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May 2019 

From Pastor Dave… 
 

This month I am looking forward to a number of things. First, I will be having my scheduled check-up at Mayo 
on May 6.  Why would I be looking forward to such an appointment? Well, I feel blessed that my aortic              
aneurysm and bicuspid aortic valve were discovered before anything major happened. Because it was               
discovered, I can have it monitored on a regular basis so that if there is a change, we can address the issue 
proactively.  So far all has remained stable, and I ask for your prayers that stable is once again the report on 
May 6. Thanks. 
 

Secondly, I look forward to participating along with Pastor Alex in the Festival of Homiletics that will be held 
this year in Minneapolis the week of May 13-17.  This will be the third time I have had the chance to                     
participate in this annual event that moves around the country from year to year. This event brings together 
some of the most gifted preachers of our day. It is a week of great worship, inspiring preaching, and fabulous 
workshops. Thousands of pastors from around the world from all denominations will attend. Please keep this 
event in your prayers. 
 

Finally, I look forward to going to Norway with Diane, our older daughter Katie and her fiancé Benn, and our 
son Josh and his partner, Alicia.  We will be leaving the end of May and spending about ten days in Norway.   
Diane has a cousin that lives in Norway, so we will be spending a few days with her and her husband. Most of 
the time we will be traveling from Oslo, to Flom, to Bergen, and back to Oslo. Three of my great-grandparents 
came from Norway (my dad’s dad came from Sweden), so it will be an opportunity to explore a part of the 
country of my ancestors. It will be my first time in Scandinavia, first time across the Atlantic, and my longest 
plane ride. I am not looking forward to the flight. 
 

What are YOU looking forward to this month? Maybe a son or daughter will be graduating, maybe there will 
be a family wedding, or maybe it’s just getting back on one of our many lakes. Being able to look forward is a 
wonderful thing, isn’t it?  Sometimes we can spend all our time looking forward to future events and forget to 
enjoy the present, the now, the gift of this very day. We must remember that each day, each moment, and 
every breath are gifts from God, gifts to be cherished, experienced, and savored. To help me remember that, I 
have a prayer posted on my office door. I posted this prayer soon after being diagnosed with my aneurysm.  
The prayer simply reads, “Dear God, Thank you for this beautiful day. I’ll do my best to cherish it.”  May you all 
have much to look forward to this month and in the months to come, and may you always cherish every day 
along the way. 
 

What I said about life is true of Easter as well. Easter is often spoken about in the future tense; that is, because 
of Easter we have hope of eternal life after we die. And that certainly is true. But Easter is not just about life 
after death; it’s about life now, today, in the present.  It’s the promise of new life, eternal life, and life               
abundant right now. If we spend all our time looking forward to life after we die, we will miss out in living the 
life the risen Jesus wants to give us right now – a life filled with purpose, joy, and the certainty that our risen 
Lord goes before us. with us on this journey of life; in the good and in the bad, in the joyful times as well as in 
the darkest of times.  So, dear friends, look forward to the fact that when our time on this earth comes to a 
close that our Risen Lord will be there, as he has always been, to receive us in love and in the meantime, don’t 
forget to live in the gift of Easter hope right now. For Jesus is alive! He goes before us! He is with us – today 
and always! A Blessed Easter season to you all! 
 

- Pastor Dave 
 
 

Sunday Scripture Readings 
May 5 — Acts 10:1-17, 34-48—Peter’s Vision 
May 12 — Acts 13:1-3: 14:8-18—Paul’s Mission 
May 19 — Romans 1:1-17—Gospel as Salvation 
May 26 —Romans 3:28-30; 5:1-11—God’s Love Poured Out 
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Lutheran Marriage Encounter  

Midweek Worship 
Our first year of having Wednesday worship along with our D-Way classes was very successful, and we will be having 
it again next fall; but we will NOT be having Wed worship from May -  August simply because there are so many              
summer conflicts. Rather, we will be offering a special FOURTH THURSDAY OF THE MONTH (FTM) worship service    
during May, June, July and August. This FTM worship will be held, outside, weather permitting. The service will begin 
at 6:00pm and will be similar to Bible camp worship. Mark your calendars for May 23, Jun. 27, Jul. 25 & Aug. 22.   

Summer Hymn Sings To Resume 
Beginning on May 26 and continuing throughout the summer, the 8:30am service will again be preceded by an                   
opportunity to sing several favorite hymns. If you’d like to suggest a hymn to be included, pick up a yellow form in the 
Gathering Area, fill it out, and drop it in the box outside the church office. The hymn sings will begin at 8:15am,             
so come into the sanctuary as soon as you arrive and join in the chorus. 

Celebration Of Gifts Sunday 
We would love to celebrate the hidden gifts of our St. John’s community on Sunday, May 19. If you are a writer,  
painter, woodworker, sculptor, etc., we invite you to share one or two samples of your work. We will have them on 
display that Sunday so that we can celebrate and honor your creative gifts. Just drop them by the church office the 
week prior. Make sure your name is on the item(s).  

New Member Gathering/New Member Sunday 
We will be hosting a New Member Gathering on Sunday, May 5, beginning at 12:00pm in the Fellowship Hall. The 
Gathering will include a light lunch and a brief introduction to St. John’s and our purpose. If you would like to be part 
of this New Member Gathering, please contact the church office so we can plan accordingly. We will then be receiving 
new members at our worship services on May 19.    

