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Alex Becker, Pastor             
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Aleah Edwards, Financial Administrator 
 aedwards@stjohns-annandale.org    
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Worship and Music: 
                 
Support and Stewardship: 
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 Sunday School Director: 
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November 2018 

Sunday Scripture Readings 
November 4—All Saints Sunday “Elisha Heals Naaman” 2 Kings 5:1-15a [16-19] and Matthew 8:2-3 
November 11—“Micah” Micah [1:3-5]; 5:2-5a; 6:6-8 and Matthew 9:13 
November 18—“Swords into Plowshares” Isaiah 36:1-3, 13-20; 37:1-7; then 2:1-4 and Matthew 5:14 
November 25—Christ the King Sunday “Jeremiah’s Temple Sermon” Jeremiah 1:4-10; 7:1-11 and 
Matthew 21:12-13 
 

From Pastor Dave… 
 

St. John’s is a generous faith community.  In the past eleven-plus years, I have seen this to be true.  This 
congregation has consistently and faithfully provided the funds needed to support the various ministries  
of our congregation.  More years than not, we have generously given ten percent of our offerings to              
support the important work that we do through our synod and national church.  On top of that, we have 
generously responded to special offerings – for Minnesota Adult and Teen Challenge, Food for the Poor, 
Food for Kidz, Share Your Christmas, the Annandale Food Shelf, or other ministries.  It is obvious that we 
are people committed to Jesus, committed to God’s mission, committed to living out the values of the Gos-
pel, committed to the ministries that help us and others “Experience, Live and Share the love of Jesus 
Christ.” 
Some people within this faith community give considerably more than I ever would have imagined.  It is 
always eye opening and heart-warming, as a pastor, to see people practicing first fruits giving to the work 
of Jesus’ church.  It is always humbling to see the obvious commitment of so many to this faith community 
and its mission. 
When I was a child, I remember bringing my offering to Sunday school every week. Yes, it was money that 
my parents provided, but through that practice, I learned and experienced the joy of giving.   Because I had 
parents who modeled generosity, I remember making the decision to give generously out of each of my 
paychecks to my local congregation when I got my first job.  That practice has continued throughout my 
adult life.  As a pastor, I take seriously my role as one who is called to model generosity.   
Every year I have served among you, Diane and I have joyfully given away approximately $10,000, most of 
that to God’s mission in and through this congregation.  Yes, Diane and I could have spent that money on 
other things, but it is our belief that the most important thing that we can invest in is God’s work in and 
through our faith community.  We know that St. John’s is a lean church that depends on many people                
participating.  We want to do everything we can to help St. John’s “Grow Even Stronger” as a vital and 
thriving community of faith and as a faithful partner in God’s mission.  The potential to “Grow Even 
Stronger” is huge.  Such potential becomes reality when people step forward and participate.   
Just recently, I have seen many examples of members “Experiencing, Living and Sharing the love of Jesus.”  
I have seen our young people encountering Jesus through our vibrant Sunday school and D-Way programs.   
I have seen this congregation’s heart as people gave generously to support ministries that help the poor 
and those affected by natural disasters, and as people have rallied around individuals going through health 
challenges.  Most importantly, we have proclaimed the good news of God in Christ in word and deed.   
I am fortunate enough to hear stories of transformation.  Generous people usually are people who have 
encountered God in some transformational way. 
Your participation matters also.  Your gifts of all sizes make a difference. Your gifts will help us “Grow Even 
Stronger.” I celebrate your generosity.  It is the way of Jesus.  I pray that you will follow Jesus with your 
entire life. 
 

Thank you for being generous.  
 

In Christ, 
 

Pastor Dave 
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Lutheran Marriage Encounter  

                          
Nominating Process 
Our Nominating Committee will soon begin the process of calling forth the gifts of leadership that will 
be needed as we move forward into another year of ministry and mission.   Please keep this very                
important process in your prayers, and if asked to serve, please prayerfully take the time needed to 
consider the call to leadership within our congregation.   If you have any questions regarding the               
process, please contact one of this year’s Nominating Committee members: Gloria Warner, Vicki 
Greene, Dan Berg, Shirley Hillestad, Dave Burd, and Diane Barkley. 

