(Losses) (YTD)      (11,946.99) 

 Ending Balance (06/30/22)            $  88,860.96 

 

GHLC-Investments 

        2022 Beginning Balance    $236,725.75 

  Gains/(Losses) (YTD)         (41,213.83) 

 Ending Balance (06/30/22)          $195,511.92 

 

TOTAL Thrivent Investments:  $284,372.88 
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9/3     Lillian Doddie 

9/6 Sandy Lesz 

9/12   Hailey King 

9/12   Karen Kreutzer 

9/12   Debra Likeric 

9/14    Lisa Donfried 

9/16  Christopher Brown 

9/17 John Kenney 

9/18 Carson Ewing 

9/19    Beth Taylor 

9/21 Larry Suuppi 

9/22 Mike Sroczynski 

9/23 Pereseus Beresford 

9/24   Robert Wagner 

9/27 Emma Clarey 

9/28 Beverly Doom 

9/28   Debbie Kupel 

9/29 Karen Boggs 

9/30   Sophie Smith 
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SEPTEMBER  BAPTISMAL BIRTHDAYS 

9/1  Shirley Laneski 

9/1  Carol Wickham   

9/6  Kameron Collop 

9/7  Madison Clarey 

9/8  Brandon Plond 

9/14  Linda Clarey 

9/15  Kristen Wiles 

9/16 Crystal Yesko 

9/18  Bethany Ewing 

9/21  Alise Clarey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9/5  Richard & Patricia Wiatr         41 yrs 

9/13  Zack & KC Griwicki                      8 yrs 

9/15  Tom & Nancy Rocker                   43 yrs 

9/19  Fred & Nneka Owens                  18 yrs 

9/20 Jeremiah & Kristen Bledsoe         16 yrs 

9/22  JB & Debbie Likeric                     43 yrs 
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SAVE THE DATE 
 

Fellowship/Outreach events are as follows. 
Please mark your calendars and plan on attend-
ing. We will continue to monitor the COVID 
numbers and cancel any event due to an unsafe 
count. We are always looking for a few people 
to join us in planning.  We meet the third   
Thursday of the month at 7pm here at the 
church. 
 
• Fellowship Tea            10/01/22 
• Trunk-or-Treat            10/28/22 
• Adult White Elephant Party          12/15/22 

All events are subject to COVID updates 

To My Good Hope Family: 

I write this message with very heavy 
heart. 

After several weeks of anxiousness and 
praying, I have come to the tuff decision 
to resign from my position of Council 
Lay-President effective immediately.  I 
have had some serious kidney problems 
for many years now and have recently 
changed from Stage 4 to Stage 5 of 
CKD (chronic kidney disease).  What 
this means is, I will be going on dialysis. 
This will not start immediately, however; 
sooner than I anticipated. I have chosen 
to do home dialysis, so John and I will 
be going through some intense training 
for many weeks. In the meantime, there 
are too many doctor's appointments for 
me to worry about and I feel I wouldn't 
be able to keep up with my responsibili-
ties as your leader. 

I realize leaving (off council and perhaps 
some other responsibilities, not church!!) 
at this time, couldn't be at a worse time. 
Between helping the Call committee and 
leading council, and searching for a new 
pastor....but I need to concentrate on my 
health. I pray that you understand my 
decision.   

Thank you for your understanding of my 
decision.  

 

God's Blessings and Peace 

Diane (aka...Di) FELLOWSHIP TEA  

The Fellowship/Outreach committee will be 
hosting a Fellowship Tea on Saturday, October 
1st, at noon, in the Volkmar Hall.  Tickets will 
be $20 per person (Cash only, please) and will 
go on sale on Sunday, September 4th.  The last 
day to purchase tickets will be Sunday,        
September 18th.  The event will be catered by 
Victoria’s Tea Salon, and will include a variety of 
teas, tea sandwiches and desserts.  There will 
be a guest speaker, a 50/50 drawing, and door 
prizes.  We are very excited about this event, 
and hope all who are interested will be able to 
attend.  See Debbie Kupel or Rita Harmon to 
purchase tickets, or with any questions.  

