Business Tagline or Motto

331 W Harrison St, Annandale, MN 55302

September 2018

Non-profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Annandale, MN
Permit No. 1

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

From Pastor Dave...
I’m Pumped!

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
331 W. Harrison St.
Annandale, MN 55302
Office Phone: 320-274-8827
Office Fax: 320-274-7283

ELCA

Precious Gifts Preschool:
320-274-9722
Email: chrystalrasmussen@stjohnsannandale.org
Web site: www.stjohns-annandale.org
Office Hours: Mon.- Fri., 8:00am-3:00pm

Sunday Worship
8:30a.m. Traditional
10:00a.m. Contemporary

St. John’s Staff
Dave Nelson, Lead Pastor
dnelson@stjohns-annandale.org
Alex Becker, Pastor
abecker@stjohns-annandale.org
Chrystal Rasmussen, Office Administrator
chrystalrasmussen@stjohns-annandale.org
Aleah Edwards, Financial Administrator
aedwards@stjohns-annandale.org
Orma Lou Jacobsma, Organist
Georgene Gravdal, Custodian
Robin Jacobson, Precious Gifts Director/Teacher
robin@jacobsonfarm.com
Trisha Woods, Precious Gifts Teacher Assistant
Mark Nelson, Chancel Choir Director
music2Xnelson@gmail.com

Ministry Chairpersons:
Children, Youth & Family
Emily Combs
Outreach:

While I’m not overly excited that another summer is coming to an end (they seem to fly by faster
and faster with each passing year), I am pumped that another football season is about to begin.
More than that, I am pumped because of all that is going to be happening in and through St. John’s
over the course of the next month:
-having the opportunity to hear about the work of Food for the Poor,
-being moved by testimonies and music of people in recovery as we again host the
Minnesota Adult and Teen Challenge Choir,
-gathering all together as a congregation for what I hope will become an annual fall kickoff,
a Unity Sunday, where we all come together for one service and hopefully pack the church,
share a taco meal, and enjoy games for all ages,
-celebrating the start of a new midweek worship opportunity for the congregation and
D-Way students and families on Wednesday evenings,
-moving to our fall worship schedule and beginning another year of faith formation through
our Sunday school, D-Way and JOLT ministries,
-working with our tenth grade youth as they prepare for their confirmation day in October,
-having the opportunity to host two Crow River Conference events—first for our rostered
leaders, and then for the women of our congregations,
-putting the finishing touches to our fall stewardship appeal where we will share some
exciting ministry goals for the coming year,
-making preparations to have congregational pictures taken in early October so that we can
provide members with an updated pictorial directory,
-taking the next steps to making our Meditation Area a full reality,
-meeting with folks from Mt. Hermon to consider ways that we can partner with them as
they make a transition to new pastoral leadership,
-offering another year of preschool for youngsters from St. John’s and beyond through our
Precious Gifts Preschool,
-rejuvenating and growing our Life Group offerings and opportunities.
Can you see why I’m pumped? I hope so, and I hope you are as well. St. John’s is a vital and
growing ministry. It continues to be a significant presence in our community, not only because of
what we do together, but even more importantly, for what you, the people of St. John’s, do as you
live out your baptismal callings every day. We continue to be a place where people young and old
experience the love of Jesus Christ and are moved to live and share it with others.
So, let’s get pumped! Exciting things are happening here at St. John’s!

In Christ,
Pastor Dave

Worship and Music:
Support and Stewardship:
Tina Honsey
ELCA Missionary:
Terry Jensen
Sunday School Director:
Laura Eastling

Sunday Scripture Readings
September 2—GuestJuly
Preacher,
1 ~ Pastor Robert Lee Berger, Food For The Poor
September 9—UNITYJuly
SUNDAY—ONE
SERVICE AT 9:30am—Ephesians 3:14; 4:16
8 ~
September 16—FALLJuly
SCHEDULE
15 ~ BEGINS (8:15am & 10:30am) - Genesis 12:1-9; Matthew 28:19-20
September 23—Genesis
July39:1-23;
22 ~ Matthew 5:11-12
September 30—MN ADULT
July 29&~TEEN CHALLENGE CHOIR/Healing Prayers—Exodus 14:5-7; 10-14; 21-29
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Wednesday Changes/Schedule

