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From Pastor Dave…
Who Said Popcorn?

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
331 W. Harrison St.
Annandale, MN 55302
Office Phone: 320-274-8827
Office Fax: 320-274-7283

ELCA

Precious Gifts Preschool:
320-274-9722
Email: info@stjohns-annandale.org
Web site: www.stjohns-annandale.org
Office Hours: Mon.- Fri., 8:00am-3:00pm

Sunday Worship
8:15am—Traditional
9:30am—Education
10:30am—Contemporary

St. John’s Staff
Dave Nelson, Lead Pastor
dnelson@stjohns-annandale.org
Alex Becker, Pastor
abecker@stjohns-annandale.org
Chrystal Fischer, Office Administrator
cfischer@stjohns-annandale.org
Aleah Edwards, Financial Administrator
aedwards@stjohns-annandale.org
Orma Lou Jacobsma, Organist
Georgene Gravdal, Custodian
Robin Jacobson, Precious Gifts Director/Teacher
robin@jacobsonfarm.com
Trisha Woods, Precious Gifts Teacher Assistant
Mark Nelson, Chancel Choir Director
music2Xnelson@gmail.com

Ministry Chairpersons:

Every month has its own causes. October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month, Emotional
Wellness Month, Breast Cancer Awareness Month, National Fire Prevention Month, National
Bullying Prevention Month, Dental Hygiene Month…. You get the idea.
Among these serious October causes are National Go on a Field Trip Month, National Bake and
Decorate Month, National Chili Month, Church Library Month, and the one that really caught my
attention – National Popcorn Poppin’ Month. I love popcorn. There’s hardly a night that I don’t
enjoy a bowl. Our “grand dogs” love popcorn, too. When Katie’s dog Lucy is at our house, around
7:30 or 8:00 in the evening, she comes to me and lets me know that it’s that time. Lately I’ve been
having some fun with her. I say to her, “Oh, does Lucy want some tomatoes?” She tilts her head.
“Do you want some broccoli?” Again, she tilts her head. I continue to ask her if she wants various
foods while she sits and looks at me with bewilderment. But then I say the magic words, “Do you
want some popcorn?” and she goes ballistic. Yes, Lucy likes popcorn as much as I do, and so does
her “dog cousin” Sadie.
So why am I writing about National Popcorn Poppin’ Month? Well, as I looked at October’s many
worthwhile and important causes, I noticed that mixed in with the serious causes were some light
and enjoyable ones. That got me to thinking. So much of what we are about as a community of
faith is important and serious. We are about living into God’s dream for God’s world, passing the
faith on to our children and youth, caring for the sick and the grieving in our midst, walking with
people through difficult times, speaking out for justice, caring for the poor, and welcoming the
stranger. We are about making a difference in this community and in God’s world.
All of these are important tasks, worthy of our time, talents and treasures. But as we focus our
energy on all the serious work before us, we also need to have fun, laugh, celebrate, and enjoy life.
That’s true for us as individuals and as a congregation. Last month’s Unity Sunday was such an
occasion – it was like a bowl of popcorn! It was light and tasty and fun. As a community, we need
to do more of that together. For when we do, we will discover that we have more energy and a
greater desire to do the work to which we are called – to be the Church in God’s world. So who
wants popcorn?
In Christ,
Pastor Dave

Children, Youth & Family
Emily Combs
Outreach:
Worship and Music:
Support and Stewardship:
Tina Honsey
ELCA Missionary:
Terry Jensen

Sunday School Director:
Laura Eastling

Sunday Scripture Readings
October 7—Exodus 19:3-7; 20:1-17 and Matthew 5:17
October
24:1-15 [16-26] and Matthew 4:8-10
July14—Joshua
1 ~
October
July21—2
8 ~Samuel [11:1-5, 26-27]; 12:1-9 and Matthew 21:33-41
October
July28—I
15 ~Kings 3:4-9, (10-15), 6-28 and Matthew 6:9-10
July 22 ~
July 29 ~
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New Member Gathering/New Member Sunday

We will be holding a gathering on November 11 for all people who are
interested in becoming a part of the St. John’s Lutheran congregation. A
light lunch will be served following our 10:30am service for all those wishing
to join our congregation. The meal will be followed by a short orientation to
our congregation and its mission. We will be done by 2:00pm.
New members will then be received as part of our worship services the
following Sunday, November 18.
Please contact the church office if you are interested in being part of the new member gathering on
Sunday, November 11.

