INVITATION AND RESPONSE

INTRODUCTION AND NEEDS

Please pray about our congregation’s mission
and ministry together – especially as we seek to
GROW EVEN STRONGER. Pray about your offering
for the next year. Pray about your response to
the letter from the Stewardship Team which will
ask you to consider increasing your offering for
the coming year.

The St. John’s community provides a strong
presence within the Annandale area. We are
known as a welcoming place – whether it’s
celebrating Holy Communion, ministering to
people in times of grief, providing space in our
facilities for community groups, or offering faithnurturing activities for people of all ages. All are
welcome here. We solidly proclaim the good
news of the Gospel and we make a difference not
only in our community but also throughout God’s
world!

Be ready to complete your Statement of Intent
to St. John’s and bring it forward on our “GROW
EVEN STRONGER” Appeal Sunday on November
18, or you can mail your response directly to the
church office.

GROW
EVEN
STRONGER

Together as we GROW EVEN STRONGER our
mission to “Experience, Live and Share the Love
of Jesus Christ,” the Lord will bring blessings to
you, to our faith community, and, through us, to
the world God so loves.

Yet we know that we can grow even stronger. We
can do more to help all people to Experience, Live
and Share the love of Jesus Christ. Every week, at
the end of worship, we remind ourselves of this
God-given mission. And, yes, together we are in
so many ways faithfully living out that mission.
Whether it’s the variety of worship experiences
we offer, our partnership with Matamba,
Tanzania, our vibrant Vacation Bible School,
our lively D-Way program, or the rich variety of
Life Groups that are offered we are providing
opportunities for people of all ages to Experience,
Live and Share the love of Jesus Christ.
We believe that the Spirit is calling us to do more.
We can grow even stronger and, in doing so, our
lives and the lives of those the Spirit calls us to
serve will be drawn even closer to God and to
God’s dream for our world.

Thank you for being a part of this exciting
congregation.
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WEEKLY RANGE OF GIFTS GIVEN AND HOPED FOR

3. ELDERLY MINISTRY

Through our congregational survey this summer
we discerned God’s call for us. In 2019, with
additional gifts of $70,000, we will GROW EVEN
STRONGER by:

$11,000

We believe that one of the ways that our youth
can best experience the love of Jesus is through
a Bible Camp experience. We want to become
an active member of one of our ELCA Bible
Camp Corporations – and we want to commit to
providing 15-20 youth a Bible Camp experience
each year, free of charge.

2. CHILDREN, YOUTH
AND FAMILIES

4. CONTINUING
MINISTRY EXCELLENCE

God continues to do great things through St.
John’s. We will sustain the powerful work that
God does in our midst through our excellent
staff.

$20,000

Inspiring our children, youth and families to
LIVE the love of Jesus in their daily lives.
While we currently offer many opportunities to
walk with our families as they seek to nurture
their children in the faith we believe that we
can do so much more in living out the promises
we make as a congregation whenever a child is
baptized. Additional paid Children, Youth and
Family (CYF) staff could allow us to take our
current CYF Ministries to another level.

OUR GOAL:

$25,000

5. PAYING IT FORWARD

$7,000

We have been blessed to be a part of the
Stewardship for All Seasons program this year,
a program that is primarily funded through our
Synod’s Ministry Excellence Fund. We will tithe
the increase in our giving so that we might
continue to build a spirit of generosity within
the congregations of our synod.

70,000
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$100-124

The charts point out where we are
now and how we can reach our goal.
Identify where you are on the current
giving chart. Then prayerfully consider
the following questions:
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$90-99
$80-89

NUMBER OF CURRENT GIVERS

3
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$125-149

While we want to strengthen our ministry
with families and youth, we also recognize
that we have a growing elderly population in
the Church. We believe that having a part-time
parish nurse on staff would allow us to minister
more effectively to the whole person, to their
spiritual needs, but also to their physical and
emotional needs.

Helping our Youth to EXPERIENCE more fully
the love of Jesus.

334 TOTAL

$150-199

Enabling us to SHARE the love of Jesus
by serving the needs of our elderly and
homebound members and by fostering a
healthier community of faith.

GIFT LEVEL WEEKLY RATE

1. YOUTH CAMPING

$7,000
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How does my giving level compare
with other ways I use my money?

n

How adequately does my offering
reflect my gratitude to God for all
the blessings I receive?

n

Where would I be on the chart if
I doubled my giving? And can I
consider doing that?

n

How much more could I give if I
really wanted to?

14
15
13

$50-59

20
18

$40-49

31
28

$30-39
$20-29

37

43
57
56

$10-19
45
47

$5-9

77

< $5
0

30

60

102
90

120

