
Gospel reading - John 20:19-31 

‘When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the 

disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 

"Peace be with you."  After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples 

rejoiced when they saw the Lord.  Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has 

sent me, so I send you."  When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the 

Holy Spirit.  If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are 

retained."  But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 

came.  So, the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see 

the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I 

will not believe."  A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 

Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you."  

Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in 

my side. Do not doubt but believe."  Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!"  Jesus said to 

him, "Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 

have come to believe."  Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are 

not written in this book.  But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the 

Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing, you may have life in his name.’ 

Alleluia! Christ is risen!  Indeed, he has! If you’ve been watching some of the Daily Minute videos, 

you heard me say that Easter isn’t just one day on the calendar, it’s not even a season in the church 

calendar.  Easter is every day.  Because of Jesus the Christ (and not by anything we do), we receive 

the gift of resurrection … every single moment of every day.    

And while we believe and understand that our resurrection is secured for us today, it appears that the 

first followers were having some difficulty processing that reality.  They were confused, and 

wondering what had happened to Jesus, and they wondered what would happen to them, and they 

were paralyzed with fear and worry.  And through the lens of today’s understanding, that’s probably a 

normal human response.  After all, in today’s reading, it’s been about 12 hours (or so) after that first 

Easter morning.  Twelve hours after the women saw the tomb empty.  Twelve hours after Peter and 

John ran to the tomb to see for themselves that it was empty.  And in those hours, without Jesus to 

teach them, they hadn’t quite connected the dots between what Jesus told them (you see, he 

predicted his resurrection … ‘Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up’ (John 2:19)) … 

and the empty grave that they saw with their own eyes.  They were frightened and shaking. They 

were hiding behind closed and locked doors because, while they didn’t quite know where Jesus was, 

they knew full well what they saw … how he was tortured … and nailed to a cross … and left to suffer 

an agonizing death.  And the last thing they wanted was to experience that for themselves, so they 

were afraid.  It’s natural, and I think all of us would all have been shaking in our boots on that day too.   

But in an instant, with four little words, Jesus cuts through all their fears.  ‘Peace be with you.’  You 

know, we say it (or some derivative of it) all the time … ‘peace be with you’ … ‘God’s peace’ … or just 

‘peace.’  And while I believe when we say ‘peace’, we actually mean it … we want an end to war and 

conflict, an end to violence, and an end to distant and hurtful relationships … I sometimes wonder if 

we understand what Jesus meant when he said ‘Peace be with you.’   



The peace that Jesus gives (the one that surpasses all understanding (Philippians 4:7)) calms our 

fears … it allows us to cope with uncertainty and worry and pain.  The peace that Jesus gives erases 

the fear of the unknown.  I don’t think he meant that we wouldn’t face hardship … many of us can 

attest to that.  But I think what he meant was, despite all the hardships and the unknowns, he saves 

us from death, and that the holy spirit will always be with us.  Despite all our hardship, Jesus gives us 

peace.  And for that we don’t need to be paralyzed with fear.   

Amen 