Summer Worship Schedule Begins 
We will be moving to our Summer Worship Schedule on Sunday, May 26 (Memorial Day Weekend). Our services 
throughout the summer will be at 8:30am and 10:00am.  

Thanks, Chrystal 
Chrystal is concluding her service at St. John’s this month. We are grateful for all the gifts she has shared with us these 
past two years. She has been a welcoming face and voice for our congregation, a gifted office administrator, and a        
caring presence for many. She has brought creativity, energy and commitment to her work. She has been a wonderful 
part of our staff. We will certainly miss her but wish her the very best as she puts her full energy into her family life 
and her personal business ventures. Thanks, Chrystal! 

Meditation Area 
Last year the first steps in creating an outdoor Meditation Area were taken. A beautiful sculpture representing John 
3:16 and God’s love for us and for the world was installed. This will be the focal point of our Meditation Area, a place 
to come and be still and let the wonder of God’s love wash over you. The Property Team did some trimming of the 
bushes to make the space and the sculpture visible while providing a sense of privacy. 
So what’s next? We need some volunteers to help install some pavers so that the space is both inviting and              
accessible to all. We are especially looking for someone who has experience in laying pavers and who would be               
willing to oversee the project. Then we will need some folks who are willing to do the work required, work that will 
create a space that we hope will be a gift for not only the members of St. John’s but for the Annandale community. 
The final steps are installing a couple of benches, a weather proof container that would hold prayer resources for 
those who make use of this space, and possibly a prayer labyrinth to the west of the sculpture.   
If you would like to help with this project, call the church office, or contact Pastor Dave. If you would like to             
donate to this project, please indicate on your check that the money is for the Meditation Area. Thanks. 

Graduation Sunday 
We will be recognizing our Senior High Graduates on Sunday, May 19 at our 10:30am service. We hope that you will 
join us in recognizing our graduating seniors! 

Cantata 
This year’s Cantata will be: “Come Follow Me” by Jackson Berkey. This Cantata will be shared at BOTH of our               
services on Sunday, May 5th. Please share the word! 

Holy Communion 
We will be celebrating the good news of Easter by gathering at the table each Sunday during the Easter season which 
continues until Pentecost Sunday on June 9. Remember, there’s a place for you at the table! 

Spring Clean-Up Rescheduled 
Due to inclement weather in April, we have rescheduled our inside and outside spring cleaning day for Saturday, May 
11 beginning at 8:00am. The Property Team welcomes everyone, young and old. Rolls and coffee will be provided. 
Individuals are encouraged to bring rakes, gloves, hedge trimmers, dandelion diggers, backpack blowers, weed               
whippers. Supplies for inside cleaning will be provided. 
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St. John’s Lutheran Church Council Meeting                       Date:  4/15/19  Start: 7:15pm    End: 9:20pm 
Present: Linda Dircks, Matt Honsey, Lonnie Baack, Mary Iverson, Derek Groth, Steve Miller, Jason Eastling, Parker Kulm, 
Patty Behrends, Hope Sykora, Pastor Alex, and Pastor Dave                                 Absent:  Diane Barkley and Alyssa Domagala          

Topic Discussion Action 
Faith Talk: Alyssa Domagala postponed due to absence N/A 
Scripture & 
Prayer Pastor Dave N/A 

Approval of  
Agenda Approved  M/S/P 

Steve/Hope 

Secretary’s 
Report 

Note that there was a mistake under Pr. Dave’s report. It was initially noted that we would be 
changing form Lakedale to Windstream. The change was made from Windstream to Midco. 
Chrystal caught this mistake before it was put in the GNM. Thank you Chrystal. 

M/S/P 
Derek/Lonnie 

Treasurer’s 
Report  M/S/P 

Mary/Patty 

Executive  
Committee 
Actions 

*Chrystal’s Resignation—Chrystal’s last day is scheduled for May 17, 2019. The position has 
been posted. Applications and resumés will be due by April 24. The Executive Committee will 
rank applications. Linda, Diane and Pr. Dave will conduct interviews.  
*Staff Policies—Linda, Chrystal and Pr. Dave have finished most of the revisions—a final proof 
will be scheduled. The new staff policies should be available next month.  
*Future Exec. Meetings—the date will be changing from the 2nd Tuesday of the month due to 
scheduling conflicts with committee members. Pay attention to updates for dates.  

N/A 

 
 
 
Pastor Dave’s  
Report 
 
 

*Endowment Sunday will be April 28, 2019. 
*Internet is fully connected in both building. Transition went well thanks to Ryan Wang for 
putting in some necessary wiring/cables. 
*Lilly Grant was submitted on time. We wait until August to hear if we will receive the grant. 
*This month’s Joyful Jar is going for Food For Kidz; a special offering is also being collected—
envelopes are available.  
*Spring Clean up is scheduled for April 27—if a rain day, May 18. 
*St. John’s will participate in the Chili Cook-off again this year. Cal Froehlich will make chili, a 
Thrivent Action Grant will pay for supplies. Volunteers will be needed to serve.  
*Wednesday night services will be done for the summer. There will be three Thursday evening 
outside summer worship opportunities; June 27, July 25, and Aug 22. 
*Invitational Evangelism with Pr. Larry Stenge in Cokato, MN on Wed, May 8 from 6:30-8:30. 
*Upcoming check-up at Mayo is scheduled for May 6. Please pray all remains stable. 

