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A Message from Pastor Dave…
A Time to Lament

Just days prior to me writing this letter, the 100,000th person died from COVID-19, we learned
that the virus had made its way to Annandale (to even our congregation), we all watched in horror as George Floyd life was taken from him as he pleaded: “I can’t breathe, I can’t breathe”;
and we watched the pent up anger of 400 years of racism explode in the streets of Minneapolis.
It’s been a heavy, heavy time – and it continues to be.
In midst of such pain and suffering, we need to relearn the Biblical practice of lament. Lament,
in its simplest form is crying out to God. Lament is pouring out all of our pain and loss and disorientation to God. It doesn’t ask us to be polite; rather laments are often bitter and full of anger
– as the full gamut of one’s emotions is honestly expressed.
Do you know that over one-third of the 150 psalms we have in the Bible are psalms of lament?
The Bible gives us permission to lament. Better yet, God invites us to lament. In fact, through
the Scriptures, God even provides us with words of lament when we can’t put our pain and suffering, our questions and doubts, into our own words. Jesus, himself, lamented from the cross,
quoting the words of Psalm 22: “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’
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Yes, God, through God’s living Word, invites us to lament – and to lament without fear. God invites us to be real, to be honest, to be raw – and God assures us that God will not pounce on
us, or hold our words against us, but rather, God wants us to know that our cries, our complaints and our protests will not fall on deaf ears, but rather will be heard by the One who calls
us “Beloved” and who is actually with us in our pain and suffering.

St. John’s Staff
Dave Nelson, Lead Pastor
dnelson@stjohns-annandale.org
Alex Becker, Pastor
abecker@stjohns-annandale.org
Chrystal Fischer, Office Administrator
cfischer@stjohns-annandale.org
Aleah Edwards, Financial Administrator
aedwards@stjohns-annandale.org
Orma Lou Jacobsma, Organist
Becky Unger, Pianist
Georgene Gravdal, Custodian
Kris Bauer, Custodian
Robin Jacobson, Precious Gifts Director/Teacher
robin@jacobsonfarm.com
Trisha Woods, Precious Gifts Teacher Assistant
Mark Nelson, Chancel Choir Director
music2Xnelson@gmail.com

Ministry Chairpersons:
Children, Youth & Family
Emily Combs
Outreach:
Worship and Music:
Support and Stewardship:
Tina Honsey
ELCA Missionary:
Terry Jensen

Sunday School Director:
Laura Eastling

So, instead of stuffing all our emotions inside, and pretending that everything is OK; instead of
rushing through our pain and looking for a quick fix, God invites us to lament. God invites us to
sit with our pain and to let it all out – in words, in tears, in shouts, in art, in whatever mode that
works for us. And to do so knowing that even when everything seems to be falling apart, and
there are no easy answers that God is with us, and for us, and will not let us go.
“In my distress I called upon the LORD; to my God I cried for help. From his temple he heard
my voice, and my cry to him reached his ears.” Psalm 18:6
Your Servant in Christ,
Pastor Dave
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Sunday Scripture Readings

Over the summer we will be sharing a sermon series entitled: “Everyday Spirituality” based on a
book by the same title, written by James Hazelwood, bishop of the New England Synod of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Over the summer we will be focusing on various things
that we all do every day, every week, or every so often. They may not fall into the traditional
categories, but they each are spiritual. And in this time that we are living through, this time of
pandemic when we are physical distancing and worshiping online, this time when all the traditional categories of church life have been disrupted, it’s important to realize how “in living out an
everyday ordinary, seemingly routine life, we are living out a spirituality. Not the kind of spirituality that’s set apart. Not the kind where you go off to a retreat center for silence and good food
and walks in nature… But a spirituality that is real on Mondays at 6 a.m. when the alarm goes
off, and Thursday during dinner with my kids, and Fridays between the grocery store and the
gym.” -James Hazelwood. We will be honoring these ordinary experiences as “holy ground” –
activities in which we can experience the divine presence.

