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sbcglobal.net 
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Our Mission         
Statement 

We are the people        
of God               

shaped by               
Jesus Christ                    

and transformed by 
the Holy Spirit          

into a community    
for others. 

 

Good Hope’s 

Good News 

October 

2021 

 

Greetings from the Deacon’s desk! 

‘For I am about to do something new.  See, I have already begun!       

Do you not see it?’ (Isaiah 43:19) 

New things are happening here at Good Hope!  On September 

26
th
, we began a new worship service at 11:30 on Sunday morning 

designed specifically to reach out to younger families and others 

who are looking for a more relaxed and informal contemporary 

worship experience.  I encourage you to check it out (I know you’re 

curious), but a word of caution … if you find our traditional          

Lutheran liturgical worship service meaningful, you may not like 

this new service as much, but rest assured, our traditional worship 

service at 10:00 am will remain largely unchanged (with the      

possible exception of the children’s and teen message.)  The new 

informal contemporary service isn’t intended to replace our        

traditional service, it’s intended to grow our outreach into the   

community by offering a different type of worship experience.  This 

worship experience is paperless, with music that is more          

contemporary, and it’s highly visual with videos and prayers and 

scripture shown on big screen TVs.  We will celebrate full        

communion during this worship, and we’ll use modern language for 

things like the Apostles’ Creed and Lord’s Prayer.  But make no 

mistake, the new worship service will be fully Lutheran … but not 

in the traditional way.  So check it out, and whether you decide to 

worship at the new service or not, tell your friends and family who 

might be looking for a contemporary informal service to give it a try 

… 11:30 am Sunday morning. 

The last 18 months have been very difficult for everybody.  COVID

-19 has changed most of the things in our lives that we used to 

take for granted.  And for some, it’s been easy to stay home on 

Sunday morning.  But know that God is not only making new 

things happen at Good Hope, he’s also renewing each of us each 

day.  If God is calling you to return to church on Sunday morning 

… let me say this  … see you on Sunday at 10:00 or 11:30 as    

together we worship God and feel his presence in our lives. 

Peace to you always! 

Your brother in Christ,  

 

Deacon Keith (DK)  



 

Financial Corner – for August 2021 

 

Worship Offering (non-designated offerings) vs. Budget: 

 

Our monthly budget requirement is $10,955 (Annual Budget of $131,456 / 12 Months). 

 

August’s worship offering (non-designated offering): 

 August offering:  $13,872 

 Monthly budget:  $10,955 

 Monthly offering higher / (lower) than budget: $2,917 

2021 Year-to-Date (January through August)  

 Y-T-D Offering: $96,227 

 Y-T-D Budget:  $87,640 

 Y-T-D Offering higher / (lower) than budget: $8,587 

 

Please note: The above schedule represents budget items and do not include funds              

collected for dedicated funds (e.g., Food Pantry, Tim Hall Fund, Good Sam, Memorial Funds, 

or other special offerings) and does not include special and unbudgeted expenses (e.g.,   

furnace or A/C replacement.)  Actual gross expenses and bank account balances are also 

not included. 

 

Thrivent Investments: 

Christus Victor Mission Endowment: 

 2021 Beginning Balance  $126,001.03 

  Redemptions       11,550.00 (Vicar Daniel’s salary) 

  Gains (YTD)         4,457.53 

 Ending Balance (08/31/21) $118,908.56 

Other Investments: 

 2021 Beginning Balance  $162,361.64 

                 Deposit                                 50,000.00 

  Gains (YTD)              20,899.19 

 Ending Balance (08/31/21) $233,240.83 

 

TOTAL Thrivent Investments:  $352,159.39 

 

Debbie Kupel - Treasurer 
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10/01   Diane Rinehart 

10/01   Sharon VerDow 

10/02   Shirlee Pakkala 

10/03   Mary Vanderburg 

10/04    Mary Ann Garza 

10/07   KC Griwicki 

10/08    Kristen Bledsoe 

10/14   Grayson Hitte 

10/16   Lois Pike 

10/20   Margaret Betko 

10/22   Suzanne Kirsch 

10/23   Madison Clarey 

10/24    Harland Guffey 

10/24   Tom Honkanen 

10/31    Peggy Branka 
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OCTOBER  BAPTISMAL BIRTHDAYS 

10/01   Charles Armstrong 

10/01   Mary Wiertalla 

10/03   Dale Heiser 

10/13   Aaron Sherman 

10/16   Grayson Hitte 

10/17   Lucas Armstrong 

10/17   Lisa King 

10/17   Bennett Wiles 

10/17   Kiyah Wiles 

10/19   Beverly Doom 

10/20   Michael Sroczynski 

10/21   Susan Armstrong 

10/22   Hailey King 

10/29   Mike Bachorik 

10/31   Jeremiah Herrington 

 

 

 

 

 

10/16 Richard & Mary Ann Garza            
56 years 

 

10/20 Jon & Nancy Mincovsky                
21 years 

 

10/25  John & Diane Rinehart                 
41 years 

 

10/31 Matt & Crystal Scott                        
4 years 

Remembering Our Baptism 

One way Satan attacks Christians is by    
reminding us of our sins, both of commission 
(wrongdoing) and omission (neglecting to do 
right). And one way we can fight back is by 
remembering our baptism. The reformer 
Martin Luther recommended pondering that 
sacrament daily, whenever we wash our 
face, because “in baptism sins are drowned.” 

