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Good Hope’s 

Good News 

  

Greetings from your Deacon’s desk! 

Item #1 – One of my favorite authors is Max Lucado.  Lucado is a    

pastor who is a prolific writer … he’s written about 100 books (and has 

sold something like 130 million copies.)  His books are easy to read 

(that’s why I enjoy them) but they always make me think.  I’m currently 

reading an oldie but goodie … Lucado’s book entitled In the Grip of 

Grace (written in 1996.)  It’s all about how we view God’s grace, and 

how we receive it … even when we don’t recognize it.  Allow me to 

share a little bit of what Lucado writes about grace with God (slightly 

edited to fit my Deacon’s desk article.) 

‘Christ meets you outside the throne room, takes you by the hand, and 

walks you into the presence of God.  Upon entrance we find grace, not    

condemnation; mercy, not punishment.  If you are a parent (or grandparent) 

you understand this.  If a child you don’t know appears on your doorstep 

and asks to spend the night, what would you do?  Likely you’d give him the 

third degree … ask him his name, where he lives, why he’s at your door-

step, contact his parents.  On the other hand, if the same youngster enters 

your house escorted by your own child, that youngster is welcomed … often 

without question.  The same is true with God.  By realizing that Jesus is our 

savior, we gain access to God the father … we gain grace and mercy and 

acceptance … through what Jesus has already done for us.  And this gift 

isn’t an occasional or one-time only experience, but rather a permanent   

access to God by faith through grace.’ 

Our access to God is not a temporary thing.  Through Jesus Christ we 

are given permanent status as children of God.  You are a child of God!  

If you’re looking for a good book to read (I mean in addition to the Good 

Book), try one written by Lucado … while I haven’t read all of them, I’ll 

bet it will make you think. 

Item #2 – Last year, I learned about an opportunity to visit the Holy 

Land.  After lots of planning, I’ll be traveling to Israel (from January 10
th
 

through January 18
th
), to visit and walk in some of the same places that 

Jesus walked.  I’ll be away from Good Hope for two Sundays (January 

12
th
 and 19

th
.)  I am very grateful for your Council’s support and encour-

agement, and I look forward to sharing my experiences when I return. 

Item #3 – As we are now beginning a new year … actually a new    

decade … it’s natural to look back on our life and experiences … to   

remember the highs and the lows.  I encourage you all to take a few 

minutes to remember those times.  But I also encourage you to imagine 

what our future looks like.  What will God do with his Good Hope church 

family?  Nobody knows, but I trust that he has a plan, and that our      

future will be so bright, we’ll have to wear sunglasses during worship!!  

God’s peace to you all! 

Your brother in Christ,  Deacon Keith (DK) 

 



JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
 
 

1/1 Gail White 

1/2 Carol Bachorik 

1/2 Elena Hitte 

1/9 Carol Kenyon 

1/10  Ethan Mincovsky 

1/25 Nicholas Brown Jr. 

1/27 Ann Mattson 

1/27  Don McAdam 

1/28  Chris Anderson 

1/31  Grace Clarey 

 

Jesus said, “I am the light           
of the world”. 

 

May the birthday candles that  
represent the years of your life,                              
be a reflection to others of your 

love for Christ. 
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JANUARY BAPTISMAL BIRTHDAYS 

1/1 Pat Landa 

1/1 Shirlee Pakkala 

1/1   Diane Rinehart 

1/12 Jim Kroll 

1/14 Karen Pola 

1/27    Bruce Clarey 

If you know the date of your Baptism and would like 
to be included in the Baptismal birthdays, please let 
the office know. 

