
Gospel reading - John 17:1-11 

After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, ‘Father, the hour has come; 

glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority over all people, 

to give eternal life to all whom you have given him.  And this is eternal life, that they may know you, 

the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.  I glorified you on earth by finishing the 

work that you gave me to do.  So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I 

had in your presence before the world existed.  I have made your name known to those whom you 

gave me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word.  

Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; for the words that you gave to me I 

have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they 

have believed that you sent me.  I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, 

but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours.  All mine are yours, and yours 

are mine; and I have been glorified in them.  And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the 

world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so 

that they may be one, as we are one.’ 

Today is often called ‘Ascension Sunday’ in the church calendar … it’s the Sunday following Jesus’ 

ascension from earth into heaven (check out Acts 1:1-11 to refresh your memory or read about it for 

the first time.)  Throughout the weeks, since Jesus’ resurrection, our scripture texts have been filled 

with life lessons on how we might live our lives, now that we understand that Jesus’ resurrection has 

changed everything for us.  But, today is a Sunday that can sometimes feel like an ‘in-between’ 

Sunday … positioned in-between the physical departure of Jesus (his Ascension), and the arrival of 

the holy spirit next Sunday (Pentecost.)  But in this ‘in-between’ Sunday, we gather with the disciples 

in the upper room (as recorded in the gospel of John), waiting for the spirit of God to transform the 

church.  How appropriate.  Because, in this time in our lives, we can feel like we’re in the middle … in-

between.  In-between the life that we once knew and enjoyed pre-COVID-19, and hoping and waiting 

for our return to that time.  And while the executive orders that we find ourselves living under are 

beginning to slowly relax, we are still waiting for transformation.  We of course, are given the promise 

that transformation will indeed arrive … but we don’t wait well, do we?     

 

Just prior to this text in John, Jesus told his disciples that their sadness will be turned to joy.  He told 

them to expect many trials and sorrows in their days ahead, but he finished by saying … ‘but take 

courage, I have conquered the world.’  Then, in today’s text, we read about prayer … a prayer that 

Jesus offered that reinforces that we are God’s people, that we belong to him.  But today’s prayer 

isn’t just any ordinary prayer … we read about a very special request that Jesus makes … that we 

would know God.  Now, knowing about God is not the same as knowing God.  To know someone is 

to have a relationship with that person … to truly understand that person … and that person truly 

understands you.  That’s knowing somebody, and Jesus asks God that we would know him.  And 

knowing God in that way, brings transformation.  That’s what Jesus asked for … that we would have 

an intimate relationship with the triune God.   

 

When we begin that relationship journey, we find that we don’t live in the in-between times … we live 

in the resurrection, so know that Jesus indeed has conquered the world … past, present, and future. 

 

Amen. 