Coming Up 
~ December 1—World AIDS Day 
~ December 2—First Sunday in Advent (Wear blue!) 
~ December 2—Care Center Sunday Worship at 1:30pm 
~ December 12—D-Way Caroling 
~ December 13—Precious Gifts Christmas Program at 7:00pm 
~ December 16—Christmas Fest Worship/Healing Prayers  
~ December 16—Sunday School Christmas Program/Holiday Party 
~ December 23—4th Sunday in Advent—One Worship Service at 10:00am 
~ December 24—Christmas Eve Services—3:00pm, 5:00pm ,and 10:00pm 
~ December 25—Christmas Day Service at 10:00am 
~ December 31—First Sunday of Christmas—Regular Worship Schedule/Healing Prayers 
 
 

                          
New Member Gathering/New Member Sunday 
There will be a gathering on November 11 for all people who are 
interested in becoming a part of the St. John’s Lutheran congregation.  A 
light lunch will be served following our 10:30am service for all those wishing 
to join our congregation.  The meal will be followed by a short orientation to 
our congregation and its mission.  We will be done by 2:00pm. 
New members will then be received as part of our worship services the  
following Sunday, November 18. 
Please contact the church office if you are interested in being part of the new member gathering on  
Sunday, November 11. 

                          
All Saints Sunday 
On Sunday, November 4th, we will gather for worship and remember with gratitude those members of 
St. John’s who have died since last year’s All Saints celebration.  We will also remember our own loved 
ones  who have touched our lives and left their faith prints on us.  And we will be reminded that, by 
God’s grace, we are all numbered among the saints of God – eternally loved and fully forgiven!   There 
will be opportunities, as in years past, to light a candle that day in remembrance of those who have 
meant so much in your own life and faith journey.   

                          
National Caregivers Month 
November is a month set aside to recognize and thank all those people who serve as caregivers to               
parents, spouses, family members, friends, etc.  You all play such an important role – and yet, you are 
often forgotten, as the focus seems to fall on those in need.  Please know that all that you do IS noticed…
you are Christ’s hands and feet for the person you care for, and what you DO makes all the difference in 
the world.   Thanks! 

                          
Election Day 
November 6 is Election Day—Please remember to vote! 
                          
Fall Back 
Please remember to “fall back” one hour the evening of November 3 as we go off Daylight Savings 
Time.  Enjoy the one hour of extra rest—and we will see you in worship! 

                          
Congratulations To The Confirmation Class of 2018 
Congratulations Mckenzie Jo Adams, Caleb Francis Bianchi, Shaylee Ann Boos, Isaac Steven Hagstrom,            
Olivia Marie Honsey, Arthur Marlin Kjaer,  Justin Martin Lampi, Garrett Daniel Lindquist, Jake Edward Mader, 
Abigail Elizabeth Molldrem, Christopher Daniel Munson, Brianna O’Brien, and Kayla Valerie Wold. 
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St. John’s Lutheran Church Council Meeting      Date:  10/15/18  Start: 7:00pm       End: 8:40pm 
Present: Lonnie Baack, Steve Miller, Makena Gunderson, Jason Eastling, Linda Dircks, Pastor Dave Nelson, Bill Berry  
Pastor Alex Becker, David Burd, Peggy Bodell, Diane Barkley         Absent:  Matt Honsey, Derek Groth, Mary Iverson             

Topic Discussion Action 
Faith Talk: Diane Barkley N/A 

Scripture & 
Prayer Pastor Dave N/A 

Approval of  
Agenda Approved M/S/P 

Peggy/Lonnie 

Secretary’s 
Report Approved M/S/P 

Steve/Lonnie 

Treasurer’s 
Report Approved.   M/S/P 

Bill/Peggy 

Executive  
Committee 
Actions 

A motion was approved that we continue with Portico’s gold plus plan and its                 
equivalent for 2019 for Pastor Dave and Pastor Alex. 

M/S/P 
David/Diane 

 
 
 
Pastor Dave’s  
Report 
 
 

*Pastor Dave expressed his gratitude and joy for the wonderful Pastor Appreciation             
Sunday. 
*The new schedule for D-Way on Wednesday evening is going well.  We have a great 
number of students enrolled and a very comfortable number of guides this year-the  only 
problem is we are running out of room for everyone!  It’s a good problem to have. 
*The new opportunity for Wednesday night worship has gone well with attendance over 
100 both Wednesdays. 
*Two events are held in November that we may want to capitalize on-Give To The Max 
on November 15 and /or Giving Tuesday on November 27. 
*New Member Gathering-November 11 and Reception of New Members-November 18.   

