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The Story Behind the Crosses 
As you have probably noticed, there are 
crosses in the center of each of the tables 
in the Fellowship Hall and Gathering  
Area.  Each cross is draped with a piece 
of purple cloth, the color of Lent.   For a 
number of years, these crosses have 
simply appeared each year prior to Lent 
and have remained on the tables through 
the Easter season.  But for the first time, 
I can share the story behind those       
crosses.  You see, a number of years ago, 
Joyce Martin asked to visit with me.  She 
was wondering if it would be OK if she 
had some crosses made for the tables.  
She wanted to do this as a gift to the con-
gregation, but she didn’t want anyone to 
know that she was behind the gift.   I 
said, “Go for it.”  And she did!   She 
even hand made the purple cloths that 
draped each and every cross. 
Each year, right before Ash Wednesday, 
Joyce would come to church when no 
one was around, and she would set out 
all the crosses, and drape them in purple.  
Then during Easter, flowers would ap-
pear at the base of each cross.  Then, at 
the end of the Easter season, Joyce 
would come and pack up the crosses    
until next year. 
This year, Joyce died unexpectedly the 
Thursday prior to Ash Wednesday.  But 
the crosses are out, set out in love by the 
members of the Tuesday morning    
Women’s Bible study, a group that Joyce 
thoroughly enjoyed being a part of. They 
will be put out each year, reminding us 
all of God’s great and unending love for 
us and for the world.  The cross is the 
primary symbol of our Christian faith, 
the primary symbol of God’s selfless 
love, and the primary symbol of the cru-
ciform life that we are called to live as 
we love God and love our neighbors.  
This is something that Joyce embodied, 
so with gratitude, we give thanks to God 
for her witness and for her gift!     
 

Season of Lent 
Again this Lenten season we will be 
gathering for worship on Wednesday 
evenings at 7pm.  We will be using the 
Holden Evening Prayer liturgy, and once 
again, individuals from our faith          
community will be sharing their own      
stories of how they live their faith and 

their baptismal calling in their daily work 
and lives.  We are grateful for the          
following individuals who will be sharing 
this Lenten season:  Parker Kulm, Gabbie 
Becker, Sue Hadler, Ken Schumacher, 
and Nathan Woodford.  Please keep each 
of these in your prayers, and be sure to 
thank them for their willingness to share 
their stories! 
 

Sundays During Lent: 
Extended Passion Story 
This year, as part of our Narrative        
Lectionary, we will be looking closely 
each Sunday at various parts of John’s 
Passion Story – from Jesus’ washing the 
disciples’ feet, to Peter’s denial, to Jesus 
before Pilate, to Jesus condemned, and 
more.  We hope that you will join us each     
Sunday as we walk through John’s       
Passion Story week by week. 
 

March is MN Foodshare Month 
For over 35 years, Minnesota Foodshare 
has coordinated the largest statewide 
grassroots food and fund drive to help      
restock Minnesota food shelves.  I would 
encourage you to consider a special gift to 
support our local food shelf during the 
month of March.  If you want to bring in 
non-perishable food items, we’ll make 
sure they get to the food shelf.  But please 
remember our local food shelf can do 
MORE with a dollar than you or I can, so 
a gift of money will go farther in          
addressing the needs of the hungry.  You 
can give a gift by using the Special         
Offering line on your offering envelopes.  
Simply write down “Food Shelf” and the 
amount, or you can go to our website and 
give online.  Remember, whatever we do 
for the least of these, we do for Jesus. 
 

Coffee and Conversation  
In March I will again be hanging out    
every Thursday except March 29th from 
3-4:30pm at McDonald’s here in town 
unless a funeral or some other kind of 
emergency arises.  I hope that you will 
stop by and visit about  something at 
church, what God is up to in your life, or 
anything at all.  I would welcome the    
opportunity.  I’ll have something with me 
to do so I won’t be wasting time, but I 
mostly hope that people will stop by for a 
visit.    