N/A 
 

 
Pastor Alex’s  
Report 
 
 

*Lots of good updates from CYF; Lenten Soup Suppers went well, the BWCA trip has a smaller 
group going than was originally planned, Food For Kidz was offered up to local businesses and 
7 people from Lake Central Bank will be attending, Palm Sunday Pancake Breakfast was a suc-
cess, Thank you to Hope Sykora and Emily Combs for their leadership, Good Friday Day Camp 
have about 73 kids registered. 
*Lots of upcoming events for youth and families 
*Hospitality is continuing to work on finding more efficient ways to serve coffee and donuts on 
Sunday morning. 
*SAS camp goals were discussed and Pr. Alex has been in communication with Luther Crest 
Bible camp, and are supportive Pr. Alex and family will be at Luther Crest Bible Camp July7-12. 

N/A 

Old 
Business 

*Grow Even Stronger Update—We had our final meeting with our consultant—very informa-
tive process.  
*Synod Assembly Voting Members—Can have up to five voting member attend from St. 
John’s. Registration deadline is May 17. 
*Internship with Mt Hermon Update—Still waiting from a reply from Luther Seminary for what 
expectations will be for the internship. 

N/A 

New  
Business 

*Motion to set up a General Funds Savings Account and transfer $20, 000 out of our General 
Fund Balance into the General Fund Savings Account. If transfers are needed to cover                       
expenditures, the Council would be notified. 
      - Discussion was had around the rationale for moving money from savings to checking, will   
        earn interest. 
*Motion to set up a separate Designated Funds Savings Account and transfer specific funds 
(which are not used on a regular basis) into the Designated Funds Saving Account. 
      - Discussion—need to have good accounting to make sure that money is tracked correctly   
        (already in place it would just be tracking out of savings instead of checking) 
*Motion to create a Safety Plan Team to create a Safety Plan for St. John’s. (Please come with 
names of people who we might invite to participate on this team). 
      - Discussion: who will be on the team, Pr. Alex and Derek will gather/ask people. 

M/S/P 
Derek/Jason 
Matt/Lonnie 
Derek/Jason 

 

Upcoming  
Agenda  N/A 

Council  
Reminders SIGN UP FOR OFFERING DUTY N/A 

Adjournment Motion to Adjourn at 8:30pm M/S/P 
Mary/Derek 

Prayer Pastor Dave  N/A 
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Treasurer’s                Monthly Income Monthly Expense General Fund Balance  

 

General Fund 
 

March  
2019 $48,143.25 $41,841.17 $38,610.66  

 
Monthly 
Average 

2018  
$37,137.60 $38,165.40   

Building Fund    Monthly Mortgage   

  $8,715.09 $9,618.02 $22,562.10  

Precious Gifts 
Preschool    

 PG Expense PG Balance 
 

  $5,465.34 $1,964.22 $13,774.68  

Notes: 

 

1.      The General Fund had $6,402.08 more in income than expenses during March, 2019. (GOOD!) March was a five-Sunday month. Year-to-
date we have a General Fund deficit of $(4,146.91) We will require more profitable months (and a substantial increase in income) if we are 
to fund the “Grow Even Stronger” Campaign. 

2. We maintain a positive balance, our next mortgage payment will be $9,587.00 
3. Precious Gifts Preschool Fund balance is positive, but declined during January, 2018.  

Remember our mission at St. John’s is supported by your talents and generous gifts. THANK YOU!  
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Communion Service At Annandale Care Center 
Our monthly service of Holy Communion will be May 3 at 1:30pm. While this worship service is intended for             
St. John’s members who are residents at the Care Center and Centennial Villa apartments, it is open to all           
residents, family and friends.  

In Need Of Prayer 
People at St. John’s are ready to pray for and with you in times of joy, and in times of need. To activate this 
prayer ministry please contact the church office.  Only the information you choose to share will be passed on to 
the Prayer Ministry participants. Please understand that if you are calling on behalf of another person, in order 
to respect the right of privacy, and for the sake of confidentiality, you must have that individual’s permission 
before we can activate the prayer ministry and pray for them by name.   

Pastoral Visits 
Please call the church office and let us know if you desire a pastoral visit, especially if you are going to be              
hospitalized. If it is an emergency, feel free to call Pastor Dave at home.    

Endowment Committee News 
Have you included the St. John’s Endowment in your estate plan? There are several options                      
available to you. To learn about the many ways to make a planned gift, please contact the InFaith 
Community Foundation at 800-365-4172 (where our St. John’s Endowment is held) and they would 
be happy to explain them to you. 
Gifts and memorials given to our Endowment Fund help us to enhance our mission and outreach as a                 
congregation. Please know that we are grateful for each and every gift given to the St. John’s Endowment – no 
matter the size – whether it’s through your estate or as a gift in memory or in honor of someone.  Such gifts 
allow us to support worthwhile ministries within and beyond our congregation. 
 

 

Giving away an appreciated asset—Stewardship For All Seasons 
Most Americans make their contribution to charity by writing checks or even setting up automatic payments 
from checking accounts or through credit cards.  St. John’s is happy to receive your gifts however you choose to 
make them. If you have any appreciated stock or mutual funds, you can likely benefit tremendously by gifting 
the appreciated asset directly to the church. As a church, we do not pay capital gains taxes. You the dono, get 
the opportunity to deduct the value of the stock on the date you give it to the church if you are able to itemize 
your deductions. Of course, you should check with your tax advisor to discuss your personal situation to               
determine if this scenario works for you. 
We are able to receive your stock gifts here at the church. Contact St. John’s how to transfer the stock directly 
to the church (Unless your giving away a capital loss, you should likely not sell the stock yourself. Instead it 
should be transferred from your account directly to the church account.) 

