
 

Business Tagline or Motto  

 

   

Non-profit Org. 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Annandale, MN 

Permit No. 1 331 W Harrison St, Annandale, MN  55302 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH ELCA 
331 West Harrison St. 
Annandale, MN 55302 
Office Phone: 320-274-8827 
Office Fax: 320-274-7283 
 

Precious Gifts Preschool:                    
320-274-9722 
 

Email: info@stjohns-annandale.org  
 

Website: www.stjohns-annandale.org 
 
Office Hours: Mon.- Fri., 8:00am-3:00pm 
 
 

   
 

Sunday Worship  
8:15am—Traditional 
9:30am—Education 

10:30am—Contemporary 
 
 

St. John’s Staff 
 
Dave Nelson, Lead Pastor        
 dnelson@stjohns-annandale.org  
Alex Becker, Pastor             
 abecker@stjohns-annandale.org 
Chrystal Fischer, Office Administrator 
 cfischer@stjohns-annandale.org  
Aleah Edwards, Financial Administrator 
 aedwards@stjohns-annandale.org    
Orma Lou Jacobsma,  Organist  
Becky Unger,  Pianist  
Georgene Gravdal, Custodian   
Kris Bauer, Custodian   
Robin Jacobson, Precious Gifts Director/Teacher            
 robin@jacobsonfarm.com 
Trisha Woods, Precious Gifts Teacher Assistant 
Mark Nelson, Chancel Choir Director    
 music2Xnelson@gmail.com  

Ministry Chairpersons: 
 
Children, Youth & Family 
Emily Combs 
 
Outreach: 
       
Worship and Music: 
                 
Support and Stewardship: 
Tina Honsey 
  
 

ELCA Missionary: 
Terry Jensen 
 

 Sunday School Director: 
Laura Eastling 

 

March 2019 

 

From Pastor Dave… 
 
 

March marks the first birthday of our grandson, Connor.  It has been a joy – a blessing beyond belief 
– to watch him grow this past year.  From a tiny baby to a toddler who is scooting around the floor, 
pulling himself up, and soon will be walking; from a nursing child to a boy exploring the tastes and 
textures of food on a daily basis; from a baby who would just lie there to a little guy who loves to play 
with his toys and smile at the camera… yes, this year has been filled with growth; and it’s only just 
begun.  Every day is a new adventure.  Every day holds the possibility of some new discovery.  It’s  
exciting to watch.  It’s exciting to be a part of his life.   
 

Last month his parents Kayla and Garrett hosted a Super Bowl party – and among their many guests 
were their neighbors from across the street whose daughter is 6 months older than Connor.  She was 
a very  active little girl. And as we watched her, we all suddenly did the math, and realized that               
Connor will be her current age when we all go camping in August.  We immediately envisioned him 
scurrying around the campsites – exploring his surroundings – keeping us all on our toes. Yes, it’s   
exciting to realize all the growth that will continue to take place in Connor’s life. Every day is about 
growing into the person God created Connor to be – and I’m just grateful to be part of the ride! 
 

March this year also marks the beginning of the season of Lent – the season of the church year that 
leads us to the cross of Good Friday, and to the empty tomb of Easter Sunday.  It’s a season in which 
many Christians give up something – for example, eating meat, watching TV, drinking pop or alcohol, 
etc., as a spiritual practice of denial.  And there are certainly benefits of such a practice.  But what if 
we used the season of Lent as a time of intentional growth – of adding a practice that would help us 
grow to be more Christ like?   What if this Lent, you kept a journal and wrote down where you saw 
God at work in your life and in the world?  What if this Lent you set aside time for the reading of 
Scripture – reading through one of the Gospels?  What if this Lent you made time for prayer, for     
silence, for listening for the voice of God?  What if this Lent you made a commitment that as a family 
you would do some kind of service each week – and then you would discuss together how you saw 
Jesus in face of the person or persons you served, and how you were the presence of Jesus in their 
lives?  What if…? Yes, what if we all decided to make this Lenten season a time of intentional growth?  
Too often, as Christians, we get stuck – we coast – we stagnate.  But faith is all about growth – it’s all 
about discovering more and more what it means be to be a child of God, what it means to be a          
follower of Jesus, what it means to live into God’s dream each and every day.  As a pastor, one of the 
great joys of ministry is when I get to see people growing in their faith – when I get to see the light 
come on in people’s eyes when they grasp, in a new way, how much God loves them – when I get to 
see people discovering and using their God-given gifts – when I get to walk with people into a deeper 
awareness of God’s presence in their lives and in our world. In those times – I’m just grateful to be 
part of the ride! 
 