From Pastor Dave…     

March 2018 
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In Need of Prayer? 
People at St. John’s are ready to pray for and with you, in times of joy and in times of 
need.  To activate this prayer ministry, please contact the church office. Only the               
information you choose to share will be passed on to the Prayer Ministry participants.  
Please understand that if you are calling on behalf of another person, in order to respect 
the right of privacy, and for the sake of confidentiality, you must have that individual’s 
permission before we can activate the prayer ministry and pray for them by name.  Also, 
please know that our prayer ministry is ALWAYS open to additional participants.  If 
you would like to be included in either the Prayer Chain (where you would receive a  
telephone contact) or email prayer group, please contact the church office.  

Lutheran Marriage Encounter  

Compassionate Visitor Ministry 
In years past, St. John’s had an active BeFrienders Ministry, which played a vital role in caring 
for those who were shut-ins and for those going through difficult times in life.   For a variety of 
reasons, the BeFriender Ministry ended, even though unofficially a number of people continued 
to visit on their own.  We would like to resurrect that ministry, creating our own Compassionate 
Visitor Ministry here at St. John’s.  We are hoping the both men and women would be willing to 
participate.  We would provide some training and then connect individuals to people who could 
use a compassionate visitor in their life.   I would like, first of all, to invite each of you to prayer-
fully consider whether God is calling you to such a ministry and, secondly, to invite you to par-
ticipate in a Sunday morning JOLT class on April 29 when we will explain our vision for this 
ministry and allow you to offer ideas and input as well. 
 

SW MN Synod Assembly  
This year’s Southwest Minnesota Synod Assembly will be held June 8th and 9th at Gustavus   
Adolphus College in St. Peter, MN.   The past few years we have been lacking representation 
from St. John’s.  Last year it was just Diane and I attending.   I hope that we can change that and 
have a full contingent of voting members from St. John’s. It needs to be 50% male and 50%    
female at this year’s Assembly.   The Assembly is a great opportunity to learn about our larger 
church, the exciting things God is up to in our church and in our world, and to be inspired as we 
worship, are engaged in learning, and grow deeper in faith through the study of God’s word and 
the sharing of stories.  Please contact me or the church office if you are interested in serving as a 
voting member or if you have any questions about the Assembly. 
  

It’s Time 
“It’s time.” That’s how Bonnie Schmidt began her letter informing me and the Church Council 
that she had decided to retire effective March 15, 2018.  Bonnie has faithfully served the people 
of St. John’s and God’s mission in and through St. John’s for 30 years, but she now wants to    
enjoy some retirement time with Mike, her husband.  It’s quite an accomplishment these days to 
work at the same job for 30 years.  Bonnie has been the constant through many pastoral and staff 
transitions.  We will certainly miss her presence in the office, but we wish her and Mike the very 
best as they move into this new chapter of their lives.  A retirement recognition is being planned 
for April 8. 
 

Awaiting the Special Day 
As you know, Diane and I are going to be grandparents for the first time!   Kayla and Garrett are 
expecting, and the due date is actually April 1, Easter Sunday.   But as you know, a baby comes 
when a baby is ready. Since our kids all came early, it could happen early.  So I would ask that 
you would keep Kayla and Garrett and little baby in your prayers – as you lift up in prayer all 
expectant parents!  We will CERTAINLY let you know when the BIG day arrives. Get ready for 
pictures!  You think being a Packer fan is bad; wait ‘til I become a grandparent!!!!! :)  
 
In Christ,  
Pastor Dave 

Communion Service at Annandale Care Center 
Our monthly service of Holy Communion will be March 2 at 1:30pm.  While this        
worship service is intended for all St. John’s members who are residents at the Care 
Center and Centennial Villa Apartments, it is open to all residents, family and friends.   
St. John’s will also be leading worship on Sunday, March 25 at 1:30pm 
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  St. John’s Lutheran Church Council Meeting      Date:   2/9/18  Start: 7:00p.m.  End: 8:45p.m.  
Present: Pastor Dave Nelson, Pastor Alex Becker, Bill Berry, Mary Iverson, Steve Miller, Peggy Bodell, Matt Honsey,  
Diane Barkley, David Burd, Derek Groth, Linda Dircks Absent:  Jason Eastling, Makena Gunderson, Lonnie Baack 

Topic Discussion Action 
Faith Talk:  N/A 
Scripture & 
Prayer Pastor Dave N/A 
Approval of  
Agenda Motion: Approve February Council Agenda M/S/P 

Matt/Steve 

Secretary’s 
Report 

Motion: Approval of January Council Minutes 
Motion: Approval of January 29th Special Meeting Minutes 

M/S/P 
Derek/Steve 
Derek/Peggy 

Treasurer’s 
Report Motion:  Approval of Treasurer's Report: January M/S/P 

Diane/Peggy 
Executive  
Committee 
Actions 

The Council received notice of Bonnie Schmidt’s retirement effective March 15, 
2018. 

