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A Message from Pastor Dave… 
 
Beginning a couple of years ago, we have launched our fall ministries with a Unity Sunday – including 
one worship service, a lunch, and lots of games and activities for all ages.  Well, obviously, this year 
such a Unity Sunday will not be possible.   It’s hard to celebrate our Unity, when a large number of the 
congregation would not be able, or would not feel safe, to attend.  So, we are putting our “Unity Sunday” 
on hold until that day comes (hopefully sooner than later) when we will once again be able to gather to-
gether safely. 
 
 
But until that day comes, how might we celebrate our unity as brothers and sisters in Christ, and as 
members of this St. John’s community?   Well, let me offer some ideas: 
 
 
1. Each Sunday we begin our worship by remembering that God has claimed and named us in the wa-

ters of Baptism.   We have all been named “Beloved” and have been sealed with the Holy Spirit, and 
marked with the cross of Christ forever.   Whenever we remember our Baptism – we celebrate the 
unity that is ours in Jesus.   We are siblings in Christ.   We are part of God’s Church – the people of 
God.   So, as you remember your Baptism, as your trace the sign of the cross that was placed upon 
you when you were baptized – may it be a reminder to you that you are part of something bigger 
than yourself.  You are part of God’s mission in God’s world.  You are part of God’s Church – and 
specifically, you are part of God’s Church here at St. John’s.   In our Baptism we find Unity!   Let’s 
claim and celebrate that Unity! 

2. This month our Communion “fast” will come to an end.  We will be offering Communion the last Sun-
day of September (and the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month, thereafter) BOTH virtually, and in-
person.   Certainly the virtual Communion will be the safest – as we will ask you to gather your own 
elements (wine or grape juice and bread) and have them ready as you tune into our online worship 
that day.   For those who choose to attend “in-person” worship – we will have elements ready for 
you (using all the safety precautions we can) and you will commune in your seats when that time 
comes in the worship service.   Certainly, Communion is a personal means of grace in which our 
living Lord comes to us with love and grace; but such a gift is never private.   The “for you” that is 
spoken as we receive the bread and wine is not just singular, but it is also plural.  This gift is for 
ALL.   It, too, reminds us of our Unity!   We are all in need of God’s grace, and we are all welcomed 
to God’s table!  There is a place for each of us – and thus, in this meal, we celebrate the Unity we 
have in Jesus! 

3. As we pray for one another – as we lift up those who are sick, those who are grieving, and those 
going through difficult challenges, as well as those who are celebrating good news  – we 
acknowledge our Unity; for we know that when one person of our community suffers, we all suffer; 
when one person of our community rejoices, we too rejoice.  So, every time we pray for one anoth-
er, for the needs and joys of this community, we celebrate the Unity we have in Christ. 

4. As we live into the vision of God’s Dream – as we seek to be instruments of reconciliation, and we 
work for justice (defending and upholding the dignity and well-being of all persons, especially the 
poor and powerless), as we celebrate beauty (not only observing and enjoying God’s natural beau-
ty, but also creating beauty ourselves), and as we work for wholeness wherever there is brokenness 
we are one in Christ. 

 
You see, our Unity is present even in the midst of a Covid-19 pandemic.   Even though we cannot all 
gather together safely – we are one in Christ!  One in Baptism, one at the Table of God’s Grace, one in 
prayer, and one in mission. 
 
Your Servant in Christ, 
Pastor Dave 

https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsannandale
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Zoom Conversation with the Pastors and St. John’s Friends 
We as pastors invite you to join us, and other St. John’s friends, on Zoom.  We are enjoying this times of conversation.  It 
has been fun to gather together, to see each other’s faces, and to share lots of laughs.  We will share the Zoom meeting 
invite link on through Email blasts and we invite you to join us. 

               
              Pastor Dave will host on Wednesday nights from 8-9pm  

              Pastors will host Sunday morning Fellowship at 9:15am on Sunday, Sept. 6th 
                     and at 10:00am on Sundays, September 13th, 20th and 27th. 

Sunday Scripture Readings 
We will complete our Summer Preaching Series on Labor Day weekend, our final “Everyday Spirituality” 
theme will be: 

September 6 – Work    Exodus 18 and Colossians 3:17, Ephesians 4:25-5:2 
On Sunday, September 13th, we will return to the Narrative Lectionary – as we once again travel 

       through the Biblical story in chronological order throughout the school year:    
September 13: Creation and Fall Genesis 2:4b-7, 15-17; 3:1-8 

September 20: God’s Promise to Abraham Genesis 15:1-6 
September 27: God Works through Joseph Genesis 37:3-8, 17b-22, 26-34; 50:15-21 

Sunday Worship Schedule   
Each Sunday you are encouraged to join us for worship at 8:30 on Facebook Premier.   You will be able to say “hello” to 
others in real time using the chat.   We also hope that you will use the chat to share prayer concerns, to comment on the 
one thing that you are going to take away from the worship service, or to share where you are seeing God these days, etc. 
 
