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Our Mission         
Statement 

We are the people        
of God               

shaped by               
Jesus Christ                    

and transformed by 
the Holy Spirit        in-
to a community    for 

others. 

 

Good Hope’s 

Good News 

 December 

2020  

Greetings from your Deacon’s desk! 

I’ve been attending a six-month long on-line seminar entitled 

‘Congregation Vitality.’  And like most of these types of seminars, the 

primary intention is to plant seeds and to help church leaders think about 

what vital churches look like, and how they act (and react) to a changing 

world.  Recently, the facilitator asked a question, ‘What will you           

remember about 2020?’  My first reaction was, what a dumb question!  

Because what I remember, and maybe you too, is how the COVID-19 

pandemic completely upset the church.  Because on March 8
th
, over 100 

of us met in the sanctuary to worship ... and on March 15
th
 none of us 

met as your Council suspended all in-person activities.  Looking back, 

that was the absolutely correct action … even if it was difficult.  But as I 

began to think a little deeper about the question, I began to remember 

that, in spite of COVID-19, Good Hope grew.  We grew in our ability to 

develop and maintain an enhanced online presence with segments and 

worship videos to us keep informed and connected and spiritual.  We 

grew in our ability to serve the congregation by developing and providing 

drive-in worship, which allows us to meet in-person while keeping       

ourselves safe.  And we’ve even grown our attendance with brothers 

and sisters who might not have otherwise joined us in worship, now join-

ing their new faith family on Sunday morning in the parking lot.  And   

although we’ve grown in some areas, our growth hasn’t been without 

struggle.  Sometimes meetings have been difficult as we try to act (and 

react) quickly, but God has been walking with us, and using even our 

struggles to facilitate growth.  What will I remember about 2020?  I will 

remember that Good Hope is resilient, and that God has a plan for us. 

So, what will 2021 bring?  I am hoping and praying for a return to       

normalcy.  I am hoping and praying for science and medicine to conquer 

COVID-19.  And I am hoping and praying that when we resume in-

sanctuary worship, that we’ll have to break out additional chairs to      

accommodate our faith family. I am simply hoping and praying.  In this 

time of Advent, we are invited by scripture to slow down and breathe a 

little bit (even though that might be countercultural right now.)  We’re  

invited to be thankful for all that we have, and to rest and wait on God.  

And we are invited to hope and pray for vitality.  And in that    process, in 

that mystical process, the holy spirit shows us those things in our hearts, 

and in our congregation, that are aligned to God’s plan for us.     

Thank you for your service to Christ’s church in our community.  Thank 

you for being reminded that Christ’s church isn’t just a building, it’s 

where men and women and children of faith gather together to worship 

Jesus the Christ … even during these not normal times … wherever that 

might be. And please hope and pray. 

Stay safe, stay healthy, and stay spiritual. 

Your brother in Christ, Deacon Keith (DK)  

 



Vicar’s Corner 

Dear Good Hope Family, 
            I wish you the very best this Advent season. And while we are all anticipating Christmas as 
a welcome break from the stress of this year, I’d like to reflect on the current season of Advent. You 
see, in most forms of American Christianity, Advent has become a “diet Christmas” in which we cel-
ebrate a holiday before the fact, or we’ve even discarded Advent altogether and only reference it in 
kitschy Advent Calendars. But Advent is so, so much more than diet Christmas. As Lutherans, be-
ing heirs to the Roman Catholic liturgical tradition, we commemorate Advent as the time of     wait-
ing for Christ’s coming and reflect on our own spiritual health as Christians. This year, I feel that we 
have a lot more in common with Advent than with Christmas- waiting, reflecting, even with great 
sadness as we recall the loss we’ve experienced.  
            We call times like Advent and Lent “penitential seasons,” meaning they are opportunities to 
reflect on our own sinfulness and loss, to address those deficiencies, and to have faith in Christ’s 
imminent coming, whether it be from the virgin’s womb or the stone-cold tomb. Life comes in many 
cycles, as you of many cycles know much better than me. If we prematurely skip from one stage to 
the next, and don’t reconcile with the grief of this year, then we won’t fully experience Christmas or 
Easter in its joyful entirety. Advent is a gift, a prime spiritual practice for our benefit-- call it an early 
Christmas present if you like. If we are faithful in our waiting, it will make Christmas all the more 
meaningful when it comes. So turn on the Christmas music and hang up your stockings, but        
remember that Jesus wants all of you- your fears, your loss, and your grief, as well as your joy at 
his birth. Take this opportunity to offer all of these up to him.  
       Cordially, 
           Vicar Daniel 
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Drive-in Blue Christmas – December 21
st

 

People are hurting … and angry … and some 
feel hopeless.  On the darkest day of the year, 
Monday December 21

st
 at 7:00 pm, we will 

worship together in our parking lot.  It will be a 
time of prayer and contemplation as we confess 
that we are broken people of faith, who can only 
place our trust in God.  Tell your friends and 
family about this    
service, and join    
others who may feel 
exactly as you are as 
we all acknowledge 
our faith and trust in 
the only one who can 
rescue us. 