Rite Of Confirmation

The following 10th Graders will be confirmed on Sunday, October 28 at 1:00pm:
McKenzie Adams, Caleb Bianchi, Shay Boos, Isaac Hagstrom, Olivia Honsey, Arthur Kjaer, Justin Lampi,
Garrett Lindquist, Jake Mader, Abigail Molldrem, Christopher Munson, Riley Niedzielski, Brianna O’Brien,
Madelyn Wagener, Maxwell Wiles, and Kayla Wold.
Please keep them in your prayers as they prepare for this milestone in their faith journey.

Wednesday Changes/Schedule

As times are changing, schedules become more hectic and families are having to make harder decisions,
we realize the church needs to meet people where they are. With that in mind, we are excited to
announce that we have added a mid-week worship opportunity this year. The service will be every
Wednesday D-Way is meeting, starting at 7:05pm. This service will be for the entire congregation, and
we would hope people who would attend a Sunday service would still join us on Wednesday. We realize
that families are finding it harder and harder to make it to church on Sunday every week. This midweek
worship experience would provide another option for families. Our hope is that this additional worship opportunity will allow for flexibility in families, especially those gone over a weekend. This
service will have components from the previous Sunday, but will be a 40 minute service.

Good News Monthly
St. John’s Lutheran Church Council Meeting

Meditation Area

The Memorial Committee is in the process of investing undesignated Memorial Funds into a
meditation area that we envision will be a place for prayer and reflection for members of St.
John’s and the Annandale community at large. Hopefully you have taken a look at the
beautiful centerpiece, a piece of sculpture created by St. John’s member Jason Eastling.
Seeking to relate it to our church’s name, the sculpture is a depiction of John 3:16, “For God
so loved the world that God gave God’s only begotten Son.” Our next steps will be installing
pavers and benches so the area becomes a welcoming place for anyone who needs a quiet
place to pray. Our dream is eventually to add a prayer labyrinth as well. If anyone would like to make a
donation towards this project, please make your check out to St. John’s, and indicate on the memo line
that you would like it earmarked for the Meditation Area.

Fall Worship Schedule

~ November 2—Remember to “Fall Back” one hour as Traditional Worship—8:15am
we go off Daylight Savings!
Refreshments and Fellowship—9:15am
~ November 4—All Saints Sunday.
Sunday School and Adult Education (JOLT)—9:30am
~ November 4—St. John’s leading Sunday worship at Contemporary Worship—10:30am
the Annandale Care Center.
Refreshments and Fellowship—11:30am
~ November 6—Election Day—please vote!
~ November 11—New Member Gathering
~ November 17/18—SW MN Synod Junior High Youth Gathering in Willmar
~ November 18—New Member Sunday/Stewardship Appeal Sunday
~ November 21—Thanksgiving Eve Worship/Pie Potluck

End: 9:30pm

Topic

Discussion

Faith Talk:

Makena Gunderson

N/A

Pastor Dave

N/A

Scripture &
Prayer
Approval of
Agenda
Secretary’s
Report
Treasurer’s
Report
Executive
Committee
Actions
Deep
Conversation

Pastor Dave’s
Report

Approved

Diane/Mary

Approved.

David/Peggy

Accepted the Revised Sabbatical Policy

David/Peggy

*Sanctuary Painting: The cleaning and painting of the sanctuary will begin on October
8. Volunteers are needed following the second worship service on October 7 to assist
emptying the sanctuary. Worship on Sunday, October 14 and October 21 will be held
in the Fellowship Hall.
*Mt. Hermon: On September 6, Pastors Dave and Pastor Alex, Linda Dircks, Steve
Miller, and Mary Ann Humola met with representatives from Mt. Hermon to discuss
how St. John’s may assist Mt. Hermon during their transitioning of pastors.

Old
Business

SAS Update: Goals and design and printing were discussed in regard to the fall
stewardship program GROW EVEN STRONGER. A motion was passed to spend $1,000
for printing of materials for this program.