N/A 
 

 
Pastor Alex’s  
Report 
 
 

*Pastor Alex expressed his appreciation for the card and gift presented to him on                
Pastor Appreciation Sunday.  He is grateful to be part of the ministry here at St. John’s 
and his family loves St. John’s and Annandale. 
*Hospitality: We received a $5,000 anonymous donation for the Hospitality Team.  We 
learned that through the Mission Investment Fund of the ELCA, someone can come and 
give a free consultation in regards to a vision plan/input for updating and remodeling 
spaces.  This will be an excellent resource for our plans to update the Gathering Area.  
*CYF: Working to plan 3-4 events a year for each age group: K-5, 6-8, and 9-12.  Some 
age groups may overlap and some may be family events. 
*D-Way + Wednesday Nights: Wednesday nights are very busy at church—numbers are 
great for both D-Way and worship. It is very exciting! We are hoping to add/include 
different worship experiences and styles. 
*Junior High Youth Gathering: We have 19 youth and 3 adults signed up to go to the 
gathering in Willmar on November 17-19.  The Youth Band, Gabbie, and I will lead            
music for the weekend.  

N/A 

Old 
Business 

*Sanctuary Painting:  The project is moving right along, and we are managing the              
chaos.  It’s looking great and will be worth the temporary inconvenience.  Help will be 
needed to put items back in the sanctuary.  Be on the lookout for an email regarding 
that. 
*Stewardship for All Seasons: Kick off is Sunday, October 28: “Grow Even Stronger” and 
Appeal Sunday Is on Sunday, November 18. 
*Pictorial Directory: Thanks to all who had their pictures taken for our new pictorial            
directory.  If you didn’t have your picture taken, please check with Chrystal to find out if 
you can still submit a picture.  We would love to have the directory as complete as           
possible.  

N/A 

New  
Business 

*The Nominating Committee will soon begin the work of calling forth new leaders for 
Church Council in 2019. 
*A motion was passed to add David Burd and Diane Barkley to the Nominating                   
Committee. 

M/S/P 
Lonnie/Bill 

 

Council  
Reminders 

Faith Talk in November - David Burd 
Offering Duties - SIGN UP, PLEASE!!! N/A 

Adjournment Motion to Adjourn at 8:40pm M/S/P 
Lonnie/Jason 

Announcements  
& Prayer Pastor Dave  N/A 
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Treasurer’s 

Report 
 Monthly Income Monthly Expense General Fund Balance  

 

General Fund 
 

September  
2018 

$33,246.59 $35,391.13 $34,784.19  

 
Monthly 
Average 

2017  
$38,025.61 $36,443.94   

Building Fund    Monthly Mortgage Building Balance  

  $9,027.00 $19,207.61 $21,265.44  

Precious Gifts 
Preschool    

 PG Expense PG Balance 
 

  $3,500.00 $1,944.94 $9,641.24  

Notes: 
 

1.      The General Fund had $2,145 more in expenses than income during September, 2018.  Year-To-Date 2018, we have a General 
Fund deficit of $(20,390.00.)  We need to have a strong remaining 3 months in 2018 to reach our budgeted amounts, and even 
break-even for 2018.  Our General Fund Balance is still a positive $34,800. 

2. We maintain a positive balance, our next mortgage payment will be $9,587.00 
3. Precious Gifts Preschool Fund balance is positive, and increased during September, 2018.  

 
Remember our mission at St. John’s is supported by your talents and generous gifts.  

THANK YOU!  
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Communion Service At Annandale Care Center 
Our monthly service of Holy Communion will be November 2 at 1:30pm.  While this worship service is             
intended for St. John’s members who are residents at the Care Center and Centennial Villa apartments, 
it is open to all residents, family and friends.  St. John’s will also be leading worship at the Care Center 
on Sunday, November 4, also at 1:30pm. 

In Need Of Prayer 
People at St. John’s are ready to pray for and with you --- in times of joy, and in times of need.  To activate 
this prayer ministry please contact the church office.  Only the information you choose to share will be 
passed on to the Prayer Ministry participants.  Please understand that if you are calling on behalf of            
another person, in order to respect the right of privacy, and for the sake of confidentiality, you must have     
that individual’s permission before we can activate the prayer ministry and pray for them by name.   

Pastoral Visits 
Please call the church office and let us know if you desire a pastoral visit – especially if you are going to 
be hospitalized.  If it is an emergency, feel free to call Pastor Dave at home.    

Endowment Committee News 
Have you included the St. John’s Endowment in your estate plan? There is a variety 
of options available to you. To learn about the many ways to make a planned gift, 
please contact the InFaith Community Foundation at 800-365-4172 (where our      
St. John’s Endowment is held) and they would be happy to explain them to you. 
 

Gifts and memorials given to our Endowment Fund help us to enhance our mission 
and outreach as a congregation. Please know that we are grateful for each and        
every gift given to the St. John’s Endowment – no matter the size – whether it’s 
through your estate or as a gift in memory or in honor of someone.  Such gifts allow 
us to support worthwhile ministries within and beyond our congregation. 
 