Once the Premier has taken place, the worship service continues to be available on 
our St.John’s Facebook page so that you can watch at your own convenience. 
 
Online Worship services will continue even after we begin “in person” worship  
services later this month.  We see online worship as part of the new normal moving 
forward.  And to make this easier to produce, and with as good a quality as we can 
produce, the Church Council voted this past month to invest in permanent cameras 
for our sanctuary.  Once the decision is made regarding which company’s bid we will 
accept, it may take 4-6 weeks before installation is completed.   

We will be holding Parking Lot Services on Sundays, August 30th and September 13th at 9am.   You will be able to listen 
to the service via the sound system or via your FM Car Radio, or sit in designated spots on lawn chairs.   We have again 
made arrangement to rent the City’s Band shell to serve as our stage area.  We will have individuals directing traffic and 

getting people parked.  If you choose to sit outside, please wait in your vehicle until you are directed to one of the marked 
seating areas.  We ask that you wear face masks, and practice physical distancing, as you move to and from your seating 

area.  Please know that there will not be bathrooms available.  We also ask that you would not rideshare. 
 

These plans could be modified base on the directions of our health officials. 

Communion Service at Annandale Care Center   
Our monthly services of Holy Communion are suspended until the Care Center lifts its visiting restrictions  

Bible Studies, Ministry Team Meetings, Etc. 
We will continue to hold Bible studies, Ministry Team meetings, and Council meetings via Zoom.   
 
Sacraments 
In regards to Baptisms, we invite you to contact the church office, and we will be glad to visit with you about the options that 
are available, according to the guidelines of the Health Department. 
 
Plans are being made to offer Holy Communion “virtually” and “in-person” on the 2nd and 4th Sundays beginning Sun-
day,September 27th.   Instructions will be sent via email and postcard to all congregation members at least two weeks prior.  
We will ask you to provide your own elements (e.g. wine or grape juice and bread). 
 
Holy Communion will be celebrated in our “in-person” worship services, also on the 2nd and 4th Sundays. The elements for 
Communion will be prepared ahead of time while wearing a mask and gloves. The elements will be distributed in a safe way. 

The pastor(s) will lead the Communion service from the chancel and will not hand the elements directly to the communicants. 

Parking Lot Worship Page 7 
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Condolences  
Nancy and Dan Berg and extended family - the death of their nephew: Shaun  

Margaret Groop and family - at the death of Ed  
 

Healing-Members of St. John’s 
Jenny Klein – Cancer Treatment 

Jay Klien - Healing from ankle surgery  
Judy Peterson – Cancer Treatment 

Shirley Schmidt – healing 
Colleen Vinkemeier - Healing  

Verna Dahnke - Hospice  
 
  

Assisted Living/Care Center Facilities 
LuVerna Anderson - Parkview Care Center, Buffalo  

Geraldine Nelson -  Annandale Care Center 
Hazel Strand - at Watkins Assisted Living 

Lorenchia Scott - at Big Lake Assisted Living 
Verna Dahnke - at Watkins Assisted Living 

Barb Beals - at Annandale Care Center 
Elizabeth Olson -  Annandale Assisted Living 

 
Healing-Family & Friends of St. John’s 
Kim – daughter of Dolly and Ron Alger – Cancer Treatment 

Judy Johnson – healing after shoulder surgery 
 

Support   
Alex Steffen – son of Lori Steffen 

Dasan Hood Beckman – son of Keith and Laura Hood Beckman 

Zac Sykora - Son of Hope & Todd Sykora; MN National Guard Deployed 

Jessica Forness - Joint Base Goose Creek, SC - US Navy 

Lorenzo Swanson - Grandson of John & Diane Swanson; Camp Lejeune, NC—Marines 

Alec Swanson - Grandson of John & Diane Swanson-Charleston, SC  Air Force 

Seth & Samantha Johnson - Grandson of Lloyd & Maria Johnson; Norfolk, US Navy - deployed 

Sean & Courtney Johnson - Grandson of Lloyd & Maria Johnson; PT Hueneme, CA - U.S. Navy - deployed 

Robin (Ekholm) O’Connor & Jesse O’Connor - Daughter and son-in-law 

of Bryan & Lucy Ekholm; Washtington, Spokane - Fair Child Air Force Base 

McKenna and Jake Ekholm Malloy- Daughter of Bryan & Lucy Ekholm; 
St. Angello, TX - Air Force 

Teddy and Mavis Erickson  - Fort Bragg, North Carolina - Army 

Erin Schwanke - Daughter of Ron & Sue Schwanke; Coronado, CA- U.S. Navy   
 
 
 

Note: If a correction is needed or you would like a name removed or added please inform the church office.   
In an effort to keep the list current and accurate, we will be updating/removing prayer requests on a monthly  

basis; please contact  andrea@stjohns-annandale.org.   
 