Gathered In Christ...Scattered To Serve 
Thank you, Thank you, Thank you. We have just completed the second year of our capital campaign, Gathered 
in Christ...Scattered to Serve. The committee wants to thank each of you for your always generous                            
contributions to this important mission. To celebrate your success and kick off the 3rd year, we will be                     

celebrating on Sunday, May 12. Thank you for every gift that has been given to pay down our                    
mortgage. If you have already made a pledge, please prayerfully consider how you might continue 
to support this effort to finish our third year strong. If you have not made a pledge we would                  
welcome you to do so now. We look forward to celebrating with you on May 12. Linda Dircks, Sandy 
Niklaus, Mary Holmgren, Dave Holmgren, Sue Hadler, Trish Townsend, Diane Barkley. 
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From Pastor Alex  
As we live in the good news of Easter Sunday, I’ve been reflecting upon the many things I’m grateful for.                
Certainly for my family, my amazing wife and beautiful girls. I’m grateful for many things in my life, and so    
grateful and lucky to be a part of such a loving, caring, giving, and supportive community of faith. As I’ve been 
reflecting on this season of gratitude, I’ve realized the many amazing things that have happened here at St. 
John’s and the many hardworking, dedicated, faithful people that have made them happen. Below you will find a 
few examples of the many wonderful things happening at St. John’s. A lot to be thankful for: 
 

Good Friday Day Camp- For Emily Combs and Gabbie Becker’s leadership, and the 31 other adults that made the 
event happen. For Emily’s vision and hope for what this even could look like, and the CYF Team’s hopes of getting 
20 kids to participate...and on the day of the event have 75 youth and 33 adults participate, learning of God’s 
love, grace and mercy for them. For the support of the congregation, the donation of time, resources, and items. 
This event surpassed all expectation and we are hopeful and excited that it will be a ministry that serves St. 
John’s and the greater Annandale community for years to come.  
 

Food For Kidz – We give thanks for the congregation’s financial support of this important ministry, and for Lake 
Central bank that brought a donation and a group of their employees to pack food. For Patty & Jim Behrends, 
Cliff Franzen, Joyce Wadman who helped set-up and pack food with Lake Central. For our D-Way youth and 
Guides who raised funds throughout the year and packed over 18,000 meals. 
 

D-WAY Guides- For the 24 guides who volunteered each Wednesday throughout the year to lead our 5th-9th  
graders in their faith formation. 
 

Sunday School Director & Guides- For Laura Eastling, her leadership, vision and hard work in making Sunday 
School such a successful and life changing ministry at St. John’s. For the 10 guides who helped make Sunday 
School such a success, and their willingness and desire to help the children of St. John’s grow deeper in their 
faith.   
 

Hospitality team – For the hard work of our Hospitality team, Joyce Wadman, Emily Combs, Jenny Klein and 
Michelle Wang. For the work they’ve put in over the last year and the time they put in each week to make the 
coffee bar a success.  
 

Palm Sunday Pancake Breakfast – Was a great success! A lot of people came and ate, and we had a great crew of 
youth and adults. Thank you to Hope Sykora and Emily Combs for their leadership. We brought in about $900.00 
with all of our expenses coming from a Thrivent Action Grant. Thank you to all the other people that I’ve not 
mentioned and countless others that do things “under the radar.” We are so grateful for you, and for the many 
ways you make St. John’s function, flourish and serve out God’s mission in our world. To say that I’m                  
grateful is a monumental understatement.  
 

Grateful beyond measure,  Pastor Alex 

Congregation Camping Trip—June 7-9 
Any campers out there? Tent? RV? Camper? All are welcome at our first congregational  
camping trip to Bunker Hills Campground. We will have meals  together, play games together,  
worship together on Sunday and partake in the water park activities and much more. We’ve  
booked nine camp sites that range from 30 amp to 50, as well as a group camp site for tent  
campers. We hope you’ll join us. Sign-ups will go up in March. Not a camper? No worries, join  
the rest of the group on Saturday for a day in the Sun at Bunker Hills Wave Pool. Sign up deadline is May 19. 

Meals On Wheels—June 
St. John’s is responsible for delivering meals Monday through Friday during the month of June. Please sign up for 
one or more days. You may sign up using Sign-Up Genius or the calendar on the Welcome Desk. If you have           
never delivered meals, you can be paired with an experienced person who will show you the step by step              
process. The meals are delivered within the city of Annandale. There are two routes. You will be given maps with 
addresses to make it easy to find the locations. Meals need to be picked up at 11:30am from Senior Dining at 
City Hall. Each route consists of 4-8 residences and takes approximately 40-60 minutes to complete the route. 
Two people in one car/route is ideal. One person drives and the second person walks the meal to the door. 
Some volunteers choose to deliver by themselves. If you have any questions, contact Diane Barkley at 274-5804 
or dianebarkley@msn.com.  
Chili Cook-Off 
St. John’s will once again participate in the Annandale Chamber of Commerce Chili Cook-off on Saturday, May 
25. We are grateful that Cal Froehlich will once again create a recipe and prepare the chili for us to share. We 
will need individuals to help set up and take down our booth and to pass out chili! It’s a great opportunity for 
families to serve together. 