 

Wedding  Anniversaries 

 

1/16  Hailey & Dan King…….....…....4 yrs 

 

 

Altar Guild 

Thank you to all the people of the Altar Guild who 
made this season so very special.  The Blue      
Christmas and Christmas Eve services were            
especially lovely with all the poinsettias and          
candlelight.  The members of this vital ministry work 
hard throughout the year to ensure meaningful      
worship. Currently serving are Debbie Alholinna, 
Linda Clarey, Peggy Dubay, Rita Harmon, Judy  
Honkanen, Pat & Michael Landa, Marianne Lyons, 
Ann Mattson, Karen Pola, Diane Rinehart, Eleanore 
Stirling, Donna TenHave, Patricia Truszkowski, and 
Gail White. The next Altar Guild Meeting will take 
place on Saturday, January 18th at 11:30 am.  Bring a 
dish to pass. 

 

Epiphany’s Significance 

The church season of Epiphany begins on January 6 
each year. The name comes from the Greek word 
epiphaneia, meaning “to appear, to show or to     
manifest.” The ending date of the Epiphany season is 
determined by Ash Wednesday, which is determined 
by the date of Easter.  

Traditionally, Epiphany Day marks the arrival of the 
Magi, or wise men, to worship the infant Jesus. The 
significance of Epiphany for Christians is that it  
symbolizes the first recognition of Christ by Gentiles, 
or non-Jews.  
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Christmas Cards 

As part of Breakfast with Santa we have a card 
making table. Instead of throwing away your old 
Christmas Cards, the Outreach Board will gladly 
accept donations of the fronts of cards to use at   
future card making tables. Starting this Sunday 
there will be a basket on the glass case in the      
narthex, please feel free to deposit any card fronts 
you do not want. Thanks for your help.          

 White Elephant Party News!! 

Well another wonderful evening at our White  
Elephant Holiday Party.  We had a lively evening 
with 35+ attendees enjoying the festivities. There 
were 4 tables over bounding with delicious food 
and treats. Although there were no winners with 
the Lottery Ticket game it was a fun exercise in 
scratching them off!!! There was a Name the 
Song game that was a challenge for most of us…
but there was one person, Marissa, who got all of 
them right…she must be one of Santa’s Elves. 
The highlight is always the White Elephant Gift 
Exchange. There were several gifts that were 
quite popular and they traded hands many 
times.  We finished the evening with some  
Christmas Caroling. Many thanks to everyone 
that made this such a special night.  Whether you 
brought a munchie or a treat…whether you 
helped set up or helped clean up…all were       
appreciated. See you next year!!! 

 

Ho Ho Ho!!! 

On December 14, children and adults alike were 
treated to a visit from Santa.  A pancake & sausage 
breakfast was enjoyed by over 120 visitors.  Free 
pictures with Santa were available to all. There was 
a craft table for making Christmas cards and a San-
ta shop so the kids could shop secretly for gifts and 
get them wrapped.  We even heard the     Christmas 
story and found out what the candy cane represents 
in the true meaning of Christmas.  Santa had many 
elves to make this happen.  Not only from Good 
Hope but also from Christus Victor and It Takes a 
Village.  

Thank you to all who attended.  Thank you to all 
that help or donated. And a special thank you to 
Beth Taylor for using her Thrivent Action Team 
Grant to help fund this endeavor.  

Food Pantry Christmas Giveaway 

Thank you to all who helped with the food and 
clothing give-a-way this past December. Because 
of your donations of food, money, and time, 
Christmas for many was made a little better.  We 
also rely heavily on several area Lutheran church-
es who are very generous donors.  The need goes 
on, so please continue to support this worthy out-
reach of Good Hope.  Carol Napier can make a 
dollar go further than most of us, so consider a 
monetary donation.  The next Food Pantry Dis-
tribution date is January 11th. 

