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We’re Not All in the Same Boat 
 
Recently I was in a conversation with my daughter Katie, who is a clinical psychologist.  She said, in work-
ing with her clients during this pandemic, many will often say: “Well, we’re all in the same boat.” Her re-
sponse, which I think is a great one, has been:  “No, we are all in the same storm, but in different boats.”   
Since that time, this saying has been making its way around social media.  Pastor Alex even shared a 
reading in his sermon last Sunday around this same theme.  For what we are quickly realizing is that while 
we are all in the same storm, we are NOT all in the same boat.   
 
For some of us, other than sheltering at home and practicing social distancing – life is really no different.  
Many of us can work from home, or we are retired, or we still go to our jobs (if we are essential workers) – 
and while we still have stressors, and things that create anxiety, life goes on pretty normal.  But then there 
are others of us who have been laid off or who have lost our jobs, we’ve lost our healthcare, we wonder 
how we are going to make it from week to week. We are in the same storm, but different boats. 
 
For some of us, we haven’t been sick, and we don’t know of anyone who has contracted the virus; and 
therefore no one who has died.  For others of us, we have family members and friends who have gotten 
sick, maybe who have died – we are grieving.  We are in the same storm, but different boats. 
 
For some of us, we have had to learn how to do our jobs online, we’re experiencing Zoom fatigue, we are 
having to learn new things on the go.  For others of us, we’re not dealing with any of that – we may not 
even be online.   In those cases, we may be feeling isolated and alone.   We are in the same storm, but 
different boats. For some of us, who are introverts, we are enjoying more time alone – more time to reflect 
– more time to be creative, etc.  For others of us, who are extroverts, we are going crazy at not being able 
to gather with people.  We are in the same storm, but different boats. 
 
For some of us, this sheltering at home has been relaxing and renewing. We’ve had time to read, to paint, 
to write, to do all those things we didn’t have time for before. For others of us, these days have meant our 
kids are in the house all day, we have had to try to figure out how to help them with their school work, 
keep them occupied when they can’t be with friends --- while at the same time, trying to work from home 
and keep the household operating.  Same storm, different boats. 
 
For some of us, we can’t wait to get out of our houses --- back to a “normal” routine – whatever normal is 
going to look like.  For others of us, we are anxious about leaving our homes – fearful because we have a 
pre-existing condition that makes us more vulnerable to the virus.   Yes, we are in the same storm, but 
different boats. 
 
For some of us, our faith is strong – we are leaning into God more and more, and finding peace and com-
fort knowing that God is with us and for us.  For others of us, this time is raising lots of questions and 
doubts, we wonder where God is in all of this, we lament and grieve all the things we’ve lost.   Same 
storm, different boats. When things start to open up – some of us and ready and eager to go out to eat, to 
get our haircut, and our nails done.  Others of us are not so sure we want to step into a restaurant, or go 
for a massage, or do all those things we did without a second thought just a month or two ago.  Same 
storm, different boats. 
 
So, what’s my point?  Let’s be kind to ourselves and to one another. Let’s validate our own feelings – and 
recognize that we may not be in the same place as our neighbor.  Some of us may be on an ocean liner – 
and hardly feeling the ocean’s waves. Others of us may be in a row boat, that’s taking on water, and we 
fear we are going under. Same storm, different boats. And it may be that way for a while.  This storm isn’t 
going away anytime soon. So, just remember that your boat is different than your neighbor’s boat, and 
their boat is different from yours. So be kind to yourself and to each other. Jesus said, we are to love our 
neighbors as we love ourselves.  Both are important these days. We need to love ourselves – we need to 
be honest with ourselves about our own fears and concerns – and take care of ourselves and our needs.  
At the same time, we need to also love our neighbors – we need to do things that show that we care 
about them, just as much as we care about ourselves.   So how do we do that?  Well, wearing masks in 
public, for one.   
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We may not want to, we may not feel they are needed – but those masks we wear demonstrate to those 
around us that we love them and we don’t want to run the risk of passing the virus on to them.   Or, so-
cial distancing for another.  We may wonder if it’s all that necessary, but let’s do it anyway out of love for 
our neighbor – so that they may be able to come out in public and not fear being exposed unnecessarily 
to the threat of this virus.   You see, we don’t know what other people we meet are dealing with --- do 
they have a compromised immune system?  Do they live with someone who has a compromised sys-
tem?  These are simple ways that we, at this time, can show love for our neighbors… because we are 
all in the same storm… just different boats. 
 