Sunday Worship Schedule

June 7 – Breathe Genesis 2:4b-7; Job 33:4, Ezekiel 37:1-14; Psalm 150:6;
and John 20:19-2
June 14 – Laugh Psalm 126:1-3
June 21 – Sleep Genesis 2:1-3; Exodus 20:8-11; Mark 4:35-41; Acts 20:7-12
June 28 – Taste Isaiah 25:6-8; Psalm 34:8; John 2:1-11; John 21:9-13

Each Sunday you are encouraged to join us for worship at 8:30 on Facebook Premier. You will be able to say “hello” to
Other in real time using the chat. We also hope that you will use the chat to share prayer concerns, to comment on the one
thing that you are going to take away from the worship service, or to share where you are seeing God these days, etc.
Then, at 9:15am we invite you to join us on Zoom for Fellowship
(you will need to provide your own coffee and goodies).
The worship service will continue to be available on our St. John’s Facebook
page, via a link on our web page, and via an email link – you can watch at your
own convenience.
We also want to try to connect better with those who are not online.
One way to do that is to become a “worship buddy”. Call them up and placed your
phone next to your computer speaker so that they can listen to the service. Or, if
you are someone who is not online – and would like a “worship buddy” please call
the church office and we will connect you with someone.

Zoom Conversation with the Pastors and St. John’s Friends

We as pastors invite you to join us, and other St.John’s friends, on Zoom. We are enjoying this times of conversation. It has
been fun to gather together, to see each other’s faces, and to share lots of laughs. We will share the Zoom meeting invite
link on through Email blasts and we invite you to join us.
 Pastor Alex will host on Tuesday and Thursdays from 12:30pm to 1:30pm
 Pastor Dave will host on Wednesday nights from 8-9pm
 Pastors will host Sunday mornings at 9:15am
Let us know if you would like similar opportunities offered at other times of the day.

Financial Update

In order to ensure that our staff is provided for and our ministry boldly moves forward during this crisis, St. John’s applied for
and received a forgivable loan through the Payroll Protection Program. These funds, combined with the continued support of
the generous members of St. John’s will allow us to continue our mission to Experience, Live and Share the love of Jesus
Christ in a world in desperate need of such love; in a world in need of hope and community. In these times of economic uncertainty, the PPP provides stability as some St. John’s members face significant financial hardship. The PPP money is allowing us to build up reserves that will be helpful as we move into the summer and fall. We are so grateful for each and every gift that has been given. Thanks to your generosity we are able to provide online worship that is reaching more than we
normally reach on a Sunday morning, we are providing opportunities for people to connect through social ministry and simply enjoy each other’s fellowship, we are offering online Bible studies, and we have been able to offer online youth group
gatherings and activity bags for our Sunday school youth. Through your generosity we continue to do ministry in Jesus’
name – though it looks very different these days. Together, we are making a difference. Together we are providing love,
hope and community to those of our own community and beyond. Together we are the church deployed. Please remember
that you can financially support our ministry together online via our website; by contacting Aleah, our Financial Administrator
and setting up a one-time or reoccurring checking, savings, or credit card withdrawal. You can mail in your contributions, or
drop them off at the church on Wednesdays between 4:30 and 5:30pm. Again, whatever gift, large or small, is a gift is
deeply and sincerely appreciated.
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Monthly Income

Monthly Expenses

Balance

General Fund
General Fund

April 2020
2019 Monthly Avg.

$39,547.88
$38,400.76

$20,250.07
$38,266.95

$ 37,181.22

Building Fund

April 2020

$8,021.85

$ 781.09

$ 10,884.66

1.
2.

The General Fund had $21,749.43 more in income than expenses during April, 2020.
2. We maintain a positive balance in the Building Fund. Mortgage payments are ordinarily $9,587 monthly; we are currently paying interest only
at 4.5%. Loan matures 02-01-22.

Worship and Office Update

Even though the President and our Governor have provided the OK to begin “in person” worship services following specific
protocols; we will not be moving in that direction any time soon; especially since we have had a number of people from Annandale test positive, and because health experts believe that our numbers in Minnesota will not peak until mid-June at the
earliest. As I stated last month, just because we “can” do something doesn’t mean we “should.” My first priority is the safety
and welfare of each and every member and guest of St. John’s. We will continue to provide online worship services – and be
assured that online worship service will continue even when we do start meeting again in person.
As I shared last month, we have a “Moving Forward Task Force” in place that is working with me, and Pastor Alex,
to formulate a plan regarding when and how we will take the next steps. One big way that you can assist us is in completing
the online survey. If you have already done so – thank you. If you haven’t done so yet – could you please do it as soon as
possible so that we can have that information to help us make informed decisions moving forward.
For those of you who are not online – members of the task force and other congregational members will be calling you to get
your responses over the phone. We want to make sure that your voice is heard, as well.
It continues to be Bishop Jon’s recommendation that we “not rush” into meeting indoors – which presents the highest risk
of exposure to the virus.. (And if you look at all the precautions that we are being asked to take for indoor worship – no singing, physical distancing, wearing masks, no fellowship, etc. --- I am not all that sure that it would be the worship experience
that you would find meaningful.) I believe that we are currently providing a good online worship experience – and that seems
to be the Governor’s, our Bishop’s and the CDC’s preference at this time.

