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Our Mission         
Statement 

We are the people        
of God               

shaped by               
Jesus Christ                    

and transformed by 
the Holy Spirit        in-
to a community    for 

others. 

 

Good Hope’s 

Good News 

 November 

2020  

Greetings from your Deacon’s desk! 

On October 25
th
 we recognized the Reformation of the church … a time 

in the church where many people began to wonder and ask questions 

about how to best celebrate and share the gifts we have in Jesus Christ.  

And for Martin Luther (and a host of other reformers), the ideas and 

questions he advocated were simply not viewed as ‘normal’ … they    

actually were viewed as a threat.  One of the many required classes  

during seminary (as you would expect) is a class on Reformation       

History, and the course I attended was taught by Dr. Timothy Wengert 

(an ELCA pastor, professor emeritus of Reformation history, and author 

and editor of more than 20 books.)  And as distinguished and honored 

as Dr. Wengert is, he is amazingly down to earth.  After one of his      

lectures on being freed from sin in Jesus Christ (using Luther’s Small 

Catechism proclamation that Jesus Christ ‘is my Lord … he has          

redeemed me … purchased and freed me from all sins, from death, and 

from the power of the devil’), Dr. Wengert asked a question that I don’t 

think I’ll ever forget … he asked, ‘So, now that you know that Jesus has 

taken and freed you from all sin, what are you going to do … now that 

you don’t have to do anything?’  What??!!  What am I going to do, now 

that I don’t have to do anything?  Don’t I need to do something to earn 

salvation? (No.)  What about serving others … don’t I need to do that? 

(No.)  How about shouting from the street corner that I believe in Jesus 

Christ and that I’d give my life for him (No.)  It’s a hard concept for us to 

wrap our heads around, and it just doesn’t seem normal, but there isn’t 

anything that we need to do … because Jesus-God has already done it 

for us (actually for all humanity … past, present, and future.)  Now that 

doesn’t mean that we can just do whatever we want, but the paradox is 

this … when we fully realize that we don’t need to do anything, we are in 

fact changed … we are changed into men and women who carry out 

Christ’s work … we are changed men and women who do God’s work.  

Even during this time in the church when things are not ‘normal’, Jesus 

Christ is still at work in the world through us … changing us every     mi-

nute … allowing us to reach out to the world in strange and unfamiliar 

ways … allowing us to do the things of Christ, not because we have to, 

but because we want to.     

Thank you for your service to Christ’s church in our community.  Thank 

you for doing the things that spread the gospel (even though we don’t 

have to.) Thank you for being reminded that Christ’s church isn’t just a 

building, it’s where men and women and children of faith gather together 

to worship Jesus the Christ … even during these not normal times … 

wherever that might be.    

Stay safe, stay healthy, and stay spiritual. 

Your brother in Christ,                                                                                  

Deacon Keith (DK)  



Vicar’s Corner 

Dear Good Hope Family, 

         Greetings in our Lord! I trust that you all have been enjoying the changes of the leaves as the 

work of Autumn continues. And while I very much enjoy seeing the panoply of colors, I confess that 

the shorter days can be hard for me- harder to wake up when it’s pitch black outside, hard to get 

comfortable when grey clouds impede the warm sunlight all day. I do some of my best work in the 

evening, and the earlier sunset makes that harder, too, as my body convinces me that bedtime isn’t 

far off. Maybe some of you feel the same way.  

As full participants in nature, our bodies and minds are affected just like any other animal: 

bracing for the coming winter. The stress of coronavirus and the stress of the election compound 

with this evolutionary impulse to prepare for winter. There’s so much negativity and incivility flying 

around. And for seven months and counting, we’ve had to curtail our interactions, something       

difficult for pack animals like ourselves. Now more than ever, it’s crucial that we maintain some sort 

of tie with the outside world and with our neighbors, because seasonal depression, addiction        

relapse, and social isolation are very real risk factors right now, especially for those who live alone. 

What God’s putting on my heart as I write this, I believe, is that the greater part of loving our 

neighbor is maintaining our relationships, especially with those folks who are compelled to stay 

home at this time. If you are able, please give your neighbor a call, or have a socially distanced visit 

through a window. What might seem like a small interaction to you can make the greatest difference 

to someone who feels lonely. May God bless you and yours during this time, and I thank you for 

your continued work to the glory of God in this congregation.  

Cordially, 

           Vicar Daniel 
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

11/1 Eric Anderson 

11/1 Brooke Gilland 

11/2 Rachel Alholinna 

11/2 Rita Harmon 

11/3 Lorinda Scott 

11/6 James Kroll 

11/6 Christopher Pola 

11/7   Kinslee Gilland 

11/8 Karen Pola 

11/10  Norma Schmick 

11/13  Julia Armstrong 

11/14  Karen Ross 

11/15  Izabelle Gilland 

11/16  Geri Daniels 

11/18  Joei Scarantino 

11/23  Kathy Saatio   
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NOVEMBER BAPTISMAL BIRTHDAYS 

11/01  Valinda Vincent 

11/01  Debra Wiertalla 

11/03   Martha Apigian 

11/09   Debbie Likeric 

11/09   JB Likeric 

11/09   Christopher Pola 

11/11   Heather Herrington 

11/24   Angela Cross 

11/29   Lilly Smith 

11/29   Sophie Smith 
 

If you know the date of your Baptism and would 
like to be included in the Baptismal birthdays, 
please let the office know. 