N/A 
 

Deep  
Conversation   

 
 
 
 
 
Pastor Dave’s  
Report 
 
 

*Continued discussion with Mt. Hermon - dates to be determined. 
*Each Wednesday evening congregational members will share how they live out 
their faith. 
*Food for Kidz is scheduled for April 18. 
*The Southwest MN Synod Assembly will be held June 8 & 9 at Gustavus.       
Council members and church members are encouraged to attend one or both days.  
*Planning for a ministry called Compassionate Visitors, similar to Befrienders, is 
underway.  A JOLT class on April 29th will explain the vision. 

N/A 

 
Pastor Alex’s  
Report 
 
 

*More volunteers are needed to run the slides and the sound for worship. 
*New TVs have been installed in the gathering space and fellowship hall allowing 
slides from the sanctuary to be viewed. 
*Youth group meetings on 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of each month.  Attendance has 
DOUBLED. 
*16 Valentines and Subway gift cards were sent to college age youth in the congre-
gations. The farthest went to London. 
*Both pastors have been joining Sunday School for the first 15 minutes on Sun-
days. 

N/A 

Old 
Business None N/A 

New  
Business 

*Accept the bid from Safeguard Security, Inc. for $6,800 to update security        
systems in both the church and education building. 
*To extend meeting for 15 minutes. 
*To accept the following slate of officers for church council for 2018:  President: 
Linda Dircks, Vice President: Derek Groth, Secretary: Diane Barkley, Treasurer: 
Steve Miller, Council Member at Large: Peggy Bodell. 
*Installation of Elected Leaders –Sunday 2/4/18.  Be present at one of services or 
both if possible as installation will take place at end of 1st Service & start of 2nd. 
*A special offering will be taken during April to cover costs of ingredients for 
meals assembled at Food For Kidz. 

M/S/P 
Mary/Derek 

 
M/S/P 

Bill/Steve 
 

M/S/P 
Peggy/Derek 

 
 
 
 

Ministry  
Updates None N/A 

Council  
Reminders 

Faith Talk in March - Peggy Bodell 
Offering Duties - SIGN UP PLEASE!!! N/A 

Mark Your   
Calendar 

Food For Kids - Wednesday, April 18. 
Farewell for Bonnie Schmidt - Sunday, April 8. N/A 

Upcoming Agenda 
Items  N/A 

Adjournment Motion to Adjourn at 8:45p.m.  M/S/P 
Derek/Bill 

Announcements  
& Prayer Pastor Dave  N/A 
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Treasurer’s 

Report 
 Monthly Income Monthly Expense General Fund Balance  

General Fund
(1) 

January 
 2018 $54,929.90 $42,030.03 $66,964.23  

 
Monthly 
Average 

2016  
$38,025.61 $36,443.94   

Building Fund 
(2) 

  
Monthly Mortgage Building Balance 

 

  $11,380.26 $9,587.00 $29,140.50  

Precious Gifts 
Preschool    

 PG Expense PG Balance 
 

(3)  $2,221.00 $1,936.65 $8,821.62  

Notes: 
 

1. The General Fund Balance has increased by $12,899.60 during January, 2018, although $18,000.00    
        of this increase was from prepaid pledges received during December 2017 for 2018. It is recorded  
        all in January rather than being prorated during the year. 

 

2. We maintain a positive balance; our next mortgage payment will be $9,587.00. 
3. Precious Gifts Preschool balance is positive, and grew during January 2018. 

 

 
Remember our mission at St. John’s is supported by your talents and generous gifts.  