Council
Reminders
Adjournment
Announcements

M/S/P

Jason/Derek

*Unity Sunday was a fantastic day! Perhaps a similar event will take place in the
spring.
*The mid-week worship service will begin on Wednesday, September 26 at 7:05pm
following D-Way classes.

New
Business

Action

Approved

Pastor Alex’s
Report

& Prayer

Coming Up

Date: 9/17/18 Start: 7:00pm
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Present: Peggy Bodell, Lonnie Baack, Mary Iverson, Steve Miller Makena Gunderson, Jason Eastling, Linda
Dircks,
Pastor Dave Nelson, and Pastor Alex Becker, David Burd, Matt Honsey, Bill Berry, Diane Barkley, and Derek Groth
Absent: NONE

Sanctuary Face Lift

Yes, our sanctuary will be receiving a much needed face lift this
month – a good cleaning, and a fresh
coat of new paint in new colors. This will begin on October 8th – so we will need
LOTS of hands to move
items out of the sanctuary after our 10:30am service on Sunday, October 7 th. The project is scheduled
to take a couple of weeks, so that means for two Sundays (October 14 and 21) we will be worshiping in
the Fellowship Hall. Nothing will change regarding our Sunday morning schedule except the location of
worship.

Page 11

*Following the recommendation of the Executive Committee the Council voted to approve the request of the CYF Team to add to our 2019 budget a Vacation Bible School
Coordinator stipend/salary of $1,200.
*A motion was approved to purchase a Smart TV and wall bracket for the large CYF
Building room for 5th and 6th Grade D-Way at a cost not to exceed $700.00
Faith Talk in October - Diane Barkley
Offering Duties - SIGN UP, PLEASE!!!
Motion to Adjourn at 9:30pm
Pastor Dave

M/S/P
M/S/P
M/S/P

M/S/P

N/A

M/S/P

David/Peggy

M/S/P

David/Peggy

M/S/P

Peggy/Jason

N/A
M/S/P
Bill/Steve

N/A
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Treasurer’s
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Report
General Fund

Building Fund

August
2018
Monthly
Average
2017

Monthly Expense

General
Fund
Balance
Good
News
Monthly

$30,264.05

$33,949.84

$36,928.73

$38,025.61

$36,443.94

$16,323.74

Precious Gifts
Preschool
Notes:

Monthly Income

Monthly Mortgage

Building Balance

PG Expense

PG Balance

$1,472.98

$8,086.18

$297.00
1.
2.
3.

$9,587.00

$31,446.05

The General Fund had $3,686 more in expenses than income during August, 2018. Year-To-Date 2018, we have a General
Fund deficit of $(18,245.00.) We need to have a strong remaining 4 months in 2018 to reach our budgeted amounts, and even
break-even for 2018. Our General Fund Balance is still a positive $37,000.
We maintain a positive balance, our next mortgage payment will be $9,587.00
Precious Gifts Preschool Fund balance is positive, and declined slightly during August, 2018.

Remember our mission at St. John’s is supported by your talents and generous gifts.
THANK YOU!

Endowment Committee News

Have you included the St. John’s Endowment in your estate plan? If you are not
aware, there are a variety of options available to you. To learn about the many ways
to make a planned gift, please contact the InFaith Community Foundation at
800-365-4172.
Please know that all gifts and memorials given to our Endowment Fund help us to
enhance our mission and outreach as a congregation. We are sincerely grateful for
every gift given to the St. John’s Endowment – no matter the size – whether it’s
through your estate or as a gift in memory or in honor of someone.

Gathered In Christ...Scattered To Serve

On Sunday, September 9, we enjoyed an opportunity to come together and celebrate our first (and I
hope annual) Unity Sunday.
As I drove into the parking lot early that morning, I witnessed a lot of volunteers setting up the bounce
house, the dunk tank and other fun activities. Several volunteers had already set up a large tent full of
tables and chairs. I was signed up to help in the kitchen for food preparation. Again as I walked in, there
were already many more volunteers eager to help.
During that morning and early afternoon, I couldn’t help but reflect on how this amazing church building made this event so successful. The sanctuary was large enough to accommodate both services, the
narthex allowing the different ministries to display their information and activities, the fellowship hall
which easily flowed into outdoor seating, allowing the committee to serve the large group efficiently.
And all of this was possible because of the great enthusiasm and commitment of so many volunteers.
But it was also possible because of the commitment our congregation made to build this church and
continues to financially support this beautiful and wonderful space. You are all a blessing.
Thank you, Thank you, Thank you,
Linda Dircks—Capital Campaign Member

Communion Service At Annandale Care Center

Our monthly service of Holy Communion will be October 5 at 1:30pm. While this worship service is
intended for St. John’s members who are residents at the Care Center and Centennial Villa apartments,
it is open to all residents, family and friends.

