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A Message from Pastor Dave… 
 
Dear Church, 
This month marks the birthdays of our two grandchildren – Owen will turn one years old, and Connor will turn three years old. This 
month also marks the anniversary of the beginning of COVID-19 restrictions, and that it has been a year since Diane and I have 
been able to see our grandsons in person: to hold them, to have them sit on our laps and read to them, to tickle them, to get down on 
the floor and play with them, to give their parents a date night as we watch their sons for them. Yes, it’s one of the things we have 
lost this year – among so many losses. Certainly, those who have lost loved ones to COVID have experienced a greater loss – but 
each and every loss has been significant and I fear that we all carry significant loss in our lives – so much so, that we probably all 
have become rather numb. 
 
I have shared with many people that I am concerned about the amount of grief we as a people, collectively, have been carrying this 
past year – and that we haven’t had the traditional means to deal with those losses. We haven’t been able to gather together for 
funerals (except small “family only” services or outdoor services at a cemetery). In many cases, we are waiting for the time when we 
can gather, as we’ve done before, for a memorial service and a luncheon where we can hear stories of our loved one, feel the touch 
of hugs and tears, and know the presence of God through the loving presence of others. 
 
There are so many other losses we have collectively experienced: the loss of jobs, the loss of businesses, the loss of having to 
cancel or postpone significant events, the loss of community (especially for those who live alone), the loss of being able to gather for 
celebrations (e.g., Thanksgiving and Christmas); the list goes on and on. 
 
I am grateful that President Biden has offered some opportunities for the nation to begin the grieving process – but such events are 
only a beginning; we have a lot of healing to do. I am especially concerned about our frontline and healthcare workers who have 
witnessed so much death and suffering this past year and who have lived in constant fear of getting sick themselves, or bringing the 
virus home to their loved ones. They will need our love and support in the days ahead. 
 
So, I encourage you - as we mark the one year anniversary of this pandemic - to look deeply at your own life and to name the losses 
that you have experienced this year – that you are grieving.  In so doing, let’s recognize that we are all carrying grief, so let’s be kind 
to ourselves and to each other. Grief needs to be expressed, it needs to be acknowledged – or else grief will be stuffed inside of us 
and come out in unhealthy ways: illness, anger, depression, etc. 
 
As Christians, we know that we are never alone – especially in our grief – but rather, we have a Savior who knew pain and loss and 
who is always with us. Thus, in the words of the apostle Paul to the Church at Thessalonica, “We grieve, but we do not grieve as 
those who have no hope. We grieve knowing we are not alone in our grief, we grieve knowing that that the One who is with us, who 
holds us in love, is the very One who overcame death and the grave.” 
 
I am anxious for the time when we can all feel safe to gather together again, and we can help carry each other’s grief and be a 
healing presence to one another. I am anxious to be the hands and feet of Christ for you, and for you to be the hands and feet of 
Christ for me; and together, for us to be the hands and feet of Christ for a world that carries a lot of grief. 
 
Your Servant in Christ, 
Pastor Dave 
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Sunday Scripture Readings 
March 7th – Luke 15:1-32 
March 14th – Luke 16:19-31 
March 21st – Luke 18:31-19:10 
March 28th  (Palm/Passion Sunday) – Luke 19:29-44 
 
In-Person Worship/Live Streaming 

We are now worshipping together – whether you are in the sanctuary or watching online from home – at 9:00am each Sunday morning.  
Online Zoom Fellowship and in-person sunday school both begin at 10:00am. 
Lenten Worship 
Each Wednesday during the season of Lent we will gather either in person or online at 6:30pm for the Holden Evening Prayer. We will 
once again be privileged to hear individuals from our congregation reflect upon how they live out their baptismal callings in their day to 
day lives. This year’s speakers include: 
February 24th – Eva McClelland 
March 3rd – Carter Diers   
March 10th – Lori Hausken 
March 17th – Alyssa Domogala 
March 24th – Jeremy Romness 
Palm/Passion Sunday                                                                                                    
Holy Week begins March 28th with our observance of Palm/Passion Sunday. Palms will be available the Wednesday prior (for those 
worshipping online), or on Palm Sunday for those worshipping in person. 