As times are changing, schedules become more hectic and families are
having to make harder decisions, we realize the church needs to meet people
where they are. With that in mind, we are excited to announce that we will
be adding a mid-week worship opportunity this fall, starting on September 26.
The service will be every Wednesday D-Way is meeting, starting at 7:05pm.
This service will be for the entire congregation, and we would hope people
who would attend a Sunday service would still join us on Wednesday. We
realize that families are finding it harder and harder to make it to church on Sunday every week. This
midweek worship experience would provide another option for families. Our hope is that this
additional worship opportunity will allow for flexibility in families, especially those gone over a weekend.
This service will have similar components to the previous Sunday, but will be a 40 minute service.

Sanctuary Face Lift

As you may have heard, the Property Team recommended and the Council approved that we proceed
with a face lift for our Sanctuary. This will include scraping off the discolored acoustical material that
was put on the center portion of the ceiling, sealing the light fixtures, cleaning the fans, ceiling and
walls, and then painting the entire sanctuary. This process will begin October 8 and will continue for
TWO weeks. So, for two Sundays, October 14 & October 21, we will be worshiping in the fellowship
hall. It also means that if a funeral should occur during that time, it would need to be held at the
Funeral Chapel or at another church in town. It may be inconvenient for those two weeks, but it’s
something that needs to be done.

Meditation Area

As was stated in last month’s newsletter, the Memorial Committee is in the process of
investing undesignated Memorial Funds into a meditation area that we envision will be a place
for prayer and reflection for members of St. John’s and the Annandale community at large.
Hopefully you have taken a look at the beautiful centerpiece, a piece of sculpture created by
St. John’s member Jason Eastling. Seeking to relate it to our church’s name, the sculpture is a
depiction of John 3:16, “For God so loved the world that God gave God’s only begotten Son.”
Our next steps will be installing pavers and benches so the area becomes a welcoming place
for anyone who needs a quiet place to pray. Our dream is eventually to add a prayer labyrinth as well. If
anyone would like to make a donation towards this project, please make your check out to St. John’s, and
indicate on the memo line that you would like it earmarked for the Meditation Area.

Good News Monthly
St. John’s Lutheran Church Council Meeting
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Present: Peggy Bodell, Lonnie Baack, Mary Iverson, Steve Miller Makena Gunderson, Jason Eastling, Linda
Dircks,
Pastor Dave Nelson, and Pastor Alex Becker Absent: David Burd, Matt Honsey, Bill Berry, Diane Barkley, and Derek Groth
Guest: Ken Schumacher

Topic

Discussion

Faith Talk:

N/A

Scripture &
Prayer

Pastor Dave

Discussion of
SAS Goals

A good and lengthy discussion was held. The Council reviewed the results of the SAS
survey. In the end the Council came up with three goals for 2019. The Support and
Stewardship Team will take this information to the upcoming SAS meetings with our
consultant, flesh them out, and they will become a basis for our fall stewardship
campaign.

Approval of
Agenda
Secretary’s
Report
Treasurer’s
Report

Executive
Committee
Actions

Action

Approved
Approved
Approved. Steve explained the reason for the General Fund balance correction. As he
stated in his report: “During July we required an adjust of ($5,536.08) reducing
year-to-date contributions to account for various over reporting postings for March,
April, May and June. Nothing suspicious, just a system glitch about over reporting of
contributions. Situation has been addressed, and will not happen going forward.”
*Noted that the Council had approved, via email, the expenditure of $250 to move the
grand piano gifted to the congregation by Jim King, and also the expenditure of $550
for Unity Sunday expenses.
*Approved the hiring and payment of Becky Unger as the Chancel Choir accompanist
based on what we were paying Orma Lou. Orma Lou will continue to play organ for
our early service, but chose to step down from playing for the Chancel Choir.
*Approved the purchase of a replacement mic for Pastor Alex.

