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March 16, 2020 
 
Good Hope men and women of faith, 
 
There are many unknowns regarding the coronavirus, and new information and data is 
changing rapidly and daily, but one thing is clear … social distancing (minimizing 
contact with each other) is an essential part of our collective response.   As Christians, 
we are called to love one another as God loved us, and to care for and protect the most 
vulnerable among us.  As such, consistent with the recommendation of the Bishop's 
office, governmental guidelines at the state and local levels, and to do everything that 
we can to minimize the spread of the coronavirus by restricting the gathering of people 
in groups, your Council met in an emergency session on Thursday night (March 12th), 
and voted to suspend all gathering activities (including Sunday and Wednesday 
services, Board meetings, choir practices, Bible studies, confirmation and Sunday 
School, etc.) beginning immediately and continuing until March 31, 2020.  
The plan is to resume gathering together in worship on Palm Sunday (April 5th). 
 
As people of God, it is our moral, civic, and spiritual obligation to care for one another 
by taking the necessary steps to slow the spread of this virus, and at the same time to 
continue to serve our communities with generosity, hope, and joy.  So, to help us stay 
connected as a faith family during this time, please note the following: 

• The church office will be open to conduct the necessary functions of the church. 

• I will be at church every day to provide spiritual support, conversation, and prayer 

(it’s a good idea to call before traveling to the office to ensure I’m available.) 

• Individual Communion will be available in the sanctuary during the week from 

noon to 2:00 PM, and on Sunday morning from 10:00 AM to noon. 

• Beginning Monday March 16th, I’ll post the Sunday scriptures, and a few thoughts 

and questions for you to consider (call it a mini sermon) on our website 

(goodhopeelca.org) and on Facebook.  

• On Wednesday at 7:00 PM, we will have a virtual Lenten prayer service.  You 

may join from your telephone at home (or actually from any telephone) by calling 

857-799-9925 to join the call.  We’ll read the Lenten scripture, offer up prayers to 

people we know and love, pray for our current situation in the world, and recite 

the Lord’s Prayer together.  I expect our time together will last about 20 minutes. 



• Our financial status will be strained during this time as we will continue to pay our 

bills and experience expenses (the office, custodial, and music staff will continue 

to be paid during this time), while we anticipate a significant reduction in income.  

So, I encourage you to consider your continued financial support of God’s 

ministry at Good Hope.  You can provide your worship offering online at 

goodhopeelca.org or mail (or deliver) it to the church office. 

• Currently, our Annual Meeting is rescheduled to Sunday April 19th.  

• Finally, wash your hands frequently, bump elbows instead of handshakes, and 

maintain distance between you and others … and most importantly, if you do not 

feel well, stay at home. 

 
Our spiritual journey, our relationship with a loving and merciful God, and our trust and 
faith in Jesus the Christ has prepared us for times exactly like this.  Please pray for 
those impacted by this global pandemic, the medical professionals caring for patients, 
and the scientists and clinicians who are working to identify the proper treatments and 
vaccine.  And know that God is with us, walking with us (and during our most trying 
times, carrying us) through our life's most difficult times. 
 
Your brother in Christ,  
 
DK    
 

http://goodhopeelca.org/