 

Thank you! 

Keep Us In Your Prayers 
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Our monthly service of Holy Communion will be May 3 at 1:30pm. While this worship service is intended for             
s members who are residents at the Care Center and Centennial Villa apartments, it is open to all           

2022 due to the COVID-19 virus. 
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Financial Update                                                                                                                   
Thanks to God’s abundance and your incredible generosity, St. John’s is entering the fall in a strong financial condition. 
There will be additional expenses as we begin to “re-open” so we hope that you will continue to generously support this minis-
try.                                                                                                                       
 

Ready to Celebrate…Free to Dream  
 
Ready to Celebrate 
After being granted the ability to pay interest only payments since April, we are now back at paying our $9,587.00 a month 
mortgage payment as of August.  We only have 18 months of payments remaining (with the last one being a balloon payment 
to make up for these past four months).  Consequently, we are looking forward to burning the mortgage on our main building 
in February of 2022.  That’s why we are “Ready to Celebrate.” 
 
Over the years this congregation has continued to pay down the debt by faithfully supporting the various capital campaigns 
that have been held.   We now need you to help us cross the finish line.  You should have all received a pledge card in the 
mail.  If you have already returned your completed card – THANK YOU!  If you haven’t yet returned your card, please do so 
at your earliest convenience.  Remember that all gifts, great and small, will help us reach our goal.  If you have misplaced 
your pledge card you can either call the church office and request a new card, or you can fill out your pledge card online via 
our website.      
 
Free to Dream 
As we get ready to burn the mortgage, we also want to take this time to focus on our vision and mission moving forward.  To 
help us in this important work, the Church Council has hired a consultant to lead us in a visioning/strategic planning process.  
This visioning process will involve listening to God, listening to one another, and listening to our community.   There will be 
congregational gatherings – both in person (hopefully) and online on Sunday, October 4th and Monday, October 5th.  We hope 
that you will make every effort to participate, and to lend your voice to this process.   Following those congregational events, 
there will be a series of devotionals provided that will invite us to listen to God, there will be a congregational survey, and the 
Planning Team will also seek to listen closely to our community by interviewing key community leaders.  In short, this process 
will involve lots and lots of listening.   This will not be a top-down strategic plan, but rather a strategic plan that comes from 
God through you.  By the end of the process we will have identified and clarified our mission/vision/core values; we will have 
identified ministry goals and objectives; and we will have a clear community embraced vision of where God is leading us. 
 
Then, and only then, once we have all that in place will we consider how our current building space either helps or hinders us 
in carrying out that vision.  But it is our hope and prayer that by that stage of the process, having a vision in place that has 
been birthed by the Spirit from out of our congregation, we will have what we need to guide any and all building discussions, 
as well as any future staff discussions.    
 
So, as you can see, these next two years are going to be very exciting in the life of our congregation.   We are grateful that 
Carter Diers, Steve Niklaus, Diane Barkley, David Rose and Lori Hausken, together with Pastor Dave, have agreed to serve 
as the Strategic Planning Steering Team.   Our goal is to have the strategic planning process completed by late spring of 
2021.   
 
Please keep them, and this process, in your prayers. 

Treasurer's Report 
     
                                                          Monthly Income                 Monthly Expense           Balance 
       
General Fund July 2020                    $41,792.44                 $36,411.71           $ 42,446.14 
General Fund 2019 Monthly Avg.       $38,400.76                 $38,266.95   
       
Building Fund July 2020                    $9,873.73                  $772.94           $ 23,802.64 
 
 
 

       
1. The General Fund had $5,380.73 more in income than expenses during July 2020.  
2. $50,000 was transferred from the General Fund into General Fund Savings  
3. We maintain a positive balance in the Building Fund. Mortgage payments are 9,587 monthly; we are currently paying in-

terest only at 4.5%. Loan matures 02-01-22  
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pastors directly, or you can reach any of the staff via email. 

