
 

Business Tagline or Motto  

 

   

Non-profit Org. 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Annandale, MN 

Permit No. 1 331 W Harrison St, Annandale, MN  55302 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH ELCA 
331 West Harrison St. 
Annandale, MN 55302 
Office Phone: 320-274-8827 
Office Fax: 320-274-7283 
 

Email: info@stjohns-annandale.org  
 

Website: www.stjohns-annandale.org 
  

 
 
Live Worship Every Sunday 

at 8:30am  
https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsannandale  
 

In Person Worship Sunday  
at 9:00am  

Visit Us Online to Sign-Up 

St. John’s Staff 
 

Dave Nelson, Lead Pastor  

 dnelson@stjohns-annandale.org  

Alex Becker, Pastor  

 abecker@stjohns-annandale.org  

Andrea Beckman Office Administrator  

 andrea@stjohns-annandale.org  

Aleah Edwards, Financial Administrator  

 aedwards@stjohns-annandale.org  

Jolene Davidson - CYF Coordinator  

 Jdavidson@stjohns-annandale.org  

Emily Combs - CYF Coordinator  

 ecombs@stjohns-annandale.org  

Orma Lou Jacobsma, Organist  

Becky Unger, Pianist  

Georgene Gravdal, Custodian  

Mark Nelson, Chancel Choir Director   

Sunday School Director: 
Emily Combs  

November 2020 

 
A Message from Pastor Dave… 
 
 

Gratefulness in a Time of Covid 
 

2020 has been a challenging year for all of us – but a lot more challenging for some, than for others.  
For many of us it’s just been a year of inconvenience, but for others it’s been a year of physical illness, 
economic stress, and even death. 
 
How does one express one’s gratitude in the midst of a pandemic?  How does one celebrate Thanks-
giving when one is unable to gather with family?  How is one able to “count one’s blessings” when the 
world seems so chaotic and full of uncertainty? 
 
This is new territory for most of us.   Most of us have never gone through anything like what this pan-
demic has been putting us through these past eight months.   And yet, sometimes when circumstances 
deny us something, we come to appreciate that which we had tended to take for granted.   
 
Times of grief are similar.   When a loved one dies, you suddenly find yourself missing all those things 
about that person that you so often took for granted.   You miss their smile, the corny things they would 
always say, the sound of their voice when they answered the phone, the touch of their hand, etc.    
 
In the same way, this pandemic has given us a new appreciation for the little things that we once took 
for granted – time with extended family, the warmth of a hug, holding a newborn grandchild, the excite-
ment of a full stadium or a full concert hall, the joy of shaking another hand or giving or receiving a hug, 
gathering with friends, singing out loud in worship, the joy of a full sanctuary, going to a movie, etc.  For 
all those things, which we once took for granted, we give thanks, O Lord. 
 
But we also give thanks for all those things that we can still do: like, giving a friend a call, sending a 
note, gathering with family via Zoom, caring for our neighbor by wearing a mask and practicing physical 
distancing, praying, singing in our own home or outside, worshiping online, hugging those who we do 
share space with, etc.  For all these things, and so much more, we give thanks, O Lord. 
 
In addition, this year we pause to give thanks for our health, for all those who serve as health care work-
ers, for those working on a vaccine, for teachers who are going the extra mile to teach our kids under 
stressful conditions, for first responders, for those essential workers that stock the shelves and deliver 
packages, for those making important decisions to protect our safety, and so many more.  For each, 
and for all, we give thanks, O Lord. 
 
And even if this past year we have had to say good-bye to a family member or friend – be it from Covid-
19 or another cause – we do so giving thanks for the promise of the resurrection, and for the promise 
that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love.  For the God who holds us and those who have 
gone before us in love and grace, we give thanks! 
 
Yes, even in a Covid year there is plenty to be thankful for.    
 
May you all enjoy a blessed and safe Thanksgiving! 
   
