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Gospel reading - John 9:1-41 

‘As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth.  His disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, 

this man or his parents, that he was born blind?"  Jesus answered, "Neither this man nor his parents 

sinned; he was born blind so that God's works might be revealed in him.  We must work the works of 

him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work.  As long as I am in the world, 

I am the light of the world."  When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the 

saliva and spread the mud on the man's eyes,  saying to him, "Go, wash in the pool of Siloam" (which 

means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see.  The neighbors and those who 

had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, "Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?"  Some 

were saying, "It is he." Others were saying, "No, but it is someone like him." He kept saying, "I am the 

man."  But they kept asking him, "Then how were your eyes opened?"  He answered, "The man 

called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, "Go to Siloam and wash.' Then I went 

and washed and received my sight."  They said to him, "Where is he?" He said, "I do not know."  

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind.  Now it was a Sabbath day 

when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes.  Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he 

had received his sight. He said to them, "He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see."  

Some of the Pharisees said, "This man is not from God, for he does not observe the Sabbath." But 

others said, "How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?" And they were divided.  So they 

said again to the blind man, "What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened." He said, "He 

is a prophet."  The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they 

called the parents of the man who had received his sight and asked them, "Is this your son, who you 

say was born blind? How then does he now see?"  His parents answered, "We know that this is our 

son, and that he was born blind; but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who 

opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself."  His parents said this because they 

were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the 

Messiah would be put out of the synagogue.  Therefore his parents said, "He is of age; ask him."  So, 

for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, "Give glory to God! 

We know that this man is a sinner."  He answered, "I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I 

do know, that though I was blind, now I see."  They said to him, "What did he do to you? How did he 

open your eyes?"  He answered them, "I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you 

want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?"  Then they reviled him, saying, 

"You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses.  We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as 

for this man, we do not know where he comes from."  The man answered, "Here is an astonishing 

thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes.  We know that God does 

not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will.  Never since the 

world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind.  If this man were 

not from God, he could do nothing."  They answered him, "You were born entirely in sin, and are you 

trying to teach us?" And they drove him out.  Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he 

found him, he said, "Do you believe in the Son of Man?"  He answered, "And who is he, sir? Tell me, 

so that I may believe in him."  Jesus said to him, "You have seen him, and the one speaking with you 

is he."  He said, "Lord, I believe." And he worshiped him.  Jesus said, "I came into this world for 

judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind."  Some of 
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the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, "Surely we are not blind, are we?"  Jesus said to 

them, "If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, "We see,' your sin remains.’ 

Today’s gospel is rich with metaphors of light and sight, but the central focus of the lesson is vision … 

or more accurately stated, the focus is a lesson on the difference between seeing and having vision.  

A blind man from birth is given sight, and the Pharisees’ reaction demonstrates their failure to see 

who Jesus really is … God who walks among us and with us through life’s most difficult times.   

Susan and I have a friend who’s legally blind.  She wasn’t born blind, but genetic retina issues and 

dozens of failed surgeries have left her unable to see.  She can see vague shapes and some colors, 

but mostly, as she puts it, her sight is primarily light, darkness, undefined shapes moving, and a few 

colors.  She’s married to another friend of ours, and they attend one of those mega churches in Troy.  

She tells a story when one time, as they were leaving church, they stopped to talk to a few of their 

friends, and something caught her attention.  She of course couldn’t see what it was, so she asked 

her husband what was ‘over there.’  He said it was some guy, alone … probably waiting for his 

friends.  Now normally, she would have just left it at that, but there was something about this guy that 

she felt compelled to investigate.  After a few minutes, she asked her husband, ‘is he still standing 

there, alone?’  ‘Yes.’  ‘Go over and talk to him.’  At this point, her husband did what nearly all 

husbands do, he said, ‘what, are you crazy! … he’s just waiting for his friends … I don’t know him … 

he doesn’t know us … can’t you just leave it alone?’  To which she replied … ‘No.’  Eventually, her 

husband did go over to introduce himself to the man standing alone.  This is where the story gets a 

little God-weird … when the hair on the back of my neck stood up when I first heard this story (it’s 

absolutely true by the way) … in a way that I knew God was at work.  The man said that he had never 

visited that church before, he wasn’t waiting for any friends, actually he wasn’t a church-goer.  In fact, 

he was on his way to commit suicide (he had the firearm in the car), and as he passed by that church 

… that big church … and told himself that if just one person would come up and ask how he was 

doing, he wouldn’t go through with it.  This man was standing there, alone, being seen by many 

people who noticed him, but it took somebody with vision to see him. 

Today’s gospel lesson is clear … God does not see us, or look at us as other people do.  God sees 

us as men and women of faith who are broken and sinful, but still trying to do the best we can to 

believe and trust and acknowledge Jesus as the one who saves us.  God sees us as men and 

women of faith trying to understand his gift of grace and mercy that we have been so abundantly 

given (and for which we do not deserve.)   God sees us as his children, who never stops loving us.   

And he wants us to see others the same way. 

Peace be with you my brothers and sisters … and have the faith and the vision to see and love others 

as God sees and loves us.  

 