N/A

M/S/P
M/S/P

Steve/Jason

M/S/P

Lonnie/Peggy

N/A

Deep
Conversation

Fall Worship Schedule

We will return to our normal schedule on Sunday, September 16.
Traditional Worship—8:15am
Refreshments and Fellowship—9:15am
Sunday School and Adult Education (JOLT)—9:30am
Contemporary Worship—10:30am
Refreshments and Fellowship—11:30am

Pastor Dave’s
Report

Coming Up

~ September 2—Pastor Berger, an ELCA pastor representing Food For The Poor, will be with us to talk
about the work addressing hunger and poverty issues in Latin America and the Caribbean.
Pastor Berger will not be asking for an offering, but rather simply be with us to update us on the
work that Food For The Poor is doing in the name of Jesus.
~ September 9—”Unity/Rally Sunday” ONE WORSHIP SERVICE AT 9:30am to be followed by lunch,
games for kids/adults, Ministry Fair, and lots of great fellowship!
~ September 11—Crow River Conference Rostered Leaders Gathering at St. John’s.
~ September 12—D-Way Guide Training / Parents Meeting.
~ September 15—Chrystal and Dan’s Wedding—CONGRATS!!!
~ September 16—Fall Worship Schedule/JOLT begins.
~ September 19—D-Way classes begin
~ September 29—Crow River Conference WELCA Gathering at St. John’s.
~ September 30—MN Adult and Teen Challenge Choir and Healing Prayers (A freewill offering will be
received to support their ministry.) We will have a potluck for the choir and our congregation
following the second service. Prayer shawls will be available at both services.
~ October 2—Pictorial Directory pictures begin.
~ October 8—Sanctuary face lift begins.
~ October 14 and 21—Worship will be held in the Fellowship Hall—LET’S PACK THE PLACE!!!

Precious Gifts Preschool Opening for the 2018/19 school year September 5

We have openings available. We encourage a look at this option of excellent curriculum with the love
and teachings of Jesus. Our graduates are prepared for kindergarten success with all the new
standards. We welcome you and the community to be part of something special.

We have been notified that the FCC has now sold off the 600 MHz wireless band—in
time, our cordless mics will no longer work. We are to continue to use our current
mics until we start experiencing problems. Our hope is to make it through the year,
and budget a digital replacement in 2019.

M/S/P

We will be offering a Wednesday evening worship opportunity (from 7:05pm to
7:45pm) beginning this fall. D-Way students and families will be encouraged to
participate, but the worship service will be open to the entire congregation. To
accommodate, the D-Way schedule will change—all youth (5th-9th) will follow the
same time schedule.

N/A

Old
Business

We will be meeting with representatives from Mt. Hermon on Thursday, September 6
at 7pm here at St. John’s.

N/A

New
Business

*The Council approved the recommendation of the Executive Committee and the
Children, Youth and Family Ministry Team that we begin this fall to pay our Sunday
School Coordinator a stipend/salary of $3,000.
*We will look to offer a potluck on Sunday, September 30 when we host the
Minnesota Adult and Teen Challenge Choir. We will submit an application for a
Thrivent Action Grant to assist with the costs of the meal.
*The Council received a preliminary report form the Hospitality Team regarding some
of the ideas they have to make our Gathering Area and congregation ore welcoming.
The Council encouraged them to gather more information regarding their ideas.

Peggy/Steve

Pastor Alex’s
Report

Council
Reminders
Adjournment
Announcements

& Prayer

Faith Talk in September - Makena Gunderson
Offering Duties - SIGN UP, PLEASE!!!
Motion to Adjourn
Pastor Dave

M/S/P

N/A
M/S/P

N/A
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Treasurer’s
Page 10
Report

Monthly Income
July
2018

$36,952.49

$38,019.92

Monthly
Average
2017

$38,025.61

$36,443.94

General Fund

Building Fund

$9,721.00

Precious Gifts
Preschool
Notes:

Monthly Expense

2.
3.

$40,614.52

Monthly Mortgage

Building Balance

PG Expense

PG Balance

$995.10

$9,262.16

$9,587.00

—1.

General
Fund
Balance
Good
News
Monthly

$24,709.31

The General Fund had $1,067 more in expenses than income during July, 2018. Year-To-Date 2018, we have a General Fund
deficit of $(14,559.00.) We need to have a strong remaining 5 months in 20187 to reach our budgeted amounts. Our General
Fund Balance is still a positive $40,000.
We maintain a positive balance, our next mortgage payment will be $9,587.00
Precious Gifts Preschool Fund balance is positive, and declined slightly during July, 2018.