 

Wedding  Anniversaries 

11/20  John & Terry Bies………………….…39 yrs 

11/23  Tom & Judy Honkanen……….…….52 yrs 

11/24  Loren & Christine Baldwin.……….58 yrs 

11/30  James & Charlotte Kroll…..………...7 yrs 

 

Directory Changes 

Called to their Heavenly Home 

John VonKoss on October 1, 2020 

Paul Neidhardt on October 4, 2020 
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Drive-in Church 

Worship with us on Sunday at 10:30 … from the 
safety of your own vehicle.  Each week, drive-in 

church attendance is growing, the team is getting 
more efficient at setting up and putting things 
away, and the feedback has been great.  So, if you 

haven’t tried worshipping during drive-in church, 
join about 50-70 of your faith family at 10:30 on 
Sunday morning.  As long as it isn’t pouring rain, 

or a blizzard snowfall (fall and winter are         
coming!), we’ll be worshipping from our vehicles 
until we are able to worship together in the       

sanctuary.  

 

Game Night  

We had hoped to get in a Game Night before the 
end of the year, but that’s not to be.  Looking at 
the increased number of new COVID cases and the 
closeness of the holidays we decided not to have 
one this year…BUT…we would like to set a date 
in January.  If meeting in Volkmar Hall is not the 
right thing for us in January, there is another     
option.  We have been talking with Vicar Daniel 
(our younger and more techie person) about    
hooking us up with a ZOOM meeting where we 
can still play and interact with each other, but from 
our homes. If there is not enough interest in doing 
a Game Night we would not proceed with plans. 
We are looking at Saturday, January 9, 2021 for 
us to get together. Please let Debbie Kupel know 
if you would be interested in joining in the fun on 
January 9th.  Call or text 313-618-7941 or 
email dskupel@att.net. Would like to hear from 
you by November 16th. 

Stay Healthy - Stay Safe 

Fellowship/Outreach 

Food Pantry Resumes with                           
Drive-in Distribution 

We have resumed monthly on-site food pantry  

distribution with contact-less, drive-through food 
pantry in the east parking lot.  This is a wonderful 
ministry that is part of our DNA as a congregation, 

and it serves families who live in and around   
Garden City.   If you’re able to help, please call the 
church office … we need people to move boxes 

and direct traffic.  And as always, please            
remember to wear your mask.  And if you’re     
unable to physically help, you can purchase non-

perishable food items and drop them at the church 
office Monday – Friday from 9:00 to noon, or on 
Sunday … the food pantry shopping cart will be in 

front of the ‘pulpit.’.  On behalf of the families 
who are fed, thank you!  The upcoming dates for 

Drive-in Distribution are: November 21st &  

December 19th. 
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+ Christian Symbols +  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. 
Andrew’s Cross 

This cross is a symbol of humility and suffering. 
It first came into use during the Middle Ages.  
According to tradition, St. Andrew was crucified 
while preaching in Greece. He felt unworthy to be 
crucified in the same way as Jesus, so he begged 
that his cross be made differently. St. Andrew’s 
cross is the national cross of Scotland. It’s also 
called Cross Saltire.  

Bible Quiz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After Je- sus 
healed 10 men at one time, how many returned to 
thank him? What had been their ailment?  
 
A. five; blindness  
B. all 10; deafness  
C. one; possession by demons  
D. one; leprosy  

Look for answer elsewhere 
 



Please Remember to keep….                                                                    
Lori Bernth 

Margaret Betko 
Karen Boggs 

Lorraine Brown 
Lil Doddie 

 Margie Ford 
Sarah Hamilton 
Harold Kirsch 

Pat Landa 
Shirley Laneski 

Anna May Likeric 
Sharron Mann 

Jeff & Vaughn Mattson 
Katie Meinor 
Carol Napier 

Abby Ott 
Shirlee Pakkala 

Lois Pike 
Mavis Romppainen 

Kathy Saatio 
Kathy & Mark Sarrault 

Sharon Schalk 
Dorothy Sweda 

Al Thuernau 
Mary Vanderburg 
Ruth Werderitch 
Neil Williamson 

Brian Wilson 
Pete 

Debbie 
Allen 
Dillon 

Rebecca 
Billy 
Matt 
June 

   & Good Hope….……….....In your prayers. 
 

 
 
If you are in need of prayers or would like 
to put someone on the prayer chain call          
Dorothy Sweda at 734-422-2337                                     
or the church office at 734-427-3660. 
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Answer: D (See Luke 17:11-19. ) 

 

Kid’s Page 
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