May you all experience a Lenten season filled with growth, 
Pastor Dave 

Sunday & Wednesday Scripture Readings 
March 2—Transfiguration - Matthew 16:24-17:8 
March 6 (Ash Wednesday) —Who is the Greatest? - Matthew 18:1-9 
March 10—Forgiveness - Matthew 18:15-35 
March 17—Laborers in the Vineyard - Matthew 20:1-16 
March 24—Wedding Banquet - Matthew 22:1-14 
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Lutheran Marriage Encounter  

Coming Up 
~ March 3—Spiritual Sunday 
~ March 3 & 10—Preschool taking orders for Butter Braids 
~ March 6—Ash Wednesday (Season of Lent begins) 
~ March 9—First Communion Gathering 
~ March 10—Daylight Savings Begins 
~ April 5-6—SW MN Synod Senior High Gathering 
~ April 13—Annandale Expo 
~ April 14-20—Holy Week 
~ April 21—Easter Sunday 
~ April 24—Food For Kidz 
 

Ash Wednesday Worship 
The season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on March 6.  We will once again 
offer TWO worship opportunities – 5:00pm and 7:00pm.    

Wednesday D-Way and Lenten Worship 
All D-Way youth (Grades 5-9) are expected to attend our midweek Lenten services as part of their                         
confirmation process – we especially hope that you will take this opportunity to worship together as                               
families.  On Ash Wednesday, March 6, you will have TWO choices – we will offer worship at 5pm or 7pm.   
Then beginning on March 13 – and continuing through April 10 – our Lenten worship services will begin at 
7:05pm.  Each week we will ask the D-Way youth to sign in.  Our Lenten worship services are a great time 
for the 7-9th graders to catch up on their sermon notes. 
March 6—Lenten Service Ash Wednesday 
March 13—Lenten Service 
March 20—Lenten Service 
March 27—Lenten Service 
April 3—Lenten Service 
April 10—Lenten Service 
April 17—Holy Week—No D-Way 
April 24—Food For Kidz 

Ash Wednesday Assistants 
We need individuals to assist with the Imposition of Ashes on Ash Wednesday at  
each of our worship services on Wednesday, March 6.  If you are interested and  
willing, please contact the church office or sign up at the Welcome Desk.     

Midweek Lenten Services 
Again this Lenten season we will be gathering for worship on Wednesday evenings (March 13, 20, 27, April 3 
and April 10) at 7:05pm.  We will be using the Holden Evening Prayer liturgy, and once again, we have           
invited individuals from our faith community to share their own stories of how they live out the faith, their 
baptismal calling, in their daily work and lives.    

Lenten Soup Suppers 
Each Wednesday Starting on March 13th through April 10th, there will be a soup supper served from                  
5:30-6:55pm. Service will begin at 7:05, so come and enjoy some delicious soups and support our youth as 
all proceeds go to the Youth Mission Trip. We are also looking for people to sign-up to bring soup and des-
serts. There is a sign up in the gathering space and also on sign-up genius.  

Daylight Savings Begins 
Be sure to “spring ahead” one hour before going to sleep on Saturday, March 9 so that you will be on time 
for worship on the 10! 
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St. John’s Lutheran Church Council Meeting      Date:  2/11/19  Start: 7:00pm    End: 8:30pm 
Present: Mary Iverson, Derek Groth, Steve Miller, Jason Eastling, Linda Dircks, Diane Barkley, Hope Sykora,                  
Patty Behrends, Alyssa Domagala, Parker Kulm, Pastor Alex and Pastor Dave     Absent:  Lonnie Baack, Matt Honsey           

Topic Discussion Action 

Faith Talk: Mary Iverson N/A 
Scripture & 
Prayer Pastor Dave N/A 

Approval of  
Agenda Approved  M/S/P 

Derek/Mary 

Secretary’s 
Report  M/S/P 

Derek/Mary 

Treasurer’s 
Report 

The General Fund had $8,670.46 more in expenses than income during January 2019. Income 
for January tracked at less than budgeted amounts and expenses were more than budgeted 
amounts. This trend needs to be reversed and operations need to reach profitable levels. Let’s 
see if we can return February to profitability.  This is a requirement if we are to fund the 
“Grow Even Stronger” Campaign. 
It was noted that our January expenses were up due to the following: We paid two months 
(December and January) Waste Management bills, we had an “overage” bill for the last few 
months we owned our previous copier (that should have been a 2018 expense), we had a 
$1,300 CYF expense that hadn’t been made last year, and we had a $500 additional bill be-
cause a water faucet was left running in the CYF building—a matter that will be addressed by 
the Property Team. Also included in the added expenses were the cost of our 2019 offering 
envelopes our quarterly insurance bill. 