Getting dressed can serve as another       
frequent reminder, Luther says, because 
baptism is the “daily garment … the      
Christian is to wear all the time.” He writes, 
“Christ instituted holy baptism … to clothe 
you with his righteousness. It is tantamount 
to his saying, ‘My righteousness shall be 
your righteousness; my innocence, your   
innocence. Your sins indeed are great, but 
by baptism I bestow on you my               
righteousness; I strip death from you and 
clothe you with my life.’” 
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October 16
th

 – Congregation Work Day 

Mark your calendars for October 16
th
 from 9:00 

am to noon.  We will be moving some files and 
filing cabinets from the music room, moving 
some small furniture, and relocating our adult 
education room.  It’s a tall order, but as the 
saying goes, many hands make for light work.  
So if you can join us on Saturday October 16

th
 

(even if for just an hour or so) please do so. 

Euchre Party News 
A group of us met for the first Euchre Party 
since the COVID lockdown. Although is was a 
small group…really small…we all had a great 
time. There were salty snacks and sweet 
snacks (lots and lots) that were all individually 
wrapped and also single bottles of pop and  
water. Jim Doddie was the big winner of the 
night…he won the 50/50 raffle and both sets of 
the Lottery tickets He was luckier in Euchre 
than winning Lottery tickets…lol.  
If any of you are interested in joining us, please 
do so, you do not need to know how to play. 
One of the card players had not played Euchre 
before and she survived the experience.!!! 
There is a group of people happy to teach as 
you go along.  It is a night of fun and not a strict 
competition type party. It is truly is a fellowship 
event, lots of story telling, laughter and munch-
ing…all COVID safe. 
We were not dissuaded by the low turnout, we 
are planning another night for Saturday         
November 13th at 6:30. We are calling it a   
Fellowship Party…if there are enough to do  
Euchre we will do that…if not we will do some-
thing else…Trivia or another game. Please 
come on out to join the party. 

Recognition of Eleanor Stirling 

Eleanor is a woman of faith who has served this congregation well for many years as the    
Director of the Altar Guild.  The Altar Guild performs a vital service for this congregation that 
often goes unnoticed.  But the truth is, the men and women of the Altar Guild do not perform 
their duties for the recognition, they perform their duties to serve the living God.  However, for 
many years, Eleanor has led, and scheduled, and taught others how to serve on the Altar 
Guild.  So to honor her many years of dedicated service (even though Eleanor is now retired), 
the Altar Guild has purchased two new missal stands (worship folder stands) that will be used 
every Sunday.   On behalf of the Altar Guild, thank you Eleanor for your service.  

A Prayer for Pumpkin People 

After Liz Curtis Higgs wrote the popular         
children’s book The Pumpkin Patch Parable, 
people began using her analogies to say a   
prayer while carving their Halloween pumpkins. 
The pumpkin prayer, a Christian alternative to 
Halloween traditions, reminds people of all ages 
what God has done for us. Use it this fall when 
your family makes jack-o’-lanterns.  

 While cutting off the top of the pumpkin, 
pray, “Lord, open my mind so I can learn 
new things about you.” (See Proverbs 1:7.)  

  While removing the seeds and pulp, pray, 
“Remove the things in my life that don’t 
please you. Forgive the wrong things I do, 
and help me forgive others.” (See Matthew 
6:14-15.)  

 While making eyes, pray, “Open my eyes to 
see the beauty you’ve made in the world 
around me.” (See Psalm 104:24.)  

 While making the nose, pray, “I’m sorry for 
the times I’ve turned up my nose at your 
many gifts.” (See James 1:17.)  

 While making the mouth, pray, “Let every-
thing I say please you.” (See Psalm 19:14.) 

 While lighting the candle, pray, “Lord, help 
me show your light to others through the 
things I do.” (See Matthew 5:16.)   

After carving your pumpkins, display them as 
examples of how God’s love transforms us into 
new creations. (See 2 Corinthians 5:17.)  
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+ Christian Symbols +  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RAINBOW 

The Rainbow represents God’s pardon and 
his promises. It also symbolizes his            
reconciliation to faithful Christians. After the 
Flood, God placed a rainbow in the sky as a 
symbol of his promise to never destroy the 
earth that way again (Genesis 9:12-16). A 
rainbow can also represent the throne of 
Christ, as well as his glory and final          
judgment.  