Your Servant in Christ, 
Pastor Dave 

https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsannandale
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Sunday Scripture Readings 
November 1 – All Saints’ Sunday   1 Kings 17:1-16 (17-24) 
November 8 – Jonah 1:1-17; 3:1-10 [4:1-11] 
November 15 – Isaiah 6:1-8 
November 22 – Reign of Christ Sunday - Jeremiah 36:1-8, 21-23, 27-28; and 31:31-34 
November 29 – First Sunday in Advent - Daniel 6:6–27 

Online Sunday Worship   
Each Sunday you are encouraged to join us for worship at 8:30 on Facebook Premier. You will be able to say “hello” to others in real 
time using the chat. We also hope that you will use the chat to share prayer concerns, to comment on the one thing that you are going 
to take away from the worship service, or to share where you are seeing God these days, etc. 
 
Once the Premier has taken place, the worship service continues to be available on our St.John’s Facebook page so that you can 
watch at your own convenience, and you will also find a link to the worship service on our website. 
 
In-Person Worship 
We had our first “in-person” worship on September 20th with about 60 people in attendance.  Our first priority is for the safety of our 
members, guests, and their families.  
 
As we continue these services at 9am each Sunday, we want the congregation to be aware of our Covid Plans.   The following plans 
were approved at the Council’s August Meeting.  These plans may be adjusted depending on pandemic risk levels.  Our goal is to miti-
gate the potential for transmission of infection in our Church Building. 
 

In a spirit of love and care, those over the age of 65 and individuals with a compromised health condition are cautioned 
not to attend any worship services in person because they are more susceptible to contracting the coronavirus. This 
is for their own safety as well as the safety of those gathered. 

Anyone showing any symptoms of illness, or anyone who has a household member who is sick or showing symptoms of 
illness should not attend; this includes pastors or other leaders who are sick or showing signs of illness. If someone 
arrives showing signs of  illness (fever, persistent dry cough, etc.), they will be asked to go home. 

 
 For indoor worship services, occupancy of the worship space is not to exceed 50% of capacity, with physical distancing guidelines 

in place. To maintain 6 feet of distance, only every other pew or rows of chairs will be in use. We will run tape down the center of 
each section of rows to maintain physical distancing.  Also, only one immediate family  will be seated in each designated area. This 
will result in our capacity being around 130 people, not counting potential overflow seating in the  Fellowship Hall (with wall 
opened) 

 Individuals/households will be asked to pre-register prior to attending “in person” worship. 
 Individuals/households will be asked to maintain physical distancing as they move from their cars to the entrance of the church. 
 Individuals/households will be checked in as they enter the building, and ushered to their seats.  Ushers will assist with maintaining 

proper social distance. 
 Individuals are asked to keep coats/jackets with them – rather than hanging them on the coat racks. 
 Hand sanitizer will be available at all entryways. 
 All in attendance will be required to wear a mask, except worship leaders when they are speaking. Disposable masks will be made 

available for those who do not bring a mask or cloth face covering from home. Masks or cloth face coverings should not be placed 
on young children under age 2, per CDC guidelines. 

 Disposable gloves will be made available for those who are cleaning and for anyone who may desire to wear them. 
 Doors will be propped open and one-way traffic patterns will be introduced to ensure physical distancing. The farthest north door at 

the main entrance to the building will be designated as an “enter only” door. The farthest south door at the main entrance will be 
designated as an “exit only” door.  

 People are asked not to greet each other with touching (e.g. Handshakes, hugs, etc), maintaining physical distance of at least 6  
       feet with those outside of their immediate family.  Parents will be encouraged to speak with their children before coming to the  
        facility to let them know that things will be different. 
 Because singing has been shown to increase the amount of droplets produced, thus increasing the potential spread of the corona-

virus, congregational and choral singing will not be allowed. 
 The pastor(s), worship leaders, or soloist may sing, provided they are at least 12 feet from the first row, and at least six feet or 

more from other leaders.  All worship leaders will be stationed in the front of the sanctuary. 
 Hymnals and Pew Bibles will be removed from pews.  There will be no bulletins – but bulletins will be made available online. 
 Offering plates and Welcome Pads will not be passed person to person.  Offering will be collected at the door as people leave the 