M/S/P 
Diane/
Alyssa 

Executive  
Committee 
Actions 

Linda shared that updating of our Staff Policies will be finalized on Tuesday, February 19.  N/A 

 
 
 
Pastor Dave’s  
Report 
 
 

*Pastor Dave reported that the necessary background work on each of our three Grow Even 
Stronger goals has begun. Council will monitor our giving. A ministry goal will launch when we 
believe the congregation is ready and willing to support and sustain that ministry financially. 
*Annual Crow River Assembly is scheduled for Sunday, February 17 at Beckville Lutheran in 
rural Litchfield. Up to six voting lay members can attend from St. John’s.  

N/A 
 

 
Pastor Alex’s  
Report 
 
 

*Pastor Alex reported that Family Game Show night was a huge success and plans are to make 
this a yearly event. The facility request forms are going to be redone to make sure that all   
areas of use and need are covered. Also, this will help us better track and schedule events and 
what areas are being used. The coffee bar is completed and the “grand opening” is scheduled 
for February 24. 

N/A 

Old 
Business 

*A motion was made to elect Council Officers/Executive Committee. The following were              
elected: Linda Dircks, President; Diane Barkley, Vice President; Hope Sykora, Secretary;                        
Jason Eastling, At-Large.  
 

M/S/P 
Jason/
Alyssa   

New  
Business 

*A motion was made that we have a Special Offering for Food For Kidz during the month of 
April. 
*The council agreed to set the date for a Council Retreat on Sunday, March 31 following the 
second worship service. 

M/S/P 
Jason/Steve 

 

Upcoming  
Agenda  N/A 

Council  
Reminders SIGN UP FOR OFFERING DUTY N/A 

Adjournment Motion to Adjourn at 8:30pm M/S/P 
Mary/Derek 

Prayer Pastor Dave  N/A 
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Report 

 Monthly Income Monthly Expense General Fund Balance  

 

General Fund 
 

January  
2019 

$31,942.09 $40,612.55 $34,169.73  

 
Monthly 
Average 

2018  
$37,137.60 $38,165.40   

Building Fund    Monthly Mortgage   

  $9,599.55 $9,966.59 $25,409.92  

Precious Gifts 
Preschool    

 PG Expense PG Balance 
 

  $260.00 $1,932.11 $9,790.59  

Notes: 
 

1.      The General Fund had $8,670.46 more in income than expenses during January, 2019. Income for January tracked at less than 
budgeted amounts and expenses were more than budgeted amounts. This trend needs to reversed and operations need to reach 
profitable levels. Let’s see if we can return February to profitability. This is a requirement if we are to fund the “Grow Even Stronger” 
Campaign. 

2. We maintain a positive balance, our next mortgage payment will be $9,587.00 
3. Precious Gifts Preschool Fund balance is positive, but declined during January, 2018.  

Remember our mission at St. John’s is supported by your talents and generous gifts. THANK YOU!  
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Communion Service At Annandale Care Center 
Our monthly service of Holy Communion will be March 1 at 1:30pm.  While this worship service is             
intended for St. John’s members who are residents at the Care Center and Centennial Villa apartments, 
it is open to all residents, family and friends.   
Pastor Dave is also scheduled to lead Sunday worship at the Care Center on Sunday, May 10. 

In Need Of Prayer 
People at St. John’s are ready to pray for and with you --- in times of joy, and in times of need.  To activate 
this prayer ministry please contact the church office.  Only the information you choose to share will be 
passed on to the Prayer Ministry participants.  Please understand that if you are calling on behalf of            
another person, in order to respect the right of privacy, and for the sake of confidentiality, you must have     
that individual’s permission before we can activate the prayer ministry and pray for them by name.   

Pastoral Visits 
Please call the church office and let us know if you desire a pastoral visit – especially if you are going to 
be hospitalized.  If it is an emergency, feel free to call Pastor Dave at home.    

Endowment Committee News 
Have you included the St. John’s Endowment in your estate plan? There is a variety of  options 
available to you. To learn about the many ways to make a planned gift, please contact the                    
InFaith Community Foundation at 800-365-4172 (where our St. John’s Endowment is held) and 
they would be happy to explain them to you. 
 