Zoom Conversation with the Pastors and St. John’s Friends 
We, as pastors, invite you to join us, and other St. John’s friends, on Zoom. We are enjoying these times of 
conversation. It has been fun to gather together, to see each other’s faces, and to share some laughs. We will share the 
Zoom meeting invite link through Email blasts and we invite you to join us.               
 Pastor Dave will host on Wednesday nights from 8:00-9:00pm 
 Pastors will host Sunday morning Fellowship at 10:00am  

Wednesday Offering Drop-Off/Communion Elements Pickup 
Each Wednesday between 4:30pm and 5:30pm individuals can drop their weekly offerings at the church. One of the pastors will be there 
to greet you. Also, in the month of March, on March 10th, 24th and 31st  you will be able to pick up pre-packaged Communion Elements for 
the following Sunday’s online service. 
Sanctuary Open for Prayer and Meditation 
Each Wednesday, between 4:30pm and 5:30pm the sanctuary will be open for those who would like to spend some time in the sanctuary 
for prayer and reflection. We simply ask that you wear a mask and practice physical distancing. 
Church Office 
The church office continues to be closed for drop-in visits, and not all staff are working on site; but beginning January 1st both Andrea and 
Aleah will resume their normal work hours.     
            Andrea: Monday and Friday from 7:00am-3:00pm; Tuesday through Thursday from  8:00am-3:00pm 
            Aleah: Monday through Friday from 9:00am-3:00pm 
We continue to ask that if people need to speak with any member of the staff that they call ahead and make an appointment.  
We want to limit the number of people who are in the main office at any given moment. Staff and any visitors will be asked to wear a 
mask when they are in the main office area, or inside the church building. Staff members who are in their offices (with their doors closed) 
will be able to remove their masks. Staff members will meet with individuals, as needed, either in the Library, the Gathering area, or the 
Fellowship Hall, as needed. 
Again, in all of our actions, our top priority has been to protect the health and well-being of the members and guests of St. John’s. We 
hope that people will understand that our cautioned response is based on love for our neighbor, grounded in the advice of health care 
workers, and based on the fact that there still remain too many unknowns regarding the virus.   .   
Our COVID Preparedness Plan calls for the following steps to be taken once the office is reopened: 

Limit the number of people in the office to maintain physical distancing. 
Members and friends wishing to meet/see staff will need to make an appointment 
before coming to the church. All will be encouraged to meet in the Fellowship Hall, Gathering Space,  
or Library instead of the Individual offices to allow for physical distancing. 

v 

Endowment Committee News 
Each year we are able to provide helpful support to congregational, local and church wide ministries thanks to the 
generosity of those who have given gifts to our Endowment Fund.   A gift to our Endowment Fund truly IS a gift that 
keeps on giving. 
Have you included the St. John’s Endowment in your estate plan?  There are a variety of options available to you. To 
learn about the many ways to make a planned gift, please contact the InFaith Community Foundation at                  
800-365-4172 (where our St. John’s Endowment is held) and they would be happy to explain them to you. 
 
Gifts and memorials are also another way you can support our Endowment Fund.   Please know that we are grateful for each and every 
gift given to the St. John’s Endowment – no matter the size – whether it’s through your estate or as a gift in memory or in honor of some-
one. 
Needed: Money Counters 
We are in need of individuals who are comfortable coming into the church building and who would be willing to serve  
on a Money Counting Team. All Counters are subject to a background check. Time Required: Approximately 2 hours a week.  
Counters will: 
1. Attend a training and be teamed with a trained counter. 
2. Count offerings as part of a two-person team. Husbands and wives cannot serve on the same team without a third team member. 
3. Count Sunday offering from the worship service(s) and any other money received during that week. 
4. Make sure that amounts are properly recorded according to the process that will be outlined during the training. 
5. Prepare bank deposit slips and take the deposit to the bank. 
 