In Need Of Prayer

People at St. John’s are ready to pray for and with you --- in times of joy, and in times of need. To activate
this prayer ministry please contact the church office. Only the information you choose to share will be
passed on to the Prayer Ministry participants. Please understand that if you are calling on behalf of
another person, in order to respect the right of privacy, and for the sake of confidentiality, you must have
that individual’s permission before we can activate the prayer ministry and pray for them by name.

Pastoral Visits

Please call the church office and let us know if you desire a pastoral visit – especially if you are going to
be hospitalized. If it is an emergency, feel free to call Pastor Dave at home.

Good News Monthly
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Joyful Jar/Mission Of The Month

Starting on Sunday, October 7 and every Sunday after, we will be
adding a Joyful Jar to the mid-service offering. During the regular
offering for adults we will invite the children to participate fully by
bringing their offering forward and placing it in the Joyful Jar. If you
see a child not going forward, you are encouraged to give them some
change or money to bring forward. This is an opportunity for children
and adults who love them to give generously in support of the Mission
of the Month. Throughout the year, the money from this offering will
go to different ministries and organizations. October’s Mission of the
month is the Angel Fund, which helps pay for student lunches
throughout the Annandale school district.

Pictorial Directory

Lifetouch Studios will be here at church October 2-6 and 10-13 taking pictures for our new pictorial
directory. You can sign up for your picture times now on the main page of our website. We are still
looking for many volunteers to make this possible. If you would like to help, please contact the church
office.

55+ Will Meet On October 16

Reformation ~ German ~ October Fest
Join us for good German food, polka music, and a Reformation movie.
Enjoy grilled bratwurst, Bavarian sauerkraut and Spätzle (sorry, no beer) while Arlene Sands serenades
us with polka music on her accordion. Watch the history of the Reformation unfold as Rick Steves tells
the Martin Luther story. Register today for this exciting time. Bring a salad to share. Free-will offering.

Domestic Violence Awareness Month

October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month. Domestic violence is real – it’s a problem that is
affecting people all around us, even in our churches. We need to do what we can to educate ourselves,
to provide people resources, and to help people get out of violent, abusive situations. “Domestic violence
thrives when we are silent; but if we take a stand and work together, we can end domestic violence.” For
more information, please Google Domestic Violence Awareness Month, or if you yourself are in need,
contact the Domestic Violence Hotline at: 1-866-223-1111.

Sarah Circle—Bible Study

New members are welcome! Sarah Circle meets the third Tuesday of the month at 7:00pm. Join us for
fellowship. Contact Ardis Nelson 274-5339 or Patty Fasching 651-492-2789 for more info and the location of
this month’s meeting. Look for the Sarah Circle schedule in the GNM Newsletter.

Life Groups

Did you hear how fun being a part of a Life Group was during Lent last year? Over 60 people participated
in eight different life groups. It was so well received that we are going to start them up in the fall this
year. So, are you interested in joining a group? Maybe the Guys and Brews group, or the Young Moms,
or the Dinner/Couples group, maybe the Mindfulness group or even the Book Study group? Maybe you'd
like to start a new group with a new topic. Sign up in the Gathering Space for one of the many Life
Groups being offered. They will be kicking off at various times in October. Contact Pastor Alex with
questions.

Coffee & Conversation

In October from 3:00 -4:30 you’ll find Pastor Dave at McDonald’s (all except October 4 &11), looking
forward to conversation with anyone who wants to stop by. You may wish to check with the church office
on Thursdays to see if he is unable to be there because of a funeral or other responsibility. He enjoys visiting about church, life in general, or whatever is on your mind.
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1

We need YOU!