BY THE WAY…IT IS THAT TIME OF THE YEAR AGAIN.  It is time to give some money away. Members of St. 
John’s are encouraged to participate by filling out an Endowment Grant Application.  Grant                      
applications are available at the Welcome Desk.  What are the Grant applications for?  Well, do you know 
of a ministry, either within or outside our congregation, that could use a little financial boost – a                    
ministry that is consistent with our mission to “experience, live and share the love of Jesus Christ”?  The                             
Endowment Team invites you to fill out an application and return it to the church office by Sunday,                          
December 2nd.  The Endowment Team will then meet to award grants, so that those grants can be             
approved by the Church Council at their December meeting. 

St. John’s Cemetery Committee 
On All Saints Day we honor the memory of all the saints who have passed on.  Similarly on Veteran’s 
Day, we recognize the sacrifices of veterans who have served our country.  The Cemetery Committee 
has a part in these efforts through the work that is done to keep St. John’s Cemetery well tended.  Your 
donations to this effort are much appreciated.  Envelopes are at the Welcome Center and may be given 
to the church office or dropped in the box outside the church office.  
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Coffee & Conversation 
In November from 3:00-4:30pm you’ll find Pastor Dave at McDonald’s on the first three Thursdays -
November 1, 8, and 15. He is looking forward to conversation with anyone who wants to stop by.  You             
may wish to check with the church office on  Thursdays to see if he is unable to be there because of a              
funeral or other responsibility.  He enjoys visiting about church, life in general, or whatever is on your mind.   

55+ is going to see Amahl and the Night Visitors—November 18 
Join us as we carpool to the Abbey for a 2pm matinee of Amahl and the Night Visitors.  Tickets for             
seniors are $19. Pre-registration at the church is required.  Depending upon how many pre-register, we 
will try to get a group rate. Registration deadline is November 4. 
See and hear the story of Christmas in a whole new way. Amahl and Night Visitors is a one-act opera 
performed in English with 23, awe-inspiring, life-sized puppets.  Commissioned by Queen Elizabeth II and 
created by the Little Angel Puppet Theatre of London, England, the puppets add intrigue and dimension 
to this simple, yet powerful story of the Three Magi who stop for a night on their journey to Bethlehem 
and meet a special young boy named Amahl. 
 

                         
Wednesday Changes/Schedule  
As times are changing, schedules become more hectic and families are having to make harder decisions, 
we realize the church needs to meet people where they are.
announce that we
Wednesday
we would hope people who would attend a Sunday service would still join us
that families are finding it harder and harder to make it to church on Sunday every week. This midweek 
worship experience would provide another option for families.
al worship

Wednesday D-Way and Worship Schedule 
November 7—D-Way Classes and Wednesday Worship 
November 14—D-Way Classes and Wednesday Worship 
November 21—No D-Way Classes/Thanksgiving Eve Worship at 7:05pm 
November 28—D-Way Classes and Wednesday Worship 

                          
Thanksgiving Eve Worship/Pie Potluck 
We will gather at 7:05pm for a service of thanksgiving on Wednesday  
evening, November21—as we pause to give thanks to God for the abundance of the gifts and blessings that 
God has poured out upon us.  Following our worship, our Chancel Choir will once again sponsor and serve a 
pie potluck.  All are welcome.  

Mary Schultz 90th Birthday  
Save the Date: 
November 11, 2018—1 to 4pm 
Open House Birthday Party For Mary Schultz 
Mary has agreed to allow her family to host an open house birthday 
party for her.  Mary has been a member of St. John’s for over 60 years.  
Please join us in celebrating her 90th Birthday. We will be in the          
Fellowship Hall at St. John’s. No gifts please, but cards are welcome. 

Share Your Christmas  
The Share Your Christmas tree with gift tags will be in the Gathering Area on November 20.  Choose one 
or more gift tags and get your shopping done early.  Gifts need to be wrapped with the tag taped to the 
outside and placed under the tree by Wednesday, December 12.  If you have any questions see Joyce 
Wadman or Diane Barkley. 

Joyful Jar/Mission Of The Month 
During the regular offering for adults we invite the children to participate by bringing their offering               
forward and placing it in the Joyful Jar.  If you see a child not going forward, you are encouraged to give 
them some change or money to bring forward.  This is an opportunity for children and adults who love 
them to give generously in support of the Mission of the Month.  Throughout the year, the money from 
this offering will go to various ministries and organizations.  November’s Mission of the Month is Share 
Your Christmas.   Through the Joyful Jar $325 was rasied for the October Mission of the Month: Angel 
Fund. 

