
Gospel reading – John 14: 15-21 

‘If you love me, you will keep my commandments.  And I will ask the Father, and he will give you 

another Advocate, to be with you forever.  This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, 

because it neither sees him nor knows him.  You know him, because he abides with you, and he will 

be in you.  I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you.  In a little while the world will no longer 

see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live.  On that day you will know that I am in 

the Father, and you in me, and I in you.  You who have my commandments and keep them are those 

who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal 

myself to them.’   

The gospel of John provides us some of Jesus’ most memorable teachings, his wonderfully 

communicated imagery on the nature of our relationship with God, his longest sermons, and some of 

his most powerful miracles. But for many readers, it’s also the most challenging gospel to read and 

understand, because there’s so much to take in.  Allow me to make three observations on today’s text 

that might cut to the core of Jesus’ message. 

First, we read that Jesus told his followers ‘if you love me, you will keep my commandments.’ 

Remember, this text follows Jesus’ declaration ‘I am the way, the truth, and the life’, so while we can 

place our full trust in Jesus for life, he also tells us (in today’s text) to ‘keep my commandments.’  In 

the gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke, Jesus provided a simple short summary of the original 10 

commandments when replying to a question somebody asked him, (‘Teacher, what’s the most 

important commandment?’)  Jesus replied, ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, 

all your mind, and all your strength.  The second is equally important, love your neighbor as yourself.’   

In short, these are the commandments that we’re to keep … love God and love people.  Jesus 

instructs us to show the same kind of love of God and love of people that he has shown us. 

Secondly, Jesus promised to send somebody else to be with us, to walk with us, and to carry us on 

our journey after he had departed the earth.  He called this person the ‘advocate’, and in the original 

Greek language it means a comforter who bestows spiritual aid … a helper in time of trouble … 

somebody who encourages and teaches … and somebody who provides consolation.  Throughout 

the church history, ‘advocate’ became the title for the holy spirit, whose role includes encouraging, 

strengthening, and supporting God’s people.  And Jesus promised he would send this person to us.  

But he didn’t say that the Advocate would visit, or that he/she would occasionally stop by and simply 

say ‘hello’, no, Jesus told us that the advocate … our advocate … would be with us forever.  In times 

of unbelievable stress and anxiety, in times when we simply feel disconnected, and in times of our 

great joy … our advocate is with us … forever.  

Finally, as if Jesus knew that what he was saying would be difficult for us to understand, he said ‘I will 

not leave you orphaned.’  He already told his followers that they would not be spiritual orphans, and 

that he would return (John 14:1-4), but in this text he’s crystal clear … you will not be orphaned … 

you will not be left alone … you will not be left behind … you will not be fatherless (or motherless.) 

In this brief portion of scripture, we’re taught to love God and love people, that the holy spirit will be 

with us forever, that we are assured we will not be left to fend for ourselves, and that because of 

Jesus, we have life. And during this time in our lives, maybe that’s all we need right now. 

Amen. 

 