Remember our mission at St. John’s is supported by your talents and generous gifts.
THANK YOU!

Endowment Committee News

Have you included the St. John’s Endowment in your estate plan? If you are not
aware, there are a variety of options available to you. To learn about the many
ways to make a planned gift, please contact the InFaith Community Foundation at
800-365-4172.
Please know that all gifts and memorials given to our Endowment Fund help us to
enhance our mission and outreach as a congregation. We are sincerely grateful
for every gift given to the St. John’s Endowment – no matter the size – whether
it’s through your estate or as a gift in memory or in honor of someone.

Matamba Update

Thank you so much for your generous contributions to the work of Father Mbiche and the St Monica’s
secondary school in Matamba, Tanzania. It was good to get an update on all the wonderful work that is
happening in that community with Father’s visit to our church in July. I was amazed to see and hear
about all the work our congregation has been a part of over the years. Father Mbiche enjoyed his time
in Annandale and sends his appreciation. A thank you from Father Albert as well for the funds sent to
him for the St. John’s Hospital that he is running. Funds sent will be used for needed equipment for the
operating room which was just recently built. Asante sana for your generosity and warm welcome for
Father Mbiche. Mona Volden

Good News Monthly
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...continued from What’s New
Joyful Jar/Mission Of The Month

Starting on Unity Sunday, and every Sunday after, we will be adding a Joyful Jar to the mid-service
offering. During the regular offering for adults we will invite the children to participate fully by bringing
their offering forward and placing it in the Joyful Jar. If you see a child not going forward, you are
encouraged to give them some change or money to bring forward. This is an opportunity for children
and adults who love them to give generously in support of the Mission Of The Month. Throughout the
year, the money from this offering will go toward ministries and organizations selected by the Outreach
team. A few examples would be the Annandale Food shelf, Habitat for Humanity, ELCA World Hunger,
camp scholarships, etc.

Pictorial Directory

We will have Lifetouch studios here at church October 2-6 and 13-18 taking pictures so that we may
distribute a new pictorial directory for St. John’s. You can sign up for your picture times now on the
main page of our website. We are still looking for many volunteers to make this possible. If you would
like to help, please contact Chrystal in the church office.

55+ Is Going To The New Bell Museum—September 18
Plan to join us for a trip to the exciting new Bell Museum on the campus
of the University of Minnesota. See the high tech exhibits and wildlife
dioramas and experience science, art, and the environment with a
Minnesota perspective. Sign up early as space is limited. Cost for entry
and bus transportation is $25.00.

Sarah Circle—Bible Study

New members are welcome! Sarah Circle meets the third Tuesday of the
month at 7:00pm. Join us for fellowship. Contact Ardis Nelson 274-5339
or Patty Fasching 651-492-2789 for more info and the location of this
month’s meeting. Look for the Sarah Circle schedule in the GNM Newsletter.

Fall Kick Off/Unity Sunday

Join us on September 9th for St. John’s Fall Kickoff with new and exciting opportunities. First, we’ll be
having a unity service, meaning only one service for the day. We will gather together at 9:30 for one
worship service. This will be a service that includes elements of both the 8:15 and 10:30 services. We
are hopeful that coming together as one church for one service will provide new opportunities for
fellowship and faith formation. Second, we will have a congregational lunch, games, bounce houses,
dunk tank, and other fun events for our youth. We will also be watching the football game on the big
screens in the sanctuary and in the fellowship hall. Finally, we will have a ministry fair before and after
our unity service. This will be an opportunity for the many ministries of St. John’s to share what they are
doing, and give people the option of signing up for various ministries and events. We hope that St.
John’s is busy and packed on the 9th and throughout the entire year.

Women’s Fall Gathering

Communion Service At Annandale Care Center

Our monthly service of Holy Communion will be September 7 at 1:30pm. While this worship service is
intended for St. John’s members who are residents at the Care Center and Centennial Villa apartments,
it is open to all residents, family and friends. We will also be leading worship at the Care Center on
September 9.