 

Guys and Brews Life Group 
Join Pastor Alex and a group of other guys at Spilled Grain Brew house every other Thursday at 8pm for a time 
of conversation, fellowship, cribbage and a good brew.  They serve a great root beer for those who chose not 
to drink beer. Upcoming dates: 5/9, 5/23 
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A Prayer For May 
 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me. (Psalm 51:10) 
 

I thank you, Lord, that spring has arrived. I have a list of spring cleaning tasks I ought to do. I should sweep 
the garage, wash the windows, organize the closets, clean up the year. And that’s only the beginning. It’s 
time to put away the boots and gloves and give away the winter clothes I haven’t  worn for years.  
 

Remind me that it may be time for spring cleaning in my heart as well. Help me find you in my ordinary 
tasks. Let your Spirit nudge me into sweeping out the cobwebs of regret and guilt and sadness. Remind me 
that I have been washed clean by your promise of forgiveness. May the work of spring cleaning                           
brighten my household and leave me feeling refreshed and grateful for the chance to begin anew.                                          
I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

Sound and Slide Projection 
We are in need of more volunteers to run the slides and sound for worship.  If you have an interest or know of someone 
who would be interested, please let Pastor Alex know.  No experience is required; we will teach people how to do both.  

 

Newsletter Deadline 
Items for the June newsletter are due by May 16. Early submissions are greatly appreciated! 
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Contemporary Worship 
Do you play an instrument? Piano, guitar, saxophone, violin, cello...TUBA?  We would love to have you join the                              
contemporary worship team.  If interested, contact Pastor Alex or stop in on Sunday. 

ML 

 

Coffee & Conversation 
In May from 3:00-4:30pm you’ll find Pastor Dave at McDonald’s on Thursdays. He is looking forward to conversation with 
anyone who wants to stop by. You may wish to check with the church office on Thursdays to see if he is unable to be 
there because of a funeral or other responsibility. He enjoys visiting about church, life in general, or whatever is on your 
mind. There are two Thursdays in May that Pastor Dave will not be there—May 16 & May 30.  

 
Taco Booth 
St. John’s will be running the Taco Booth at the Annandale 4th of July Carnival from Wed., Jul. 3-Sun., Jul. 7. We are in 
need of pop, water, and volunteers to help set-up, work, and clean-up. If you are interested in helping in any capacity, 
please contact Pr. Alex or Hope Sykora. You can also sign up in the gathering space starting the end of May.  

When God Turns Death To Life 
It was only a few years ago that Luther Seminary faced serious challenges. We found ourselves in a period of financial     
Crisis. Student applications were plummeting. Theological education in general was on the decline, and we felt it keenly 
here. Our experience mirrored trends for some in the larger church: shrinking congregations, budgets too big for the  
resources, half-empty buildings requiring expensive maintenance. For many of us, at Luther and beyond, it’s been a time 
of grief and loss. But the promise of Easter is that new life is birthed from the ashes of despair.  
I won’t pretend that we’ve solved all the problems facing the seminary and the church. But we’re solved all the problems 
facing the seminary and the church. But we’re already seeing the way God is turning death to life. Thanks to the                        
generosity of our dedicated donors, the seminary has righted the ship financially. Our innovative Jubilee Scholars                       
program—where all admitted M.A. and M.Div. students receive full-tuition scholarships—has resulted in significant               
reduction of debt for our students and reversed the trend of a decline in student applications. For the first time in our 
memory we have a waiting list of students who want to answer yes to the call of God through the church to serve in                 
leadership. We’re undergoing an important campaign to fund the future of the seminary, fully funding the Jubilee   
Scholarship, securing seed investments for our innovation strategy, including updating the campus footprint—and we’re 
already halfway to our $115 Million goal. More importantly, there is a new energy and life around Luther as our  
community of faculty, students, staff, alumni, and donors are discovering how God is already at work in the world,  
forming Christian faith and community in a tie of upheaval. After all, this is what we can trust and expect from a God who 
raises the dead. I hope that as you live into the resurrection hope that God is bringing forth in your contexts, you'll join 
me in rejoicing: Christ is risen! Alleluia! 
Peace,  Robin J. Steinke, President—Luther Seminary 
 

Sabbatical/Renewal 
I am pleased to share the work of the St. John’s Lutheran Church Sabbatical/Renewal Committee with members of 
our congregation.  For the past few months, this committee has been working with Pastor Dave to encourage and 
support him with plans for a sabbatical leave opportunity in the summer of 2020.  It is important to identify what a 
sabbatical leave is and what it is not.  A sabbatical leave is not a vacation.  Rather, it an opportunity for a long serving 
pastor to “step away briefly from the ongoing obligations of daily parish duty and to engage in a period of renewal 
and reflection.” Churches, like all organizations, are significantly dependent on the energy level of their leaders.  Pas-
tor Dave has served St. John’s Lutheran faithfully and through significant change the past 12 years.  We believe this is 
the appropriate time for Pastor Dave to participate in a sabbatical leave and are encouraging him to do so.  This Sab-
batical Leave will provide him important time for exploration, self-reflection and regaining enthusiasm and creative 
for his future ministry with us.  You will be hearing more details of the proposed sabbatical leave and the grant fund-
ing we hope will support it from committee members in the upcoming months.—Steve Niklaus 
 

Summer Camp 
This summer, all k-12th graders are invited to join Pastor Alex and his family at Luther Crest Bible 
camp July 7th-12th . Their oldest daughter, Ellie,  will be partaking in her first camp experience with 
the Explorers program that runs from Sunday to Monday, and they plan to stay at camp the rest of 
the week. If you have a child who may be nervous about going to camp, knowing that Pastor Alex 
and family will be at camp may help ease some of those anxious feelings.  There are many different 
options for all age levels during this week of camp, but of course there are many options throughout 
the entirety of the summer. Luther Crest offers the following programs the week of July 7.  

