
Gospel reading - John 14:1-14 

"Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me.  In my Father's house there 
are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you?  
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I 
am, there you may be also.  And you know the way to the place where I am going."  Thomas said to 
him, "Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?"  Jesus said to him, "I 
am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.  If you know 
me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him."  Philip said to 
him, "Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied."  Jesus said to him, "Have I been with you all 
this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can 
you say, "Show us the Father'?  Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? 
The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his 
works.  Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me 
because of the works themselves.  Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the 
works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father.  I will 
do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son.  If in my name you 
ask me for anything, I will do it. 

Today’s gospel reading brings a smile to my spirit.  Just when I need to be reassured … just when I 
need to have another shot of holy spirit energy … just when I need to know that everything will be 
alright, Jesus himself says, ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled.  Believe in God, believe also in me.’  
For me, this text is scripture that I can rest in.  But maybe for many, as we might generally be getting 
tired of staying at home during our stay-at-home-order, these farewell words from Jesus don’t bring 
comfort or energy or reassurance.  Maybe for many, we identify more with Thomas (yes, the same 
doubting Thomas who wouldn’t believe until he saw the wounds in Jesus’ hands and in his side.)  
After Jesus tells his disciples, ‘you know the way to the place where I am going’. Thomas blurts out, 
‘Lord, we don’t know where you are going.  How can we know the way?’  It seems that Thomas is the 
only one in the room that day who actually said out loud what other people were thinking.  And in the 
same way, we can blurt out something like, ‘wait a minute Jesus, what do you mean “don’t let your 
hearts be troubled” … there’s a lot going on that is troubling in our lives these days.’  That’s true. 
There is a lot going on these days in the midst of a worldwide pandemic that is troubling. 

But in the words that Jesus spoke, we shouldn’t confuse experiencing difficult and horrendous things 
with troubled hearts.  The Greek word that is interpreted ‘troubled’ in this text means something like to 
take away calmness of one’s mind.  In the face of his own death … when he would have had every 
right to be completely panicked … Jesus told his disciples not to lose the ability to be calm.  In other 
words, don’t panic because God would be with them.  And that’s one of the great lessons for us today 
through this scripture … especially in the context of COVID-19 … that we don’t need to panic.  God is 
with us today, and that through Jesus the Christ, we can have confidence in God’s power to be with 
us during all the times in our live when we face crisis. 

Another lesson we see in this text, and through Thomas’ words to Jesus, is that we can be completely 
and utterly honest with God.  When we don’t understand what’s happening in the world around us, we 
can say so.  When we’re angry, we can tell God exactly how we feel.  And when we’re completely 
panicked, we can cry out in anguish to God (don’t worry, he can take our honesty and anger and 
anguish.)  And even during those times in our lives when our hearts are troubled, we can find 
consolation in the context of this scripture in John’s gospel … there’s room for everybody in God’s 
house.  And because of that fact, we can be a little less troubled. 

Amen. 