THANK YOU!  
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In Case Of Inclement Weather 
When the weather is questionable and we have something scheduled at church, we will: 
1) Put an announcement on our voicemail indicating whether events are still on or are canceled. 
2) Put an announcement on the website at www.stjohns-annandale.org indicating whether   
    events are on or canceled. 
3) If an event is cancelled, we will also notify the following radio/television stations: KRWC    
    Buffalo (1360AM), KTIS Minneapolis (98.5 FM) - (broadcast on webpage), and WCCO   
    (830AM) (broadcast on webpage.) 
4) Post it on Facebook.   
5) If school is canceled, events at church will also be canceled. 
    In all cases, please make wise and safe choices. 
 

Life Groups kicked off during the first week of Lent and will go through Easter.  We have eight 
different groups meeting with over 55 people participating.  We are hopeful that these times of 
gathering together will spark great relationships, discussion and faith formation.  Some of the 
different groups are:  Book Group, Young Mom’s Group, Grandmas at Spilled Grain, Guys and 
Brews and more.  Look for more opportunities for Life Groups starting this fall. 

Life Groups 

There are still many openings on the March calendar for delivering Meals on Wheels. The calendar is 
on the Welcome Desk at church.  If you have never helped deliver the meals, contact Diane Barkley 
to learn what the task involves.  

Meals On Wheels 

Job Opening - Financial Administrator  

St. John’s Lutheran Church is looking to hire a Financial Administrator for 16-20 hours per week.  
Responsibilities include posting weekly offerings, verifying invoices, paying bills, generating month-
ly financial statements, and other financial duties.  Send resume to dnelson@stjohns-annandale.org 

Thank You, Ardis! 

For the past three years Ardis Nelson has coordinated our musicians for our Contemporary Worship 
Service.  Ardis has decided to step down from that position.  We are grateful for her willingness to 
take this on in the beginning and for her faithful leadership over the years.  Well done, good and 

Men’s Gathering 
The men of St. John’s are invited to a great event on Saturday, March 17, at First Lutheran Church in 
Litchfield.  The day will begin with breakfast at 8:00am and will conclude by 3:30pm.  The keynote 
speaker is Dr. Jacqueline Bussie of Concordia College,  author of the book “Outlaw Christian.” She 
will be sharing the “Three Rules Christians Should Break” - “Never get mad at God, don’t doubt, and 
never question.”  That should spark your interest.  Please sign up at the Welcome Desk or call the 
church office to reserve your spot.  For $60 we can bring as many men as we can get to sign up.  
What a deal! 
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Sunday Scripture Readings 
March 4 
March 11 
March 18 
March 25 

~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 

John 18:12-27 and Psalm 17:1-7  
John 18:28-40 and Psalm 145:10-13 
John 19:1-16a and Psalm 146 
John 12:12-27 and John 19:16b-22 and Psalm 24 
 

Pastoral Visits 
Please call the church office to let us know if you desire a pastoral visit, especially if 
you are going to be hospitalized.  If it is an emergency, feel free to call Pastor Dave at 
home.  

Midweek Lenten Schedule 
We hope that you will join us for Soup Suppers (serving from 5:30 to 6:45pm) and Lenten Worship 
Services (Holden Evening Prayer) at 7pm each Wednesday evening.  Our speakers this month will 
include: 
March 7 – Sue Hadler 
March14 – Ken Schumacher 
March 21 – Nathan Woodford 
 

All D-Way youth (Grades 5-9) are expected to attend these midweek Lenten services as part of 
their confirmation program.  We hope that you will take this opportunity to worship together as   
families. 
 

*** Depending on how the girls and boys high school basketball teams do in the playoffs, the 
March 14 and March 21 Lenten worship services might be moved to Thursday evening, if                           
necessary.    

Good News Monthly 

No 55+ Potluck in March 

 
This year’s Cantata is entitled “That You May Have Life,” musical stories from the Gospel of 
John.   
This month’s rehearsals are:  
Sunday, March 11 at 11:45am 
Sunday, March 25 at 11:45am 
Wednesday, March 28 at 6:00pm 
We continue with 4 more April rehearsals.  Our cantata will be presented at both services on 
Sunday, April 15, which is two weeks after Easter. 

