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INTRODUCTION: 

Who are we as a faith community? What unique things does God call our ministry act upon? How can 
the Holy Spirit guide us in the coming years? These questions lay at the heart of this strategic planning 
process.  
Strategic Planning. Those words can feel so corporate, so far away from the life of a faith community. 
At the heart, strategic planning is a discernment process of listening. In the coming months we will 
have the opportunity to: 
 Listen to God through Scripture 
 Listen to God through the Congregation 
 Listen to God through the Community 

We will engage in a very intentional process of discernment. Trusting that the Holy Spirit speaks 
through every person, listening to many voices will play a central role. There will be opportunities for 
group conversation and dreaming. You will be invited to take part in a survey looking at current 
ministry and dreaming about the future. A team will go out and listen to leaders in our community. In 
every step of the process we will ask, “What do we hear God saying to us?” 
At several points in the process the Strategic Planning Team will gather us together and share what 
they have heard as a way of ensuring that they are on the right track. All this listening will lead to a 
final document, clarifying our identity and providing a clear path for the coming years. 
As we begin this journey together, one of the voices we will listen to is the voice of God in the Bible. 
Through weekly readings we will encounter many people of faith who heard God’s call. Some of these 
stories will resonate and make you say, “That sounds like our community of faith!” Other stories may 
feel foreign and distant. God speaks in many ways to many people. Experiencing a wide range of 
Biblical stories will aid our discernment process. 
We invite you join us on this journey. Every week we will provide one story of a person or community 
who discerned God’s call for them. After reading the background to each passage, we invite you to take 
some quiet time to read through the passage three times. After each reading, reflect on one of the 
following questions: 
 How do the people in the story hear God’s call to them? 
 How open are they to God’s call? 
 What might this passage say to our community of faith? 

We will provide bulletin boards (virtual and in the building) where you can share your reflections on 
the ways these passages relate to our community of faith. 
Welcome to this journey of discernment. Together we will gain clarity about our ministry and boldly 
follow God into the future. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DISCERNING GOD’S CALL 
 



 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
Saul (aka Paul) vehemently fought against the early followers of Jesus. He stood by 
in approval as people stoned Stephen to death and did all that he could to stamp out 
the followers of Jesus. He thought his actions were faithful to God, but God had 
other ideas on the road to Damascus. 
SCRIPTURE: 
Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the 
Lord, went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues at 
Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he 
might bring them bound to Jerusalem. Now as he was going along and approaching 
Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground 
and heard a voice saying to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?’ He asked, 
‘Who are you, Lord?’ The reply came, ‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. But 
get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.’ The men who 
were travelling with him stood speechless because they heard the voice but saw no 
one. Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see 
nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. For three 
days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank. 
Now there was a disciple in Damascus named  
Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, ‘Ananias.’ He answered, ‘Here I am, 
Lord.’ The Lord said to him, ‘Get up and go to the street called Straight, and at the 
house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is praying, 
and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him 
so that he might regain his sight.’ But Ananias answered, ‘Lord, I have heard from 
many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem; and 
here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who invoke your name.’ But 
the Lord said to him, ‘Go, for he is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my 
name before Gentiles and kings and before the people of Israel; I myself will show 
him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.’ So Ananias went and 
entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, ‘Brother Saul, the Lord 
Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that you may regain 
your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.’ And immediately something like 
scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored. Then he got up and was 
baptized, and after taking some food, he regained his strength. 
 
 How do the people in the story hear God’s call to them?  

 How open are they to God’s call? 

 What might this passage say to our community of faith? 
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