Gifts and memorials given to our Endowment Fund help us to enhance our mission and outreach as a                 
congregation. Please know that we are grateful for each and every gift given to the St. John’s Endowment – 
no matter the size – whether it’s through your estate or as a gift in memory or in honor of someone.  Such 
gifts allow us to support worthwhile ministries within and beyond our congregation. 
 

 

Giving away an appreciated asset—Stewardship For All Seasons 
Most Americans make their contribution to charity by writing checks or even setting up automatic          
payments from checking accounts or through credit cards.  St. John’s is happy to receive your gifts                
however you choose to make them.  
If you have any appreciated stock or mutual funds, you can likely benefit tremendously by gifting the 
appreciated asset directly to the church. As a church, we do not pay capital gains taxes. You the donor, 
get the opportunity to deduct the value of the stock on the date you give it to the church if you are able 
to itemize your deductions. 
Of course, you should check with your tax advisor to discuss your personal situation to determine if this 
scenario works for you. 
We are able to receive your stock gifts here at the church. Contact St. John’s how to transfer the stock 
directly to the church (Unless your giving away a capital loss, you should likely not sell the stock yourself. 
Instead it should be transferred from your account directly to the church account.) 
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Coffee & Conversation 
In January from 3:00-4:30pm you’ll find Pastor Dave at McDonald’s on Thursdays. He is looking forward                   
to conversation with anyone who wants to stop by.  You may wish to check with the church office on                    
Thursdays to see if he is unable to be there because of a funeral or other responsibility. He enjoys                    
visiting about church, life in general, or whatever is on your mind.   

From Pastor Alex—Coffee Bar Changes 

 As most of you have seen, there have been a few different changes/additions to the gathering 
space. With the addition of the furniture, fresh paint and new coffee bar we look into the future with a              
renewed focus on how we welcome guests, members and everyone in between. These additions certainly 
bring about some changes, which can be different, uncomfortable and at times even frustrating. I ask that 
you come into St. John’s with an open mind on how these additions can help each of us grow in community 
and fellowship with one another. Think about how these additions can spark joy in others, how they can be 
welcoming to guests and how they can engage a multitude of generations.  
           With these new changes to how we serve coffee, please note a few changes to the way we serve and 
provide treats. First, we will no longer ask members to provide treats, instead we will ask that those same 
people pick up the donuts that have been ordered each Sunday from Market Place. Second,  servers will 
not see a ton of difference, expect for where the coffee and treats are served. The hospitality team is in the 
process of writing up instructions for what to do, and note that the team plans to be there each week,  
helping for the first month or so. Please do not hesitate to ask questions, and bring about conversation.  
 Certainly there will be some bumps along the way. As the hospitality team reviews and evaluates 
these changes, we certainly welcome constructive, encouraging feedback. Thank you for your willingness to       
embrace these changes and live into the way God is at work at St. John’s.   

Congregation Camping Trip—June 7-9 
Any campers out there? Tent? RV? Pop-up camper? All are welcome at our first 
Congregational camping trip to Bunker Hills Campground. We will have meals  
together, play games together, worship together on Sunday and partake in the 
Water Park activities and much more. We’ve booked nine camp sites that range 
from 30 amp to 50, as well as a group camp site for tent campers. We hope you’ll 
join us. Sign-ups will go up in March. Be sure to get it on your calendar. Not a 
camper? No worries, join the rest of the group on Saturday for a day in the Sun at 
Bunker Hills Wave Pool. Cost, and other specific information will come out with 
the sign-ups towards the end of March.  

Developing Spiritual Intelligence—7th Annual Faith Conference  
Saturday, April 27, 2019 at Christ Chapel—Gustavus Adolphus College 
For more information go to gustavus.edu/faithconference 
 

Life Group—“The Gifts of Imperfection” by Brene Brown 
We will start meeting on Monday, March 11 at 7:00pm at Judy Seaberg’s home.    
541 Morrison in Southbrook 
Please sign up at the Welcome Desk in the Gathering Area. You can also email Judy at jseaberg40@gmail.com 
or contact the church office.  The book is available on Amazon or at Barnes and Noble.  Once you have the 
book, please read through page 21 before our first meeting. 
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                                            A Prayer For March 
                                               

Loving God, the season of Lent puts me in a contemplative mood as I think of the great sacrifice of your 
Son dying on the cross for my sins.  On Ash Wednesday I will be confronted with my mortality and my            
inability to save myself: “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”   Then for the rest of 
the Wednesday nights in Lent, I will join in singing the words of the Holden Evening Prayer service:  “May 
God, Creator, bless us and keep us, may Christ be ever light for our lives, may the Spirit of Love be our 
guide and path, for all of our days.”  
 