Gospel Cantata 

Holy Week and Easter Schedule 
March 25 - Passion Sunday/Palm Sunday Services at 8:15am and 10:30am with a  
                   Pancake Breakfast, sponsored by our youth, serving from 8:30am-12:00pm 
March 29 - Maundy Thursday Worship Service at 7pm 
March 30 - Good Friday Ecumenical Service at Evangelical Free Church at 12noon  
                                         (Pastor Alex Becker, preaching) 
March 30 - Good Friday Stations of the Cross Service – 7:00pm 
April 1     -  Easter Sunday Services at 8:15am and 10:30am 

Daylight Savings Begins  
Be sure to “spring ahead” one hour before going to sleep on Saturday, March 10, so that you 
will be on time for worship on March 11. 

 
March 25 from 8:00am—12:00pm.  Please come before or after one of the worship services 
to enjoy great pancakes and support our ELCA Senior High Youth Gathering participants. 

Palm Sunday Breakfast 



CYF Upcoming Events 
(Children, Youth, and Family) 

 The church raised over $850.00 for the Annandale Food shelf from Souper Bowl            
of caring. 

 We sent out 16 cards and Subway gift cards to the college age youth of our           
congregation.  The farthest one was sent to London. 

 Join us for Worship on Wednesday’s at 7:00pm with Soup Suppers before the       
service.  All proceeds will go to support our Youth Gathering Team.  Thank you          
for all your support. 

 We are looking to hold a lock in for our 4th and 6th grade youth.  Any parents or 
adults interested in helping plan and run the event, please contact Pastor Alex.  
Events like these are not possible without the support and help of parents.  Thank 
you for your devotion to your child’s faith formation and fellowship with other 
youth.  

 

  
We’re now into our final rotation of Sunday School. This rotation focuses on the 
story of Easter. We’ve learned the word sacrifice and have talked about how people 
often make sacrifices for those they love - just like Jesus did by dying on the cross! 
 
As we near the end of Sunday School for this school year, please note that all are 
invited to join us for a Sunday School Song Celebration on March 18, 9:45-10:15, 
in the sanctuary. We’ll sing through songs from this past year and we’d love for you 
to join us! 
 
Upcoming Important Dates: 
March 4 - Easter Rotation 
March 11 - Easter Rotation 
March 18 - Sunday School Song Celebration (9:45-10:15 in the Sanctuary) 
March 25 - Egg Hunt/Final Day of Sunday School 

Sunday School 
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Hospitality  
One of the standards that has transpired over the life at St John’s is to provide a welcoming 
atmosphere.  Part of that opportunity is to provide Greeters/Welcome Center hosts, Coffee Servers and 
Treat Providers. 
 

Outreach has managed this need in a variety of ways over the past few years. Most recently, 
congregational members have been assigned to one or two service times throughout the year. This seems 
to have raised concerns and questions about who gets assigned when/where. There is no magic to it.  The 
Outreach team does its best to consider any special requests.  However, since commitments change 
quickly and we make assignments in advance conflicts do arise. Outreach encourages members to 
contact others to switch if they were unable to serve on the Sunday assigned. 
 

For 2018 we will try something new. Twice a year Chrystal will provide via email a link to a signup 
program that will allow members to pick their Sundays of service. You will be able to go to the sign up 
process and add your name to the Sunday to serve. For those who do not wish to do the automated signup 
you may fill out a card at the welcome center table that indicates the Sunday you would like or the time 
periods you cannot serve. 
  

Outreach will review the sign up and Sundays where no one has signed up we will make assignments as 
we have done in the past. Reminders will be sent out as they have been.  We will try to manage this 
process like this for 2018.  
  
This provides congregational members the ability to select preferred Sundays, 1st or 2nd service time 
periods,  and areas of service.  Keep in mind we work best when members serve in each capacity twice a 
year—2 Sundays to Greet/Welcome, 2 Sundays to bring Treats, 2 Sundays to Serve Coffee.  We realize 
some of you are unable to assist.  We ask those who are able  to please help us continue to make            
St. John’s a welcoming congregation of faith. 
 

