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Debbie Kupel 
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Our Mission Statement 

We are the people of God               
shaped by Jesus Christ                    
and transformed by the 

Holy Spirit into a          
community for others. 

Good Hope’s 

Good News 

January 2023 

 

Ramblings From the Prez 
 
As I sit down to write this it is only a 
few days after Christmas. It is always 
this time of the year that makes me 
reflect back on what the year has 
brought. Good Hope has had many 
changes this year...Deacon Keith left 
in February, Pastor Sue came in 
March and left in November, and 
Pastor Rod was here for the month 

of December. As we look     forward to January we will have a new  
Pastor starting on January 22nd. All of these changes in a very 
short period of time.  We were blessed by the guidance of our Call 
Committee (Fred, Lou, Beth, Barbara, Ken and Sandy). I was     
enriched by being a part of that call. 
 
There were other changes this last year...the loss of many of our 
friends and family, both from inside and outside our church.  But, 
with that loss also comes new growth...as we welcome new visitors 
(maybe to become new members???) and little ones being       
baptized. 
 
I have been honored these last few months to also serve as the 
Council President. It is sometimes overwhelming but I feel it was a 
direction God has sent me.  The council has been welcoming to 
me in that position and I want to thank the current members...Beth, 
Rita, Peggy, Aaron, Marissa, Susie and Russ. They do their very 
best to keep me on track...and it is not an easy thing to do...lol 
 
Now...didn't you just love those little ones singing Little Drummer 
Boy...that is a favorite of mine.  Thank you, Susie and Angie, for 
putting that together so quickly. It’s been too long since we have 
seen them sing. I know that COVID is still a concern and         
members of Council are watching the numbers...and I understand 
the carefulness...but I am so ready to get back to a sharing of the 
peace with more interaction (like handshakes and hugs!!!). I will not 
approach anyone...but if you give me the okay that you are      
comfortable then I would be most pleased to greet you in the old 
way. 
 
The White Elephant is always very special to me. It is one that I put 
the most into...and get the most out of!!! It was just wonderful this 
year with a good number attending and enjoying the fellowship. 
The food, gift giving and receiving was fun...but I love the caroling 
the best!!!! 
 
Thank you to the Altar Guild for  volunteering to host a Coffee Hour 
in  January.  The date of January 22nd was chosen...and that also 
happens to be the first sermon by our new pastor...Pastor Lewis 
Carlson. It wasn't even planned that way!!! 
 
Continued on page 4 



 

Financial Corner – for November 2022 

 

Worship Offering (non-designated offerings) vs. Budget: 

 

Our monthly budget requirement is $11,615 (Annual Budget of $139,376 / 12 Months). 

 

November’s worship offering (non-designated offering): 

 November offering:  $11,545 

 Monthly budget:   $11,615 

 Monthly offering higher / (lower) than budget: $(70) 

2022 Year-to-Date (January through November)  

 Y-T-D Offering:   $124,486 

 Y-T-D Budget:    $127,765 

 Y-T-D Offering higher / (lower) than budget: $(3,279) 

 

Please note: The above schedule represents budget items and do not include funds collect-

ed for dedicated funds (e.g., Food Pantry, Tim Hall Fund, Good Sam, Memorial Funds, or oth-

er special offerings) and does not include special and unbudgeted expenses (e.g., furnace or 

A/C replacement.)  Actual gross expenses and bank account balances are also not included. 

 

Thrivent Investments: 

GHLC-Christus Victor Mission Endowment 

        2022 Beginning Balance    $100,807.95 

  Gains/(Losses) (YTD)      (10,481.69) 

 Ending Balance (11/30/22)            $  90,326.26 

 

GHLC-Investments 

        2022 Beginning Balance    $236,725.75 

  Gains/(Losses) (YTD)         (30,713.49) 

 Ending Balance (11/30/22)          $206,012.26 

 

TOTAL Thrivent Investments:    $296,338.52 
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1/1 Gail White 

1/2 Carol Bachorik 

1/9 Carol Kenyon 

1/10  Ethan Mincovsky 

1/25 Nicholas Brown Jr. 