Teams usually count in 1 month blocks, covering 1-2 months per year.   
During this time of COVID Aleah is willing to be flexible as needed as to when money is counted. 
Please contact the Church Office if you are willing to be part of the process. 

Treasurer's Report 
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
1. The General Fund had $6,987.47 more in expenses than income during January, 2021.   
2. We maintain a positive balance in the Building Fund. Mortgage payments are $9,587 monthly; the interest rate is 4.5%. Loan 

matures 02-01-22.  
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  Monthly Income  Monthly Expenses  Balance 
General Fund, January 2021  $29,865.99  $36,853.46  $19,452.49 
General Fund, 2020 Monthly Avg.  36,164.91  32,453.20   
       
Building Fund, January 2021  $ 4,418.91  $ 9,612.19  $25,792.38 



v 

St. John’s Lutheran Church Council “Zoom” Meeting Minutes  
Date: February 15, 2021   Start: 7:00 pm    End: 8:50 pm 
Approved:  
Present: Linda Dircks, Hope Sykora, Jim Marsh, Ken Schumacher, Patty Fasching, Patty Behrends, Carter Diers, Nathan Woodford, 
Eva McClelland, Dan Berg, Pastor Alex, and Pastor Dave 
Others Present: Molly Merrill 
Absent: Jason Eastling, Alyssa Domagala 
Call to order – Linda Dircks called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.  

Check-In – Council member introductions and welcome to new members Nathan Woodford and Eva McClelland 
Scripture and Prayer – Pastor Dave  
Approval of Agenda – Motion to approve the agenda as presented MSP; Carter Diers, Jim Marsh 
Secretary’s Report – Motion to approve the January Council Minutes with the correction of Dan Berg being absent. MSP; Ken 

Schumacher, Patty Behrends 
Review Minutes of Annual Meeting :  
Treasurer’s Report – Motion to approve the January Financial Reports as presented. MSP; Carter Diers, Ken Schumacher 
Executive Committee 
Pastor Annual Reviews were completed at the February Executive Meeting 
Pastor Alex’s paternity leave was discussed and approved.  
Pastor Dave’s Report 
Retirement - Orma Lou Jacobsma, organist. A reception or celebration of her service will be scheduled for a later date.   
Crow River Conference Assembly will be held via Zoom on Sunday, February 28th at 2:00 pm. Ardis Nelson has agreed to be a 

nominee for the conference chairperson.    
Southwest Minnesota Assembly will be a virtual assembly on June 11th and 12th, 2021. Will be electing a new synodical Bishop.    
Thank you from Pastor Dave and Diane for the prayers, cards, memorials, and kind words for the unexpected death of Diane’s 

younger brother, and then more recently, the death of her father.   
October 5th, 2021 marks 135 years of ministry for St. John’s.    
Pastor Alex’s Report 
Internet Concerns: The internet was updated in the Education Building, however, there are still issues.  Recommendations are that 

we update our routers/access points. The estimated cost for each building would be $444.00 for the Education Building and then 
approximately $607.00 for the Main Church Building (total of $1,051.00). Pastor Alex will move forward and get an exact quote 
from our current IT company and a second quote from another company.   

Upcoming Tech Team Training February 24th at 6:00pm to learn more about the camera system/live streaming.   
Old Business 
Moving Forward Update 
Plan to have in-person and live-streamed services each Wednesday of Lent.  Speakers have been scheduled for each week.   
Strategic Plan Vision Team Update 
The team has met with the ministry teams for their input.   
Capital Campaign Update 
Safety Plan Update 
New first aid kits have been ordered and will be installed. 
The safety plan will be finalized at the next meeting and will be presented at the March Council Meeting.  
Security Camera System - Pastor Alex presented some options.   
January Stewardship Update 
New Business 
Motion to appoint Dan Berg to a 1-year term on Church Council. MSP; Patty Fasching, Carter Diers 
Motion to elect the following officers to the Executive Council: President - Ken Schumacher; Vice President - Carter Diers; Secretary 