K-2 Grade Explorers 
Bring a parent or guardian along and spend a night exploring what summer camp is all about! 
Campers will experience worship, Bible Study, lake life, arts & crafts, games, great food, 
spending the night in a cabin and more! This exploration starts off on Sunday and wraps up on 
Monday after closing worship. 

2-4 Grade Seekers 
Seeking a Bible Camp experience?  Get a taste of camp with this four-day, three-night pro-
gram.  

3-6 Grade Leapers 
Leapers will enjoy all that Luther Crest has to offer by worshiping, participating in Bible Study, 
swimming in Lake Carlos, doing arts & crafts, exploring the Nature Room, meeting new 
friends, playing All Camp Games, team building on the Low Lands Challenge Course, and 
more!   

6-9 Grade Witnesses 
Make memories with this classic camp experience as you worship with friends, zip line off the 
Tree Tops Challenge Course, swim in Lake Carlos, study the Bible, sing songs, do arts & 
crafts, cook outside and grow in faith! 

7-9 Grade X-treme Camp 
X-treme trampolines!  X-treme paintballing!  X-treme water sports!  X-treme service! Jump 
into these X-treme activities this summer!   

6-8 Grade WET & WILDerness 
Get your feet wet in the wilderness of Minnesota as we canoe down the Crow Wing River! 
We'll head back to Luther Crest on Thursday morning where we'll engage in some water 
sports like wake surfing, tubing and swimming.  

9-12 Grade Blazers 
Assist Luther Crest this summer with this service opportunity! Join your counselor and dis-
cover what it means to both lead an serve by helping with worship, assisting with camp meals, 
participating in team building activities, and more. 

                       You can find more information at luthercrest.org 
All who sign up for camp will be supported by St. John’s. The exact amount is dependent upon the 
number of youth who sign-up for camp. Our hope is that we reach our goals for our “Grow Even 
Stronger” campaign over the next year and all youth who attend summer camp in 2020 will be fully 
supported by St. John’s. Please let us know if you sign your son or daughter up for camp, so we can 
let the congregation know who is going and so we can pray for them during that week. We hope 
that many of our young people will take advantage of the amazing experiences that outdoor ministry 
provides! 
 
 

JOLT (Joy of Learning Together) 
In May, we will complete our series entitled: Faith Out Loud: Talking About What Matters Most  This video 
series offers hope for us tongue-tied Christians to identify the fact that we all have a faith story and we all 
have words for our experience of God.  It’s been exciting to see how the brief video clips have sparked            
memories and stories within those participating in the class. Every week is a stand-alone topic – so if you 
haven’t participated, or you’ve missed a week or two, don’t worry – you will not feel lost or out of place. May 
5th and May 19th will be our last JOLT classes until next fall.  
May 5 – “A time when you were surprised by God” 
May 12 – No Class—Mother’s Day 
May 19 – “Your favorite passage in the Bible” 
You are invited to join us each Sunday at 9:30am in the Library – All Are Welcome! 



CYF Upcoming Events 
(Children, Youth, and Family) 

First Communion 
This community of faith rejoices with the following young people who have begun to join us in sharing 
the meal of Holy Communion: Evan Muetzel, Nora Muetzel, Evelynn Hoeft, Aliana Halverson, Robby 
Halverson, Jack Hart, and Clara Uecker.  We welcome each of them to the Lord’s table.  We thank 
God for each of them and pray that they will find joy and strength in this meal.   

Graduation Sunday 
We will be recognizing our senior high graduates on Sunday, May 19 at our 10:30am service. We 
hope that you will join us in recognizing our graduating seniors. 

3rd—6th Grade All-Nighter 
Attention all 3rd-6th Grade youth!!! Coming up on May 18, there will be an ALL-NIGHTER at church just 
for YOU! Invite your friends for food, bonfire, night games, movies, and unlimited roller skating, pizza, 
pop and laser tag at the Skatin’ Place in St. Cloud. We will meet at church at 5:30pm and end the All-
Nighter at 1:00am, Saturday morning. Cost is $25. Parents, we will need your help to make this event 
happen. Please sign up in the Gathering Area to be an adult leader.                   Note: Scholarships are 
available. Contact Pastor Alex. 

VBS 2019—ROAR! Life is wild. God is good. 
Be sure to mark your calendars for July 28th - August 1st! We invite you to ROAR with us as we                       
discover how God is good in our wild lives! We have a fun theme with wonderful songs and                 
activities. Registration for volunteers and participants will open in the beginning of May. Just a reminder 
that ALL children are welcome at St. John's VBS, whether they are members or not, due to the gener-
osity of our church members. Feel free to invite your friends and/or family to join you in the fun! Join 
our Facebook group called “St. John’s VBS” and be on the lookout for more information in the months 
to come.  

Summer BWCA Trip—July 21-27 Note AGE 
Change 
We have opened the trip up to all 6th-12th grade youth and friends are always invited. 
Sign up today for our summer trip. We are heading to the Boundary  Waters 
Canoe Area for an amazing week when you will enjoy the beauty and serenity 
of the North Woods, grow deeper in your faith, develop an                                
appreciation of God's natural world, establish meaningful relationships, and 
learn more about yourself. Not only will you spend time in the Boundary                    
Waters; you will experience rock climbing, hiking, day trips, campfires, berry 
picking, and so much more. This week will be full of new experiences and is 
guaranteed to be rewarding, exciting, beautiful, enriching, adventurous, and re-
freshing. Sign up today at the Welcome Desk. Space is limited.  Cost: $650  
Fundraising & scholarships are available. 