Drive-in Christmas Eve Worship 

Good Hope’s Christmas Eve candle light 
worship is a wonderful tradition of joy and 
promise as we celebrate the birth of our 
Savior Jesus Christ.  And although this 
year might be a little bit different, we will 
still continue with that worship tradition.  On 
Thursday December 24

th
 at 8:00 pm, we 

will gather in the parking lot for drive-in  
worship, candles, song, and praise.    



 
DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

 
 

12/05  Jon Mincovsky 

12/06  Brady Krizanic 

12/14  Bob King 

12/15  Pat Landa 

12/17  Aaron Alholinna 

12/17  Bradley Alholinna 

12/21  Ida Davis 

12/23  Dale Heiser 

12/25  Nancy Mincovsky 

12/25  Vince Pola 

12/27  Bruce Clarey 

12/28  Lorraine Brown 

12/29  William Monson 

12/31  Alise Clarey 

12/31   River King 
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DECEMBER BAPTISMAL BIRTHDAYS 

12/1 Beth Taylor 

12/12 Rachel Alholinna 

12/16 Rita Harmon 

12/18 Julianna Clarey 

12/26 Katherine Griwicki 

12/27 Heather Kirsch 

12/27 Lily Kirsch 

12/28  Ida Davis 

12/30 Bob King 

If you know the date of your Baptism and would like to 
be included in the Baptismal birthdays, please let the 
office know. 

 

Wedding  Anniversaries 

12/13      Jon & Caron Davis 

24 years 

 

12/26      Al & Martha Apigian 

33 years 

Directory Changes 

 

New Address 

 

Dan, Hailey, & River King 

6350 Glastonbury 

Westland, MI 48185 

 

Barbara Mihailoff 

39201 Joy Road Apt. 314 

Westland, MI 48185 

 

Kristen Wiles  

29521 Florence 

Garden City, MI 48135 
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Drive-in Church 

Worship with us on Sunday at 10:30 … from the 
safety of your own vehicle.  Each week, drive-in 

church attendance is growing, the team is getting 
more efficient at setting up and putting things 
away, and the feedback has been great.  So, if you 

haven’t tried worshipping during drive-in church, 
join about 50-70 of your faith family at 10:30 on 
Sunday morning.  As long as it isn’t pouring rain, 

or a blizzard snowfall (fall and winter are         
coming!), we’ll be worshipping from our vehicles 
until we are able to worship together in the       

sanctuary. Effective November 29th, the ushers 
are going to try something new at drive-in church, 
due to the colder temperatures and increased 
chance of inclement weather.  We are also trying 

to avoid a back up of cars onto Cherry Hill, when 
entering the parking lot the ushers will direct the 
cars to their parking spots immediately.  They will 

provide the occupants of the cars with their        
bulletins and any other literature, as well as their 
communion elements, after they are parked.  We 

are continually trying to improve the drive-in 
church experience, so please be patient with us as 
we try this new procedure. 

Care Ministry-Looking for Volunteers 

I'm looking for a few volunteers!  With not being 
able to see one another in church on Sundays, we 
have had a small team calling on our members, 
just to check in and say "Hi".  A couple of our  
callers have had to drop out due to scheduling so 
I'm looking for some additional help. 

All you have to do is call maybe once every      
several months, just to check in on folks and let 
them know what might be going on at Good Hope. 
I would send you a listing of those that need 
calls.  It's about 10-12 families. Again, this is just 
an "every once in a while" call. It doesn't need to 
be done weekly or even monthly. 

If you are interested in helping out, please send me 
an email: di_rinehart@sbcglobal.net or give me a 
call: 734-718-6227. Thank you for considering 
helping with staying in contact with our members! 

Peace & Blessings, 

Diane Rinehart, Council President 

Game Night  

We had hoped to get in a Game Night before the 
end of the year, but that’s not to be.  Looking at 
the increased number of new COVID cases and the 
closeness of the holidays we decided not to have 
one this year…BUT…we would like to set a date 
in January.  If meeting in Volkmar Hall is not the 
right thing for us in January, there is another     
option.  We have been talking with Vicar Daniel 
(our younger and more techie person) about    
hooking us up with a ZOOM meeting where we 
can still play and interact with each other, but from 
our homes. If there is not enough interest in doing 
a Game Night we would not proceed with plans. 
We are looking at Saturday, January 9, 2021 for 
us to get together. Please let Debbie Kupel know 
if you would be interested in joining in the fun on 
January 9th.  Call or text 313-618-7941 or 
email dskupel@att.net. Would like to hear from 
you by November 16th. 