In Need Of Prayer

People at St. John’s are ready to pray for and with you --- in times of joy, and in times of need. To activate
this prayer ministry please contact the church office. Only the information you choose to share will be
passed on to the Prayer Ministry participants. Please understand that if you are calling on behalf of
another person, in order to respect the right of privacy, and for the sake of confidentiality, you must have
that individual’s permission before we can activate the prayer ministry and pray for them by name.

Pastoral Visits

Please call the church office and let us know if you desire a pastoral visit – especially if you are going to
be hospitalized. If it is an emergency, feel free to call Pastor Dave at home.

Please save the date! Saturday, September 29 is the Crow River Fall Gathering here at St. John’s.
Pastor Laura Aase from Rivers of Hope in Hutchinson will be our speaker. The fee of $10.00 needs to
be turned in to the church office or Gladys Johnson by September 19. Registration is at 8:00am and
brunch will be served at 8:30am. Please donate to our personal care kits for our in-kind offering.
Please come for a wonderful morning—you might be surprised! ~Mary Iverson

Life Groups

Did you hear how fun being a part of a Life Group was during Lent last year? Over 60 people participated
in eight different life groups. It was so well received that we are going to start them up in the fall this
year. So, are you interested in joining a group? Maybe the Guys and Brews group, or the Young Moms,
or the Dinner/Couples group, maybe the Mindfulness group or even the Book Study group? Maybe you'd
like to start a new group with a new topic. We are in need to people willing to be the point person for
their life group. You'd pick the day and time that would work best for you and then people will be able
to sign up on September 9th, the day of our Fall Kick-off. If interested, contact Pastor Alex.

Coffee & Conversation

Most Thursday afternoons from 3:00 -4:30 you’ll find Pastor Dave at McDonald’s, looking forward to
conversation with anyone who wants to stop by. You may wish to check with the church office on
Thursdays to see if he is unable to be there because of a funeral or other responsibility. He enjoys
visiting about church, life in general, or whatever is on your mind.
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Holiday Fair

A group of women who have worked on St. John’s Holiday Fair in past years met
recently to consider the future of the event. We knew that new leadership was
needed, but at this point no one has stepped forward for the task. The reluctant
consensus of the group is that the Holiday Fair will not be held this year.
We are sad as we reach this conclusion. We think about the ministries that will not be
funded going forward. Funds raised at the Holiday Fair in past years have supported
work within our congregation, such as Septuafest and kitchen needs. We have
supported mission work outside our congregation such as Lutheran World Relief efforts
and needs at Annandale Elementary School. We are also sad because this event has
been a positive connection with our larger Annandale community. And working
together has been fun!
We do hold out hope that leadership might still emerge in the next weeks. It might be
two friends, a couple, a family – anyone at all! Perhaps someone who has an idea of
changes that might be made to the Fair will step up. Perhaps there are other ways that
we might work together to raise funds for the mission work that past Holiday Fairs have
supported.
If you are sensing that God might be nudging you to be involved in something like our
Holiday Fair, please let the office know. Folks with lots of experience to share will be
happy to visit with you.

D-Way Schedule—PLEASE NOTE CHANGES

September 19—Parents Meeting at 6:30pm and Guide Training at 7:15pm
September 26—D-Way classes begin
October 3—D-Way classes
October 10—TBD
October 17—No D-Way—MEA
October 24—D-Way food collection (5th—8th graders) 9th graders serve confirmation banquet for
our 10th grade confirmands.
October 31—No D-Way—Halloween

D-Way Guides

Do you enjoy working with youth? Would you enjoy being a part
of a young person’s faith journey? Well, you are certainly needed!
D-Way (St. John's confirmation program) will be starting this fall
and is in need of Guides. There will be a sign up in the gathering
space starting in August with more details. If you have any
questions, let Pastor Alex know.