sanctuary. 
 Children’s “quiet bags” and Spark Bibles will not be made available – but take home activity bags will be made available 
 The Church Nursery will not be open. 
 Ventilation will be increased as much as possible, opening doors, as weather permits.  The ventilation system and ceiling fans will 

remain off during in-person worship. 
 Restroom Use: Only one person will be allowed to enter a restroom at a time, unless members of the same immediate family. A 

marking of some kind will be placed on the floor outside of the restroom to indicate where people should stand in line to wait to use 
the restroom, maintaining 6-foot distance from each other. 

 Drinking fountains will not be available. 
 Pastors/worship leaders will be required to wear a mask at all times except when they are speaking. They will also remain more 

than 6 feet from the congregation at all times. 
 No social gatherings of any kind will be allowed either before or after worship services. People will be instructed to arrive and de-

part expediently. 
 Participants will be asked to remain seated following the worship service until they are excused by the ushers. 

Pa
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Condolences  
Jolene and Devin Davidson and family - the death of Devin's father: Daniel  

Nancy and Dan Berg and extended family - the death of their nephew: Shaun  
Margaret Groop and family - at the death of Ed  

Scott and Lori Fleischacker - at the death of Lori’s sister Debbie and brother Alan 
 

Healing-Members of St. John’s 
Jenny Klein – Cancer Treatment 

Jay Klien - Healing from ankle surgery  
Judy Peterson – Cancer Treatment 

Paul and Mary Iverson - Healing  
Brian and Holly Peterson and Family - Healing  

Verna Dahnke - Hospice  
Ken and Debbie Schumacher - Healing  

Patty Behrends - Healing  
Esther Hanlon - Healing  
Karen Olson - Healing  

LaDonna Howell - Healing  
Steve Miller - Healing  

  
Assisted Living/Care Center Facilities 

LuVerna Anderson - Parkview Care Center, Buffalo  
Geraldine Nelson -  Annandale Care Center 

Hazel Strand - at Watkins Assisted Living 

Lorenchia Scott - at Big Lake Assisted Living 
Verna Dahnke - at Watkins Assisted Living 

Barb Beals - at Annandale Care Center 
Elizabeth Olson -  Annandale Assisted Living 

Milt Froehlich - Annandale Care Center  
Ruth and Arnie Gruys - Annandale Assisted Living  

 
Healing-Family & Friends of St. John’s 
Kim – daughter of Dolly and Ron Alger – Cancer Treatment 

Judy Johnson – healing after shoulder surgery 
 

Support   
Zach Sykora  (Home on Leave) and Alex Sykora (Stationed in San Diego) - sons of Hope and Todd Sykora  

Alex Steffen – son of Lori Steffen 

Dasan Hood Beckman – son of Keith and Laura Hood Beckman 

Jessica Forness - Joint Base Goose Creek, SC - US Navy 

Lorenzo Swanson - Grandson of John & Diane Swanson; Camp Lejeune, NC—Marines 

Alec Swanson - Grandson of John & Diane Swanson-Charleston, SC  Air Force 

Seth & Samantha Johnson - Grandson of Lloyd & Maria Johnson; Norfolk, US Navy - deployed 

Sean & Courtney Johnson - Grandson of Lloyd & Maria Johnson; PT Hueneme, CA - U.S. Navy - deployed 

Robin (Ekholm) O’Connor & Jesse O’Connor - Daughter and son-in-law 

of Bryan & Lucy Ekholm; Washtington, Spokane - Fair Child Air Force Base 

McKenna and Jake Ekholm Malloy- Daughter of Bryan & Lucy Ekholm; 
St. Angello, TX - Air Force 

Teddy and Mavis Erickson  - Fort Bragg, North Carolina - Army 

Erin Schwanke - Daughter of Ron & Sue Schwanke; Coronado, CA- U.S. Navy   
 

Note: If a correction is needed or you would like a name removed or added please inform the church office.   
In an effort to keep the list current and accurate, we will be updating/removing prayer requests on a monthly  

basis; please contact  andrea@stjohns-annandale.org.   