1/27 Ann Mattson 

1/27  Don McAdam 

1/28  Chris Anderson 

1/30 Honor Owens 
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JANUARY  BAPTISMAL BIRTHDAYS 

1/1 Pat Landa 

1/1 Shirlee Pakkala 

1/1   Diane Rinehart 

1/12 Jim Kroll 

1/15 Karen Ross 

1/27    Bruce Clarey 

 

If you know the date of your 
Baptism and would like to 
be included in the Baptismal birthdays, 
please let the office know. 

 

 

 

 

 

January 16th 

Dan & Hailey King 

 7 years 
 

DIRECTORY CHANGES 

 

New Address 

Sheryl Beebe 

41795 W. 12 Mile Rd.   #508 

Novi, MI 48377 
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Altar Guild News 

We welcome Bruce Clarey as a new Altar 
Guild member. 

Thank you to everyone that purchased    
poinsettias for the Christmas season, they 
made the church beautiful for Christmas Eve 
and Christmas Day. The Altar Guild          
purchased new bows for the pew candles 
and they looked great.  

We will be hosting a Coffee Hour on January 
22, 2023 which happens to be Pr. Lew’s first 
day of preaching. Please join us upstairs in 
the fellowship hall. 

If you are looking for a way to serve Good 
Hope, think about joining the Altar Guild. Our 
next meeting is January 14, 2023 at 10:30 
am. Any questions can be directed to Peggy 
Dubay. 

Continued from page 1 
 
Pastor Lew plans on being around the 
week before he starts so those of you   
coming into the church that week may see 
him.  He has asked me to help him get    
acquainted with everyone.  He has the 
most recent picture directory...but that is 
not the most up to date. So he has asked 
for a set of flash cards (his words) so I will 
be taking pictures on my phone to print off 
so he can get to know all of our faces. It 
would also be helpful to wear your name 
tags.  If you do not have one please leave a 
note under the office door or send Karen an 
email. 
 
I personally found Pastor Rod's sermons 
uplifting and so encouraging, I feel we were 
blessed to have him the whole month of 
December. Pastor Helen will be here the 
first Sunday in January (01/01/2023).    
Pastor Dana will be here for the second 
and third Sundays (01/08/2023 and 
01/15/2023). Then...on the fourth Sunday 
(01/22/2023) Pastor Lew will lead us in  
worship. 
 

Happy New Year!!!  Here's to a new year 
and new beginnings. See you in church. 

 
XOXO 
Debbie Kupel 
Council Lay President 

Proof of light 

On January 6 Christians celebrate Epiphany, 
when the Magi came to worship baby Jesus. 
Epiphany, which means an appearance or 
manifestation, symbolizes the first recogni-
tion of the Savior by non-Jews. Because 
Epiphany also is a reminder that Jesus came 
as the light of the whole world, its symbols 
include light, candles and a star. 

How did the wise men know — and how do 
we know — that Jesus is the light of the 
world? As preacher George Buttrick said, “It 
would little avail to ask how we know. That 
would be like asking how we know that    
Beethoven’s ‘Hymn to Joy’ is joyous. If a man 
were to say, ‘It is not joyous to me,’ he would 
not condemn the music; he would tell only his 
morbidness. There is no logic to establish an 
axiom, for an axiom is the basis of all logic; 
and the soul of Jesus has axiomatic truth. 
Jesus is light, and there is no proof for light 
except light itself.” 

 

Dare to Try Something New in 2023? 

In 2023 stretch your wings and volunteer to 
help with worship by joining the choir, read-
ing the lessons, serving communion, or   
assisting the pastor. Ushers are always 
needed...and Altar Guild is starting grow.  
Where do you fit in? 

Jot a note on your attendance card and  the 
church secretary will make sure it gets to 
the right person. 
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+ Christian Symbols +  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OPEN BOOK 

A book symbolizes the Bible, the written 
Word of God. When shown open, a book  
represents truth or revelation. Apostles and 
saints are often pictured holding an open 
book, understood as the New Testament 
writings of the early Christian church.  