Holiday Fair—Saturday, December 1, 9:00am-1:00pm 
In order to have a successful fair we need a lot of help!  We’ll need baked goods, crafts, collectibles,   
second hand treasures in good condition, and help in any way you can.  Signup sheets will be up!               
Snowbirds can drop off items early.  Contact Cassie Egerer 236-5888 or Donna Jacobson 261-5211,      
Annandale landline. 
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                                            A Prayer For November 
                                              God of all of human life, 

God of the beginnings of life, 
 and of the endings, and of every day we live between, 

I’m thinking today especially of those whose last days on earth have passed. 
“For all the saints who from their labors rest” 

 

Thank you for our mothers and for our fathers.  Thank you for our children who have died too soon.  
Thank you for our partners – for our husbands and for our wives. Thank you for all those whose death 
has left us with an emptiness that is as deep and as wide as the human love we shared.  I don’t know        
exactly where you are keeping all of our precious family, God, but I do believe that each one is now in 
your eternal presence and is a precious part of your eternal creation. Thank you for caring for us while 

we are on this earth – and for continuing to care for us when we leave to go home. Amen. 
 

O blest communion, fellowship divine,  
We feebly struggle, they in glory shine; 

Yet all are one in Thee, for all are Thine.  Alleluia! 
 

Sound and Slide Projection 
We are in need of more volunteers to run the slides and sound for worship.  If you have an interest or 
know of someone who would be interested, please let Pastor Alex know.  No experience is required;    
we will teach people how to do both.  

 
Thankful Hearts—Annandale Christian Women’s Club 
November 8 at 9:30am here at St. John’s Church—Cost $9 
Special Feature:  “What is the Dulcimer?” 
Music:  Joy Berg, Annandale, MN  
Speaker: Kathleen Bishop, Lodi, WI, — “Matters of the Heart” 
Call Ardelle for reservations—320-274-8336 or Betsy—320-274-5419 

Scheduling Events  
If you are scheduling an event here at St. John’s or if your Ministry Team changes the date of their 
meeting, please be sure to clear it with Chrystal in the office so that we can make sure that we are not 
double-scheduling our space.  Thanks! 
 

Newsletter Deadline 
Items for the December newsletter are due by November 15. 
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Community Events 

Contemporary Worship 
Do you play an instrument? Piano, guitar, saxophone, violin, cello...TUBA?  We would love to have you                 
join the contemporary worship team.  If interested, contact Pastor Alex or stop in on Sunday. 

Time & Talent 
Thank you to everyone who filled out the Time & Talent surveys.  We are always looking for more help. 
If you haven’t had a chance to fill one out, they are still in the Gathering Area and on our website.   

Village Ranch For Girls—Annandale 
They are in need of winter boots, tennis shoes, jackets, jeans, sweaters and sweatshirts of ALL sizes.  
They are girls ages 12-18 and have very little.  They can store summer clothing if you have any to donate. 
but no tank tops or low necklines. 
 
Sunset Ridge Donations 
The men at Sunset Ridge are in need of shirts, jackets, winter boots, jeans, etc.  ALL sizes. 
 

Please contact Mary Iverson if you have donations for either group home at 320-274-5792. 
 

November 2018 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 
9:30am  
Annandale 
Improvement Club 
3:00—4:30pm 
Pastor Dave at 
McDonald’s 
6:00pm 
Worship Band  
Practice 

2 
1:30pm 
Care Center  
Communion 
Service 

3 
Daylight Savings  
“Fall Back 1hr” 
Before Going To Sleep 

4  All Saints Sunday 
8:15am  
Traditional Worship 
w/Communion 
9:30am  
Sunday School  
10:30am  
Contemporary 
Worship 
w/Communion  
1:30am  
Annandale Care 
Center Worship 

5   
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00pm 
Boy Scouts 

6  Election Day! 
8:00am  
Men’s Bible 
Study 
10:00am  
Women’s Bible  
Study 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7   
12:30pm  
Staff Meeting 
5:15pm  
D-Way Dinner 
5:55pm  
Large Groups 
6:00pm  
Choir Practice 
6:30pm  
Small Groups 
7:05pm  
Worship 
7:30pm  
AA Mtg—Ed Bldg 

8   
8:00am  
Annandale 
Christian Women 
 
3:00—4:30pm 
Pastor Dave at 
McDonald’s 
6:00pm 
Worship Band  
Practice 
 
 

9  
 
 
 
 