6:00pm
Boy Scouts

October 7 we will be moving many items out of the sanctuary in preparation of the sanctuary facelift. This
will happen right after the second service. If you are able please stay (or come back) to help us get this
project done.

Tuesday

October 2018

2
8:00am
Men’s Bible
Study
10:00am
Women’s Bible
Study
5:00pm
Property Meeting

Property Team

Do you like being outside and getting a little dirty? Are you a handy man/woman? We have quite a few
places we could use help on our property team.
INSIDE: minor repairs and general maintenance
OUTSIDE: mowing lawn, shoveling snow, weeding, tending to flower gardens, etc.

Nursery Attendants

Looking for loving, caring people who would like to help out on an as needed basis in our nursery. This is a
paid position and a lot of fun! Contact the church office for more info. All nursery personnel must be at
least 14 years old. All nursery personnel must be CPR Infant Certified and must provide proof of certification
within eight weeks of beginning work in the nursery. The registration fee will be paid for by St. John’s or if
the nursery attendant shows proof of certification from a previously attended class he/she will be
reimbursed up to $75. Nursery attendants will be required to consent to a background check.

Time & Talent

Thank you to everyone who filled out the Time & Talent surveys. We are always looking for more help. If
you haven’t had a chance to fill one out, they are still in the Gathering Area and on our website.

Contemporary Worship

Do you play an instrument? Piano, guitar, saxophone, violin, cello...TUBA? We would love to have you
join the contemporary worship team. If interested, contact Pastor Alex or stop in on Sunday.

Sound and Slide Projection
We are in need of more volunteers to run the slides and sound for worship. If you have an
interest or know of someone who would be interested, please let Pastor Alex know. No
experience is required; we will teach people how to do both.

Scheduling Events

If you are scheduling an event here at St. John’s or if your Ministry Team changes the date of their
meeting, please be sure to clear it with Chrystal in the office so that we can make sure that we are
not double-scheduling our space. Thanks!

7
8:15am
Traditional Worship
w/Communion
Pastor Appreciation
After 1st Service
9:30am
Sunday School
10:30am
Contemporary
Worship
w/Communion
Move Items Out Of
The Sanctuary

8 Sanctuary Painting

6:00pm
Boy Scouts

6:00pm
Worship & Music
Mtg
7:00pm
Exec. Committee
Mtg

14 Sanctuary Painting
8:15am
Traditional Worship
w/Communion
9:30am
Sunday School
9:30am
JOLT
10:30am
Contemporary
Worship
w/Communion

15 Sanctuary Painting

21 Sanctuary Painting
8:15am
Traditional Worship
9:30am
Sunday School
9:30am
JOLT
10:30am
Contemporary
Worship
Baptism

22

9:30am
Hands For Hope

6:00pm
Boy Scouts
7:00pm
Council Mtg
9:30am
Hands For Hope

9 Sanctuary Painting
8:00am
Men’s Bible
Study
10:00am
Women’s Bible
Study

Wednesday

3
4
12:30pm
9:30am
Staff Meeting
Annandale
5:15pm
Improvement Club
D-Way Dinner
3:00—4:30pm
5:55pm
Pastor Dave NOT
Large Groups
at McDonald’s
6:30pm
6:00pm
Small Groups
Worship Band
7:05pm
Practice
Worship
7:30pm
AA Mtg—Ed Bldg
7:45pm
10th Gr Meeting
2-9pm Pictorial Directory Pictures

October 11 at 9:30am here at St. John’s Church—Cost $9
Special Feature: Annual Fall Fundraiser
Silent Auction: Crafts, Bake Sale, and Garden Produce
Speaker: Joyce Yexley, West Fargo, ND— “Not My Plan...A Mother’s Unexpected Journey”
Call Ardelle for reservations—320-274-8336 or Betsy—320-274-5419

Pictorial
Directory
Pictures
5:00pm

18 Sanctuary Painting
9:00am
Annandale
Christian Women
Board Mtg
10:00am
No D-Way or
Newsletter
Wednesday Worship Deadline
3:00—4:30pm
6:00pm
Pastor Dave at
Choir Practice
McDonald’s
7:30pm
AA Mtg—Ed Bldg 6:00pm
Worship Band

