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Greetings from the Deacon’s desk! 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old 

has gone, the new is here! (2nd Corinthians 5:17.)  This is a wonderful 

text from Paul’s second letter to the church in the city of Corinth.  In it, 

we have the assurance that we are always being made into a new     

creation … that our old sinful self is constantly being replaced with a 

new spiritual being.  Pastor Dana Runestad once equated this truth 

about us being recreated every second with breathing … we exhale our 

old sinful self, and we inhale the holy spirit’s cleansing.  It is a wonderful 

image.  But being created a new … being renewed every day also 

means that we change … every day.  Ughh, there’s that awful word … 

change.  There aren’t many guarantees in life, but there seems to be 

one thing that is pretty certain (you could call it a guarantee) … that in 

our lives, change will happen.  And we have certainly been through our 

fair share of change over the last 15 or so months.  Change can be    

disturbing … it’s something that we sometimes fear and often become 

anxious about, usually because we don’t feel in control.  As you read 

this newsletter, things have changed at Good Hope.  Vicar Daniel has 

completed his year-long internship, and is now beginning an assignment 

at St. Thomas Lutheran Church on Grosse Ile while he finishes his    

seminary work.  And his life is about to change in a big way as he and 

Vicar Amelia await the birth of their son.  Things are about to change (if 

only a little) in the sanctuary, as we begin the process of installing two 

big screen TVs and prepare for a fall kick-off of a new and different   

worship service (while keeping the traditional Lutheran worship service 

largely unchanged.)  And I’m quite certain that you’ve experienced (and 

are experiencing) your own set of changes these days.  But change also 

means that God’s plan for your life is being realized, and the good news 

is that God has a plan for your life that includes hope, and a future filled 

with grace and forgiveness and love and life through Jesus the Christ.  

Because even though the truth about change is that it can be              

uncomfortable, there’s also another truth about change … it often means 

that we grow.  We grow in our faith, we grow in our understanding of the 

triune God, and we grow in our understanding in the resurrected Christ.  

And even though we experience change, we have the promise that the 

holy spirit God is walking with us through all of our personal changes.  

And we have the promise (or should I say, guarantee) that his presence 

is always with us, renewing us each and every day. 

Thank you for supporting this ministry with your prayers, your presence, 

and your worship offering.  You have made a difference.  As we move 

into the summer season, please stay safe, stay healthy, and stay      

spiritual. 

Your brother in Christ, Deacon Keith (DK)  



 
Financial Corner – for May 2021 

 
Worship Offering (non-designated offerings) vs. Budget: 
 
Our monthly budget requirement is $10,955 (Annual Budget of $131,456 / 12 Months). 
 
May’s worship offering (non-designated offering): 
 May offering:  $14,276 
 Monthly budget:  $10,955 
 Monthly offering higher / (lower) than budget: $3,321 
 
2021 Year-to-Date (January through May)  
 Y-T-D Offering: $61,388 
 Y-T-D Budget:  $54,775 
 Y-T-D Offering higher / (lower) than budget: $6,613 
 
Please note: The above schedule represents budget items and do not include funds collected for 
dedicated funds (e.g., Food Pantry, Tim Hall Fund, Good Sam, Memorial Funds, or other special 
offerings) and does not include special and unbudgeted expenses (e.g., furnace or A/C                
replacement.)  Actual gross expenses and bank account balances are are also not included. 
 
 
 
Thrivent Investments: 
Mission Endowment (provided by Christus Victor) 
 2021 Beginning Balance  $126,001.03 
  Redemptions         9,750.00 (Vicar Daniel’s salary) 
  Gains (YTD)         2,278.32 
 Ending Balance (05/31/21) $118,529.35 
 
Other Investments 
 2021 Beginning Balance  $162,361.64 
                 Deposit                                 50,000.00 
  Gains (YTD)              11,671.11 
 Ending Balance (05/31/21) $224,032.75 
 
TOTAL Thrivent Investments:  $342,562.10 
 
 
Debbie Kupel - Treasurer 
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7/3 Kailee Bledsoe 

7/3 Lou Trongo 

7/5 Loren Baldwin 

7/7 Bethany Ewing 

7/9 Mike Bachorik 

7/10 Shirley Laneski 

7/13 Fred Owens 

7/17 JB Likeric 

7/18 Helen Crawford 

7/18 Aaron Sherman 

7/20 Linda Clarey 
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JULY BAPTISMAL BIRTHDAYS 

7/01 Christine Baldwin  

7/01   Donald McAdam 

7/05   Julius Owens 

7/05   Michael Yesko 

7/13   Christopher Brown 

7/13   Nicholas Brown Jr. 

7/14   Sharon VerDow 

7/18 Ethan Mincovsky 

7/19 Carol Kenyon 

7/20 Mary Ann Garza 

7/20 Richard Garza 

7/21 Dorothy Stiles 

7/22 Sheryl Beebe 

7/24 Eleanore Stirling 

7/26 Hailey Pedersen 

7/30  Louis Trongo 

If you know the date of your Baptism and would 
like to be included in the Baptismal birthdays, 
please let the office know. 

Wedding  Anniversaries 

7/01  Douglas & Kathleen Plond              32 years 

7/16  Mike & Carol Bachorik                    55 years 

7/20  Larry & Jackie Suuppi                       7 years 
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Save The Date 
 
Yeah!!!  Fellowship/Outreach is back to planning events.  We have a Save The Date listing for the 
next couple of months.  Make some plans to join us for some fun towards the end of summer. We 
welcome your suggestions and would love to see your smiling face and fresh ideas at our meetings. 
Fellowship/Outreach has a combined meeting on the third Tuesday of every month at 7:00pm. If 
you have questions you can talk to any of us on the boards…Anna Risen, Connie Rose, Deacon 
Keith, Debbie Kupel, Jim Doddie and Rita Harmon. 
 