- Hope Sykora. MSP; Dan Berg,Patty Fasching 
Motion to appoint Jim Marsh and Patty Fasching as members at large. MSP; Carter Diers, Ken Schumacher 
Money Counters needed.   Asking Council members to reach out for volunteers or to volunteer themselves.   
Ministries Update 
Upcoming Agenda Items  
Adjournment Motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:50 pm. MSP Ken Schumacher, Dan Berg 
Announcements 
Closing: Lord’s Prayer 
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2021 – 135th Anniversary of St. John’s 
This year marks our 135th year of ministry here in the Annandale area.   
We give thanks for God’s faithfulness throughout those many years, and we  
look forward to celebrating this important milestone together in the coming year.  
Sacraments 
In regards to Baptisms, we invite you to contact the church office, and we will be glad to visit with you 
about the options that are available, according to the guidelines of the Health Department. 
We will be offering Holy Communion both in-person and “virtually” on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each 
month. Those communing online will need to provide their own elements (e.g., wine or grape juice and 
bread) or you are invited to pick up elements at the church on the Wednesdays prior between 4:30pm 

Stewardship 2021 
Thank you to all who have returned their “estimate of giving” cards for 2021. If you haven’t yet returned yours, please do so as soon 
as possible. Everyone should have received an “estimate of giving” card in the mail the last week of January. If you didn’t receive one, 
or misplaced yours, please contact the church office.   
Southwest Minnesota Assembly   
This year’s assembly is scheduled for the afternoon of June 6th and June 11th and 12th. It will be held virtually. We can have up to six 
voting members in addition to Pastor Dave and Pastor Alex. This year will be especially exciting as we elect a new synodical bishop.  
Pastor Jon Anderson, who has served three terms as our bishop, has chosen not to be a nominee this year, and will complete his 
term as bishop at the end of August. Please let the church office know if you are interested in serving as a voting member. 
Easter Flowers 
If you would like to help decorate the church for Easter Sunday by purchasing a flowering plant, please use the order form below.  
Orders will be taken until Friday, March 12th.  
Flowers can be picked up after worship on Easter Sunday. 
Easter Lilies: $8.00  Cyclamen: $10.00 
Tulips: $9.00   Daffodils: $9.00 
Begonias: $10.00   Mums: $12.00 
Any donation made above and beyond the price of the flowers will be a designated gift to World Hunger. 
Thank you! 
Annandale Food Shelf Update 
Dear Annandale Food Shelf Partners: 
On behalf of the Annandale Food Shelf board of directors and our sixty plus volunteers, Jean and I thank you for your financial 
assistance in 2020. 
Though this was a most unusual and unpredictable year, we did distribute more food this year than last. Here are some of the 
highlights for 2020: The total pounds of food distributed in 2020 was 493,887; nearly 27,000 pounds more than 2019. There was a 
notable difference in the clientele after March/COVID-19, the increase in SNAP (Food Stamps) and stimulus payments saw many of 
the former clients not using the services and being replaced with new clients. A breakdown of clients by age is as follows: Children: 
ages 1 through 17 – 29%; Adults: ages 16 through 63 – 57.2%; Seniors: ages 64+ - 13.7%. 
Place of Hope is a faith-based organization in St. Cloud that offers free meals and shelter to homeless, plus other programs to assist 
people in need. One of our volunteers has an association with the organization and has volunteered to transport excess food to them 
in order to keep it out of animal feed. Walmart and Target of Monticello and Marketplace of Annandale continue to supply the 
Annandale Food Shelf with rescue food. In 2020, Walmart donated 107,961 pounds, Target donated 194,024 pounds and 
Marketplace donated 53,732 pounds. That is a total of 355,717 pounds. Not only do these donations ensure that clients have access 
to fresh fruits and vegetables three times a week, but it definitely helps with the food budget. We are proud to say that we have never 
been short of healthy, wholesome food. 
Jean recognized the volunteers who have worked through COVID-19 to keep the Food Shelf open. Of over 60 volunteers, about 20 
have faithfully worked two, three, and even five times a week. These volunteers have made a commitment to follow the safety 
guidelines both at the Food Shelf and at home, set forth by the Department of Health, and we are pleased to say we have only 
encountered one incident that was quickly contained. 
We are grateful for your support and look forward to your partnership for 2021. 
Yours truly, 
Ed Skomoroh 
President Annandale Food Shelf 
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Many Thanks   
 For everyone’s understanding and support as we try to navigate through these uncharted waters. 
 For all who have been sending in their offerings, dropping off them off on Wednesdays, or using one of our online giving options.  