Outreach/Hospitality 
We are planning to re-invigorate our Outreach and Hospitality ministry teams.  This is a very 
important aspect of how we are church together, and we need to find a team of people passionate 
about welcoming and engaging people who walk through our doors, but more importantly, engage 
the community.  We need to ask the question, “What does our Community (Annandale/Wright 
County) need from St. John’s?”  What can we do to make an impact on our community?  If you are 
interested, or may know of anyone who would be good at Outreach or Hospitality, please let Pastor 
Alex know.  

First Communion Gathering 
Youth who are preparing for their First Communion, and their parents, will gather on Saturday, 
March 3rd from 9am to 11am.  Among other things that morning, they will be making            
unleavened bread and learning the story behind both Passover and the Institution of Holy          
Communion.   We will then be using that bread on Sunday, March 4th.   For some of the youth, 
March 4th will be their First Communion. For others it will be another Sunday when extended 
family and friends can join in celebrating this milestone in their journey of faith.  Please keep 
in your prayers all those who will be joining us at the table. 

Have you included the St. John’s Endowment in your estate plan?  There are a variety of options 
available to you. To learn about the many ways to make a planned gift, please contact the InFaith 
Community Foundation at 800-365-4172 (where our St. John’s Endowment is held) and they would 
be happy to explain them to you. 
Please know that all gifts and memorials given to our Endowment Fund help us to enhance our      
mission and outreach as a congregation.  We are sincerely grateful for every gift given to the St. 
John’s Endowment – no matter the size – whether it’s through your estate or as a gift in memory or in 
honor of someone.  Such gifts allow us to support worthwhile ministries within and beyond our      
congregation!  Please remember that a gift given to the Endowment is a gift that keeps on giving. 

Endowment Committee News 

Usher Training 

We will be offering a brief training for adults or youth who currently serve or would like to serve 
as Ushers on Sunday mornings.  Training will be offered following each service on Sunday, 
March 18th. Simply gather at the front of the church following the service for a brief orientation 
and a chance to ask questions. 
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     ~ To all who attended the Annual Meeting. 
     ~ To all our newly elected leaders. 
     ~ To all who generously gave on SouperBowl of Caring Sunday—$852.52 was donated to  
         the Annandale Food Shelf. 
     ~ To all those who attended our synod’s Equipping Congregations Day in Willmar. 
     ~ To Diane Barkley, Jen Kulm and Mark Nelson for assisting with the Imposition of Ashes   
         on Ash Wednesday. 
     ~ To all who provided food or helped serve at the Joyce Martin funeral meal. 
     ~ To all those who gladly served as Greeters, Ushers, Communion Assistants, Readers, and  
         Refreshment Hosts on Sunday mornings and especially to Howard for making the coffee  
         each Sunday. 
     ~ To all who agreed to speak at our Midweek Lenten services: Parker Kulm, Gabbie  
         Becker, Sue Hadler, Ken Schumacher, and Nathan Woodford. 
     ~ To those who represented St. John’s at our Crow River Conference Gathering. 
 

Sound and Slides 

Worship 
As we’ve recently added and implemented a worship program called ProPresenter for our worship 
media production, we will continue to have training sessions. We plan to have some training for 
this new program as well as our sound board. We hope that this will improve the overall worship 
experience. Dates will be Wednesday evenings at 7:30pm or by setting up another time with Pastor 
Alex.  Please let Pastor Alex know if you would like to be trained and we will set up a date that will 
work.  
 

Do you play an instrument?  Do you like to sing?  We are looking to add members to the               
Contemporary Worship team.  If you sing or play an instrument—guitar, bass, drums, violin, cello, 
mandolin, banjo, or any other instruments—please let Pastor Alex know.  We are also looking for 
more people to run our sound system and worship slides.  No prior experience is needed as you     
will be trained on how to operate them. 

Many Thanks 

Coming up... 
~ April 1—Easter Sunday 
~ April 12—Holocaust Remembrance Day 
~ April 14—St. John’s at the Annandale EXPO 
~ April 15—Choir Cantata Sunday 
~ April 18—Food For Kidz Food Packaging 
~ April 21—Gustavus Adolphus Association of Congregations Faith Conference 
~ April 22—Earth Day 
~ April 25—Administrative Professionals Day 
~ April 25—Final D-Way until Fall 
~ April 25—Meeting for all 9th Graders and Parents re: Confirmation 
~ May 10—Ascension Day 
~ May 20—Pentecost/Celebration of Gifts 
~ May 26—Chili Cook-Off 
~ May 27—Summer Worship Schedule Begins 
 

We are in need of more volunteers to run the slides for worship and to run the sound.  If you have 
an interest or know of someone who would be interested, please let Pastor Alex know.  No 
experience required, we will teach people how to use both.  