19 Sanctuary Painting

20 Sanctuary Painting
9:00am
Cemetery
Committee
Meeting

23
8:00am
Men’s Bible
Study
10:00am
Women’s Bible
Study

24
10:00am
Staff Meeting
5:15pm
D-Way Dinner
5:55pm
D–Way
Food Gathering
5:30pm
Confirmation Pics
6:00pm
Conf. Practice
6:00pm
Choir Practice
6:30pm
Conf. Banquet

26

27

No Worship

6:00pm
Boy Scouts

10:00am

17 Sanctuary Painting
10:00am
Staff Meeting

7:05pm
Faith Statements
7:30pm

The Creative Expressions—Annandale Christian Women’s Club

6
9:00am
First
Communion
Gathering
11:00am

16 Sanctuary Painting
8:00am
Men’s Bible
Study .
10:00am
Women’s Bible
Study
11:30am
55+ Potluck/
Reformation/
German/Octoberfest

6:00pm
Boy Scouts

29

5
1:30pm
Care Center
Communion
Service

Saturday

13 Sanctuary Painting

Items for the November newsletter are due by October 18.

28
8:15am
Traditional Worship
w/Communion
9:30am
Sunday School
9:30am
JOLT
10:30am
Contemporary
Worship
w/Communion
Baptism
1:00pm
Service of

Friday

10 Sanctuary Painting 11 Sanctuary Painting 12 Sanctuary Painting
10:00am
8:00am
Staff Meeting
Annandale
5:15pm
Christian Women
D-Way Dinner
5:55pm
3:00—4:30pm
Large Groups
Pastor Dave NOT
6:00pm
at McDonald’s
Choir Practice
6:00pm
6:30pm
Worship Band
Small Groups
Practice
7:05pm
Worship
7:30pm
AA Mtg—Ed Bldg
7:45pm
10th Gr Meeting
2-9pm Pictorial Directory Pictures

Newsletter Deadline

Community Events

Thursday

30
8:00am
Men’s Bible
Study
10:00am
Women’s Bible
Study
5:00pm
Property Mtg

31
10:00am
Staff Meeting
3-5pm St. John’s
Participating in
Chamber Trick or
Treating Event
6:00pm
Choir Practice

No D-Way or
Wednesday Worship
7:30pm
AA Mtg—Ed Bldg

25
1:00pm
Writing Group

3:00—4:30pm
Pastor Dave at
McDonald’s
6:00pm
Worship Band
Practice

10:00am
Pictorial
Directory
Pictures
5:00pm

Good News Monthly

Page 5

A Prayer For October

Duane & Linda
Dietz

Roger & Peggy
Beuning

Joyce
Wadman

Faith Pool
Julia Kjaer

Church
Council

A: Jim Framstad
V: Phyllis Framstad

Peggy
Bodell

Charles Seaberg
Jacob Seaberg

Church
Council

A:
V:

LaDonna
Howell

Avery Seagraves
Kaitlyn Lamb

Joyce Wadman

Mary
Iverson

James Segner
Connor Lampi

A:
V:

Mary
Holmgren

Julia Segner
Morgan Marquette

A:
V:

Patty Behrends

Gabrielle Smith
Jamison Marsh

Lori
Fleischacker

A:
V:

Jennifer
Kulm

Clara Wall
Avery Nathe

Kulm Family

A: Jim Hallstrom
V:

Peggy
Bodell

Gavin Wang
Brody Nathe

A: Emily Combs
V: Emily Combs

Bryn Fahey
Avery Potter

A:
V:

A: Jim Hallstrom
V:

O generous Creator God, you outdid yourself with autumn. Thank you for the bright blue sky
and the splendor of colored leaves. Once again we are blessed with a harvest of apples,
squash and pumpkins. Help me not to take your many gifts for granted, and keep me from
grumbling that fall means winter is coming. In fact, keep me from grumbling whenever there is
change, even in your church, O Lord. The seasons of the calendar remind us of the seasons of
our life. Just as bare trees let in light on gray days, may we leave room for your light to shine in
our hearts. In a world that sometimes seems dark with trouble and injustice, help me to reflect
that light wherever I go. I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.
ML