Tenth Grade Confirmation Schedule

Contemporary Worship

September 26—10th graders will gather at 7:45pm in the Fellowship Hall
October 3—10th graders will gather at 7:45pm in the Fellowship Hall
October 7—DUE DATE for all materials
October 10—10th graders will gather at 7:45pm in the Fellowship Hall
October 17—No Class (Personal visits with the Pastors)
October 24—Pictures at 6:00pm (Youth are to be present by 5:50pm)
Rehearsal at 6:30pm (We ask that at least one parent be present)
Banquet at 7:00pm for 10th graders and their parents
Sharing of Faith Statements to follow dinner
October 28—Rite of Confirmation/Affirmation of Baptism at 1:30pm

Sound and Slide Projection

First Communion Instruction

Sunday School Helpers

We are in need of high school and adult Sunday School helpers. Volunteers will help manage grade
level crews kindergarten through 2nd grade and assist Sunday School teachers as needed
during rotations.
Do you play an instrument? Piano, guitar, saxophone, violin, cello...TUBA? We would love to have you
join the contemporary worship team. If interested, contact Pastor Alex or stop in on Sunday.

We are in need of more volunteers to run the slides and sound for worship. If you have an
interest or know of someone who would be interested, please let Pastor Alex know. No
experience is required; we will teach people how to do both.

Scheduling Events

If you are scheduling an event here at St. John’s or if your Ministry Team changes the date of their
meeting, please be sure to clear it with Chrystal in the office so that we can make sure that we are
not double-scheduling our space. Thanks!

Newsletter Deadline

Items for the October newsletter are due by September 13.

Community Events
The Colorful Leaves Of Autumn—Annandale Christian Women’s Club
September 13 at 9:30am here at St. John’s Church—Cost $9
Special Feature: Arlene Sands, Annandale—“The Unique Music of the Accordion”
Music: Arlene Sands, Annandale
Speaker: Nancy Brydges, White Bear Lake, MN— “The Challenge of New Beginnings”
Call Ardelle for reservations—320-274-8336 or Betsy—320-274-5419

October 6—First Communion class for youth and parent(s) from 9:00am to 11:00am
***Here at St. John’s we welcome the baptized to God’s table. We let parents
decide at what age they would like their children to begin communing, but we
hope that all children would have First Communion instruction no later than 3rd
grade, hopefully much sooner. You can register your child & pick up materials at
the Sunday School Open House on Sept 16 or by stopping in the church office.

JOLT (Joy of Learning Together)

Our Sunday morning Adult Class, which we call JOLT, we resume on Sunday, September 16th.
We will begin the year with a series on the Bible. Each class will include a brief video and discussion. I hope that you will join us, and invite a friend to join us. We will take a break from
that series on the last Sunday of the month so that we can learn more about MN. Adult and
Teen Challenge.
September 16: “Canon: Mining for the Word” Eric Elnes
How did these 66 cultural history lessons, collections of poems, family genograms,
allegorical stories, and community letters, all gathered from sources that stretch
across time and place, become the Bible?
September 23: “History: Parchment to Pixel” Phyllis Tickle
Does the way we access the Bible change the way we read and interpret the Bible?
How important is context to reading and understanding the message of Scripture?
September 30: MN. Adult and Teen Challenge
Come and hear more about the problems of addiction, and the vital work of MN. Adult
and Teen Challenge, leading young and old to a life of recovery.

Good News Monthly
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A Prayer For September

CYF Upcoming Events
(Children,Youth, and Family)

Sunday School—3 years old through 4th grade—9:30-10:15am
Family Faith

Ages 3 and 4

Rotational Model

Ages 5 through 2nd grade

This new class will provide age appropriate curriculum in a supportive environment. Each 3 and 4 year old
must attend with an adult.

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things—maker of little children who return to school this
fall, and maker of those who teach. I pray that each day you will be with all children as they
learn and with all teachers as they teach.
I am in awe, Lord, when I think about how each of your children is so incredibly, wonderfully
made—made with eyes to see the colors of a rainbow, with ears to hear a symphony, with a
nose to smell a lilac and with a tongue to taste chocolate ice cream! You have set your
children into the midst of your incredible world and you have given each child these senses
that she might learn to know and to love that world. What a wonderful idea!
Today I thank you for all our children and I thank you for those who teach. Your world is filled
with miracles to be discovered and with truths to be understood. It overflows with beauty to
be appreciated! Thank you for teachers who help open up this incredible world to children. I
pray that you will give every teacher their own deep sense of the wonder of your world so that,
every day, they can share that wonder with every child.
JS
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things! Amen.