10  

11  
8:15am  
Traditional Worship 
9:30am  
Sunday School  
9:30am  
JOLT 
10:30am  
Contemporary 
Worship 
11:30am  
New Member  
Gathering 
1-4:00pm  
Birthday Open House 
For Mary Schultz 
1:30-5:30pm  
Synod Band Practice 
 

12  
 
9:30am  
Hands For Hope 
 
 
1:30-3:00pm 
SAS Meeting at  
St. John’s 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00pm 
Boy Scouts 
 

13  
8:00am  
Men’s Bible 
Study . 
10:00am  
Women’s Bible  
Study 
 
 
6:00pm  
Worship & Music 
Mtg 
7:00pm  
Exec. Committee 
Mtg 
 

14  
10:00am  
Staff Meeting 
5:15pm  
D-Way Dinner 
5:55pm  
Large Groups 
6:00pm  
Choir Practice 
6:30pm  
Small Groups 
7:05pm  
Worship 
7:30pm  
AA Mtg—Ed Bldg 

15   
9:00am  
Ministerial Mtg 
9:00am  
Annandale  
Christian Women 
Board Mtg 
10:00am  
Newsletter  
Deadline 
3:00—4:30pm 
Pastor Dave at  
McDonald’s 
6:00pm 
Worship Band  
Practice 
6:30pm 
Holiday Fair Mtg 
Practice 

16  
 
 
 

17  
SW MN Synod   
Junior High 
Youth Gathering 
in Willmar 

18  Grow Even   
     Stronger Sunday! 
8:15am  
Traditional Worship 
w/Communion 
New Member Reception 
9:30am  
Sunday School  
9:30am  
JOLT 
10:30am  
Contemporary 
Worship 
w/Communion 
New Member Reception 
11:30am  
Precious Gifts  
Spaghetti Dinner 
SW MN Synod   
Junior High Youth 
Gathering in Willmar 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00pm 
Boy Scouts 
 
7:00pm  
Council Mtg 

20 
8:00am  
Men’s Bible  
Study 
10:00am  
Women’s Bible  
Study 
 
 
 
 
 

21 
10:00am  
Staff Meeting 
 

 
 
 
 
No D-Way 
 
6:00pm  
Choir Practice 
 
7:05pm  
Thanksgiving Eve 
Worship                                
w/pie potluck to fol-
low worship 
 
7:30pm  
AA Mtg—Ed Bldg 
 

22 
Happy  

Thanksgiving 
Day! 

23   
 

 

24 
 
Small Business  
Saturday 
 
5:00pm               
Annandale Tree 
Lighting 

25 
8:15am  
Traditional Worship 
w/Communion 
9:30am  
Sunday School  
9:30am  
JOLT 
10:30am  
Contemporary 
Worship 
w/Communion 
 
5:30pm  
Cub Scouts-Den 4 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00pm 
Boy Scouts 
 
 
 
 
  

27 
8:00am  
Men’s Bible  
Study 
10:00am  
Women’s Bible  
Study 
 
 
5:00pm 
Property Mtg 
 
Giving Tuesday! 
 

28 
10:00am  
Staff Meeting 
5:15pm  
D-Way Dinner 
5:55pm  
Large Groups 
6:00pm  
Choir Practice 
6:30pm  
Small Groups 
7:05pm  
Worship 
7:30pm  
AA Mtg—Ed Bldg 

29 
 
 
 
Pastor Dave NOT 
at McDonald’s 
 
6:00pm 
Worship Band  
Practice 

30  



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Diane Bar-
kley 

Avery Seagraves 

Izzie Nelson 

Roger & Peg 

Beuning 

A: 
V: Esther Hanlon 

 

 

  
Mary Iver-

son 

Brandon Cooper 

Jack Nilson 
Joyce Dahl 

A: Emily Combs 

V: Emily Combs 

 

 

Ken & Debbie 

Schumacher 

Emily 
Combs 

Tommy Halverson 

Jaida Thompson 
  

A: 
V: 

 

 

  
Peggy 
Bodell 

Brock Hartman 

Ava Townsend 
  

A: 
V: 

 

 

Harold & Pat 
Sanderson 

Ardis 

Nelson 

Austin Berry 

Nathan Klatt 
  

A: Mike Miller 

V: 

 

 

  
Mary 

Iverson 

Emma McGinnis 

Aundreya Birr 
  

A: 
V: 

 

 
    

Elora Davidson 

Weston Miller 
  

A: 
V: 

 

 

Ron & Linda 

Dircks 

Sue 

Nelson 

Isabella O’Brien 

Connor Lampi 
Dan & Sue  

Nelson 

A: 
V: 

 

 

  
Peggy 

Bodell 
Elise Olson 

Brandon Farris 
  

A: 
V: 

           

 

WELCA Circles: 
 
 

Sarah Circle:    
Tuesday, November 20, 6:00pm 
Hostess: Ardis Nelson 

Rachel Circle:   
 Wednesday, November 14, 9:30am 

Hostess: Shirley Schmidt 
Bible Study Leader: Bev Sorensen 

Ruth Circle:  
 Monday, November 12, 2:00pm 
 Hostess: Mary Iverson 
 * Please let Mary know if you cannot attend. 