Stay Healthy - Stay Safe 

Fellowship/Outreach 

Food Pantry Resumes with                           
Drive-in Distribution 

We have resumed monthly on-site food pantry  

distribution with contact-less, drive-through food 
pantry in the east parking lot.  This is a wonderful 
ministry that is part of our DNA as a congregation, 

and it serves families who live in and around   
Garden City.   If you’re able to help, please call the 
church office … we need people to move boxes 

and direct traffic.  And as always, please            
remember to wear your mask.  And if you’re     
unable to physically help, you can purchase non-

perishable food items and drop them at the church 
office Monday – Friday from 9:00 to noon, or on 
Sunday … the food pantry shopping cart will be in 

front of the ‘pulpit.’.  On behalf of the families 
who are fed, thank you!  The upcoming date for 

Drive-in Distribution is December 19th. 
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+ Christian Symbols +  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advent Wreath 

The Advent wreath is a symbol of watchfulness 
and increasing joy as we anticipate Jesus’ birth. 
The wreath’s circular shape symbolizes eternity, 
or life without end. The candles remind us that 
Jesus is the Light of the World — he brought 
light and life to a dark world (see John 1:4-5). On 
each of the four Sundays of Advent, we light a 
new candle. As the light grows, so do our hope 
and joy.  

Bible Quiz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Which of the four 
Gospels name(s) Bethlehem as the place of Jesus’ 
birth?  
 
A. Only Luke  
B. Matthew and Luke  
C. Mark and John  
D. All four  

Look for answer elsewhere 
 

Operation Christmas Cards 

500! The amount of cards we sent to the OSA-
SOA yesterday. Wrote and told them the cards are 
on their way. John Yoni wrote back right away, 
"thank you to your church family for participating 
in this important morale boosting program for our 
deployed troops ." Please       continue to do 
"random acts of kindness" to strangers, friends 
and family. You never know how much it means 
to them. And it will put a big smile in your heart.                                        

With love, Debbie and JB Likeric 

(once the after Christmas clearances start,        
consider collecting cards for next year!)  

 

Special Thanks to JB & Deb for             
organizing this special ministry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to those who still maintained the church 
grounds even though the sanctuary was empty.  
Whether it was watering, weeding, trimming, raking,  
putting the garbage out, etc, these things still got 
done and the church grounds remained beautiful. 

A special thank you to Jim Doddie and crew for 
mowing  and edging the church grounds.   

 

You are ALL very much appreciated!  



Please Remember to keep….                                                                    
Lori Bernth 

Margaret Betko 
Kailee Bledsoe 
Karen Boggs 

Lorraine Brown 
Conley Family 
Dan Culbertson 

Lil Doddie 
 Margie Ford 

Holly & Joey Hamill 
Harold Kirsch 

Pat Landa 
Shirley Laneski 

Anna May Likeric 
Jeff & Vaughn Mattson 

Dana McClellan 
Katie Meinor 

Abby Ott 
Shirlee Pakkala 

Jim Pierce 
Lois Pike 

Mavis Romppainen 
Kathy Saatio 

Kathy & Mark Sarrault 
Sue Smith 

Dorothy Sweda 
Tolfree Family 

Mary Vanderburg 
Ruth Werderitch 
Neil Williamson 

Sarah Wilson 
Pete, Debbie, Allen, Dillon, Rebecca, Billy 
Matt, Lorrie, Lois, June, Denny, Charlie, 
Ben, Hassan, Jodi, Randy, Pat, Carnetta,  

   & Good Hope….……….....In your prayers. 
 

If you are in need of prayers or would like 
to put someone on the prayer chain call          
Dorothy Sweda at 734-422-2337                                     
or the church office at 734-427-3660. 
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Christmas presence 
Amid the secular trappings of the holidays, we can 
lose sight of the true meaning of Christmas, until we 
lament with Charlie Brown, “Isn’t there anyone who 
knows what Christmas is all about?”       

These reminders call us back to where it all began — 
in the heart of God.  

“The giving of gifts is not something [people]         
invented. God started the giving spree when he gave a 
gift beyond words, the unspeakable gift of his Son.”  
—Robert Flatt  

“Who can add to Christmas? The perfect motive is 
that God so loved the world. The perfect gift is that he 
gave his only Son. The only requirement is to believe 
in him. The reward of faith is that you shall have     
everlasting life.” —Corrie ten Boom 

“The great challenge left to us is to cut through all the 
glitz and glam of the season that has grown             
increasingly secular and commercial, and be reminded 
of the beauty of the One who is Christmas.”—Bill 
Crowder  

“If we do not set aside time to focus together on what 
God’s word tells us about the promise of Christ, on 
Christmas morning we can find ourselves surrounded 
by mounds of torn gift wrap, our laps full of presents, 
but with hearts that are empty and unprepared.”  
―Nancy Guthrie  



 
Answer: B (See Matthew 2:1; Luke 2:1-7.)  

Kid’s Page 
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