 

Keep Us In Your Prayers 
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Our monthly service of Holy Communion will be May 3 at 1:30pm. While this worship service is intended for             
s members who are residents at the Care Center and Centennial Villa apartments, it is open to all           

Ready to Celebrate…Free to Dream  
 
Ready to Celebrate 
We are excited that we are scheduled to burn the mortgage on our main building in February of 2022.  That’s 
why we are “Ready to Celebrate.” 
 
We are grateful for those who have already returned their pledge cards, but we will need more commitments in 
order to reach our goal.  If you have already returned your pledge card – THANK YOU!  If you haven’t yet re-
turned your card, please do so at your earliest convenience.  Remember that all gifts, great and small, are 
needed.  If you have misplaced your pledge card you can either call the church office and request a new card, 
or you can fill out your pledge card online via our website.      
 
Free to Dream 
As we get ready to burn the mortgage, we are also taking this time to focus on our vision and mission moving 
forward.  We are grateful for all those who were able to attend either the in-person event or the Zoom event 
the first weekend in October that was led by our consultant – some definite “themes” came out of those two 
events.   If you were not able to attend either of those events – but would like to lend your voice to the process 
– please contact any of the team members:  Steve Niklaus, Diane Barkley, Carter Diers, Lori Hausken or Da-
vid Rose and they would be willing to record your answers to the questions that were raised.       
 
You should also be receiving weekly devotionals – either weekly via email, or a monthly set of devotionals via 
the mail.  We hope that you will prayerfully consider these devotionals and share your thoughts on the virtual 
bulletin board using the link that’s provided.  If you received devotionals by mail, you are encouraged to con-
tact the church office and we will add your thoughts to the bulletin board on your behalf.  The purpose of these 
devotionals is to help us to listen to God and to listen how and where God is calling us as a congregation.  
Let’s inspire one another to deep listening and reflection. 
 
Finally, we hope that everyone filled out a congregational survey – again you should have received this via 
email, or via the mail.   The last day to participate in the survey was Sunday, November 1st.  .   
 
The Strategic Planning Team will also be identifying 10-15 community members that we feel would help get a 
sense of what’s happening in our community, what are the needs of our community, and where God is already 
at work.    
 
In short, this process will involve lots and lots of listening.   This will not be a top-down strategic plan, but ra-
ther a strategic plan that comes from God through you.  By the end of the process we will have identified and 
clarified our mission/vision/core values; we will have identified ministry goals and objectives; and we will have 
a clear community embraced vision of where God is leading us. 
 
Then, and only then, once we have all that in place will we consider how our current building space either 
helps or hinders us in carrying out that vision.  But it is our hope and prayer that by that stage of the process, 
having a vision in place that has been birthed by the Spirit from out of our congregation, we will have what we 
need to guide any and all building discussions, as well as any future staff discussions.    
 
So, as you can see, these next two years are going to be very exciting in the life of our congregation.   Our 
goal is to have the strategic planning process completed by late spring of 2021.  Please keep this process in 
your prayers. 

Fall Stewardship 
Due to Covid, and to our current Strategic Planning Process, our fall stewardship program will look much different this year.    
Please watch for information coming out later this month as we begin the process of preparing for 2021.    
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Zoom Conversation with the Pastors and St. John’s Friends 
We, as pastors, invite you to join us and other St.John’s friends on Zoom.  We are enjoying this times of conversation. It has been fun 
to gather together, to see each other’s faces, and to share lots of laughs. We will share the Zoom meeting invite link on through Email 
blasts and we invite you to join us. 
               
      Pastor Dave will host on Wednesday nights from 8-9pm 
          Pastors will host Sunday morning Fellowship at 10:15am  

Sacraments 
In regards to Baptisms, we invite you to contact the church office, and we will be glad to visit with you about the options that are  
available, according to the guidelines of the Health Department. 
 