In-Person Worship 
Our first priority is for the safety of our members, guests, and their families. We do note that many area churches 
opened their doors after the governor changed his order to allow it at a limited capacity. However, at this time, in gen-
eral, about 1/2 of all churches have returned to the building (with a revised service) and half have chosen to do some-
thing outside of in-person gathering. We have chosen to look toward the future by hosting outdoor services in hopes to 
reduce the risk to our congregation and so that more of those high risk members may safely participate. Further, we are 
now investing in audio/video equipment in order to make the on-line services better and save on staff time. With that 
said, the summer weather is behind us and we plan to be back in the building on September 20. 
 
The following plans were approved at the Council’s August Meeting.  These plans may be adjusted depending on pan-
demic risk levels.  Our goal is to mitigate the potential for transmission of infection in our Church Building. 
 
 Those over the age of 65 and individuals with a compromised health condition are strongly encouraged not 

to attend any worship services in person because they are more susceptible to contracting the coronavirus. 
This is for their own safety as well as the safety of those gathered. 

 Anyone showing any symptoms of illness, or anyone who has a household member who is sick or showing 
symptoms of illness should not attend; this includes pastors or other leaders who are sick or showing 
signs of illness. If someone arrives showing signs of  illness (fever, persistent dry cough, etc.), they will be 
asked to go home. 
 
 For indoor worship services, occupancy of the worship space is not to exceed 50% of capacity, with physical 

distancing gulines in place. To maintain 6 feet of distance, only every other pew or rows of chairs will be in use. 
We will run tape down the center of each section of rows to maintain physical distancing.  Also, only one imme-
diate family will be seated in each designated area. This will result in our capacity being around 130 people, not 
counting potential overflow seating in the  Fellowship Hall (with wall opened) 

 Individuals/households will be asked to pre-register prior to attending “in person” worship. Please watch for sign 
up on our Website.  

 Individuals/households will be asked to maintain physical distancing as they move from their cars to the en-
trance of the church. 

 Individuals/households will be checked in as they enter the building, and ushered to their seats.  Ushers will 
assist with maintaining proper social distance. 

 Individuals are asked to keep coats/jackets with them – rather than hanging them on the coat racks. 
 Hand sanitizer will be available at all entryways. 
 All in attendance will be required to wear a mask, except worship leaders when they are speaking. Disposable 

masks will be made available for those who do not bring a mask or cloth face covering from home. Masks or 
cloth face coverings should not be placed on young children under age 2, per CDC guidelines. 

 Disposable gloves will be made available for those who are cleaning and for anyone who may desire to wear 
them. 

 Doors will be propped open and one-way traffic patterns will be introduced to ensure physical distancing. The 
farthest north door at the main entrance to the building will be designated as an “enter only” door. The farthest 
south door at the main entrance will be designated as an “exit only” door.  

  People are asked not to greet each other with touching (e.g.Handshakes, hugs, etc), maintaining physical dis
 tance of at least 6 feet with those outside of their immediate family. Parents will be encouraged to speak with 
 their children before coming to the facility to let them know that things will be different. 

 Because singing has been shown to increase the amount of droplets produced, thus increasing the potential 
spread of the coronavirus, congregational and choral singing will not be allowed. 

 The pastor(s), worship leaders, or soloist may sing, provided they are at least 12 feet from the first row, and at 
least six feet or more from other leaders.  All worship leaders will be stationed in the front of the sanctuary. 

 Hymnals and Pew Bibles will be removed from pews.  There will be no bulletins – but bulletins will be made 
available online. 

 Offering plates and Welcome Pads will not be passed person to person.  Offering will be collected at the door as 
people leave the sanctuary. 

 Children’s “quiet bags” and Spark Bibles will not be made available – but take home activity bags will be made 
available 

 The Church Nursery will not be open. 
 Ventilation will be increased as much as possible, opening doors, as weather permits.  The ventilation system 

and ceiling fans will remain off during in-person worship. 
 Restroom Use: Only one person will be allowed to enter a restroom at a time, unless members of the same im-

mediate family. A marking of some kind will be placed on the floor outside of the restroom to indicate where 
people should stand in line to wait to use the restroom, maintaining 6-foot distance from each other. 