Coin Jug 

The coin jug collection for January will be      
designated for an outing for the Confirmation 
Class.  You may place your loose change in the 
coin jug during the sermon hymn. 
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FINANCIAL CORNER 
 

Finances received week of 12/01                    Current Fund  $3956.25 
Benevolence           $92.75                      
   

Expenses 12/01: $534.08 
 

Finances received week of 12/08                    Current Fund  $1766.25 
Benevolence         $49.75                         
   

Expenses 12/08: $4607.01 
 
Finances received week of 12/15                    Current Fund  $2337.25 
Benevolence           $60.75 
 

Expenses 12/15: $1675.40 
 
Automatic Tax Payment 12/15: $502.48 
 
Finances received week of 12/22                    Current Fund  $2414.25 
Benevolence           $48.75 
 

Expenses 12/22: $1881.87 
 
 
Finances received week of 12/29                    Current Fund  $3740.25 
Benevolence           $18.75 
 

Expenses 12/29: $2971.73 
                          
Monthly Income: $14,214.25           Year-to-Date Income:$130,582.26 
Monthly Expenses: $12,172.57   Year-to-Date Expenses: $138,773.17 
AHEAD $2041.68                         YEAR-TO-DATE:    $-8,190.91   
 

 

JANUARY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

If you are not able to serve on the date scheduled, please trade with another person! 

DATE 1/05/20 1/12/20 1/19/20 1/26/20 2/2/20 

  
2nd Sunday of 

Christmas Baptism of Our Lord 
2nd Sunday after 

Epiphany 
3rd Sunday after 

Epiphany 
4th Sunday after 

Epiphany 

       

Assisting Minister Lou Trongo Jon Mincovsky Debbie Alholinna Diane Rinehart Lou Trongo 

                 

Reader Lou Trongo Jon Mincovsky Alise Clarey Marissa Banks Martha Apigian 

            

Comm. Server Anna Risen Linda Clarey Bruce Clarey Judy Honkanen Peggy Dubay 

                  

Altar Guild Linda Clarey Linda Clarey Linda Clarey Linda Clarey Diane Rinehart 

 Rita Harmon Rita Harmon Rita Harmon Rita Harmon Donna TenHave 

Acolytes Heather Kirsch Hayden Yesko Lily Kirsch Cheyenne Risen TBD 

      

2019 Financial Status 

Our congregation is blessed. 
Blessed with men and women who 
generously contribute their time, 
skills, and money to support the 
ministry of this church. We are 
spreading the gospel of Jesus 
Christ.  However, our overall 2019 
income was not sufficient to cover 
all of our expenses, it looks like our 
expenses in 2019 is about $8k 
higher that our income.  Please 
note, that even though we had 
some unexpected expenses, we 
did not incur additional debt to cov-
er this shortfall, as the shortfall was 
covered by a combination of Prime 
Timers and WELCA           dona-
tions and Chase account.  Your 
Council is keenly aware that we are 
in a transition period where giving 
hasn’t yet caught up with our at-
tendance growth, and your  Council 
has intentionally kept the 2020 
budget flat in all ministry    areas 
except where we need to  invest in 
our property.   With      continued 
growth, and the sale of the parson-
age, we will begin the new year in a 
solid financial footing. Our congre-
gation is indeed blessed.  Thank 
you for sharing your blessings. 
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+ Christian Symbols +  

 

 

 

 

 

Cross on the Rock  

The rock is often used as a symbol of the Lord, our 
strength and firm foundation. A cross rising from 
the rock echoes many Bible verses that proclaim 
Christ as the rock of salvation; for example, “He 
alone is my rock and my salvation …” (Psalm 
62:2, ESV).  

Bible Quiz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

According to Matthew, 
who was present at Jesus’ baptism? (Choose as 
many as apply.)  
 
A. John the Baptist  
B. The Spirit of God  
C. Jesus’ mother, Mary  
D. His first disciples  

Look for answer elsewhere 
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Diaper & Personal Hygiene Closet 

The diaper and personal hygiene closet is getting 
empty.  This is the time of year it is the most   ben-
eficial.  If at some point doing your holiday shop-
ping you can pick up a few items for the closet, 
they will be put to good use. 

Items needed: 

Shampoo/Conditioner  

Soap or body wash 

Toothpaste and brush  

Diapers any size  

Toilet paper  

Or anything else that may be essential.  

Any questions see Anna Risen  

Save the Dates…. 

Under Construction 

 

Fellowship and Outreach are building the list of 
events and  activities for 2020. 