Bible Quiz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How old was Abram when he followed God’s 
call to leave Haran and travel to a new land?  
 
A. 25  
B. 50  
C. 75  
D. 100  

Look for answer elsewhere 
 

 

Food Pantry with                    
Drive-in Distribution 

 

We have monthly on-site food    
pantry distribution with contact-less 
delivery.  Drive-through food pantry 
is in the east parking lot. The Food 
Pantry funds are extremely low.  We 
are asking for financial help to be 
able to continue to offer this service. 
Next date for Drive-in Distribution 
is January 28th from 9am to 
Noon.               

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

H old fast to your faith (Hebrews 4:14)  
A ssemble with the saints (Hebrews 10:25)  
P ray earnestly every day (1 Thess. 5:17-18)  
P ray for great blessings (Malachi 3:10)  
Y ield not to temptation (1 Thessalonians 5:22)  
 
N eglect not your talents & opportunities (Gal. 6:10)  
E xamine yourself daily (2 Corinthians 13:5)  
W ork diligently for the Lord (1 Corinthians 15:58)  
 
Y ield your members to righteousness (Rom. 6:11) 
E xercise yourself in godliness (1 Timothy 4:7)  
A im for a perfect, mature faith (Hebrews 6:1)  
R edeem the time (Ephesians 5:15-16) 
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Please Remember to keep….       
Martha Apigian 

Christine Baldwin 
Gilbert C. Barrett 

Sheryl Beebe                                                          
 Margaret Betko 
Robert Couch 
Geri Daniels 
Lil Doddie 

John Kenney 
 Pat Landa  

Anna May Likeric 
Ann Mattson 

Vaughn Mattson 
Susan Nino 

Shirlee Pakkala 
 Mavis Romppainen 

Kathy Saatio 
Richard Schade 
Dorothy Sweda 

Sindous, Betty, Arlena, Leona, Tina, 
Grace, Jayden, Angelique, Hailey, Matt, 
Billy, Debbie, Charlie, Sue, Ben, Mary, 

Larry, Roy, Allen, Dillon & Good 
Hope...In your prayers. 

 

If you are in need of prayers call the 
church  office at 734-427-3660. 
 

 

White Elephant Holiday Party 
 
It was a 'Gnomie Jolly Christmas' (to  paraphrase 
the Burl Ives Christmas song!!) There was a 
Gnome Theme this year, with tablecloths, a   
lighted Gnome, a Gnome Welcome sign...and 
Gnome ornaments for everyone to take home. 
Many treats and goodies lined our tables.  Thank 
you to all those who made our mouths water and 
our tummies full!! The White Elephant was a 
blast.  The most popular item of the night...what 
else but a set of hand crocheted Gnomes!!! 
 
Along with the party there was a Meet and Greet 
for Pastor Lewis Carlson. Several people         
attended that portion and a few stayed on for the 
party...including Pastor Lew and his wife Patty. 
 
Although we didn't really take a count of           
attendees we believe there were 30+ there.  A 
little smaller than the pre-COVID ones, but a 
great number to get us back to hosting 
events.  Fellowship will start planning this month 
for next year!!! 
 
A BIG thank you to all of those who planned, set 
up, brought food, (and gifts!!) and cleaned 
up.  Special thanks for our musical entertainment. 
Also a heartfelt thank you to all those that        
attended. 
 
Hope to see y'all next year!!!! 

The ultimate resolution  

Resolutions are easy to make but oh so hard to keep. In fact, many people refuse to make them for 
that very reason. After all, by February, most people have broken them, and by March they don’t 
even remember what they were. It’s just too hard to change, so why try?  

Yet Scripture exhorts us to be more like Christ, to forgive our enemies, to tithe and to be thankful in 
all situations. Shouldn’t we resolve to put some of these into practice, even if ever so imperfectly?  
 
Peter admonishes us to be holy as God is holy (1 Peter 1:15-16). That’s the ultimate New Year’s 
resolution — all but certain to be broken repeatedly before the sun sets on the first day. Yet though 
we fail, are we not better for trying?  
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Kid’s Page 
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Answer: C (See Genesis 12:4.)  