Your generosity, even in the midst of these trying times, is deeply appreciated. 
 For all who have returned their “Ready to Celebrate… Free to Dream” Capital Campaign pledge cards, and to all who contribute. 
 For all who have returned their “estimate of giving cards” for 2021’s General Fund. 
 For all those who are serving this winter on our Snow Removal Teams 
 For those who are serving as “worship buddies” and calling members of the congregation who don’t have online access so that 

they can listen via their phones.  If you don’t have a “worship buddy” – but would like one – please contact the church office. 
 For the members of the Strategic Planning Team, and their continued work. 
 For all those who are assisting with in person worship as ushers, tech team, and musicians. 
 For Stan Hillestad and for his many years of service as part of the Property Team. 
 For Eva McClelland for being our first Lenten Wednesday speaker. 

Thank you                                                                                                                               
Diane and I want to thank you for your prayers, cards, memorials and kind words following the unexpected death of her younger 
brother, Paul; and then, more recently, the death of her dad: Pastor James McBride. We are grateful for you, and for the promise of 
the resurrection. Our plan is to wait and have a memorial service(s) for Diane’s dad when we can safely gather together. A service will 
most likely be held in this area, and one up around Pelican Rapids. Diane’s dad’s ashes will then be buried in his hometown of 
Kenmare, North Dakota. 

Orma Lou’s Retirement 
Orma Lou has decided it’s time to retire from being St. John’s organist.  In a letter written to Pastor Dave, Pastor Alex and the Church 
Council, Orma Lou wrote: “It seems time to resign, retire and leave my position as organist at St. John’s. It’s been a delightful journey 
– playing for choir, under Mark and Opal has been a joy! Mark has challenged me and I’m thankful for his patience. The friendships 
made along the way are very much cherished. At one of the JOLT classes I expressed my background is different but I’ve been 
accepted and loved. Pastor Dave observed and stated: “You’ve been adopted.” The hymns of the church are very dear to me – being 
the organist and having the congregation sing those will be in my memory bank. It’s been my pleasure to be with you these many 
years. May “Jesus Shine” as you serve and walk with Him.” - Orma Lou 
The Council sent a bouquet of flowers to Orma Lou – and we plan to celebrate her many years of service to St. John’s once we have 
the opportunity to gather together again. 
Birth of Pastor Alex and Gabbie’s Baby/Parental Leave for Pastor Alex  
Our thoughts and prayers are with Pastor Alex and Gabbie as they anticipate the birth of their third child, a boy, sometime this month.   
We are excited for them and for their girls: Ellie and Izzie. Following the birth, Pastor Alex will be taking two of his parental leave 
weeks.  He will then be back for Easter Sunday and the month of April, and then will take the remaining four weeks of parental leave 
in May/early June. 
Looking for a Rental Place? 
Are you or someone you know looking for a place to rent? Our White House will be available in April. It provides main floor  
bedroom and bathroom, kitchen, living room and laundry. There is also an upstairs bedroom and basement. It also comes with a one 
car garage. Current rent is $1150 plus utilities (but could be negotiable under the right circumstances). If you are interested, please 
contact the church office. 
Usage of our Buildings by Other Groups 
It is the recommendation of the Moving Forward Team, endorsed by our Church Council,  that we focus on getting “in person” 
worship, Sunday school, and D-Way functioning before we allow other groups to begin meeting in the building (the one exception 
being AA). 
Remember to Spring Ahead 
Daylight Savings will go into effect this month.  Be sure to “spring ahead” one hour before going to bed on March 13th. 
Coming in March and April 
Lenten Worship – March 3rd,10th, 17th and 24th (D-Way youth are expected to participate.) 
Daylight Savings – March 14th  
Birth of Pastor Alex and Gabbie’s baby – Due March  
Palm/Passion Sunday – March 28th 
Maundy Thursday – April 1st 
Good Friday – April 2nd 
Easter Sunday – April 4th  
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Condolences  
Family and Friends - Pastor Magnus "Bud" Peterson  