D-Way  
Attend all Lenten services for the month of March. 

Make sure to sign in at the Welcome Center. 

J.O.L.T. (Joy of Learning Together) 
 

Our Adult Education classes meet in the Library from 9:30am to 10:15am.  All are welcome! 
 

In March we will continue our series focusing on some of the central practices of the Christian faith, 
why they are important, and how we can take part in them today. 
 

March 4 - “Worship: Seeking God’s Presence” - Mike Slaughter 
     For many Christians, worship is synonymous with going to church.  Mike challenges us to think about     
worship as a much richer practice, one we  can follow on our own and in community. 
 

March 11 - “Sacraments: a Tapestry of Traditions” - Phyllis Tickle 
      For many of us, sacraments have become just another part of our church routine, like hymns and prayer.  
But Phyllis asks us to revisit the ancient meaning of theses experiences and consider what we are really up to as 
we take part in these practices. 
 

March 18 - “Money: the Joy of Sharing” - Shane Claiborne 
      Shane’s message can easily be construed as political, but he asks us to look beyond—isms and—ologies to 
see financial generosity as a kingdom call, rather than a social position 
March 25 - No Class 



 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Diane Swanson 

Vicki 
Greene 

Isabella Nelson 
Linda & Ron 

Dircks 

A: 
V: Ethan Nilson 

 

 

Bryan, Jennifer, & 

Jillian Kulm 

Patty 

Behrends 

Kaitlyn Lamb 

Brandon Farris 

Lori & Scott 
Fleischacker 

A: 
V: 

 

 

Denise & Barry 

Schultz 

Sharon 

Hermanson 
Dan Seaberg 

Diane 

Swanson 

A: Jim Framstad 

V: Phyllis Framstad 

 

 
  

Patty Beh-
rends 

Heather & Izzy 

Jensen 

Tiera 

Marsh 

A: 
V: 

 

 

Steve & Sandy 

Niklaus 

Mary  
Iverson 

Kim Hamre 
Steve & Sandy 

Niklaus 

A: 
V: 

 

 
  

Peggy 

Bodell 
Jaida Thompson 

Avery Nathe 

Steve & Angel 
Hagstrom 

A: Gavin Wang 

V: Michelle Wang 

 

 

Clayton & Shirley 

Diskerud 

Kara 

Lampi 
Connor Lampi 

Ken & Debbie 

Schumacher 

A: 
V: 

 

 

Mark & Holly Ber-
telsen 

Patty 

Behrends 

Hale & Elora 

Davidson 

Peggy 

Bodell 
A: 
V: 

           

 

Ushers 
 

8:15 Service 
Paul & Mary Iverson 

Matt, Tina, Olivia, & Brett Honsey 
 

10:30 Service 
Krista & Sandy Grossinger 

Sally Mozingo  
Drew & Donna Jacobsen 

 

 

Altar Guild 
 

Donna Jacobson 
Krista Grossinger 

 

WELCA Circles: 
 
 

Sarah Circle:    
Tuesday, March 27 
Hostess: Mary Holmgren  
Bible Study Leader: Marilyn Hallstrom 

Rachel Circle:   
 Wednesday, March 14, 9:30am 

Hostess: Mary Gunnerson 
Bible Study Leader: Pat Sanderson 

Ruth Circle:  
 Monday, March 12, 2:00pm 

March 2018 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 
9:00am  
Annandale 
Improvement Club 
3:00—4:30pm 
Pastor Dave at  
McDonald’s 
5:30pm 
Girl Scouts 

2 
8:30am  
Precious Gifts  
Preschool 
 
1:30pm  
Care Center  
Communion  

3 
9:00am  
First Communion 
Event 
11:00am  
Synod Band  
Practice 
 
 

4  
8:15am  
Traditional  
Worship w/
Communion 
9:30am  
Sunday School 
9:30am  
JOLT 
10:30am  
Contemporary 
Worship  
w/Communion 
 