   Many Thanks 
   ~ To our faithful snow shoveling teams this winter—especially those who stepped forward to clean our 
       sidewalks when we had the April blizzard. Your faithful service is greatly appreciated! 
   ~ To Emily Combs for sharing her story of how she lives out her faith in her daily life during our Wednesday  
       Lenten Service, and to Skip Dolan for being prepared to share his story on the night we had to cancel due  
       to the weather. We will make arrangements for Skip to share his story at a later date.  
   ~ To our youth who served our soup suppers during Lent, and to all who donated soup...and to all who  
       participated. 
   ~ To all who helped pop corn ahead of time: Arlene Sands, May Iverson, Pat Larson and Karen Olson; all who  
       helped at our booth (handing out popcorn, popping corn, and being a welcoming and friendly                                 
       representative of this faith community: Trish and Ava Townsend, Jolene, Dev, Hale and Elora Davidson. 
   ~ To those who assisted with the Passion Story reading on Palm/Passion Sunday: Cory Nelson, Valerie   
       Nelson, Vicki Greene, Greyson Wang, Michelle Wang, Myron Morris and Nancy Berg. 
   ~ To all those who served the Pancake Breakfast on Palm Sunday and to all who participated and supported  
       our youth ministries. 
   ~ To those who helped with the stripping of the Altar on Maundy Thursday. 
   ~ To Emily Combs and Gabbie Becker and all the other 30+ adults/older youth who helped lead our first ever  
      Good Friday Day Camp with 75 kids in attendance. 
   ~ To our ninth graders for leading in our Good Friday Stations of the Cross worship service; and to Hope 
      Sykora, Lloyd and Maria Johnson for assisting them. 
   ~ To the members of the Chancel Choir for sharing two anthems for Easter Sunday. 
   ~ To those who provided brass music on Easter: Derek Groth, Sharon Peterson, Arthur Kjaer, Holly Ekholm,  
       and Mark Nelson. 
   ~ To all who participated in our Food for Kidz food packaging event, to all who helped set up and clean up,  
      and for all who support this effort financially. 
   ~ To Chrystal and Aleah for all their faithful work and to all Administrative Professionals, for all the work you  
      do behind the scenes that keep things working.  
   ~ To the members of the Endowment Committee for sharing in worship about the ministry that happens  
      through our St John’s Endowment.  
   ~ To Emily Combs and Michelle Wang for organizing the VBS Fun Shop event here at St. John’s. 
 

Page 5 Good News Monthly 

Community Events 

Want to be inspired? 
This year’s Southwest Minnesota Synod Assembly will be held June 7 and 8 at Redwood Falls, MN. It’s an 
opportunity to be inspired by the partnership we share with the other congregations of our Synod, and by all the 
exciting things we are doing together, both as a Synod and together throughout our ELCA. We can send up to five 
members from St. John’s (it needs to be 50% male and 50% female) to this year’s Assembly. Our own Pastor Alex 
and our synod’s Youth Band (including Holly Eckholm) will be leading our singing and worship. Please contact Pr 
Dave, or the church office, if you are interested in attending or if you have any questions about the Assembly – 
deadline is May 17. Come and be inspired by what God is up to in our Church and in our world! Come and be 
inspired by engaging worship and learning! Come and be inspired by all the amazing stories that will be shared!    

 
Annandale Christian Women’s Club 
Thursday May 9, 2019 at 9:30am at St. John’s Church—Cost $9 
Special Feature:  Nancy Engfer—Annandale Police Officer 
Music:  Joy Berg, Yodeler 
Speaker: Mary McCarthy, Rochester, MN— “A Pilgrimage of Hope: A Story of Fath and Medicine” 
Reservations: Ardelle 320-274-8336 or Betsy 320-274-5419 

Coming Up 
~ Jun 7-8-SW MN Synod Assembly, Redwood Falls 
~ Jun 7-9-St. John’s Campout, Bunker Hills 
~ Jun 9-Pentecost Sunday (wear red) 
~ Jun 9-Mentor Training after each service 
~ Jun 14-Care Center Communion Service 
~ Jun 16—Pr Dave leads worship at the Care Center 
~ Jun 19—Septuafest 
~ June 27—Thursday Worship & Campfire—7pm 
~ Jul 3-7—St. John’s Taco Booth at the Annandale 
                   4th of July Celebration 
 
 

   Thank you from Sunset Ridge 
    Sunset Ridge thanks all of you that contributed to the Joyful Jar! Your gits will be put to very good use! Also, 
    Thank you for all you’ve donated—clothing, food, books, furniture, and care.-Sunset Ridge and Mary Iverson 

Invitational Evangelizing: The power of a 1 to 1 conversation 
How important is a relationship to growing a healthy congregation? 
Where do we find places to invest in building relationships? 
The ELCA’s “vitality” description for congregations is “Communities 
of Jesus who nurture life-changing relationships with God, one 
another and the world.” Pastor Larry Strenge, our SW MN Synod’s 
Director of Evangelical Mission and former mission developer, will 
teach us how to use this conversation tool called the “one-to-one” 
as a way to grow relationships in all areas of life and especially how 
this is vital in our own spiritual story and in reaching out with the 
love of Jesus. 
 