Rostered Ministers Appreciation

October is Rostered Ministers Appreciation Month. On October 7, we will be celebrating Pastor
Dave and Pastor Alex. Please join us that Sunday with a special fellowship time after the first service. We would encourage you to take the opportunity to recognize them and thank them with a
card or a note of appreciation. There will be only one fellowship time that Sunday. Immediately
following the second service, we will be preparing the sanctuary for painting. Please plan to join us.
In Christ,
Your Church Council

A Musical Milestone

A member of St. John’s deserves recognition for her remarkable achievement of fifty
years as a soprano in our Chancel Choir. Bev Sorensen sang in a high school girls’ choir
and has been part of more than one singing group ever since. In college she was a
member of the famed St. Olaf Choir. During the summers between her college years,
she directed a choir in her home congregation, Moland Lutheran Church, located
between Kenyon and Owatonna. After college she sang in and directed choirs at
Augustana Lutheran Church in St. James.
In Minneapolis Bev sang with the Lutheran Brotherhood Singers, which eventually became the
Reformation Singers. In addition to singing at St. John’s, Bev is now a member of the Clearwater
Community Choir, a group that rehearses for six weeks prior to an annual concert.
Beginning in college and lasting until not long ago, Bev had a long career giving voice lessons.
When asked to name some of her favorite choral anthems, Bev said she appreciates arrangements
by F. Melius Christianson, the founder of the St. Olaf Choir. She also treasures Bach cantatas. Many
of us at St. John’s have heard Bev’s solo voice, and we appreciate the discipline and dedication that
have made her a faithful member of our Chancel Choir for a half century. Congratulations on your
musical milestone, Bev. Thank you for using your gift to glorify God.

Congratulations
WELCA Circles:

Ushers
8:30 Service

Lonnie & Pat Baack
Dave & Mary Holmgren
Dan & Sue Nelson

10:00 Service

Harvey Dahl
Sally Mozingo
Krista & Sandy Grossinger
Drew & Donna Jacobson

Altar Guild
Sam
Duret
Tami
Ramstad

Sarah Circle:
Tuesday, October 16, 6:00pm
Hostess: Diane Nelson
Rachel Circle:
Wednesday, October 10, 9:30am
Hostess: Bev Sorensen
Bible Study Leader: Shirley Diskerud
Ruth Circle:
Monday, October 8, 2:00pm
Hostess: Opal Fisher

~ To Skip Dolan and to Ben Greve for being the 2018 inductees to the Cardinal Athletic Foundation Hall
of Fame.
~ Boyd Rassatt, Cam Howard, Carly Hendrickson, Matthew Schueler, and Devon Ramstad for being
nominated to the 2018 Annandale High School Homecoming Court.

Many Thanks

~ To all those who are serving as D-Way guides, pizza servers, Sunday school teachers, helpers,
and as substitutes; and to all parents who are taking an active role in this process—we couldn’t
pass on the faith without you!
~ To all those who have served on our lawn mowing teams this summer. Thanks for all your faith
and hard work, and to Al Gunderson for keeping the lawn mowers working!
~ To Chrystal and Aleah for serving lunch for our Crow River Conference Pastors Gathering here in
September.
~ To all those who were involved in any way making our first annual Unity Sunday a great success!
~ To all those who are singing in this year’s Chancel Choir and to Mark Nelson for once again serving
as our director.
~ Linda Dircks, Jason Eastling, Val Gunderson, Steve Miller, Steve Niklaus, Ken Schumacher, and
Stephanie Rindelaub-Delorie for their work on our new revised Sabbatical/Renewal Policy.
~ Jason and Laura Eastling and their boys for painting the rooms in our CYF Building.

C

CYF Upcoming Events
(Children,Youth, and Family)

First Communion

October 6—First Communion Class for youth and parent(s) from 9-11am
**Here at St. John’s we welcome the baptized to God’s Table. We let parents decide at what
age they would like their children to begin communing, but we hope that all children will have
First Communion instruction no later than by 3rd grade and hopefully much sooner. If you
haven't yet registered your son or daughter for the class and haven't received the
First Communion materials, please do so AS SOON AS POSSIBLE!