   
  

 

Altar Guild 
 

Krista 
Grossinger 

 

Donna               
Jacobson 

 

 

Ushers 
 

8:15 Service 
Myron & Laurie Morris 
Steve & Sandy Niklaus 
Gary & Beryl Geisinger 

 

10:30 Service 
J, Angie, Eva, Anna McClelland 

Drew & Donna Jacobson 
 

     ~ To those who organized and served the lunch when we hosted the Minnesota Adult and Teen  
        Challenge Choir, to those who brought food to share, and all who shared a meal with our guests. 
     ~ To the Council for organizing our Clergy Appreciation Day. 
     ~ To all who helped move things out of the sanctuary to prepare it for its facelift. 
     ~ To all who had their pictures taken for our new pictorial directory, and to those who served as hosts  
        on each of the photo days, and a special thank you to Chrystal for making all the arrangements.  
     ~ To all who helped set up the Fellowship Hall for worship while the sanctuary was being painted  
         and for everyone’s patience during that time of chaos. 
     ~ To Lee Peterson for providing us with a sound system for the Fellowship Hall. 
     ~ For all who helped return items in to the sanctuary. 
     ~ To our ninth grade D-Way class and guides under the leadership of Nathan Woodford and Erin  
        Lappen in serving this year’s confirmation banquet for our 10th graders. 
     ~ To our tenth graders for sharing their Faith Statements. 
     ~ To our 5th-8th grade D-Way youth and guides for collecting food for our local food shelf, and to all  
        the adults who served as drivers. 
     ~ To the Nominating Team as they begin the process of calling forth the gifts of leadership within our  
        congregation. 
     ~ To all who live out their baptismal callings in the education field—especially as we observe  
         American Education Week in November.  
     ~ To our Support and Stewardship Team for all their work in planning this year’s stewardship   
        Emphasis. 
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Good News Monthly 

Many Thanks 
“I want to thank you for the wonderful Pastor Appreciation Sunday last month, and for the generous gift of 
money.  It was a great morning!   Thanks, Dave Burd, for your kind and affirming words at both worship                 
services, and to Linda Dircks and all the rest of the Council members who prepared and served the special     
refreshments (especially the gluten free ones I could eat) in between our worship services.  I was very 
touched by the kind words of so many.  It is a joy and privilege to serve with and among you all!                           
–  Pastor Dave” 
 

“Thank you so very much for the card and gift.  I certainly felt loved and appreciated.  I am very grateful to be 
a part of the ministry here at St. John’s and thankful for each of you and your partnership in ministry.  My 
family loves St. John’s and Annandale and could not imagine calling any other place home.  – Pastor Alex” 
 

“What love I felt when recognized for 10 years of running the preschool…!  Thank you for that and the                 
generous gift!  It has been quite the journey and I appreciate that you see my passion for the school and  the 
children.  The journey has been an honor and I believe I have been lovingly guided.  I have worked hard to  
listen and be aware of God’s mission in our corner of Annandale and St. John’s.  Fondly, Robin Jacobson” 
 

“Thank you for hosting the Rev. Robert Lee Berger as guest speaker at St. John’s Lutheran Church.  The               
compassion and generosity of the congregation will make a difference in the lives of the destitute poor, and 
help provide tools needed to break the chains of generational poverty.  May God continue to bless…all at           
St. John’s Lutheran Church.  Thank you again.  In Christ, a servant of the Poor, Jayne” (from Food for the Poor)  
 

“I just wanted to follow-up and say thank you sincerely from Minnesota Adult and Teen Challenge and the 
men and women who were there on September 30.  We appreciate the opportunity to come share what is          
happening in our ministry and the testimonies of the men and women in the program.  Your church                     
welcomed us into your community and made us feel at home.  Communities such as yours make our ministry 
a success.  Thank you for supporting us.  Thanks again to your volunteers who put on the lunch – it was great!  
God bless you.  Sarah Gustafson” 