Take care of yourselves and please be kind to yourselves, and to your neighbors! 
 
Pastor Dave 
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Worship and Office Update                                                                                                                                   
In light of the Governor’s extension of the “shelter in place” until May 18th – we will continue to  
worship ONLY online through at least May 17th.   We have a “Moving Forward Task Force” formed 
that will begin working on possible scenarios of how we might begin to gather once that is deemed 
possible by the state authorities.   It is Bishop Jon’s recommendation that we “not rush” this, however 
– but rather, that we take small, informed, and safe steps.   We will keep you posted when there is a 
change – and what that will look like going forward.   Once we are able to start gathering again 
(however that looks) we know that some will not be ready, nor able – so it is our intention to continue 
online worship even after we start gathering in person – that, I believe, will become part of our “new 
normal.”   
 
I know that many of you are anxious to get back together – I miss all of you, as well. But please know 
that it’s not just a matter of opening the doors and turning on the lights.  Nor, is it as simple as saying 
let’s gather in our cars on the parking lot.  With either, or any scenario, there are lots and lots of things 
to consider, arrangements to be made, and safeguards to be put into place.  Also, with things con-
stantly changing, we also have to have contingencies and back-up plans, as well.   So, please pray for 
our Task Force as we seek to set out a plan moving forward. I think Bishop Jon’s recommendation is a 
good one --- we shouldn’t rush things. Regarding the church office.  The office will be closed through 
May.   We, as a staff, will continue to work from home, or working from church as needed.  We have a 
system going that seems to be working – plus it is allowing those on our staff, who have children,  
to be available to them, and their needs, as well.   Once we do open the office, we will put safety pro-
tocols in place.  One thing you will notice, that is already been installed, thanks to our talented  
Property Team, is a Plexiglas shield at the reception counter next to Andrea’s desk. This has been 
place there to help protect Andrea, and to serve as a visual reminder that those entering the office 
should practice social distancing. 
 
For now, we will also continue to hold Bible studies, Ministry Team meetings, and Council meetings 
via Zoom – at least through May. 
 
Thanks for being such an understanding and supportive congregation. 
Pastor Dave 

Sunday Worship Schedule   
Each Sunday you are encouraged to join us for worship at 8:30 on Facebook.  You will be able to say 
“hello” to others in real time using the chat.  We also hope that you will use the chat to share prayer 
concerns, to comment on the one thing that you are going to take away from the worship service, or 
to share where you are seeing God these days, etc.  
 
Then, at 9:15am we invite you to join us on Zoom for Fellowship (you will need to provide your own 
coffee and goodies). 
 
For those who didn’t join in the 8:30 worship, we will play the service again, at 10am, on Zoom – 
where you will be able to see others as we join in worshiping together. 
 
This is our attempt to try to give a sense of “normal” to our Sunday mornings. 
 
We also want to try to connect better with those who are not online. One way to do that is to become 
a “worship buddy”.  Call them up and place your phone next to your computer speaker so that they 
can listen to the service.  Or, if you are someone who is not online – and would like a “worship buddy” 
please call the church office and we will connect you with someone. 
 

   Many Thanks   
* For everyone’s understanding and support as we try to navigate through these uncharted waters. 
* To Andrea and Aleah for delivering Meals on Wheels in April 
* For all who have been sending in their offerings, dropping off them off on Wednesdays, or using 

one of our online giving options.  Your generosity, even in the midst of these trying times, is 
deeply appreciated. 

* To Al Gunderson for his many years of taking care of mowing snow blowing equipment.   
* To Diane Nelson for decorating the cross for the Easter season 
* To Pastor Alex for doing all the recording and editing of our Sunday worship services, and for all 

who have shared those services with friends. 
* To Andrea and Aleah for all their faithful work – and to all Administrative Professionals, for all the 

work you do behind the scenes that keep things working 
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Andrea’s 1st Anniversary  
May 14th marks the lst Anniversary since Andrea joined our St. John’s staff. We are grateful for her 
presence, and the gifts that she brings to our staff. I hope that you will send her an email, text, or give 
her a phone call and thank her for her presence on our staff. 