D– Way Schedule

October 3—D-Way Classes
October 10—D-Way Classes
October 17—No D-Way
October 24—D-Way Food Collection (5th—8th graders) 9th Graders serve Confirmation
Banquet for our Tenth Grade Confirmands
October 31—No D-Way (Halloween)

Tenth Grade Confirmation Schedule

September 26—DUE DATE for Faith Statements, Confirmation Verses, Information Sheet
Gown Measurements, etc.
October 3—10th graders gather at 7:45pm
October 10—10th graders will gather at 7:45pm in the Fellowship Hall
October 17—No Class (Personal visits with the Pastors)
October 24—Pictures at 5:30pm (Youth are to be present by 5:15pm)
Rehearsal at 6:00pm (We ask that at least one parent be present)
Banquet at 6:30pm for 10th graders and their parents
Sharing of Faith Statements to follow dinner
October 28—Rite of Confirmation/Affirmation of Baptism at 1:00pm

D-Way
Food Collection
On Wednesday, October24, our 5th—8th graders will once again be

conducting a food collection for our local food shelf. I hope, if they stop
at your home, that you will be prepared to give generously! You can
give either non-perishable food items or cash. If they don’t happen to
stop by at your door, simply bring your donation to worship on Sunday,
October 28.

Chamber
Trick or Treat
St. John’s will be participating in the Chamber’s Halloween event in

downtown Annandale from 3—5pm on October 31. Be sure to stop by
the St. John’s table and get some candy!

SW
MN Jr. High Youth Gathering
All 6th-9th graders are encouraged to attend the SW MN Synod Jr. High Youth Gathering in
Willmar, MN November 17-18. You can pick up a registration form in the Gathering Space.
Please return it to the office by October 10 with a $75 check made out to St. John’s. The
remaining amount is paid for by the CYF Scholarship Fund. Friends are always welcome!
Any questions? Contact Pastor Alex.

Precious
Gifts Preschool
There are 12 children enrolled for Precious Gifts Preschool this fall.

We have 5 that are either
3 or newly 4, just learning the ropes, and 7 that are a little more experienced that we will need to
challenge. The class has not been this balanced in many years. We typically have more young
students or most students older. The challenge is to have curriculum appropriate for both. I
usually have the same lesson with different age appropriate activities to reinforce the lesson.
This works well, and the younger students will try to model the older students.
Our first field trip is to the Fall Harvest Orchard at the end of September! There we will
enjoy a corn maze, train ride, animals to pet and feed, and of course, PUMPKINS! We are all looking
forward to learning about fall and harvest.
SAVE THE DATE! We are planning our annual Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser on Sunday,
November 18 form 11:00am—1:30pm. Hope you can join us and you are encouraged to bring a friend
along. This fundraiser is to help students who are unable to afford the school and we are saving for a
Smartboard for the classroom.

JOLT (Joy of Learning Together)

Our Sunday morning Adult Class will continue a series of lessons on the Bible. Each class will
include a brief video and discussion. I hope that you will join us and invite a friend.
October 7—No Class—Pastor Appreciation
October 14—“Testaments” - Rachel Held Evans
What do we do with the Old Testament? For a long time, Rachel was troubled by the
violence, the strange laws, and the treatment of women that she found in the Old Testament. How do
we not only make peace with the Old Testament, but actually find value in it?
Rachel’s suggestions might surprise you.
October 21—“Gospels” - Nadia Bolz-Weber
We know that the four Gospels tell the story of Jesus. But why do they tell different
stories? What does it mean to say the Gospels are “good news”? Nadia peels away our
assumptions about the Gospels and reminds us that Jesus didn’t come to make us feel
comfortable, but rather to upend our ideas about what “good news” really looks like.
October 28—“Genre” - Jose Morales
Poetry, history, songs, letters, prophesies, even dreams—this is the stuff the Bible is made of. So
why do we struggle to make sense of the various genres of biblical literature? Jose
suggests
there’s more to understanding genre than just knowing the difference between a psalm and an epistle.
We have to come to know how to dance with all the rhythms we find in this sacred nightclub.
November 4—“Interpretation” - William Willimon
There are the words on the page and then there are the words behind the words—the history,
the context, the intention of the author. So is it easy to understand the Bible or not? Will gives us the
tools move beyond just reading the Bible to finding ways to make sense of what we find there, from
moving from what the Bible to allowing it to grab us, take hold in our hearts, and truly interpret us.