We will be offering Holy Communion “virtually” and “in-person” on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month. Those communing online  
will need to provide your own elements (e.g. wine or grape juice and bread) or they will be able to pick up elements at the church on 
Wednesdays between 4:30 and 5:30pm. 
 
The Communion elements for our “in-person” worship services will be prepackaged.  Individuals will pick up their “elements” when  
they enter, and will take them to their seats.   The congregation will then open the elements and commune together when instructed by  
one of the pastors.  The pastor(s) will lead the Communion service from the chancel and will not hand the elements directly to the  
communicants. 

Confirmation  
The following 10th Graders Affirmed their Baptisms on Reformation Sunday:  Allison Benjamin, Brooke Bianchi, Carson Cooper,  
Hale Davidson, Halle Jensen, Josie Jerpseth, Anna McClelland, Benjamin Munson, Jack Nelson, Jacob Nilson, Ethan Olson, Ethan 
Reitmeier, and Ian Teschendorf.  We give thanks for each of them and pray God’s blessings upon them as they continue their journey of 
faith – may they always live with the awareness that God is holding on to them, and that God will never let them go. 

Thanksgiving Worship 
This year’s Thanksgiving Worship service will be offered online only.   The service will be posted on Facebook premiere at 7pm on 
Wednesday, November 25th.   It will be available to watch on Facebook at any time after the premiere.  This year you will have to provide 
your own pie.    

Christmas Worship 
We already know that this Christmas will not be like Christmases past due to the current pandemic.  The Worship and Music Committee 
has already decided that Christmas Day worship will be online, but we are still working at what Christmas Eve might look like.   
To assist us, we will be putting out a brief survey the first week of November to assist us in our Christmas Eve planning.  Please make 
every effort to complete the survey.   

For All The Saints 
On Sunday, November 1st we remembered with gratitude those members and friends of ST. John's who died since last year's All 
Saints' celebration :  Bette Freeman, Elaine Engen, Mark Jordan, Judith Bergee, Diane Steffenson, Barb Tasa, Marilyn Gordon, Alan 
Marchel and Debra Clark.   We will also remember our own loved ones – who have touched our lives and left their “faith prints” on us.   
And we will be reminded that, by God’s grace, we are all numbered among the saints of God – eternally loved and fully forgiven!    

Wednesday Offering Drop-Off/Communion Elements Pickup 
Each Wednesday between 4:30 and 5:30 individuals can drop by their weekly offerings at the church.  One of the pastors will be there 
to greet you.   Also, in the month of November, on November 4th and November 18th you can pick up pre-packaged Communion Ele-

ments if you are worshipping online. 

Wednesday D-Way Schedule 
November 4       - D-Way Large Group/Small Groups at 6:15pm  
November 11     - D-Way Large Group/Small Groups at 6:15pm    
November 18     - D-Way Large Group/Small Groups at 6:15pm     
November 25     - NO D-Way  Thanksgiving Eve  

St. John's Lutheran Cemetery Committee 
The St. John's Lutheran Cemetery Committee is in charge of seeing to the maintenance and upkeep of the St. John's Ceme-
tery.  Funding for the cemetery is independent of all other church funds.  Should you choose to make a donation in honor of or in 
memory of a veteran  (or loved one) for Veterans' Day there are envelopes and a drop-box for this purpose available on-site at St. 
John's. (Please make checks payable to "St. John's Lutheran Cemetery Committee).   
Thank you and Stay Safe, The St. John's Lutheran Cemetery Committee 

Communion Service at Annandale Care Center   
Our monthly services of Holy Communion are suspended until the Care Center lifts its visiting restrictions.   
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Nominating Process 
Our Nominating Committee will soon begin the process of calling forth the gifts of leadership that will be needed as we move forward 
into another year of ministry and mission.   If you are interested in having your name considered for either the Church Council, or for 
the Nominating Committee – please contact Pastor Dave or let one of the members of the Nominating Committee know.  Please keep 
this very important process in your prayers, and if asked to serve, please prayerfully take the time needed to consider the call to lead-
ership within our congregation.   If you have any questions regarding the process, please contact one of this year’s Nominating Com-
mittee members: Diane Barkley, Steve Miller, David Burd, Vicki Green, Jennifer Kulm and Cory Nelson  