We will continue to do the Rotational Sunday School model for ages 5 through 2nd grade. Students will learn
biblical stories through art, games , cooking , and science rotations that switch weekly. Students will gather in
the meeting area for an opening lesson/music from 9:30-9:45 before going to their rotation for the week.

Self-Contained

3rd & 4th Grade

This group will meet in the youth room in the Education Building and will receive the rotational model (art,
science, games, and video) within a self-contained classroom. This allows for age appropriate curriculum that
focuses on upper level elementary. Karen Wolff will be returning to lead this group.

Fall
Kick Off/Unity Sunday
Join us on September 9th for St. John’s Fall Kickoff with new and exciting opportunities. First, we’ll be

having a unity service, meaning only one service for the day. We will gather together at 9:30 for one
worship service. This will be a service that includes elements of both the 8:15 and 10:30 services. We
are hopeful that coming together as one church for one service will present new opportunities for
fellowship and faith formation. Second, we will have a congregational lunch (taco bar), games, bounce
houses and other fun events for our youth. We will also be watching the football game on the big
screens in the sanctuary and in the fellowship hall. Finally, we will have a ministry fair before and after
our unity service. This will be an opportunity for the many ministries of St. John’s to share what they
are doing and give people the option of signing up for various ministries and events. We hope that St.
John’s is busy and packed on the 9th and throughout the entire year.

Sunday School Helpers

We are in need of high school and adult Sunday School helpers.
Volunteers will help manage grade level crews ages Kindergarten
through 2nd grade and assist Sunday School teachers as needed
during rotations. If you can help call Laura at 320-420-3336.

D-Way & Sunday School Registration Open

Registration forms can be filled out on our website www.stjohns-annandale.org
under “Faith Formation” and then selecting “Sunday School” or “D-Way”. You
will have a copy mailed home with a letter, or you can pick up a paper copy in the
church office. We are looking for D-Way and Sunday School volunteers!

Congratulations

~ To all Grandparents—it’s your day on September 9!
~ Wedding of Chrystal Rasmussen and Dan Fischer on September 15!

Many Thanks
~ To those serving on our summer mowing teams and those who have so graciously pulled weeds
- thank you for keeping our property looking so good!
~ To our garden team for caring for the areas in the front of the church.
~ To all who are serving as mentors for our youth preparing for Confirmation this fall.
~ To all who helped with the Primary elections and to all who voted.
~ To Pastor Alex for his leadership on the Community Life Team at the recent ELCA Youth
Gathering, and for leading our Synod’s Youth Band.
~ To all who help lead our Contemporary Worship service.
~ To all the youth and adults who attended the ELCA Youth Gathering this summer for sharing about
You experiences at worship on August 26.
~ To Jim King (non-member) for the donation of a grand piano—a very generous gift!
~ To all who serve as public school teachers, administrators and staff members as you begin another
year of school.
~ To all who have agreed to serve as Sunday school teachers and helpers (especially to Laura Eastling
for serving as Sunday School Coordinator), and to all who have agreed to serve as D-Way Guides for
the coming year.
~ To all who served on the Sabbatical Policy Committee, and to those who helped review our Staff
Policies.

Cards For Pat

Pat Larson is recovering from her stem cell transplant. After leaving the hospital, she
will spend several weeks at Hope Lodge near the U of M hospital. Cards may be sent to
Pat at Hope Lodge, American Cancer Society, 2500 University Ave SE, Minneapolis, MN
55414.

Meals On Wheels

Thank you to all the wonderful volunteers who delivered meals in August. St. John’s next turn will be
January, 2019! ~ Diane Barkley

C

September 2018
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

Mary
Holmgren

Duane & Linda A: Mike Miller
Dietz
V:

Dan & Patty
Fasching

Mary Iverson

A:
V:

Ken & Debbie
Schumacher

Debbie
Schumacher

Hale Davidson
Elora Davidson

N/A

A:
V:

Darlene Hukriede
Opal Fisher

Kara
Lampi

Connor Lampi

Charlene
Jerpseth

A:
V:

Mindy
Carlson

Peggy
Bodell

Emily Hinnenkamp McClelland Fami- A: Emily Combs
Austin Berry
ly
V: Emily Combs

Duane & Linda
Dietz
Mary
Iverson

Julia Kjaer

Debbie
Schumacher

Kevin & Sue Geisinger
Stan & Shirley Hillestad

10:00 Service

Mitch & Kim Uecker
Drew & Donna Jacobson

Altar Guild
Val
Gunderson
Tami
Ramstad

9:30am
Worship/Lunch/
Games/Ministry
Fair

6:00pm
Boy Scouts

10
9:30am
Hands For Hope

1:30am
Care Center Worship
6:00pm
Boy Scouts

A:
V:

16
Fall Schedule Begins /
Bible Presentation

17

WELCA Circles:

8:30 Service

Unity Sunday

Have a safe Labor
Day!

