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June 2019 

From Pastor Dave… 
 
 

I recently finished a wonderful book titled: 24/6: A Prescription for a Healthier, Happier 
Life by Matthew Sleeth, M.D. In the book, Sleeth writes: “most of us today work too 
much…and we don’t just work at one thing anymore… we talk on the phone, shop in 
the cloud, fix dinner and watch the news.  In the last twenty years, work is up 15 per-
cent and leisure is down 30 percent, and things are only going to get worse.”  And in all 
of that busyness, what we have lost is “rest”.  He states that there was a time when “all 
members of society were given and even guaranteed a day each week when they could 
rest.”  But not anymore.   We have changed to a 24/7 culture.  “It happened so quickly 
and yet so gradually, that no one even protested.”   He goes on:  “Our 24/7 world is not 
going to change.  Life will only get more intense.  New communication tools, nanotech-
nology, and human engineering will increase the number of tasks an individual can do 
simultaneously…If we wish to have a weekly day of rest, it will no longer happen as a 
societal default.  It will happen only as a result of a conscious choice.” 
 
I hope that this summer you will make a conscious choice to rest. According to Sleeth, 
“We need rest from being hurt, rest from our heavy labors, and rest from our fast-
paced world.  We need rest from the speed of change, rest from our jobs, and rest 
from information overload”. So, make a conscious choice this summer to make time for 
rest. Take time to sit down and eat, take time for a slow walk, take time for family and 
friendships, take time to un-plug and to be fully present in the moment, take time to 
take a nap, to enjoy a hobby, to slow down, and to breathe – to breathe deeply.   Enjoy 
the beauty of God’s good creation - the warmth of the sun, the refreshing waters of 
our lakes, the cool evening breezes. And take time to spend with your Creator – and 
with your faith community – to worship and to be renewed in spirit. To be reminded 
that we are beings and not doings – and that God loves just us as we are, and not as 
we should be; but that God’s love never leaves us as we are, but rather renews, re-
freshes, and restores us.   May you know renewal, refreshment and restoration this 
summer as you take time, as you make time, to rest.   
 
A blessed and restful summer to you all! 
      
 - Pastor Dave  
 

Sunday Scripture Readings 
 
June 2: “Hope of the Resurrection”   Romans 6:1-14 
June 9 (Pentecost):  “Nothing Can Separate Us”  Acts 2:1-4; Romans 8:18-39 
                 Summer Preaching Series: Questions God Asks Us   
               based on the book by that title written by Trevor Hudson 
June 16: “Where Are You?”  Genesis 3 and Luke 15 
June 23: “Where is Your Brother?”  Genesis 4 and Luke 10 
June 30: “What is That in Your Hand”?   Exodus 4 and John 6 
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Lutheran Marriage Encounter  

Summer Hymn Sing 
Continuing throughout the summer at the 8:30am service will again be preceded by an opportunity to sing sever-
al favorite hymns. If you’d like to suggest a hymn to be included, pick up a yellow form in the Gathering Area, fill 
it out, and drop it in the box outside the church office. The hymn sing will begin at 8:15am, so come into the 
sanctuary as soon as you arrive and join in the chorus. 

Pentecost Sunday  
We celebrate the Festival of Pentecost on Sunday, June 9th.  Once again, the color of the day is red, so we invite 
you to wear something red to worship that day. 
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Learn to  Knit or Crochet  
Youth or adults who are free for a daytime meeting this summer are welcome to come to Hands of Hope 
where willing teachers will show beginners how to knit and/or crochet. All you need is a pair of size 8 knitting 
needles or a size F crochet hook. We’ll provide yarn to teach you to make a scarf. You should plan to attend at 
least two meetings in case you get stuck. Hands for hope will meet at 9:30am  on the following Mondays: 
June 10th and 14th, July 8th and 22nd. Once you  know how to make a scarf, you might want to make a shawl 
for St. Johns prayer shawl ministry. For now, Hands of hope members just want to pass along these skills to a 
younger generation. Please contact Marge Lundeen with questions. 