Attn: High School Seniors! 
St. John’s Lutheran Church is pleased to announce the availability of (2) $500 scholarships to be used 
for continuing education. These scholarships are available because of a donation by a current member. 
One $500 scholarship will be awarded to a student seeking a one or two-year trade school degree. The 
other $500 scholarship will be awarded to a student seeking a four-year (or longer) degree; 
 
 You must be an active member of St. John’s Lutheran Church to be eligible; 
 
 Scholarships will be awarded to full time programs only and will be based on the need of the student 
 
 The funds will be paid directly to the school for tuition costs. 
 
TO APPLY: Scholarship Application Forms will be available soon.  All seniors will be notified.  Individu-
als who are interested in applying, should complete and return the form that will be provided to the 
church no later than June 30, 2020. 

Communion Service at Annandale Care Center   
Our monthly services of Holy Communion are suspended until visiting restrictions are lifted. 

Cancelled 
 Day Camp 
 Mission Trip 
 Southwestern Minnesota Synod Assembly 
 Septuafest – Patty Wetterling has a agreed to speak next 

year 
 Vacation Bible School 

In Need Of Prayer 
People at St. John’s are ready to pray for and with you in times of joy, and in times of need. To activate 
this prayer ministry please contact the church office.  Only the information you choose to share will be 
passed on to the Prayer Ministry participants. Please understand that if you are calling on behalf of an-
other person, in order to respect the right of privacy, and for the sake of confidentiality, you must have 
that individual’s permission before we can activate the prayer ministry and pray for them by name.   
 
Also, please know that our prayer ministry is ALWAYS open to additional participants.  If you would like 
to be included in either the Prayer Chain (where you would receive a telephone contact) or the email 
prayer group – please contact the church office.    

Postponed 
 All City Garage 

Sale 
 Chili Cook-off 
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Pastor Dave’s Sabbatical                                                                                                            
Due to the COVID-19 restrictions and limitations, and the extra challenges this is creating for the 
congregation, Pastor Dave will be postponing his sabbatical until the summer of 2021. This will  
enable Pastor Dave to resubmit an application for a Lilly Endowment Grant – and hopefully this 
time be lucky enough to receive a grant.                                                                                                                                 
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Capital campaign 
Well, here it is, May 1, 2020. Many of you have completed your three year pledge to Invest in the 
Kingdom: Gathered in Christ… Scattered to Service Capital Campaign.  Thank you to those that 
have completed that commitment and continue to give even in these uncertain times.   Our team 
was getting prepared to celebrate our 3 year very successful capital campaign ending April 2020 but 
Covid19 changed  all of that. If you have been following our updates, you know that our mortgage is 
scheduled to be completed in February 2022. Our current mortgage balance is $210,774.   Your 
team has been proactive and has contacted Thrivent and they have graciously agreed to accept in-
terest only payments for May, June and July. This will help us with the payments during this time, 
however it will make our monthly payments higher or create a balloon payment in February 2022.   
 
While the time is not ideal, we will need to move forward with what will be a TWO YEAR campaign 
for the purpose of paying off our mortgage, so that we will be ready to pay our normal monthly mort-
gage payment come August.  Our new theme is READY to CELEBRATE…FREE to DREAM. Ready 
to celebrate the completion of our current mortgage and free to dream of what God is calling us to do 
next.  Stay tuned for more details. 
 
Thank you for your past support and whatever support you feel you can continue to 
contribute in these trying times.  We look forward to burning the mortgage in February 
of 2022!  So get ready to CELEBRATE! 
 
Stay healthy, Your capital campaign team.. 