Look for future updates! 

Ways to Start the New Year 

According to historians, the celebration of the New 
Year is the oldest holiday. Ancient Babylonians 
first observed it in the spring about 4,000 years 
ago. In 153 B.C., the Roman Senate declared  Jan-
uary 1 as New Year’s Day. The early church start-
ed to hold religious observances that coincided 
with pagan celebrations. Some denominations still 
mark Christ’s circumcision on New Year’s.  

The tradition of making resolutions dates back to 
the Babylonians, who often promised to return 
borrowed farm equipment. Using a baby to      
symbolize rebirth and the new year dates back to 
the ancient Greeks and Egyptians.  

Modern-day New Year’s customs often focus on 
prosperity. In Spain, people eat 12 grapes at     
midnight, hoping to have 12 happy months to 
come. The Dutch eat donuts because another year 
has come full circle.  

One of the best ways to start off the New Year is 
by spending time in prayer. Look back on God’s 
many blessings during the       
completed year and ask for 
his guidance in the one to 
come. Also consider starting 
the tradition of praying for 
people around the world on 
New Year’s Day. 
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Please Remember to keep….                                                                    
Margaret Betko 

Dennis Bond 
Robert Couch 

Lil Doddie 
 Margie Ford 
Mike Guleff 

Debbie Kupel 
Pat Landa 

Shirley Laneski 
Debbie Likeric 

Jeff & Vaughn Mattson 
Carol Napier 

Abby Ott 
Shirlee Pakkala 

Mavis Romppainen 
Kathy Saatio 

Sharon Schalk 
Steve Tironi 

Lou Trongo Sr. 
Mary Vanderburg 

Charlie, Virginia, Hassan, Carnetta, Liz, June, 
Annamay, Connor, Alex, Sara, Chuck, Michele, 

Kevin, Megan, Mary, & Good Hope….
……….....In your prayers.  

 
If you are in need of prayers or would like to 
put someone on the prayer chain call          
Dorothy Sweda at 734-422-2337                                     
or the church office at 734-427-3660. 
 
 
 

Did you know that:  
• There are 66 books in the Bible?  
• Micah and Nahum are the middle books of the Bible?  
• 3 John is the book with the fewest words?  
• Psalms has the most chapters?  
• There are 1,189 chapters in the Bible?  
• Psalm 117 is the middle chapter of the entire Bible?  
• Psalm 117 is also the shortest chapter in the Bible?  
• Psalm 119 is the longest chapter in the Bible?  
• There are 31,101 verses in the Bible?  
• Psalm 118:8 is the middle verse of the entire Bible? “It is better to take      
refuge in the LORD than to trust in man” (NIV).  
• John 11:35 is the shortest verse in the Bible? It has two words: “Jesus wept.”  
• Esther 8:9 is the longest verse in the Bible? It has 78 words.  

The following guests attended our services:                                                                 

12/02 Nneka Owens, Valeria Nelson, Jane Adams, 
 Frank Krizgyle, Fred Owens, Jackie & Larry 
 Suuppi, William Monser, Di Heiser, Ida 
 Davis, Bev Doom, Ken Konsdorf, Peggy 
 Branha, Karen Bogg, Carrie Armstrong, 
 Geri Daniels, Julius Daniels, Diane & 
 Hailey Pederson, Karen Ross, Richard & 
 Mary Ann Garza, Landry Collop, Paige & 
 Justin Collop, Thomas Collop, Katie Collop, 
 Ryan Collop 

12/08 Helen Miller         

12/15 Helen Miller, Julius & Honor Owens, Brody 
 & Cooper 

12/22 Gary Shaw-Mattson, Lisa Mattson, Helen 
 Miller 

12/24 Sarah & Lisa Apigian-Avery, Todd, Kim, & 
 Justin Alexander, Dana & Michelle Raven 

12/29 Pamela St. Louis, Helen Miller 

 



A and B (See Matthew 3:13-17.)  

Kid’s Page 
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