Summer Worship Schedule Begins  
We have moved to our Summer Worship Schedule.   Our services throughout the summer will be at 8:30am 
and 10am.   Again this summer, our 8:30am service will be proceeded each week with a hymn sing at 8:15am 
– a chance to sing some of your old favorites.   Coffee and Refreshments will be served ONLY from 9:30-10am 

Mentor Meeting  
If you have been asked to serve as a Confirmation Mentor – there will be a brief orientation meeting for 
“mentors only” on Sunday, June 9th following each worship service in the Library.   Please make every effort to 
attend.   If you are not able to attend, please contact Pastor Alex or Pastor Dave to make other arrangements 
to pick up your materials, and to receive instructions (especially if you are a first time mentor). 

To my St. Johns Family and Friends 
I am now at 18 months past my diagnosis with Multiple Myeloma. Thank you for all of your prayers and the 
many acts of kindness you have provided. Without the caregiving that I received from many of you  I would not 
have been able to have my stem cell transplant. The stem cell transplant has been very successful and I am now 
in complete remission ~ Pat Larson  

Taco Booth  
Once again St. John’s will have our Taco Booth at 4th of July Festival July 3rd -  7th. The proceeds go support our 
Youth Ministry trips, gatherings and Precious Gifts Preschool. The Taco Booth has been a success because of 
your support. Once again we need donations of bottled water and/or pop (any major brand). You can drop off 
your donations at the church and stack them gathering area. We are needing volunteers to help work in the 
booth – the sign up board will be in the Gathering Area! It’s a great opportunity to meet other St. John’s youth 
and adults and to have some fun! Most of all, we need you to come and buy some tacos – invite your friends! 
They really ARE very good!!!!                                 

Coffee Bar 
During the Summer months coffee and donuts will be served only between services. Stay after the first service, 
or come early for the second and enjoy coffee, donuts and great fellowship. 
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St. John’s Lutheran Church Council Meeting                       Date:  4/15/19  Start: 7:15pm    End: 9:20pm 
Present: Linda Dircks, Matt Honsey, Lonnie Baack, Mary Iverson, Derek Groth, Steve Miller, Jason Eastling, Parker Kulm, 
Patty Behrends, Hope Sykora, Pastor Alex, and Pastor Dave                                 Absent:  Diane Barkley and Alyssa Domagala          

Topic Discussion Action 
Faith Talk: Alyssa Domagala  N/A 
Scripture & 
Prayer Pastor Dave N/A 

Approval of  
Agenda Approved  M/S/P 

Steve/Hope 

Secretary’s Re-
port 

 Motion to authorize the Invest in the Kingdom: Gathered in Christ, Scattered to Serve to spend up 
to $250.00 on the second year of our campaign—to encourage a strong 3rd year.  

 Motion to continue with Stewardship for All Seasons for a second year at a cost of $2,000.00 over 
budgeted amount.  

 Discussion regarding future Facility plans - what should we do after the next capital campaign is 
done. Council brainstormed ideas for the education building, upkeep and maintenance. Talked 
about when these should start taking place. Consensus was that planning should start earlier than 
later.   

M/S/P 
Derek/Lonnie 

Treasurer’s Re-
port 

 Clarification on Grounds Keeping- higher than expected most of this was for plowing 
 Clarification on technology -new computers and setup, and some copier fees were carried over   
 Utilities are slightly above budgeted  
 Discussion around where we need to go with the Grow Even Stronger goals.  We need to show that 

we are moving toward the goals even if we can’t meet them as fully as expected. 
 Need some clarification for the congregation regarding the time lines and council expectations  

   regarding the Grow Even Stronger goals.  It may take the whole year to get to the needed monies.    
 There will be a published timeline for when these goals will be met and where we are sitting finan-

cially to meet these goals.    