I know that you are anxious to get back together – that you miss your brothers and sisters in Christ – and please know that I
miss all of you, as well. But I also know that there are many of you who would not attend an indoor worship service at this
time because you either feel unsafe, or you are one of those who are at high risk, or both. I totally understand – and if or
when we begin in person worship services again, we would fully respect and support your decision to remain at home and to
continue to worship online.
For those who are less worried and would be more eager to gather in person inside – I hope that you will understand that
more is involved than simply opening the doors and turning on the lights. The same is true of holding a parking lot worship
service where people remain in their cars, or an outside worship out on the lawn (a less desirable option because it’s harder
to control physical distancing, etc.); with either there are lots and lots of arrangements that need to be made and safeguards
to be put into place. Again, the responses we receive via the survey will help us decide if a move in this direction is warranted or not. If people are interested, willing to help, and we have, or can get, the needed technology and staging – then we will
try to make this happen going forward. But we also are aware of certain realities – weather, heat and humidity, bugs, a carload of active kiddos – all those things create challenges for a Parking Lot Worship Service. Some congregations who are
already doing parking lot worship, or outdoor worship, have a history of doing these kind of worship services in the summer –
and thus they have things already in place; but we are starting from scratch.

So, for now, we will continue to worship online. We will take seriously your responses to our survey, but we will also take seriously the guidance of our ELCA Minnesota Bishops who recently lifted up the following values:
 We will continue to engage with and listen to state and local officials,
 We will look to scientists and epidemiologists to guide our decision making,
 We keep ever before us a commitment to the wellbeing of our neighbors, those in our congregation, communities and
beyond, and
 We will remain focused on our shared vocation of proclaiming the gospel.
 We will certainly continue to keep you posted as we move forward
Regarding the church office.
The church office will continue to be closed for the time being – especially in light of the recent COVID-19 positive cases in
Annandale. We, as a staff, will continue to work from home, or working, individually, from church as needed. We have a
system going that seems to be working – plus it is allowing those on our staff, who have children, to be available to them, and
their needs, as well. Before we open up the office, we will need to follow the protocols provided by the Health Department
and other experts to assure the safety of the staff, and all who enter the building.
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For now, we will continue to hold Bible studies, Ministry Team meetings, and Council meetings via Zoom. Before we
resume onsite meetings and gatherings, we will need to prepare the building, and put in place the protocols needed.

Sacraments

For the time being, we will be continuing our Holy Communion fast. This is the recommendation of both Bishop Jon and of
the health experts. In regards to Baptisms, we invite you to contact the church office, and we will be glad to visit with you
about the options that are available.
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Many Thanks






For everyone’s understanding and support as we try to navigate through these uncharted waters.
For all who have been sending in their offerings, dropping off them off on Wednesdays, or using one of our online
giving options. Your generosity, even in the midst of these trying times, is deeply appreciated.
To Pastor Alex for doing all the recording and editing of our Sunday worship services, and for all who have shared
those services with friends.
To all those serving on our Mowing Teams this summer.
For all who helped move items so that new carpet could be installed in the Sanctuary, Gathering Area and hallway.

Thanks for being such an understanding and supportive congregation.
+Pastor Dave

Meditation Area

It’s been great to hear from a number of you that you are finding our Meditation Area a quiet and peaceful place to pray
and to be still. Thanks to Duane Sprague of our Property Team, we now have a “prayer guide” holder. When it is
deemed safe, we will be providing a “prayer guide’ sheet that will include Scripture readings and prayers for you to use.