Niki Neumiller and Family - death of Niki’s mom, Kathy  
Dave, Diane Nelson and Family - Death of Diane's father, James McBride, and brother, Paul McBride  

Meredith Froehlich and Family - Death of Milt  
Family and Friends - Barb Beals  

J, Angie, Eva and Anna McClelland - death of J’s mom  
Ruth Gruys and Family - the death of Arnie   

 
Healing - Members of St. John’s 

Howard Rotsolk - hip replacement 
Ardis Nelson - healing of her eye 

Mary Iverson - back 
Esther Hanlon - healing of her hand  

Colleen Vinkemeier - dialysis  
Janelle Nilson - back  

Patty Behrends - recovering from hip surgery  
Jenny Klein - cancer treatment 

Judy Peterson - recovering from 2nd surgery 
  

Assisted Living/Care Center Facilities 
Ruth Gruys - Centennial Villa  

LuVerna Anderson - Parkview Care Center, Buffalo  
Geraldine Nelson -  Annandale Care Center 
Lorenchia Scott - Big Lake Assisted Living 

Elizabeth Olson -  Annandale Assisted Living 
 

Healing—Family & Friends of St. John’s 
Diane Barkley’s cousin -Dennis, recovering from open heart bypass surgery  

Dollu and Ron Alger’s daughter - Kim, cancer treatment 
Judy Johnson - healing after shoulder surgery 

 
Support   

Alex Steffen - son of Lori Steffen 
Dasan Hood Beckman - son of Keith and Laura Hood Beckman 

Jessica Forness - Joint Base Goose Creek, SC - US Navy 
Lorenzo Swanson - Grandson of John & Diane Swanson - Camp Lejeune, NC - Marines 

Alec Swanson - Grandson of John & Diane Swanson - Charleston, SC - Air Force 
Seth & Samantha Johnson - Grandson of Lloyd & Maria Johnson -  Norfolk - U.S. Navy - deployed 

Sean & Courtney Johnson - Grandson of Lloyd & Maria Johnson - PT Hueneme, CA - U.S. Navy - deployed 
Robin (Ekholm) O’Connor & Jesse O’Connor - daughter and son-in-law of Bryan & Lucy Ekholm -  

Fair Child Air Force Base Spokane, WA - Air Force 
McKenna and Jake Ekholm Malloy - daughter of Bryan & Lucy Ekholm - St. Angello, TX - Air Force 

Teddy and Mavis Erickson - Fort Bragg, NC - Army 
Erin Schwanke - Daughter of Ron & Sue Schwanke - Coronado, CA - U.S. Navy   

 
 

Note: If a correction is needed or you would like a name removed or added please inform the church office.   
In an effort to keep the list current and accurate, we will be updating/removing prayer requests on a monthly basis; please 

contact  andrea@stjohns-annandale.org.   
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We are happy to be teaming up with Homestyle
Country Cafe to bring you our annual Lent Soup

Suppers to-go this year! Soup must be pre-ordered by
calling the church office or using the link on the church
website. Donations will help support a local business,
Homestyle Cafe; a local charity, Sunset Ridge; and the
St. John’s Youth Activity Fund. Proceeds will be divided
equally between Sunset Ridge and the St. John’s Youth

Activity Fund. You can pick up your soup every
Wednesday from 5:15-6:15pm