Faithful God, I am thankful for Lent as time of reflection and renewal and look forward to the promise of 
Easter joy in the resurrection and new life.  I pray in the name of the risen Christ.  Amen.      

Sound and Slide Projection 
We are in need of more volunteers to run the slides and sound for worship.  If you have an interest or 
know of someone who would be interested, please let Pastor Alex know.  No experience is required;    
we will teach people how to do both.  

Scheduling Events  
If you are scheduling an event here at St. John’s or if your Ministry Team changes the date of their 
meeting, please be sure to clear it with Chrystal in the office so that we can make sure that we are not 
double-scheduling our space.  Thanks! 
 
 

Newsletter Deadline 
Items for the April newsletter are due by March 14.  Early submissions are greatly appreciated! 
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Contemporary Worship 
Do you play an instrument? Piano, guitar, saxophone, violin, cello...TUBA?  We would love to have you                 
join the contemporary worship team.  If interested, contact Pastor Alex or stop in on Sunday. 

Time & Talent 
Thank you to everyone who filled out the Time & Talent surveys.  We are always looking for more help. 
If you haven’t had a chance to fill one out, they are still in the Gathering Area and on our website.   

ML 

Gathered In Christ...Scattered To Serve 
Our wonderful church space serves several groups in our community. It is just one example of how St. 
John’s is able to do outreach. It is because of your commitment to the capital campaign and how we               
continue to make this church a welcoming place for all. 

“My name is Dyna Winters, I am the service unit manager for Annandale Girl Scouts. I would 
have to say it is a blessing that St. John’s allows us to use the church building for troops to 
meet. This gives our troops space to work through their badge work. It’s also been a great 
area for our service unit events. 
 

Capital Campaign 
Linda Dircks 

Joyful Jar 
The Joyful Jar has been a great addition to our worship life here at St. John’s. It has been so much fun 
watching the young ones of our congregation bring forward the gifts of so many people. Thank you to all 
who continually give and flag down young people to give them something to put in the jar. It is teaching 
some amazing things about giving. Not only are our young people and adults being impacted, but also the 
organizations that receive the gifts at the end of each month. Here is a list of what organizations have  
received support from the Joyful Jar so far, and those that will in the coming months.  
 

October: Angel Fund (School Lunch Support) - $509.64         April: Food For Kidz 
November: Share Your Christmas - $401.88              May: Summer Camp Scholarships 
December: Annandale Food Shelf - $361.21    June: Companion Synod 
January: AES Nurses Fund - $361.21    July: Youth Activity Fees 
February: Youth First - $318.39    August: AES Backpack Program 
March: Sunset Ridge 
  

Sunday School 
We will be wrapping up our current study, Women of the Bible, soon. Our preschool friends will be 
finishing up Jonah and the Big Fish. Mid-March we will all begin our final unit of the school year:       
Easter! Please not, there will not be Sunday School March 17th or 24th. 

JOLT (Joy of Learning Together) 
In March, we will continue our series entitled: Faith Out Loud: Talking About What Matters Most   
This video series offers hope for us tongue-tied Christians to identify the fact that we all have a faith story 
and we all have words for our experience of God.  It’s been exciting to see how our the brief  video clips have 
sparked memories and stories within those participating in the class.  Every week is a stand-alone topic – so 
if you haven’t participated, or you’ve missed a week or two, don’t worry – you will not feel lost or out of 
place. 
March 3 -  “A time when God felt absent” 
March 10 - “How God makes a difference in your daily life” 
March 17 -  “An idea of God that you find meaningful” 
March 24 – “A time of suffering in which God made a difference.” 
March 31 -  “A person who made a difference in your faith” 
You are invited to join us each Sunday at 9:30am in the Library – All Are Welcome! 

Precious Gifts Pebbles 
We all enjoyed our annual Valentine tea party. We learned how to be a host/hostess, we modeled  
good table manners and of course because of God and Jesus we know love. We spent time on                 
different kids of love— family, friends, pets, etc. We talked about what love looks like and how to see 
love in our daily living. This is a favorite topic for the preschoolers! 
 

Upcoming Events:  March 3 & 10  Butter Braid Sales between worship services 
    March 6  Field Trip to see the Good Night Moon play in St. Cloud 
    March 11  Fundraiser at Pizza Ranch *read details below 
    April 14  Butter Braids delivered 
    April 22  Grandparents Day 
 

*Precious gifts is having a Community Impact Night (fundraiser) at Pizza Ranch in Monticello on March 11 from 
5:00pm to 8:00pm.  
 