 
 

Bible Quiz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hebrews 11 is called the Hall of Faith because 
it’s a partial list of ancestors who lived out their 
belief in God. Who is named in this chapter?  
 
A. Adam, Eve and Seth  
B. Abel, Enoch, Noah and Sarah  
C. Moses’ parents, Moses and Rahab  
D. Deborah, Bathsheba and Huldah  
E. A and B  
F. B and C  
G. C and D  

Look for answer elsewhere 
 

For love of animals 
 
St. Francis of Assisi, known for his affection 
for animals, is honored on October 4. Some 
congregations observe this day by blessing 
pets, remembering that God pronounced   
animals — along with all creation — good. 
God saved not only Noah’s family but        
animals of all kinds from the Flood. And     
despite Jonah’s protests, God had           
compassion on Nineveh — “and [its] many 
animals” (Jonah 4:11). How intriguing that 
the prophet adds this point! 
Care for all living creatures is clearly part of 
the divine character. Animals don’t do        
anything to earn God’s favor except be  
themselves. From this, we can learn that God 
pours out love unconditionally. As Psalm 
36:6 (CEV) declares, “All people and animals 
are under your care.” 
 

Save The Date 
 
 
 

All dates are subject to change or                
cancellation due to COVID conditions. 

 
 10/29/21 Trunk Or Treat - 5pm - 7pm West 

Parking Lot 
 
 10/30/21 U of M vs State Tailgate Party has 

been cancelled 
 
 11/13/21 Fellowship Night - Euchre or ??? 

6:30pm Volkmar Hall 
 
 12/09/21 Adult White Elephant Holiday Party 

6:00pm Volkmar Hall 
 



Please Remember to keep….     
Ingrid Anderson                                                              
 Margaret Betko 

Lil Doddie 
John Kenney 

Diane Kwasnienski 
 Pat Landa  

Shirley Laneski 
Mallinger family 

Jeff & Vaughn Mattson 
Katherine Mincovsky 

Abby Ott 
Shirlee Pakkala 

 Mavis Romppainen 
Karen & Ken Ross, 

Kathy Saatio 
Aaron Sherman 
Dorothy Sweda 

Mary Vanderburg 
Alice Wiertalla 
Neil Williamson 

Debbie, Mary, Christine, Billy, Matt, 
June, Gracie, Charlie, Hassan, Carnetta, 

Jodi, Tina, Ben, & Good Hope…..          
In your prayers. 

 

 

If you are in need of prayers or would 
like to put someone on the prayer 
chain call Dorothy Sweda at            
734-422-2337 or the church office at 
734-427-3660. 

GOOD HOPE ’S  GOOD NE WS  PA GE 6  

Directory Changes 
 

New Address 

Eva Jackson 

14707 Northville Road 

Apt. 224 

Plymouth, MI 48170 

Ph # 734-928-7483 

 

 

Pillars of Faith 

Because Martin Luther nailed his 95 theses, or 
thoughts, to a church door in Wittenberg, Germany, on 
October 31, 1517, many Christians remember that day 
and the major changes, or Reformation, that resulted. 

Luther's theses contained three main pillars, which 
have stood for almost 500 years:  

1. Sola Scriptura (Scripture Alone) - The Bible is 
the sole authority in matters of faith, life and      
conduct. "All scripture is inspired by God and is 
useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and 
for training in righteousness" (2 Timothy 3:16, 
NRSV). 

2. Sola Fide (Faith Alone) - Christians are justified, 
or declared righteous, only through believing in  
Jesus Christ as Savior. Although morality and good 
works are important, they alone cannot lead to   
salvation. "A person is justified not by the works of 
the law but through faith in Jesus Christ" (Galatians 
2:16, NRSV).  

3. Sola Gratia (Grace Alone) - Grace is God's      
unmerited, or undeserved, favor. Salvation is a free 
gift from our gracious God. "For by grace you have 
been saved through faith, and this is not your own 
doing; it is the gift of God - not the result of works, 
so that no one may boast" (Ephesians 2:8-9, 
NRSV).  

Food Pantry with Drive-in Distribution 

We have monthly on-site food pantry  distribution 
with contact-less delivery.  Drive-through food 
pantry is in the east parking lot. Donations are  
always being accepted, you can purchase non-
perishable food items and drop them at the 
church office Monday, Wednesday, Friday from 
9:00 to noon, or on Sunday …Or you can make a 
donation online at www.goodhopeelca.org, 
specify for food pantry.  

Upcoming dates for Drive-in Distribution  

October 23rd 

November 20th 

December 18th 

January 22nd 



 
Answer: F 

Kid’s Page 
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