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Our Mission         
Statement 

We are the people        
of God               

shaped by               
Jesus Christ                    

and transformed by 
the Holy Spirit          

into a community    
for others. 
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Good News 

January 

2022 

 

Greetings from the Deacon’s desk! 

Merry Christmas my sisters and brothers!  I know Christmas day 2021 

has come and gone, but the liturgical Christmas season lasts until      

January 6
th
 (The Epiphany of Our Lord … the declaration of God’s glory 

revealed to us in the person of Jesus Christ).  In Isaiah and Ephesians, 

that glory is proclaimed for all the nations and for all people.  Like the 

night the star that guided the Magi to Jesus, the light of Christ reveals 

who we are ... children of God who are redeemed, and washed in the 

waters of baptism.  And because of this, we are sent out to be beacons 

of the light of Christ, sharing the good news of God’s love to all the   

people.  So, once again, Merry Christmas! 

As we begin a new year, maybe you have a tradition of looking back on 

the past year.  But I know for many, 2021 was just like 2020 … a year 

that we just want to move past … because there are too many things 

that we just want to forget … too many painful memories and              

experiences.  For many, we just want to move forward and leave 2021 

behind.  But as we move forward into 2022, let’s remember that God is 

using all of our experiences (the ‘good’ and the ‘bad’) for his glory … 

he’s using all of our life experiences, for his good.  In the book of        

Romans, Paul reminds us that, ‘… in all things God works for the good 

of those who love him, who have been called according to his           

purpose’ (Romans 8:28.)  Yes, 2021 (and 2020 and 2019 for that matter) 

may be years that we want to forget, but God has (and is) working in us 

and through us all the time, and that’s something worth remembering 

and celebrating. 

On a personal note, thank you to all for your support, gifts, cards, and 

kind words for Susan and me.  Thank you for your service to Christ’s 

church in our community.  Thank you for being reminded that Christ’s 

church isn’t just a building, it’s where men and women and children of 

faith gather together to worship Jesus the Christ … even during these 

not normal times … wherever that might be.   

God bless you, and Merry Christmas! 

 

Your brother in Christ,  

Deacon Keith (DK)  



 

Financial Corner – for November 2021 

 

Worship Offering (non-designated offerings) vs. Budget: 

 

Our monthly budget requirement is $10,955 (Annual Budget of $131,456 / 12 Months). 

 

November’s worship offering (non-designated offering): 

 November offering:  $9,777 

 Monthly budget:        $10,955 

 Monthly offering higher / (lower) than budget: ($1,178) 

2021 Year-to-Date (January through November)  

 Y-T-D Offering: $130,015 

 Y-T-D Budget:    $120,505 

 Y-T-D Offering higher / (lower) than budget: $9,510 

 

Please note: The above schedule represents budget items and do not include funds collect-

ed for dedicated funds (e.g., Food Pantry, Tim Hall Fund, Good Sam, Memorial Funds, or oth-

er special offerings) and does not include special and unbudgeted expenses (e.g., furnace or 

A/C replacement.)  Actual gross expenses and bank account balances are are also not in-

cluded. 

 

Thrivent Investments: 

Mission Endowment - Christus Victor Gift: 

 2021 Beginning Balance  $126,001.03 

  Redemptions       11,550.00 (Vicar Daniel’s Salary) 

  Redemptions       18,317.70 (Scantuary Technology) 

  Gains (YTD)         3,824.19 

 Ending Balance (11/30/21) $  99,957.52 

Other Investments: 

 2021 Beginning Balance  $162,361.64 

                 Deposit                                 50,000.00 

  Gains (YTD)              18,703.72 

 Ending Balance (11/30/21) $231,065.36 

 

TOTAL Thrivent Investments:  $331,022.88 
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1/1 Gail White 

1/2 Carol Bachorik 

1/2 Elena Hitte 

1/9 Carol Kenyon 

1/10  Ethan Mincovsky 

1/25 Nicholas Brown Jr. 

1/27 Ann Mattson 

1/27  Don McAdam 

1/28  Chris Anderson 

1/30 Honor Owens 

1/31  Grace Clarey 

 

 

 

 

Jesus said, “I am the light of the world”. 