 
 

Youth Group 
Youth Group for all 8-12th grade youth. Join us from 7:45-9:00pm each Wednesday in the Youth 
Room. Come for a time of games, discussion, laughter, fun, and food. Friends are always invited. 
Can’t wait to see you all there! 

Upcoming Events/Games 
Do you have any games, events or other happenings that you’d like to see Pastor Alex attend?  Send 
him your sports schedule or the date of your events and he will try to attend. 



CYF Upcoming Events 
(Children, Youth, and Family) 

First Communion Gathering 
Youth who are preparing for their First Communion, and their parents, will gather on Saturday, 
March 9 from 9am to 11am. Among other things that morning, they will be making unleavened 
bread and learning the story behind both Passover and the Institution of Holy Communion.  We 
will then be using that bread on Sunday, March 10.  For some of the youth, March 10 will be their 
First Communion, for others, it will be another Sunday when extended family and friends can join in              
celebrating this stepping stone in their journey of faith.  Please keep in your prayers all those who 
will be joining us at the table.  If you have any questions, please contact the church office. 

Sr .High Gathering—April 5-6 
All 9-12 grade youth are invited to attend the Southwest Minnesota Senior High Youth Gathering at 
Lake Geneva Christian Center in Alexandria, MN. The theme this year is “Walk Humbly,” based on                   
Micah 6:8 “Do justice, love mercy and walk humbly with your God.” Join us for an outstanding                       
gathering that includes Band and Speaker: AGAPE with special guest, Joe Davis and The SW MN Synod 
Youth Band. Nightlife will include an exceptional variety of options including open gym, bonfire, music, 
games, etc. The Spirit Garage is a relaxing place for peace and prayer. Small group sessions led by 
trained youth to help dig deeper into the theme, service learning opportunities. The gathering will                  
include lively worship, dancing, singing, fun, faith and relationship building. Sign up at the welcome desk 
today. Cost: $110 (scholarships are available) We are also in need of adult leaders to attend the event. 
If you are interested, please sign up as well. Last day to signup is March 17. 

VBS 2019—ROAR! Life is wild. God is good. 
Be sure to mark your calendars for July 28th - August 1st! We invite you to ROAR with us as we                       
discover how God is good in our wild lives! We have a very fun theme with wonderful songs and                 
activities planned. Registration for volunteers and participants will open in the beginning of May. Just a 
reminder that ALL children are welcome at St. John's VBS, whether they are members or not, due to 
the generosity of our church members. Feel free to invite your friends and/or family to join you in the 
fun! Join our Facebook group called “St. John’s VBS” and be on the lookout for more information in 
the months to come.  

Summer BWCA Trip—July 21-27 
Attention all 8th-12th grade youth. Sign up today for our summer trip.                                                               
We are heading to the Boundary Waters Canoe area for an amazing week where you will enjoy the 
beauty and serenity of the North Woods, grow deeper in your faith, develop an appreciation of 
God's natural world, establish meaningful relationships, and learn more about yourself. Not only will 
you spend time in the Boundary Waters, you will get a chance to go rock climbing, hiking, day trips,                    
campfires, berry picking, and so much more. This  week will be full of new                                                      
experiences and is guaranteed to be rewarding, exciting, beautiful, enriching,                                                  
adventurous, and refreshing. Sign up today at the Welcome Desk. Space is                                                     
limited. Cost: $650 (fundraising opportunities available)  

Upcoming CYF Events—Mark Your Calendars 
-Sr. High Synod Youth Gathering—April 5-6 
-Palm Sunday Pancake Breakfast—April 14 
-Good Friday Day Camp—April 19 from 9:00am-1:00pm 
-6-12th Grade Lock-Out—May 3-4 
-3-6th Grade Lock-In—May 17 
-Family Camping at Bunker Hills Water Park—June 7-9 
-Senior High Summer Trip-Boundary Waters—July 21-27 
-VBS—July 28-Aug 1 
 

     Many Thanks 
     ~ To all who attended the Annual Meeting. 
     ~ To all of our newly elected leaders. 
     ~ To all who generously gave on Souper Bowl of Caring Sunday—$584   
        was raised for the Annandale Food Shelf.  
     ~ To our faithful show shoveling teams who have really had a workout  
         this year.   
     ~ To Mary Iverson and Arlene Sands who provided the program for  
         the 55+ event. 
     ~ To Mark and Ardis Nelson and Becky Unger for leading us in the  
        “Healing of the Nations” song/prayer. 
     ~ To our D-Way Small Groups and guides who are serving as ushers  
         for our Wednesday evening worship  
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Community Events 