5:30pm
Cub Scouts-Den 4

A: Emily Combs
V: Emily Combs

Ushers

9

3

A: Jim Framstad
V: Phyllis Framstad

A:
V:

Mary
Iverson

2 Food For The Poor
8:15am
Sing-Along
8:30am
Traditional Worship
w/Communion
10:00am
Contemporary
Worship
w/Communion

Sarah Circle:
Tuesday, September 18, 6:00pm
Hostess: Karen Navratil
Rachel Circle:
Wednesday, September 12, 9:30am
Hostess: Ruth Gruys
Bible Study Leader: Jo Heyd
Ruth Circle:
Monday, September 10, 2:00pm
Hostess: Mary Ann Humola

8:15am
Traditional Worship
9:30am
Sunday School
Open House
9:30am
JOLT
10:30am
Contemporary
Worship
23
8:15am
Traditional Worship
w/Communion
9:30am
Sunday School
9:30am
JOLT
10:30am
Contemporary
Worship
w/Communion
5:30pm
Cub Scouts-Den 4
30 MN Adult & Teen
Challenge Choir
At St. John’s
8:15am
Traditional Worship /
Healing Prayers
9:30am
Sunday School
9:30am
JOLT
10:30am
Contemporary
Worship /
Healing Prayers
11:30am
Potluck

4
8:00am
Men’s Bible
Study
10:00am
Women’s Bible
Study
6:00pm
Worship & Music
7:00pm
Exec

6:00pm
Boy Scouts

7

13
9:00am
Annandale
Christian Women
10:00am
Newsletter
Deadline
3:00—4:30pm
Pastor Dave at
McDonald’s
5:30pm
Worship Band
Practice

14

21 Peace Day

22

28

29
8:00am
Crow River
Women’s Fall
Gathering at
St. John’s

18
8:00am
Men’s Bible
Study
10:00am
Women’s Bible
Study

19
10:00am
Staff Meeting

20
9:00am
Ministerial Mtg at
Elementary School

5:15pm
D-Way Dinner
5:55pm
Large Groups
6:30pm
Small Groups
7:05pm
Worship

3:00—4:30pm
Pastor Dave at
McDonald’s

25
8:00am
Men’s Bible
Study
10:00am
Women’s Bible
Study

6:30pm
Parent Meeting
7:15
D-Way Guide
Training
7:30pm
AA Mtg—Ed Bldg

26
10:00am
Staff Meeting
4:00pm
Acolyte Training
5:15pm
D-Way Dinner
5:55pm
Large Groups
6:30pm
Small Groups
7:05pm
Worship
7:45pm
10th Grade Mtg

8

1:30pm
3:00—4:30pm
Care Center
Pastor Dave at
Communion
McDonald’s
Service
5:30pm
Worship Band
Practice
7:00pm
Mtg w/Mt. Hermon
at St. John’s

12
10:00am
Staff Meeting

7:00pm
Church Council

9:30am
Hands For Hope

7:30pm
AA Mtg—Ed Bldg

6
8:00am
Annandale
Improvement Club

11
8:00am
Men’s Bible
Study .
10:00am
Women’s Bible
Study
12:00pm
Crow River
Conference for
Rostered Leaders
at St. John’s
6:00pm
SAS Mtg at Salem
in St. Cloud

6:00pm
Boy Scouts

24

5
10:00am
Staff Meeting

15
1:00pm
Baby Shower

Chrystal’s
Wedding

5:30pm
Worship Band
Practice
27
1:00pm
Writing Group

3:00—4:30pm
Pastor Dave at
McDonald’s
5:30pm
Worship Band
Practice