May the birthday candles that  represent 
the years of your life, be a reflection to 

others of your love for Christ. 
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JANUARY  BAPTISMAL BIRTHDAYS 

1/1 Colleen Krizanic 

1/1 Pat Landa 

1/1 Shirlee Pakkala 

1/1   Diane Rinehart 

1/12 Jim Kroll 

1/15 Karen Ross 

1/20 Julia Armstrong 

1/27    Bruce Clarey 

If you know the date of your Baptism and 
would like to be included in the Baptismal 
birthdays, please let the office know. 

 

 

 

 

 

1/16      Dan & Hailey King 

              6 years 

 

Directory Changes 
 

Called to her heavenly home 

Mary Vanderburg 

On December 23, 2021 

 



PA GE 4  G O O D HO PE ’S  GOOD NE WS  

A prayer for Epiphany 
 

O Lord Jesus Christ, heavenly King, thank you 
for bringing both Jews and Gentiles to hear 
your voice. Enable us to follow your holy Word, 
as those from the East followed the leading of a 
star. Give us grace to confess your holy name. 
Rule us by your Spirit, so that the joys of your 
birth may increase in us. Hear our prayers and 
cries. Accept our offerings, which you yourself 
have given us: the gold of our faith, the incense 
of our prayers, and the myrrh of our contrite 
hearts. Deliver us from the destructive ways of 
sin, and lead us in the ways of peace and in the 
paths of righteousness. Grant us all, when this 
life is done, a participation in the joys of the 
Year of Jubilee in heaven, where we shall 
praise and serve you 
and the Father who 
live and reign in unity 
with the Holy Spirit, 
now and forever. 
Amen.  

Happy New Year 

From your Council President:                 
Di Rinehart 

 

New Year’s Greetings! 

As we are about to enter a New Year, once 
again, we find that we are still dealing with 
this Pandemic in our country.  But, as you 
know, the entire world is going through 
much of the same, sad to say. 

I don’t know about you, but perhaps there 
was a sense of hope last year at this time 
as we turned the page on 2020, this would 
all be behind us with a few months. But 
that’s not the case despite man’s best     
efforts of masks, vaccines, and mandates.  I 
just want to remind you that God is still with 
us, regardless of where we have been or 
where we are going!  He’s “got our back”.  

A big shout out and thank you to our Good 
Hope Council who have continued to lead 
us, guide us and have kept all our ministries 
going throughout yet another year of     
Pandemic. The boards met, planned       
outings (unfortunately some had to be   
cancelled yet again),  planned our worship 
services, made sure our beautiful building 
was well maintained and our Christian     
education classes continued.  They never 
stopped! And for that, I am personally 
thankful. 

Along with our Council, I’d like to thank 
each and every one of you for your        
continued financial support throughout the 
year. We have been able to maintain an “in 
the black” account for yet another year! 
With your generosity, we continued to feed 
the less fortunate, we were able to          
purchase new beautiful banners for our 
Sanctuary, and our biggest accomplishment 
for 2021 was we started a second service to 
spread the Word of Jesus Christ.  Again, I 
say thank you! 

Happy 2022!! 

Peace & Blessings, 

Di 

 

Turning back 
 

In 1569 Holland, Dirk Willems, a member of the 
Anabaptist (now known as Mennonite) church, 
was imprisoned for refusing to belong to the 
state church. He escaped and was running 
across a pond’s thin ice when the guard in    
pursuit fell through. Hearing the drowning man's 
cries, Willems turned back to rescue him, even 
though it meant his capture and subsequent  
execution.                                                                 
Four centuries later, civil rights icon Martin     
Luther King Jr. urged us to love our enemies by 
not defeating them “when the opportunity      
presents itself.” Eventually we’ll have chances 
to get back at people who misuse or gossip 
about us, he said. But “the meaning of love” is in 
not doing so. “In the final analysis, love is not 
this sentimental something that we talk about,” 
said King. “It’s not merely an emotional      
something. Love is creative, understanding 
goodwill for all [people]. It is the refusal to defeat 
any individual.” 
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+ Christian Symbols +  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HAND OF GOD 

This symbolizes God the Father, as well as 
his ownership and care of all creation. During 
the Christian church’s first 800 years, the 
hand was about the only symbol used for 
God. Many Bible verses speak of God’s lov-
ing, protective hand (Psalm 138:7; Ecclesias-
tes 2:24; 1 Peter 5:6). In heaven, Jesus sits 
at God’s right hand (Mark 16:19).  