Altar Guild 

We are looking to add members to our Altar 
Guild. We work in teams of 2 or 3 people one 
month at a time. Setting up on Saturday takes 
about 45 minutes and clean-up on Sunday 
takes about 20 minutes. 

We meet once a month on the second Saturday 
at 10:30am. We do not meet in July or August. If 
this is something you might be interested in, 
come to our meeting on September 10th at 
10:30am or talk to any of our members: Marissa 
Banks, Alise Clarey, Peggy Dubay, Rita       
Harmon, Michael Landa, Marianne Lyons or 
Ann Mattson. 

PASTY WEEK WILL BE  

OCTOBER 3-7 
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+ Christian Symbols +  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POMEGRANATE 

Because the pomegranate has an abun-
dance of seeds, the fruit is used to represent 
hope and future life. It also symbolizes the 
many believers who are individual members 
of the universal Christian church.  

Bible Quiz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Besides being known for his proverbs about 
wise living, King Solomon was knowledgeable in 
other fields, including which of the following?  
 
A. zoology, including ornithology and ichthyology 
B. botany 
C. herpetology 
D. songwriting 
E. A and C 
F. B and D 
G. All of the above  

Look for answer elsewhere 

Food Pantry with Drive-in Distribution 

We have monthly on-site food pantry distribution 
with contact-less delivery.  Drive-through food 
pantry is in the east parking lot. Donations are  
always being accepted, you can purchase non-
perishable food items and drop them at the 
church office Monday, Wednesday, Thursday  
from 9:00 to noon, or on Sunday. The Food  
Pantry funds are extremely low.  We are asking 
for financial help to be able to continue to offer 
this service. To help prevent critters, canned, 
glass jar, or plastic container items will only be 
accepted. Cardboard boxed or paper packaged 
items that are edible cannot be accepted at this 
time. 

Upcoming dates for 
Drive-in Distribution 

9am to Noon                    

     

    September 24th  

    October  22nd  

 

Labor Day laughs 
Take a break and enjoy this work-related 
humor! 

• My first job was in an orange juice      
factory. I got canned because I couldn’t 
concentrate. 

• When I couldn’t hack it as a lumberjack, I 
got the ax. 

• I wasn’t suited to being a tailor. 

• Working in the muffler factory was too 
exhausting. 

• I was a banker … until I lost interest. 

• I realized there was no future in being a 
historian.  

• Any way I sliced it, I couldn’t cut the 
mustard at the deli. 

• I studied to become a doctor but had no 
patients. 

• My job at the coffee shop was always 
the same old grind.  

• When I worked as a plumber, the tasks 
were too draining. 

• I was hired at a gym but wasn’t fit for the 
job. 

• Finally, I got a job at a bakery; I kneaded 
dough! 
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Please Remember to keep….       
Christine Baldwin 
Gilbert C. Barrett 

Sheryl Beebe                                                          
 Margaret Betko 

Geri Daniels 
Lil Doddie 

Jim Kennedy 
John Kenney 
 Pat Landa  

Shirley Laneski 
Anna May Likeric 

Jeff & Vaughn Mattson 
Susan Nino 

Shirlee Pakkala 
Jim Pierce 

Diane Rinehart 
 Mavis Romppainen 

Kathy Saatio 
Richard Schade 
Dorothy Sweda 

Mike, Sindous, Larry, Nancy, Tina,  
Chelsea, Jimmy, Bobby, Barb, Charlie, 

Carnetta, Roy &                                
Good Hope…………In your prayers. 

 

If you are in need of prayers call the 
church  office at 734-427-3660. 
 

 

 

What we'd like to hear in church 
• Hey, it’s my turn to sit in the front pew!  
• I was so enthralled, I never noticed your  
sermon ran longer than usual.  
• I’ll volunteer to be the permanent junior 
high Sunday school teacher.  
• I love it when we sing hymns I’ve never 
heard before.  
• Because we’re all here, let’s start the      
worship service early.  
• Pastor, we’d like to send you to this   
Bible seminar in the Bahamas.  
• Nothing inspires me and strengthens 
my commitment like our annual steward-
ship  campaign. 
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Kid’s Page 

GOOD HOPE ’S  GOOD  
Answer: G (See 1 Kings 4:29-34.)  