In Case of Inclement Weather    
When the weather is questionable, and we have something scheduled at church, we will: 
1)   Put an announcement on our voice mail indicating whether events are still on or are cancelled,  
2) Put an announcement on the website at www.stjohns-annandale.org indicating whether events are 

on or are cancelled, and   
3) If an event is cancelled, we will also notify the following radio/television stations:  KRWC Buffalo 

(1360AM), KTIS Minneapolis (98.5FM)-(broadcast on webpage), and WCCO (830AM) (broadcast on 
webpage).   

4) Post it on Facebook. 
In all cases, please make wise and safe choices. 

 
Diamonds Are A Girl’s Best Friend—Annandale Christian Women’s Club 
March 14 at 9:30am here at St. John’s Church—Cost $9 
Special Feature:  Miller Jewelry, Annandale; Jim Miller 
Music:  Yvonne Rammel, flutist 
Speaker: Marjo Keller, Breckenridge, MN “Not Yet” 

My thanks go out to all of you at St. John’s for the comfort that your love and prayers have given me 
and my family since Pam’s death. It has truly been a blessing to feel that solid support each day.  Now 
may God bless you in return.  Bev Sorensen and Family 

 
Crow River Conference Women Of The ELCA Spring Gathering 
Date: Saturday, April 27, 2019  
Place: Trinity Lutheran, Grove City 
Time: Registration will begin at 8:00am; meal at 8:30am; program will begin at 9:30am.  
Registration: $10, due by April 17.   
                         Send to: Nan Crary 
                                         1137 Fairway Ave. N 
                                         Hutchinson, MN 55350 
Make checks payable to WOMEN OF THE ELCA 
Offerings: 1/2 to SWMN Synod; 1/2 to CARE (Community Answers for Reaching the Elderly) 
In-Kind Offering: LWR School Kits—Please see the church office for a list of supplies needed.  
 
 
 

 
SYNOD Convention 
Friday & Saturday, May 3 & 4, 2019 at First Lutheran Church in Marshall, MN 
LINK TO “THE COMMUNICATOR” is available on the MN Women of the ELCA website. 
 
 

 
Annandale Christian Women’s Club—Annual Guest Night 
HOW DO YOU LIKE YOUR BBQ RIBS? 
Thursday Evening, APRIL 11, 2019 here at St. John’s Church—Cost $14 
6:30pm Punch; 7:00 Dinner & Program 
Special Feature:  John & Kristy BIGALK—Award Winning Barbeque Ribs 
Music:  Cullen Curtis, Maple Lake, MN  
Speaker: Beverly & Dennis Swanson, Lincoln, NE “Life is a Journey: Have Map, GPS, Will Travel” 
Registration is due by April 4.  Please watch the church bulletin board for registration forms. 



 
 

  
 

 

 

  

 
 

    Tommy Halverson 
Gavin Wang 

  A: Mike Miller 
V: 

 
 

  Mary Iverson Emma McGinnis   A: 
V: Emily Combs 

 
 

    Tommy Halverson 
Charles Seaberg 

  A: 
V: Jake Seaberg 

 
 

  Peggy Bodell Nathan Klatt 
Brock Elston 

  A: 
V: 

 
 

    Weston Miller   A: Jim Hallstrom 
V: Emma Jarvis 

 
 

  Mary Iverson Isabella O’Brien   A: 
V: Emily Combs 

 
 

    Bryn Fahey 
Avery Seagraves 

  A: 
V: Jake Seaberg 

 
 

  Peggy Bodell Charlie Seaberg 
Julia Segner 

  A: 
V: 

 
 

Linda Dietz   Isabella O’Brien   A: Jim Hallstrom 
V: Emma Jarvis 

 
 

  Mary Iverson Avery Seagraves   A: 
V: Emily Combs 

           

 

Ushers 
 

8:15 Service 
Paul & Mary Iverson, Mike Sweeney 

Matt, Tina, Olivia & Brett Honsey 
 

10:30 Service 
Krista & Sandy Grossinger 
Drew & Donna Jacobson 

Sally Mozingo 
 

 

Altar Guild 
 

Janelle  
Nilson 

 
 

Amy  
Hegge 

 

WELCA Circles: 
 
 

Sarah Circle:    
Tuesday, March 19, 7:00pm 
Hostess: Mary Holmgren 
Bible Study Leader: Karen 