Treasurer's Report 
     
                                                          Monthly Income                  Monthly Expenses           Balance 
       
General Fund September 2020              $26,353.20                             $48,324.82           $8,645.61 
General Fund 2019 Monthly Avg.       $38,400.76                 $38,266.95   
       
Building Fund September 2020       $5,820.84                  $9,610.67           $25,721.99 
       

1. The General Fund had $21,971.62 more in expenses  than income during September, 2020. Almost $15,000 of this  
        expense is due to updating the worship equipment and installing new cameras in the Sanctuary.   
1. We maintain a positive balance in the Building Fund. Mortgage payments are ordinarily $9,587 monthly;  
       we are currently paying interest only at 4.5%. Loan matures 02-01-22.  

New Bishop Elections in 2021                                                                                                
Bishop Jon Anderson has shared that he will not be seeking another term as bishop, and so that means we will be electing a new 
bishop next year.   The process for electing a bishop has changed.  This time the following steps will be taken: 
 
      1) Each voting Member of a Congregation (that’s you) can pre-identify an individual from the ELCA Roster 
      2) Each congregation is able to pre-identify an individual 
      3) Each conference can pre-identify up to five individuals 
 
Later this month we will receive the pre-identification forms.  Individuals/Congregations will have until Feb. 15, 2021 to pre-identify 
individuals. Conferences will have until March 25, 2021.  Such people should be contacted before self-identifying them so that they 
are open to be pre-identified, and so that you can provide their current contact information and the specific gifts that they would bring 
to the office.  This information will then be made available to voting members prior to our Synod Assembly next year  

Endowment Committee News 
Each year we are able to provide helpful support to congregational, local and churchwide ministries thanks to the generosity of those 
who have given gifts to our Endowment Fund.   A gift to our Endowment Fund truly IS a gift that keeps on giving. 
Have you included the St. John’s Endowment in your estate plan?  There are a variety of options available to you. To learn about the 
many ways to make a planned gift, please contact the InFaith Community Foundation at 800-365-4172 (where our St. John’s Endow-
ment is held) and they would be happy to explain them to you. 
 
Gifts and memorials are also another way you can support our Endowment Fund.   Please know that we are grateful for each and eve-
ry gift given to the St. John’s Endowment – no matter the size – whether it’s through your estate or as a gift in memory or in honor of 
someone.   
 
AND SPEAKING OF THE BENEFITS OF OUR ENDOWMENT FUND … IT’S THAT TIME OF THE YEAR AGAIN.  It’s time to give 
some money away.   Members of St. John’s are encouraged to participate by filling out an Endowment Grant Application.    Grant ap-
plications are available on our website, or by contacting the church office.    
 
What are the Grant applications for?   Well, do you know of a ministry, either within or outside of our congregation that could use a 
little “financial boost” – a ministry that is consistent with our ministry to “experience, live and share the love of Jesus Christ”?  The En-
dowment Team invites you to fill out an application and return it to the church office by Tuesday, December 1st.   The Endowment 
Team will then meet to award grants, so that those grants can be approved by the Church Council at their December meeting. 
 

Sunset Ridge Needs 
The men at Sunset Ridge are in need of Twin Sheets and pillow cases (any color or pattern – new or used).  
Also, any summer or fall men’s clothing is always needed.   If you have questions, please contact Mary Iver-
son.   Items can be delivered to Mary’s home, or if needed, she will come and pick them up.  Please call 
ahead of time.   
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Prayer Concerns                                                                                                                        
During these days, we want to continue to pray for you, and for all who have health concerns or special needs, those 
who are experiencing life’s joys or difficult challenges, those who are grieving losses of all kinds. Please contact the 
church office with your prayer concerns and let us know if you would like them shared publicly, or if you would rather 
have them included in our prayers as a staff each week. We would invite you to use the following daily prayer guide in 
your own personal prayers: 
 