Prayer Concerns

During these days, we want to continue to pray for you, and for all who have health concerns or special needs, those
who are experiencing life’s joys or difficult challenges, those who are grieving losses of all kinds. Please contact the
church office with your prayer concerns and let us know if you would like them shared publicly, or if you would rather
have them included in our prayers as a staff each week. We would invite you to use the following daily prayer guide in
your own personal prayers:
Sunday: Prayers for the Sick and for their families. Prayers for healing and comfort
Monday: Prayers for Healthcare Workers, First Responders, all Essential Workers. Prayers for protection and strength.
Tuesday: Prayers for the Vulnerable, for those with Underlying Health Concerns or Compromised Immune Systems.
Prayers for protection and for others to provide for their needs.
Wednesday: Prayers for the Unemployed or whose hours have been cut. Prayers that they would receive the
assistance that is available to them.
Thursday: Prayers for our Leaders, those who are making tough decisions.
Prayers for wisdom, compassion, and empathy.
Friday: Prayers for students and families and for Teachers. Prayers for patience, for understanding, and for personal
discipline. Prayers of thanksgiving for the gifts of technology. Prayers for all who teach – who are having to learn
new ways of teaching and caring for their students.
Saturday: Prayers for the Church – for all the baptized as we live out our calling to be the Church in new ways.
Prayers for pastors, for church staffs, and for all the baptized who are learning how to live out their daily
callings in new ways. Prayers for perseverance, for strength, for new ways to share the love of Jesus.

Carpet Update

On May 26th items were moved from the Sanctuary and Gathering Area and Hallway into the Fellowship Hall, Library and
within the pews. We are grateful to all who showed up to help. On May 27th Neil’s Carpeting personnel began tearing out
the existing carpet. A New Railing was installed on the left hand side (loving towards the altar) to assist people going up
and down the steps. New carpet will be installed in the Sanctuary, Gathering Area and Hallway we believe beginning the
first week in June

Attn: High School Seniors!

St. John’s Lutheran Church is pleased to announce the availability of (2) $500 scholarships to be used for continuing education. These scholarships are available because of a donation by a current member.
One $500 scholarship will be awarded to a student seeking a one or two-year trade school degree. The other $500
scholarship will be awarded to a student seeking a four-year (or longer) degree;
You must be an active member of St. John’s Lutheran Church to be eligible;
Scholarships will be awarded to full time programs only and will be based on the need of the student
The funds will be paid directly to the school for tuition costs.
TO APPLY: You should have received a Scholarship Application Forms in the mail. If you didn’t, or you misplaced it,
please contact the church office ASAP. All seniors who are interested in applying, should complete and return the form no
later than June 30, 2020.

Day Camp
Mission Trip to Puerto Rico
Southwestern Minnesota Synod Assembly
Septuafest
Fourth of July Taco Booth/ Firecracker 5K

Vacation Bible School Update
With so many unknowns and the safety and health of both our kids and volunteers being of utmost importance, we have
made the incredibly difficult decision to cancel Vacation Bible School for the summer of 2020. It is disappointing, as VBS is
always a major highlight of our year. We love seeing the many smiles on children's faces and seeing God at work in the lives
of our youth and through our volunteers. There are many factors that have gone into this, and we are confident this is the
right decision. We would like to highlight just a few, as we ask for your respect and support in coming to
this decision:
1. St. John's firmly believes in a free VBS experience for all children. This is made possible year after year through
generous donations from congregation members and donations from within the Annandale community. With so many
people and businesses in a place of financial uncertainty, it does not feel right to expect or require parents to pay. It also
does not feel appropriate, nor responsible, to ask for donations from our congregation members, local businesses, and/
or use church funds for this event.
2. We have reached out to a handful of past volunteers and those on our Children, Youth, and Family committee, who are
familiar with what it takes to have a successful VBS for feedback. Many have school aged children, and all have agreed it
is best to cancel this year. Last year, we had over 200 students and volunteers attend VBS each night. Not only is it
unclear when groups of that size will be able to gather again, we love our volunteers and respect their health and safety.
We do not want to put them in the difficult position of choosing whether or not they are comfortable being involved this
year.
3. There are many things that take place behind the scenes for months prior to VBS in order to make it a success.
In loving our neighbors and abiding with stay at home orders, we are very behind in planning and constructing the VBS
experience.
4. While the topic of a virtual VBS experience has come up, we are hearing from parents that they are looking forward to
"unplugging" over summer from virtual experiences. We also know how amazing VBS is when we can gather in person.
VBS is so much more than the information kids get; it is the friends and leaders that the children get to know, and the
relationships that are formed. It is singing as a large group with enthusiasm and joy during opening and closing each
night. It is so many warm fuzzies we experience when we are in person and without masks. We will hang on tight
to those memories from previous years, and look towards the future with hope and happiness of when we can safely be
in person to create those experiences again. We are making this decision now so that we can focus our work on other
fun, safe, and impactful ways to reach our kids and families during this time. We are also at work planning for when we
Are back to meeting at church together. Thank you for understanding and your continued support of the Children, Youth,
and Family Ministry at St. John's Lutheran Church.
Please contact Pastor Dave or Pastor Alex with any questions or concerns.