Rachel Circle:   
 Wednesday, March 13, 9:30am 

Hostess: Bev Sorensen 
Bible Study Leader: Pat Sanderson 

Ruth Circle:  
 Monday, March 11, 2:00pm 
 Hostess: Mary Iverson 
  
   
  

March 2019 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 
 
 
1:30pm 
Care Center  
Communion 
 
 

2  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3  Spiritual Sunday 
8:15am  
Traditional Worship 
w/Communion 
9:30am  
Sunday School  
9:30am  
JOLT 
10:30am  
Contemporary 
Worship 
w/Communion 
 
5:30pm  
Cub Scouts-Den 4 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00pm 
Boy Scouts 
 

5  
8:00am  
Men’s Bible 
Study . 
10:00am  
Women’s Bible  
Study 
 
7:00pm  
Exec Committee 
Meeting 
 
 
 

6  Ash Wednesday 
 
12:30am  
Staff Meeting 
 
5:00pm  
Worship  
w/Communion 
7:05pm  
Worship 
w/Communion 
 
7:30pm  
AA Mtg—Ed Bldg 
7:45pm  
Youth Group 

7   
 
9:30am  
Annandale 
Improvement Club 
3:00—4:30pm 
Pastor Dave at 
McDonald’s 
6:00pm 
Worship Band  
 

8 
 
 
 
 
 

9 
 
9:00-11:00am 
First  
Communion  
Gathering 
 
 
 
Daylight Savings—
Spring Ahead for 
tomorrow 

10 
8:15am  
Traditional Worship 
w/Communion 
9:30am  
Sunday School  
9:30am  
JOLT 
10:30am  
Contemporary 
Worship 
w/Communion 
1:30pm  
Care Center  
Worship 

11 
 
9:30am  
Hands For Hope 
 
 
 
 
6:00pm 
Boy Scouts 

12 
8:00am  
Men’s Bible  
Study 
10:00am  
Women’s Bible  
Study 
1:30pm  
SAS Meeting at 
St. John’s 
5:30pm  
Worship & Music 
Meeting 
7:00pm  
Exec Committee 

13 
1:00pm  
Staff Meeting 
 
5:30pm 
Soup Supper 
 
7:05pm  
Worship 
 
7:30pm  
AA Mtg—Ed Bldg 
7:45pm  
Youth Group 

14    
9:30am  
Annandale 
Christian Women 
10:00am  
Newsletter Deadline 
3:00—4:30pm 
Pastor Dave at 
McDonald’s 
6:00pm 
Worship Band  
 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

16 
 
 

17 
8:15am  
Traditional Worship 
9:30am  
Sunday School  
9:30am  
JOLT 
10:30am  
Contemporary 
Worship  
baptism 
5:30pm  
Cub Scouts-Den 4 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00pm 
Boy Scouts 
 
 
 
  

19 
8:00am  
Men’s Bible  
Study 
10:00am  
Women’s Bible  
Study 
 
 
 

20 
1:00pm  
Staff Meeting 
 
5:30pm 
Soup Supper 
 
7:05pm  
Worship 
7:30pm  
AA Mtg—Ed Bldg 
7:45pm  
Youth Group 

21 
9:30am  
Annandale 
Christian Women 
Board Mtg 
 
 
3:00—4:30pm 
Pastor Dave at 
McDonald’s 
6:00pm 
Worship Band  
Practice 

22 23 
 

24 
8:15am  
Traditional Worship 
w/Communion 
9:30am  
Sunday School  
9:30am  
JOLT 
10:30am  
Contemporary 
Worship 
w/Communion 

25 
9:30am  
Hands For Hope 

26 
8:00am  
Men’s Bible  
Study 
10:00am  
Women’s Bible  
Study 
 
 
5:00pm  
Property Meeting 

27 
1:00pm  
Staff Meeting 
 
5:30pm 
Soup Supper 
 
7:05pm  
Worship 
7:30pm  
AA Mtg—Ed Bldg 
7:45pm  
Youth Group 

28  VBS FUN SHOP 
 
1:00pm 
Writing Group 
 
3:00—4:30pm 
Pastor Dave at 
McDonald’s 
 
6:00pm 
Worship Band  
Practice 

29 VBS FUN SHOP 30VBS FUN SHOP 

31 
8:15am  
Traditional Worship 
9:30am  
Sunday School  
9:30am  
JOLT 
10:30am  
Contemporary 
Worship / baptism 
Council  
Retreat 
5:30pm  
Cub Scouts-Den 4 

      