This event will be hosted by Evangelical Lutheran Church in Cokato 
on Wednesday, May 8th from 6:30-8:30.  Please let Pastor Dave 
know if you are interested in attending – we will carpool. 

   Congratulations 
   ~ To Parker Kulm for taking sixth place in speech. 
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  A: Jim Hallstrom 
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Kingdom Commit-
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Trish Townsend 

Peggy Bodell Bryn Fahey 
Avery Seagraves 
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Kingdom Commit-
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A: 
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  Lacey Weber Elise Olson 
Terri Weber 
Lacey Weber 

A: 
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  Mary Iverson Clara Wall Jill Wrobbel A: 
V: 

 
 

  Jennifer Kulm 
Gavin Wang 

Charles Seaberg 
  A: 

V: 

 
 

  Peggy Bodell James Segner 
Julia Segner 

  A: 
V: 

           

 

Ushers 
 

8:15 Service 
Jennifer, Bryan, Jillian, & Parker Kulm 

Jenifer, Ed, Faith, & Jake Mader 
 

10:30 Service 
Mitch & Kim Uecker 

 
 

 

Altar Guild 
 

Mona 
Volden 

 

Hope 
Sykora 

 

 

WELCA Circles: 
 
 

Ruth Circle:  
 Monday, May 6, 2:00pm 
 Hostess: Mary Iverson 
Rachel Circle:   
 Wednesday, May 8, 9:30am 

Hostess: Shirley Schmitz 
Bible Study Leader: Pat Sanderson 

Sarah Circle:    
Tuesday, May 21, 7:00pm 
Hostess: Diane 
Bible Study Leader: Marilyn 

 
  
   

May 2019 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 
12:30am  
Staff Meeting 
6:00pm  
Cantata Rehearsal 
 
7:30pm  
AA Mtg—Ed Bldg 
 

2 
9:30am  
Annandale 
Improvement Club 
 
 

3:00—4:30pm 
Pastor Dave at 
McDonald’s 
 

6:00pm 
Worship Band  
 

6:00pm  
Girl Scouts-Ed Bdg 

3 
1:30pm  
Care Center  
Communion 
 
 
Lock Out 
 
 
 
 
 

4  
Lock Out 
 
 
12:00pm 
Shower 
 
1:00pm 
Cantata Rehearsal 
 
 
 

5 Cantata Sunday 
8:15am  
Traditional Worship 
w/Communion 
10:30am  
Contemporary 
Worship 
w/Communion 
12:00pm  
New Member  
Gathering 
 
5:30pm  
Cub Scouts-Den 4 
 
 
 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00pm 
Boy Scouts 
 

7  
8:00am  
Men’s Bible 
Study . 
10:00am  
Women’s Bible  
Study 
 
 
6:00pm 
Worship & Music 

8 
9:00am-3:00pm 
Staff Retreat 
 
 

6:30pm 
Invitational  
Evangelism at  
Ev. Lutheran in 
Cokato 
7:30pm  
AA Mtg—Ed Bldg 
 

9   
 
9:30am  
Annandale 
Christian Women 
 
3:00—4:30pm 
Pastor Dave at 
McDonald’s 
 
6:00pm 
Worship Band  
7:00pm 
Executive  
Committee 

10 
 
 
 
 
 

11 
 
8:00am 
Spring Clean-up 

12 Mother’s Day 
8:15am  
Traditional Worship 
w/Communion 
10:30am  
Contemporary 
Worship 
w/Communion 
 
 

13 
9:30am  
Hands For Hope 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00pm 
Boy Scouts 

14 
8:00am  
Men’s Bible  
Study 
10:00am  
Women’s Bible  
Study 
5:30pm 
Girl Scouts  
Bridging  
Ceremony 
 

15 
1:00pm  
Staff Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30pm  
AA Mtg—Ed Bldg 
 

16 
9:30am  
Annandale 
Christian Women 
Board Mtg 
10:00am  
Newsletter Deadline 
 
Pastor Dave NOT at 
McDonald’s 
6:00pm  
VBS Take & Make 

17 
 
Synod Assembly  
Deadline 
 
 
3rd-6th Grade  
Lock-In 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
 
8:30am  
Piano Rehearsal 
 
 
3:00pm  
Ardis Piano Recital 

19 Celebration Of  
     Gifts Sunday 
8:15am  
Traditional Worship 
w/Communion 
10:30am  
Contemporary 
Worship  
w/Communion /  
Recognition of  
Senior High 
Graduates 
 
 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00pm 
Boy Scouts 
7:00pm 
Church Council 
 
 
  
 

21 
8:00am  
Men’s Bible  
Study 
10:00am  
Women’s Bible  
Study 
 
5:00pm 
Property 
 
 

22 
1:00pm  
Staff Meeting 
 
 
7:30pm  
AA Mtg—Ed Bldg 
 

23 
 
1:00pm 
Writing Group 
 
3:00—4:30pm 
Pastor Dave at 
McDonald’s 
6:00pm 
Worship Band  
Practice 
 

24 25 
 
Chili Cook-Off 

26 
8:30am  
Traditional Worship 
w/Communion 
10:00am  
Contemporary 
Worship 
w/Communion 
 
 

27  
Memorial Day 
 

28 
8:00am  
Men’s Bible  
Study 
10:00am  
Women’s Bible  
Study 
 
 

29 
1:00pm  
Staff Meeting 

30 
 
 
Pastor Dave NOT at 
McDonald’s 

31  