SAVE THE DATE EVENTS 
 

Game Night - Saturday 08/14/21 
Vendor Show - Saturday 09/04/21 (11am - 4pm) 

Euchre Night - Saturday 09/18/21 
Trunk or Treat - Friday 10/29/21 

Michigan vs Michigan State Game - Saturday 10/30/21 

Highly esteemed
After returning from a lengthy mission trip 
overseas, John Huffman and his fellow    
passengers were held up in customs for two 
hours. When he finally made it to the 
packed airport lobby, Huffman realized it 
might take a while to find his family. But 
suddenly his 3-year-old daughter ran toward 
him yelling, “Daddy! Daddy! That’s my    
daddy!” and launched into his arms.  

“What a welcome,” he writes. “I have never 
felt so loved and acknowledged in my life.” 
Perhaps that’s how God feels when we call 
on his name in worship and prayer,          
acknowledging him as our heavenly Father 
— and honoring him above all else.  

 

A prayer for the Fourth 
 
 

 
 
Loving God, we thank you — the true Father 
of our country — for the blessings of this land 
and the gifts of cultures around the world. 
Prompt us to strive for justice for all, at home 
and abroad. Remind us, in the words of the 
hymn, that “this is our Father's world” and that 
your goodness prevails. Amid tragedies and 
conflicts, guard us against despair. Help us 
focus on the kindness evident daily: from  
generous neighbors to conscientious public 
servants (because most are). On                
Independence Day and every day, “O let [us] 
ne’er forget that though the wrong seems oft 
so strong, God is the Ruler yet.” Amen. 
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+ Christian Symbols +  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OIL 

In the Old Testament, oil symbolized         
consecration to God. The temple altar and 
king’s heads were anointed with oil to set 
them apart as holy. In the New Testament, oil 
often represented the Holy Spirit. Jesus and 
his followers were anointed for their minis-
tries (see Luke 4:18 and Acts 10:38).  

Bible Quiz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An unnamed relative of Paul obstructed a     
conspiracy to kill the apostle. What was this   
rescuer’s relation to Paul?  
 
A. nephew  
B. niece  
C. brother  
D. sister  

Look for answer elsewhere 
 

 

Directory Changes 

 

New Address 

Barbara Mihailoff 

34601 Elmwood Ave. Apt 206 

Westland, MI 48185 

 

Transferred in 

Russ Juliette & Janice Larente 

14474 Ronnie Lane 

Livonia, MI 48154 

734-658-5001 

Looking for Worship Service Assistants!! 

    With Vicar Daniel going onto his next Call, 
we will be needing Assisting Ministers,  
Readers and Communion Assistance starting 
July 4th. We will be going back to full      
communion (bread and wine) at the 10:00 
indoor service also starting on July 4th and 
the last drive in service is July 11th.  

    If you are interested in any of these       
ministries, please contact Diane Rinehart  
either by text: 734-718-6227 or email: 
di_rinehart@sbcglobal.net.  

 



Please Remember to keep…. 
Julia Allen                                                                    

Martha Apigian 
Steve Bertl 

 Margaret Betko 
Lil Doddie 

Rita Harmon 
 Pat Landa  

Shirley Laneski 
Jeff & Vaughn Mattson 

Katie Meinor  
Katherine Mincovsky 

Abby Ott 
Shirlee Pakkala 

Rajt Family 
 Mavis Romppainen 

Connie Rose 
Karen & Ken Ross, 

Kathy Saatio 
Aaron Sherman 
Dorothy Sweda 
Denise Szware 

Mary Vanderburg 
Neil Williamson 

Debbie, Mary, Christine, Billy, Matt,    
Angelique, June, Allen, Dillon, Daniel, 
Charlie, Hassan, Carnetta, Tina, Mike, 

Meagan, Ben, Barb, Bobby, Alicja, Larry, 
Russ, Donna, Telbaum family &       
Good Hope…..In your prayers. 

 
 

If you are in need of prayers or would 
like to put someone on the prayer 
chain call Dorothy Sweda at            
734-422-2337 or the church office at 
734-427-3660. 
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Friendly signposts 
 
 

 
 
 
We need friends. Friends guide us, care for us, 
confront us in love, console us in times of pain. 
Although we speak of “making friends,” friends 
cannot be made. Friends are free gifts from God. 
But God gives us the friends we need when we 
need them if we fully trust in God’s love. 
Friends cannot replace God. They have limitations 
and weaknesses like we have. Their love is never 
faultless, never complete. But in their limitations 
they can be signposts on our journey towards the 
unlimited and unconditional love of God. Let’s   
enjoy the friends whom God has sent on our way. 
—Henri Nouwen, Bread for the Journey 

Food Pantry with Drive-in Distribution 

We have monthly on-site food pantry distribution 
with contact-less delivery.  Drive-through food 
pantry is in the east parking lot. Donations are 
always being accepted, you can purchase non-
perishable food items and drop them at the 
church office Monday, Wednesday, Friday from 
9:00 to noon, or on Sunday …   Or you can make 
a donation online at www.goodhopeelca.org, 
specify for food pantry.  

  

The upcoming dates for  Drive-in Distribution 
from 9am - Noon 

July 24th 

August 28th 

September 25th 



 
Answer: A (See Acts 23:12-22, esp. v. 16.)  

Kid’s Page 
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