M/S/P 
Mary/Patty 

   

 
 
 
Pastor Dave’s  
Report 
 
 

 A membership adjustment and update was completed to get a more accurate worshiping member-
ship. There were 1944 baptized members last year. The office staff reviewed workship attendance, 
giving, family relationships, etc. The new “true” membership was 1087 with 909 of them actively 
participating in the life of our congregation. We believe this number more accurately reflects mem-
bership of our congregation. The other names will remain in our     system and if they decide to 
show up and begin participation we will reactivate them to active member status.  

 *15% of our membership was in worship on any given Sunday (old reporting) 
 *26% of our membership are in worship on any given Sunday (new reporting) compared to total 

membership 
 *36% of our membership are in worship on anygiven Sunday (new reporting) compared to  active 

membership 

N/A 
 

 
Pastor Alex’s  
Report 
 
 

 Congregational camping trip to Bunker Hills was canceled due to conflict of dates—will try again for 
better timing next summer.  

 Hospitality—Need a new coffee maker. Cliff Fransen would like to be a part of purchasing a new 
coffee maker. Some preliminary est. 1800 - 2500. Need two reputable quotes. Will also get more 
information about what type of coffee maker we need.  

 *There will be only one coffee time for summer during the two services.  

N/A 

Old 
Business 

 
 Safety Plan Team - Pastor Alex and Derek Groth.  
                   -  Looking for a total of 7-8 people for this committee 
 Linda will conduct an exit interview for Chrystal next week.  

N/A 

New  
Business 

 Motion to approve the revised and updated Personnel Policies  
 *Motion to pay at least half of the cost for children going to camp summer 2019 as part of the              

Grow Even Stronger campaign  
 Motion to extend the future facility plans discussion  
 The commeitte talked about who we need to involve and how should we get inout  
 Talked about creating a timeline and how we move forward. 
 Discussion around how to fund an addition—saving money or taking out a mortgage  
 Discussion about what money coming in for mortgage could be used for after mortgage is paid off  
 Discussion-members may be more focused on ministries versus buildings.   
 Decision was to have a building consultant come out in August September to look at future bldg 

plans then set aside time with council to meet and discuss a plan with them. 
 Council will come up with a few scenarios and present to congregation in the future.     
 
 

M/S/P 
Derek/Jason 
Matt/Lonnie 
Derek/Jason 

 

   

Council  
Reminders Faith Talk June 17th—Hope Sykora  N/A 

Adjournment Motion to Adjourn at 8:55pm  M/S/P 
Mary/Derek 

Prayer Pastor Dave  N/A 
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Treasurer’s                Monthly Income Monthly Expense General Fund Balance  

 

General Fund 
 

April 
2019 $41,198.92 $39,638.64 $18,179.94   

 
Monthly 
Average 

2018  
$37,137.60 $38,165.40   

Building Fund    Monthly Mortgage   

  $7,617.15  $9,628.62 $20,550.63  

Precious Gifts 
Preschool    

 PG Expense PG Balance 
 

  $2,560.00 $1,672.63 $14,662.05  

Notes: 

 

1.      The General Fund had $1,560.28 more in income than expenses during April, 2019. (GOOD!) During April, the Church Council approved 
the transfer of $20,000.00 into a General Fund Savings Account. Year-to-date we have a General Fund deficit of $(2,586.63) We will  
require more profitable months if we are to fund the “Grow Even Stronger” Campaign. 

2. We maintain a positive balance, our next mortgage payment will be $9,587.00 
3. Precious Gifts Preschool Fund balance is positive, and increased during April, 2019.  

Remember our mission at St. John’s is supported by your talents and generous gifts. THANK YOU!  
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Communion Service At Annandale Care Center 
Our monthly service of Holy Communion will be June 14th at 3:30pm. While this worship service is intended for             
St. John’s members who are residents at the Care Center and Centennial Villa apartments, it is open to all           
residents, family and friends.  

In Need Of Prayer 
People at St. John’s are ready to pray for and with you in times of joy, and in times of need. To activate this 
prayer ministry please contact the church office.  Only the information you choose to share will be passed on to 
the Prayer Ministry participants. Please understand that if you are calling on behalf of another person, in order 
to respect the right of privacy, and for the sake of confidentiality, you must have that individual’s permission 
before we can activate the prayer ministry and pray for them by name.   