Howard, The Coffee Guy 
If you’ve had a cup of coffee at St. John’s in the last twenty years, there’s a good chance it was made by 
Howard Rotsolk, who also offered to refill your cup while you enjoyed visiting with church friends.            
Howard first started helping with Sunday morning coffee in the former church building and then assumed 
the duties in the present building, which was completed in 2001.  He’s been missing from coffee duty in 
recent weeks because of back problems requiring surgery, but he doesn’t want to give up the 
job completely.  It seems like everyone in Annandale knows Howard. Whether he is at St. 
John’s , the Marketplace or somewhere else around town, we wish the best for him and thank 
him for all the years that he has made sure that the coffee is ready. 

and… 



CYF Upcoming Events 
(Children, Youth, and Family) 

Welcome To The Table 
Here at St. John’s we welcome the baptized to God’s Table.  We welcome the following                  
young people to the Lord’s Table: Abigail Frahm, Lillian Frahm, Damian Marsh, Olin Lampi,    
Blake Jensen, and Teagan Sykora. 
 

D– Way Schedule 
November 7—D-Way Classes and Wednesday Worship 
November 14—D-Way Classes and Wednesday Worship 
November 21—No D-Way Classes / Thanksgiving Eve Worship at 7:05pm  
November 28—D-Way Classes and Wednesday Worship 

Family Christmas Event 
On December 16 the Sunday School kids will be singing at both services.  Then come back to church 
at 3:00pm for a family Christmas afternoon.  Sunday School kids will sing a few more songs, and a            
Christmas movie called “The Star” will be shown.  Kids can join in on the cooking, decorating, crafts 
and enjoy some popcorn.  Parents or guardians must accompany children.  Don’t miss out on this           
afternoon of fun! 

SW MN Jr. High Youth Gathering 
All 6th-9th graders are encouraged to attend the SW MN Synod Jr. High Youth Gathering in 
Willmar, MN November 17-18.  You can pick up a registration form in the Gathering Space.  
Friends are always welcome!  Any questions?  Contact Pastor Alex. 
 

Upcoming Events/Games 
Do you have any games, events or other happenings that 
you’d like to see Pastor Alex attend?  Send him your      
sports schedule, or the date of your events and he will 
try to attend. 

Precious Gifts Pebbles 
The kids welcomed fall with a trip to Fall Harvest Orchard in Montrose where they enjoyed a 
wagon ride, all kinds of farm animals, a train ride through the orchard, hay climbing and corn 
maze.  It was a beautiful day to experience fall at its finest. 
The class will be packing boxes for OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD November 12th .  This is 
a great event for the children to learn everyone is not like us  and that God asks us to be His 
hand in helping others.  We have our spaghetti dinner fundraiser with salad, desert, coffee and 
juice coming up in November.  This event includes a free will offering to help with upgrading 
outdated learning supplies and help families  in need with school tuition. 
 SPAGHETTI DINNER FUNDRAISER 
 Sun. Nov. 18th 11:00am-1:30pm 
 Fellowship Hall of St John’s 
We are now working on our program to celebrate Jesus’ birth.  The celebration will be             
Thursday, December 13 at 7:00pm.  All are invited to see the greatest gift through the                
children’s interpretation.  Always a highlight of the year!  Precious Gifts is alive with the love 
and care of God.  We are teaching the children to be stewards of Jesus’ teaching example.  
Amen. 
 

 
 
 

JOLT (Joy of Learning Together) 
In November, our Sunday morning Adult Class will complete a series of lessons on the  Bible.   
Each class is a stand-alone subject and includes a brief video and discussion.  We hope that 
you will join us and invite a friend to join us.    
November 4 – “Interpretation” – William Willimon  
     There are the words on the page and then there are the words behind the words – the            
history, the context, the intention of the author.  So is it easy to understand the Bible or not?  Will 
gives us the tools to move beyond just reading the Bible to finding ways to make sense of what we 
find there, from moving from what the Bible says to allowing it to grab us, take hold in our hearts, and 
truly interpret us. 
November 11 – “Grace” – Jay Bakker 
      How do you love a book that’s caused you nothing but pain?  Jay Bakker will take us through his 
journey from hardline fundamentalist kid to faithless rebel young man to grace-filled pastor.  Jay offers 
a new vision of the Bible for all those who have been hurt by well-meaning Christians, who have        
suffered at the hands of those who use the Bible to wound, who have doubted that there’s anything 
worth reading in a book that has brought about so much struggle. 
November 18 & 25 – Healing Oils Of The Bible 
Join us to discover the use of essential oils in scripture and talk about their modern-day   ap-
plications.  We’ll talk about the infinite care and detail to which the Creator has gone to pro-
vide the medicines we need to heal and maintain our health.  Using the Bible, we’ll examine 
the scriptural oils first hand.   
 