Bible Quiz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After Sarah died, Abraham remarried. What was 
his second wife’s name?  
 
A. Miriam  
B. Keturah  
C. Bathsheba  
D. Tamar  

Look for answer elsewhere 
 

Save The Date 
 

We are working on events for 2022...here is 
what we have so far...subject to change 
 

2022 Planned Events 

02/19/22 - Euchre/Game Night 
 

May 2022 - Parent and Child Spring Tea 
 

July 2022 - Summer Vendor Show with      

                   Backpack Give-Away 
 

Fellowship/Outreach Boards meet the 3rd 
Tuesday of the month for planning such 
events...anyone is welcome to attend to give 
their input. 

 

~ Fellowship/Outreach Team 

What’s in a name? 
As the U.S. evacuated thousands from             
Afghanistan in August 2021, an Afghan woman 
gave birth on a plane. She named her daughter 
Reach — the name of the aircraft that brought 
her family to safety. 

Many people name their children after loved ones 
or special events; a child born on Christmas 
might be called Noel or Holly. In Bible times, too, 
names often had meanings: Eve likely means 
“mother of all living”; Abraham, “father of many”; 
Isaac, “laughter.” Moses is a play on words with 
the Hebrew for “draw out” because Pharaoh’s 
daughter drew him from the Nile. 

Of course, the most important biblical name is 
Jesus, which means “The Lord saves.” As the 
angel told Joseph, “[Mary] will bear a son, and 
you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his 
people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21, ESV). The 
Christian church traditionally celebrates Name of 
Jesus on January 1. But every day, as we pray in 
Jesus’ name, we remember that what’s in this 
name is the salvation God offers to all. 



Please Remember to keep….     
Ingrid Anderson 

Christopher Anderson 
Sheryl Beebe                                                              

 Margaret Betko 
Lil Doddie 

John Kenney 
Diane Kwasnienski 

 Pat Landa  
Shirley Laneski 

Anna May Likeric 
Jeff & Vaughn Mattson 
Katherine Mincovsky 

Abby Ott 
Shirlee Pakkala 

 Mavis Romppainen 
Karen & Ken Ross 

Kathy Saatio 
Richard Schade 

Tom Schultz 
Aaron Sherman 
Dorothy Sweda 
Kathy Trongo 

Patricia Truszkowski 
Alice Wiertalla 
Neil Williamson 

Billy, Matt, June, Gracie, Jayden,     
Charlie, Hassan, Carnetta, Tina, Roy, 
Ben, Sue, Debbie, Christine & Good 

Hope….. In your prayers. 
 

 

If you are in need of prayers or would 
like to put someone on the prayer 
chain, please call the church office at 
734-427-3660. 
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Be of good cheer 
 

Near the end of every January, stories circulate 
about “Blue Monday,” supposedly the year’s most 
depressing day. Factors include broken New 
Year’s resolutions, Christmas debts and cold 
weather. But this phenomenon actually originated 
as a PR gimmick. U.K. marketers invented Blue 
Monday as “the best day to book a summer      
holiday,” and a psychologist they enlisted to help 
later admitted the saddest-seeming day became a 
self-fulfilling prophecy. 

January may lack the excitement of December, 
but it doesn’t have to be a letdown. Christmas is 
over, but Jesus isn’t! No matter the season of the 
year or our season of life, Christians always have 
reason for joy: God’s promises of forgiveness and 
eternal victory. As Jesus says in John 16:33, “In 
the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good 
cheer; I have overcome the world” (KJV). 

Food Pantry with Drive-in Distribution 

We have monthly on-site food pantry  distribution 
with contact-less delivery.  Drive-through food 
pantry is in the east parking lot. Donations are  
always being accepted, you can purchase non-
perishable food items and drop them at the 
church office Monday, Wednesday, Friday from 
9:00 to noon, or on Sunday …Or you can make a 
donation online at www.goodhopeelca.org, 
specify for food pantry.  

Upcoming dates for Drive-in Distribution  

January 22nd 

 



 

Answer: B (See Genesis 25:1.)  

Kid’s Page 
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