 

5 
8:30am  
Precious Gifts  
Preschool 
 

6    
8:00am  
Men’s Bible 
Study 
10:00am  
Women’s Bible  
Study 
 
1:00pm  
Bible Study— 
Genesis I 

7 
8:30am  
Precious Gifts  
Preschool 
10:00am  
Staff Meeting 
5:30pm  
Soup Supper 
6:00pm  
Choir 
7:00pm  
Lenten Service 
7:30pm  
AA Meet 
in Ed Building 

8 
8:00am  
Annandale 
Christian Women 
 
 
 
3:00—4:30pm 
Pastor Dave at  
McDonald’s 
 
 

9 
Sr High Gathering 
 
8:30am  
Precious Gifts  
Preschool 

10 
Sr High Gathering 
 
9:00am  
Baby Shower 
 
 
*Spring Ahead 
  1 Hour 

11 
8:15am  
Traditional  
Worship  
w/Communion 
9:30am  
Sunday School 
9:30am  
JOLT 
10:30am  
Contemporary 
Worship  
w/Communion 
5:30pm  
Cub Scouts-Den 4 
       
 
 

12 
8:30am  
Precious Gifts  
Preschool 
9:30am  
Hands For Hope 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13 
8:00am  
Men’s Bible 
Study . 
10:00am  
Women’s Bible  
12:00pm  
Crow River  
Conference—
Pastors at Lester 
Prairie 
1:00pm  
Bible Study— 
Genesis I 
6:15pm  
Worship & Music 
7:15pm  
Exec. Committee 

14  
8:30am  
Precious Gifts  
Preschool 
10:00am  
Staff Meeting 
5:30pm  
Soup Supper 
6:00pm  
Choir 
7:00pm  
Lenten Service 
7:30pm  
AA Meet 
in Ed Building 
     

 

15 
9:00am  
Ministerial  
Meeting at St. 
John’s 
10:00am  
Newsletter  
Deadline 
 
3:00—4:30pm 
Pastor Dave at  
McDonald’s 
 
5:30pm  
Girl Scouts 
 

16 No Preschool 
 

17 

18  
8:15am  
Traditional  
Worship  
Usher Training 
9:30am  
JOLT 
9:45am  
Sunday School  
Sing-A-Long 
10:30am  
Contemporary 
Worship  
Usher Training 

19  No Preschool 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20 
8:00am  
Men’s Bible  
Study 
10:00am  
Women’s Bible  
Study 
1:00pm  
Bible Study— 
Genesis I 
 
5:00pm 
Property Team 

21 No Preschool 
10:00am  
Staff Meeting 
5:30pm  
Soup Supper 
6:00pm  
Choir 
7:00pm  
Lenten Service 
7:30pm AA Meet 
    in Ed Building 

22 
 
 
1:00pm  
 Writing Group 
 
3:00—4:30pm 
Pastor Dave at  
McDonald’s 
 
   

23 No Preschool 
 

 

24 
 

25 Palm/Passion 
     Sunday 
8:15am  
Traditional  
Worship 
w/Communion  
9:30am  
Easter Egg Hunt 
9:30am  
JOLT 
8:30am  
Palm Sunday 
Breakfast 
10:30am  
Contemporary 
Worship  
w/Communion 
1:30am  
Care Center 
Communion  
5:30pm  
Cub Scouts-Den 4 

26   
8:30am  
Precious Gifts  
Preschool 
9:30am  
Hands For Hope 
 
7:00pm  
Council Meeting 

27 
8:00am  
Men’s Bible  
Study 
10:00am  
Women’s Bible  
Study 
1:00pm  
Bible Study— 
Genesis I 
 
 
 
  
 
 

28 
8:30am  
Precious Gifts  
Preschool 
10:00am  
Staff Meeting 
6:00pm  
Choir 
7:30pm  
AA Meet 
in Ed Building 

29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00pm  
Maundy  
Thursday Service 

30 Good Friday 
 
12:00pm  
Ecumenical  
Community  
Service at E-Free 
Church 
7:00pm  
Good Friday  
Service-Stations 
of the Cross 

31   