Stewardship for All Seasons                                                                                                        
In order to ensure that our staff is provided for and our ministry boldly moves forward during this cri-
sis, St. John’s applied for and received a forgivable loan through the Payroll Protection Program.  
These funds, combined with the continued support of the generous members of St. John’s will allow 
us to continue our mission to Experience, Live and Share the love of Jesus Christ in a world in des-
perate need of such love; in a world in need of hope and community.  In these times of economic un-
certainty, the PPP provides stability as some St. John’s members face significant financial hardship.     
We are so grateful for each and every gift that has been given.  Thanks to your generosity we are 
able to provide online worship that is reaching more than we normally reach on a Sunday morning, 
we are providing opportunities for people to connect through social ministry and simply enjoy each 
other’s fellowship, we are offering online Bible studies, and we have been able to offer online youth 
group gatherings and activity bags for our Sunday school youth.  Through your generosity we contin-
ue to do ministry in Jesus’ name – though it looks very different these days.   Together, we are mak-
ing a difference.  Together we are providing love, hope and community to those of our own communi-
ty and beyond.   
 
Please remember that you can contribute online via our website, by contacting Aleah, our Financial 
Administrator, and setting up a one-time or reoccurring checking, savings, or credit card withdrawal.  
You can mail in your contributions, or drop them off at the church on Wednesdays between 4:30 and 
5:30pm.   Again, whatever gift, large or small, is a gift is deeply and sincerely appreciated.                           

Spring Clean-Up                                                                                                                 
The Property Team has canceled the Spring Clean-up day for Saturday, May 16

th. 
 Individuals and/or 

families who would like to help with a “small piece” of our spring clean-up are asked to contact An-
drea in the church office.  You will then be notified by a member of the Property Team regarding what 
needs attending – and will provide you instructions if you choose to take on that “bite sized” project.  
If there is still additional work that needs to be done, and protocols provide for it, the Property Team 
will inform you of a work day on Saturday, May 30

th
 beginning at 

8am.  Please only show up on the 30
th
 if you receive word from 

the Property Team via email. 
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Prayer Concerns                                                                                                                        
During these days, we want to continue to pray for you, and for all who have health concerns or spe-
cial needs, those who are experiencing life’s joys or difficult challenges, those who are grieving losses 
of all kinds. Please contact the church office with your prayer concerns and let us know if you would 
like them shared publicly, or if you would rather have them included in our prayers as a staff each 
week. 
 
We would invite you to use the following daily prayer guide in your own personal prayers: 
 
 

Sunday  
Prayers for the Sick and for their families.  Prayers for healing and comfort 

 
Monday 

Prayers for Healthcare Workers, First Responders, all Essential Workers.  
    Prayers for protection and strength. 

 
Tuesday 

Prayers for the Vulnerable, for those with Underlying Health Concerns or  
  Compromised Immune Systems. Prayers for protection and for others to provide for  

their needs. 
 

Wednesday 
 Prayers for the Unemployed or whose hours have been cut. Prayers that they would  

  receive the assistance that is available to them. 
 

Thursday 
 Prayers for our Leaders, those who are making tough decisions. Prayers for wisdom,  

  compassion, and empathy. 
 

Friday 
 Prayers for students and families and for Teachers.  Prayers for patience, for understanding, 

              and for personal discipline.  Prayers of thanksgiving for the gifts of technology.  Prayers for  
              all who teach – who are having to learn new ways of teaching and caring for their students. 

 
Saturday 

 Prayers for the Church – for all the baptized as we live out our calling to be the Church in  
                  new ways. Prayers for pastors, for church staffs, and for all the baptized who are learning  
                  how to live out their daily callings in new ways. Prayers for perseverance, for strength, for 

                  new ways to share the love of Jesus. 

Zoom Conversation with the Pastors and St. John’s Friends 
We as pastors invite you to join us, and other St. John’s friends, on Zoom.  We are enjoying this times 
of conversation.  It has been fun to gather together, to see each other’s faces, and to share lots of 
laughs.  We will share the Zoom meeting invite link on through Email blasts and we invite you to join 
us. 
              * Pastor Alex - will host on Tuesday and Thursdays from 12:30pm to 1:30pm 
              * Pastor Dave - will host on Wednesday nights from 8-9pm and on Fridays from  
                                       3:00pm to 4:00pm 
 
Let us know if you would like similar opportunities offered at other times of the day. 

Sunday Scripture Readings 
May 10 – Acts 18:1-4 and 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 

May 17 – 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 
May 24 – 1 Corinthians 15:1-26, 51-57 

May 31 (Pentecost)  Acts 2:1-4 and 1 Corinthians 12:1-13 