Pastoral Visits 
Please call the church office and let us know if you desire a pastoral visit, especially if you are going to be              
hospitalized. If it is an emergency, feel free to call Pastor Dave at home.    

Endowment Committee News 
Have you included the St. John’s Endowment in your estate plan? There are several options                      
available to you. To learn about the many ways to make a planned gift, please contact the In Faith Com-
munity Foundation at 800-365-4172 (where our St. John’s Endowment is held) and they would be happy 
to explain them to you. 
Gifts and memorials given to our Endowment Fund help us to enhance our mission and outreach as a                 con-
gregation. Please know that we are grateful for each and every gift given to the St. John’s Endowment – no matter 
the size – whether it’s through your estate or as a gift in memory or in honor of someone.  Such gifts allow us to sup-
port worthwhile ministries within and beyond our congregation. 
 

 

Giving away an appreciated asset—Stewardship For All Seasons 
Most Americans make their contribution to charity by writing checks or even setting up automatic payments from 
checking accounts or through credit cards.  St. John’s is happy to receive your gifts however you choose to make 
them. If you have any appreciated stock or mutual funds, you can likely benefit tremendously by gifting the appreci-
ated asset directly to the church. As a church, we do not pay capital gains taxes. You the donor, get the opportunity 
to deduct the value of the stock on the date you give it to the church if you are able to itemize your deductions. Of 
course, you should check with your tax advisor to discuss your personal situation to determine if this scenario works 
for you. We are able to receive your stock gifts here at the church. Contact St. John’s how to transfer the stock di-
rectly to the church (Unless your giving away a capital loss, you should likely not sell the stock yourself. Instead it 
should be transferred from your account directly to the church account.) 

Meditation Area 
Last year the first steps in creating an outdoors “Meditation Area” were taken.   A beautiful sculpture representing 
John 3:16 and God’s love for us and for the world was installed.   This will be the focal point of our Meditation area – 
a place to come and be still and let the wonder of God’s love wash over you.   The Property Team also did some 
trimming of the bushes to make the space, and the sculpture, visible – while protecting a sense of privacy. So what’s 
next? We need some volunteers to help install some pavers so that the space is both inviting and accessible to all.   
We are especially looking for someone who has experience in laying pavers and who would be willing to oversee the 
project.  Then we will need some folks who are willing to do the work required – but work that will create a space 
that we hope will be a gift for not just the members of St. John’s but for the Annandale community. The final steps 
would be installing a couple of benches, a weather proof container that would hold prayer resources for those who 
make use of this space, and possibly a prayer labyrinth to the west of the sculpture. If you are interested and willing 
to help with this project, please call the church office, or contact Pastor Dave.   If you would like to donate to this 
project – please indicate on your check that the money is for the Meditation Area.   
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Donations for Vacation Bible School  
Our Giving Tree for VBS is now up in the Gathering Area! It might seem like VBS is a long ways away, but there is 
a lot of work that goes into sorting and preparing the supplies for this event, so it is necessary to start collecting 
things now. Please pick as many leaves as you would like from the tree. Attach the leaf to the item and return it 
to the supplies box by the tree. In addition to the Giving Tree, we have also created an Amazon wish list for those 
who would prefer to do their giving online. You can access the online wish list at: http://a.co/bGfjm0o. Because 
of your generous donations, our VBS is free for all participants. Thank you for supporting these children!  
 