Sunday:   Prayers for the Sick and for their families. Prayers for healing and comfort 
Monday:  Prayers for Healthcare Workers, First Responders, all Essential Workers.  Prayers for protection and strength.                                                                                    
Tuesday: Prayers for the Vulnerable, for those with Underlying Health Concerns or Compromised Immune Systems.   
     Prayers for protection and for others to provide for their needs. 
Wednesday: Prayers for the Unemployed or whose hours have been cut. Prayers that they would receive the  
                      assistance that is available to them. 
Thursday:  Prayers for our Leaders, those who are making tough decisions.  
                   Prayers for wisdom, compassion, and empathy. 
Friday:  Prayers for students and families and for Teachers. Prayers for patience, for understanding, and for personal  
             discipline.  Prayers of thanksgiving for the gifts of technology. Prayers for all who teach – who are having to learn 
             new ways of teaching and caring for their students. 
Saturday:  Prayers for the Church – for all the baptized as we live out our calling to be the Church in new ways.   
                 Prayers for pastors, for church staffs, and for all the baptized who are learning how to live out their daily  
                 callings in new ways. Prayers for perseverance, for strength, for new ways to share the love of Jesus.  

Many Thanks   
 For everyone’s understanding and support as we try to navigate through these uncharted waters. 
 For all who have been sending in their offerings, dropping off them off on Wednesdays, or using one of 

our online giving options.  Your generosity, even in the midst of these trying times, is deeply appreciated. 
 For all who have returned their “Ready to Celebrate… Free to Dream” Capital Campaign pledge cards. 
 To Pastor Alex and Emily Combs who have been doing all the recording and editing of our Sunday wor-

ship services, and for all who have shared those services with friends. 
 To all those who served on our Mowing Teams this summer, and for all who are willing to serve this win-

ter on our Snow Removal Teams 
 To the members of the Moving Forward Team for handling arrangements and helping out during our “in 

person” worship services.    
 Those who are serving as “worship buddies” and calling members of the congregation who don’t have 

online access so that they can listen via their phones.  If you don’t have a “worship buddy” – but would 
like one – please contact the church office.  

 For all those who are serving as Sunday school teachers and D-Way guides. 
 For all who served as Sunday school teachers, D-Way guides, mentors, and caring adults for our youth 

who Affirmed their Baptisms on Reformation Sunday. 
 For our tenth graders who blessed us with their Faith Statements – you can hear them on our St. John’s 

Facebook page; 
 For Carter Diers and Mark and Ardis Nelson for serving as ushers for our Confirmation Service; 
 For the members of this year’s Nominating Team as they begin the process of calling forth the gifts of 

leadership within our congregation; 
 For all who serve as Care Givers – November is National Family Caregivers Month;  
 For all those who assisted with the Halloween Event – especially to Emily Combs for coordinating the 

event. 
 To all who live out their “baptismal callings” in the education field – especially as we observe American 

Education Week – November 16-20; 
 Thanks to the volunteers who delivered meals every Wednesday in September.  Ardis Nelson, Esther and 

Mike Hanlon, Dave and Toni Boie, Harold and Pat Sanderson, Andrea Beckman, Aleah Edwards, Jan 
Anderson, Mary and Dave Holmgren.  

Share Your Christmas!   
Even though it seems early, it is time to think ahead for Share Your Christmas!  This is a wonderful chance to share some Christmas 
 kindness with those in need. We know each year there is a lot of learning and fun in choosing gifts for others!  But this year, because of 
safety issues, instead of the usual tags on the tree and shopping, we will be asking for money donations.   
The goal of Share Your Christmas is to provide a gift card for each child and, in addition, a gift card to Market Place for each family.  
 If you would enjoy donating,  please make a payment  to St. John’s Lutheran Church,  designating it for Share Your Christmas.  Please 
make your donations by the end of November.  
 
Thank you all for your enthusiastic participation over the years!  Many thanks, Joyce Wadman and Diane Barkley 