 Drinking fountains will not be available. 
 Pastors/worship leaders will be required to wear a mask at all times except when they are speaking. They will 

also remain more than 6 feet from the congregation at all times. 
 No social gatherings of any kind will be allowed either before or after worship services. People will be instructed 

to arrive and depart expediently. 
 Participants will be asked to remain seated following the worship service until they are excused by the ushers. 
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Prayer Concerns                                                                                                                        
During these days, we want to continue to pray for you, and for all who have health concerns or special needs, those who are experienc-
ing life’s joys or difficult challenges, those who are grieving losses of all kinds. Please contact the church office with your prayer con-
cerns and let us know if you would like them shared publicly, or if you would rather have them included in our prayers as a staff each 
week. We would invite you to use the following daily prayer guide in your own personal prayers: 
 
Sunday:   Prayers for the Sick and for their families. Prayers for healing and comfort 
Monday:  Prayers for Healthcare Workers, First Responders, all Essential Workers.  Prayers for protection and strength.                                                                                    
Tuesday: Prayers for the Vulnerable, for those with Underlying Health Concerns or Compromised Immune Systems.  Prayers for protection and for  
                 others to provide for their needs. 
Wednesday: Prayers for the Unemployed or whose hours have been cut. Prayers that they would receive the  
                      assistance that is available to them. 
Thursday:  Prayers for our Leaders, those who are making tough decisions.  
                   Prayers for wisdom, compassion, and empathy. 
Friday:  Prayers for students and families and for Teachers. Prayers for patience, for understanding, and for personal  
             discipline.  Prayers of thanksgiving for the gifts of technology. Prayers for all who teach – who are having to learn 
             new ways of teaching and caring for their students. 
Saturday:  Prayers for the Church – for all the baptized as we live out our calling to be the Church in new ways.   
                 Prayers for pastors, for church staffs, and for all the baptized who are learning how to live out their daily  
                 callings in new ways. Prayers for perseverance, for strength, for new ways to share the love of Jesus.  

Many Thanks!  
 For everyone’s understanding and support as we try to navigate through these uncharted waters. 
 For all who have been sending in their offerings, dropping off them off on Wednesdays, or using one of our online giving options.  

Your generosity, even in the midst of these trying times, is deeply appreciated. 
 For all who have returned their “Ready to Celebrate… Free to Dream” Capital Campaign pledge cards. 
 To Pastor Alex and Emily Combs who have been doing all the recording and editing of our Sunday worship services, and for all who 

have shared those services with friends. 
 To all those serving on our Mowing Teams this summer. 
 To members of the Property Team for the repair and upkeep work they are doing on the outside of the White House and Garage, 

and the work they have done preparing a place to display the Old Church Bell on our church grounds. 
 To Mona Volden and Ardis Nelson for spearheading the Food Collections, and for all who volunteered and contributed. 
 To the members of the Moving Forward Team for handling arrangements and helping out during our  
      Parking Lot Worship Services, and for putting a plan together so that we might “as safe as possible” return 
      to “in person worship”on Sunday, September 20th. 
 Those who are serving as “worship buddies” and calling members of the congregation who don’t have online access so that they 

can listen via their phones.  If you don’t have a “worship buddy” – but would like one – please contact the church office.  

Sunset Ridge Needs 
The men at Sunset Ridge are in need of Twin Sheets and pillow cases (any color or pattern – new or used). Also, any summer or fall 
men’s clothing is always needed. If you have questions, please contact Mary Iverson. Items can be delivered to Mary’s home, or if  
needed, she will come and pick them up. Please call ahead of time.   

Food Collection 
Thanks to all who contributed food, personal items and/or money, and all who helped volunteer as we partnered with Mt. Olive Lutheran 
Church (a sister church of Holy Trinity) in caring for our brothers and sisters in need in Minneapolis. We will not be having a good collec-
tion in September, but we encourage you to continue to support this ongoing effort financially by making a contribution by check or online 
via our website.    

Church Office  
The church office will continue to be closed to the general public, but we hope to move towards some kind of “reopening” 
later this month.  The state health department guidelines continue to recommend that “staff who are able to work from home 
should work from home.”  Therefore, the staff will continue to work from home, or work individually from their church office, as 
needed.  Please know that if you call the church office, Andrea or Aleah will receive your calls, or you can call either of the 
pastors directly, or you can reach any of the staff via email. 
 
The Covid Preparedness Plan that the Council approved in August calls for the following steps to be taken once the office is 
reopened: 
 
 Limit the number of people in the office to maintain social distancing. 
 The office will remain closed to congregational members “stopping by.” 
 Members wishing to meet/see staff will need to make an appointment before coming to the church. 
 All meetings with visitors will need to be on a centrally accessible calendar to enable other staff to adjust their schedule if 

they wish to avoid being in the office at that time. 
 All will be encouraged to meet in the Fellowship Hall, Gathering Space, or Library instead of the Individual offices to allow 

for further physical distancing. 

Usage of our Buildings by Other Groups 
It is the recommendation of the Moving Forward Team, endorsed by our Church Council,  that we focus on getting “in per-
son” worship, Sunday school, and D-Way functioning before we allow other groups to begin meeting in the building (the one 
exception being AA). 


