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                      Good Hope Evangelical Lutheran Church 
28680 Cherry Hill Road 

Garden City, MI 48135–2799 

Church Office (734) 427–3660 

Church Fax (734) 522–5613 

Deacon Keith A. Miller 
   

 

 
May 23, 2020 
 
Good Hope Sisters and Brothers, 
 
Grace to you and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ! 

I trust and pray this letter finds you and your family well and safe during this time in our lives when 
we’re living with the reality of COVID-19.  I think it’s an understatement to say that COVID-19 has 
affected almost everything we do, including our worship practices.  We all long to return to 
worshipping together, to receive the love of Jesus the Christ, and to share that love with our family of 
faith in person.  We are all missing the gift of community worship.  But as your Council plans for our 
eventual return to worship, there are two realities we have to face head on, and understand those 
realities as decisions are made … the first is a biblical reality, the second is the physical reality of 
COVID-19. 
 
In Genesis, we are told that God created all that there is, and he gave humankind the responsibility to 
care for it.  Sometimes when we read the first few chapters of Genesis, we interpret that scripture as 
instructing us to care for the earth (the plants, animals, and the earth itself), and of course all that is 
certainly true.  But that text also tells us to care for each other … to ensure the actions humanity 
takes show love for people.  In the New Testament, we read the following in the apostle Paul’s letter 
to the church in Rome, ‘Rejoice in our confident hope.  Be patient in trouble, and keep on praying’ 
(Romans 12:12.)   In these texts (and many others), we are told to care for each other and to be 
patient. 
 
The other reality we have to face head on is the physical reality of COVID-19.  It is a virus that is 
easily spread when people gather together, and we are still actively fighting the spread of this 
disease.  And it disproportionately attacks the most vulnerable in our family, and absolutely doesn’t 
care what any of our politicians say.  On Friday May 22nd, President Trump declared that houses of 
worship are essential and should open immediately.  On that same day, Governor Whitmer extended 
the stay at home order through June 12th, even as some of the state begins to re-open for business.   
 
It certainly is confusing.  But it's through the two lenses identified above (scriptural and physical) that 
your Council is working to implement guidelines, and planning for a safe return to community worship, 
that is consistent with recommendations provided by the ELCA, Southeast Michigan Synod, and the 
CDC.  Preliminary thoughts and plans regarding when we will return to community worship include 
the following (although this isn’t an all-inclusive list and may be updated as additional information and 
data becomes available): 
 

• Contracting with a company that specializes in sanitizing and disinfecting to disinfect the entire 
building prior to our return, and to perform weekly sanitizing of the sanctuary and high-traffic 
areas.  
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• Wiping down frequently touched items (door handles, sink faucet, etc.) following each worship 
service.  

• Continue regular and normal cleaning of the building. 

• Begin gathering for in-person community worship when 50 people are allowed to gather (as 
defined by the State of Michigan ‘MI Safe Start’ plan.)  Of course, the big question in 
everybody’s mind (including mine) is when will 50 people be allowed to gather?  Right now, we 
do not know that date. 

• Follow strict social distancing guidelines, require face coverings (masks or face shields), and 
require hand sanitizing prior to entering the Narthex.  

• Initially, conduct two identical Sunday morning services (preliminary thoughts are 9:00 AM and 
11:00 AM) to allow for social distancing (the details of who attends which service are not yet 
determined.) 

• Conduct baptisms and distribute communion during community worship only when it is safe to 
do so (which means we will refrain from both for a little while.) 

• We will continue our on-line worshipping activities even after we are able to worship in 
community (check out our website at goodhopeelca.org for all kinds of worshipping and faith 
building documents and videos.) 

 
These are unprecedented times in the modern world, the church at large, and for the Good Hope 
community of faith.  And even though we have to acknowledge that our in-person worship experience 
will initially be quite different from what it was when we last worshipped together, we can also be 
assured that God is with us, and the holy spirit will be present in our lives in ways that we can’t even 
imagine.   
 
In fact, I believe the holy spirit has already blessed us, and has opened doors for us to spread the 
gospel of Jesus Christ in new and exciting ways.  For example: 
 

• The church office has remained open to conduct the necessary work of the congregation (yes, 

we’re still at work.)   During the Governor’s stay at home order (extended through June 12th), 

we continue to ask everybody not to visit (although there are a small number of exceptions, 

and those folks have already been notified.)  

• We have been blessed by many who have been able to continue their worship offering (via 

mail or electronic donation via our website at goodhopeelca.org.)  And while we were 

successful in obtaining some relief under the payroll protection plan, your worship offerings are 

critically important during this time, and I can’t even begin to tell you how grateful I am and how 

blessed Good Hope is for your continued financial gifts and support.   

• We’ve also been blessed by an additional financial gift from the Christus Victor congregation 

as they have finalized their merger plan.  

• And as I’ve written before, if you have lost your job, or have had your hours cut, and are 

unable to continue your worship offering at this time, please do not send your worship offering.  

There will be time later, when things are back to ‘normal’ for you to resume and ‘catch up’ on 

your offering.  

• We continue to provide food boxes to people who are hungry who call the church office (we 

are distributing them safely … by placing the boxes on the porch to be picked up.) 

• The number of people visiting our website has dramatically increased (in the last 90 days, 

we’ve had over 3,500 visits to our website, more than 10 times the normal website traffic), 

which means we are spreading the gospel of Jesus to people we were not previously reaching. 
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• The Parsonage Sale Committee, Board or Properties, and Council continue to work and make 

progress toward selling the parsonage, and will soon list the parsonage on the market. 

• Based on the congregation’s approval, we have interviewed and will be welcoming Daniel 

Collins as our seminarian intern from United Theological Seminary.  Daniel will join us in July 

(even if we’re not back to in-person worship) to begin his learning experience and preparation 

for ministry, and to assist us further in spreading the gospel in and around our community. 

• And there are so many other ways the holy spirit has blessed us, even in this uncertain time. 

 
In a recent letter to the Southeast Michigan clergy, Bishop Don Kreiss wrote the following regarding 
reopening church: ‘The church cannot ‘re-open’ because we never ‘closed’. Of course, worship looks 
different. Our means of gathering has changed. We have made adaptations, adjustments, and 
adopted new technology. But we never closed.’  I especially like that characterization.  Good Hope 
church is not a building (although we love to gather in that space.)  The church of Jesus Christ is the 
spreading of the good news … telling others about the astonishing gift of life we have through the life, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus the Christ … through people … faithful men and women doing the 
best we can knowing that we walk in the grace and light of Jesus. 
 
As I ended my previous letter, our spiritual journey, our relationship with a loving and merciful God, 
and our trust and faith in Jesus the Christ has prepared us for times exactly like this.  Please pray for 
those impacted by this global pandemic, the medical professionals caring for patients, and the 
scientists and clinicians who are working to identify the proper treatments and vaccine.  And know 
that above all, God is with us, walking with us (and during our most trying times, carrying us.)  Also 
know that Christ’s church will be (and is already being) strengthened and made new through this 
time.  And pray that we will always understand that we are children of God, given the responsibility to 
care for each other and to be patient while God works. 
 
 
Your brother in Christ,  
 
Deacon Keith (DK)    
 