Vacation Bible School Safari Update  
There are almost 100 KIDS registered for VBS! That being said, we are in need of volunteers! Please consider join-
ing us for four days of fun as a Crew Leader, leading a small group of approximately 5 kids. There is no prepara-
tion required for this position - just show up and have fun! It is the perfect role for an adult or high school stu-
dent. Middle school students can sign up to be crew helpers. Registration is still open for participants. All children 
ages three (potty trained) through fourth grade are encouraged to sign up, whether they are members of St. 
John's or not. If you have any questions, please contact Emily Combs 
 

Bible Camp This Summer  
This summer, all K-12th graders are invited to join Pastor Alex and his family at Luther Crest Bible camp July 7-12. 
If you have a child who may be nervous about going to camp, knowing that Pastor Alex’s family will also be at 
camp may help ease some of those anxious feelings. There are many different options for all age levels during 
this week of camp, but of course there are many options throughout the entirety of the summer. You can regis-
ter for camp at luthercrest.org. Also, because of the generosity of our congregation, and living into our “Grow 
Even Stronger” campaign goals, all who sign up will receive 50% of the cost of camp paid for by St. John’s. Please 
let the office know when you sign your son or daughter up.  

 

Meals On Wheels—June 
Thank you to all of the volunteers who signed up to deliver meals on wheels in June. Your gift of time, smiles and 
warm greetings upon delivery of the meals make a positive in many recipient’s days. Diane Barkley 

 
 

Endowment Committee News 
Have you included the St. John’s Endowment in your estate plan?  There are a variety of options available to 
you. To learn about the many ways to make a planned gift, please contact the In Faith Community Foundation 
at 800-365-4172 (where our St. John’s Endowment is held) and they would be happy to explain them to you. 
Gifts and memorials given to our Endowment Fund help us to enhance our mission and outreach as a congrega-
tion.  Please know that we are grateful for each and every gift given to the St. John’s Endowment – no matter 
the size – whether it’s through your estate or as a gift in memory or in honor of someone.  Such gifts allow us 
to support worthwhile ministries within and beyond our congregation. 

Joyful Jar 
The Joyful Jar has been a great addition to our worship life here at St. John’s. It has been so much fun watching 
the young ones of our congregation bring forward the gifts of so many people. Thank you to all who continually 
give and flag down young people to give them something to put in the jar. It is teaching some amazing things 
about giving. Not only are our young people and adults being impacted, but also the organizations that receive 
the gifts at the end of each month. Here is a list of what organizations have  received support from the Joyful Jar 
so far, and those that will in the coming months.  
  
October: Angel Fund (School Lunch Support) - $509.64         April: Food For Kidz - $ 1645.13 
November: Share Your Christmas - $401.88              May: Summer Camp Scholarships - $225.22 
December: Annandale Food Shelf - $361.21    June: Companion Synod 
January: AES Nurses Fund - $361.21    July: Youth Activity Fees 
February: Youth First - $318.39     August: AES Backpack Program 
  
Food For Kidz  
We give thanks for the congregation’s financial support of this important ministry, and for Lake Central bank 
that brought a donation and a group of their employees to pack food. For Patty & Jim Behrends, Cliff Franzen, 
Joyce Wadmann who helped set-up and pack food with Lake Central. For our D-Way youth and Guides who 
raised funds throughout the year and packed over 18,000 meals. $3777.86 was sent as a donation for the food 
we packaged…which is $1000 more than we actually packaged. 
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One of the many Ministry teams at St. John’s is Outreach.   

Outreach has 2 primary tasks: 

1. Hospitality 

2. Outreach to our community near and far 

I thank you, Lord, that spring has arrived. I have a list of spring cleaning tasks I ought to do. I should sweep 

tasks. Let your Spirit nudge me into sweeping out the cobwebs of regret and guilt and sadness. Remind me 
that I have been washed clean by your promise of forgiveness. May the work of spring cleaning                           
brighten my household and leave me feeling refreshed and grateful for the chance to begin anew.                                          

Sound and Slide Projection 
We are in need of more volunteers to run the slides and sound for worship.  If you have an interest or know of 
someone who would be interested, please let Pastor Alex know.  No experience is required; we will teach 
people how to do both.  

 

Newsletter Deadline 
Items for the July newsletter are due by June 16th. Early submissions are greatly appreciated! 
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Contemporary Worship 
Do you play an instrument? Piano, guitar, saxophone, violin, cello...TUBA?  We would love to have you join the                              
contemporary worship team.  If interested, contact Pastor Alex or stop in on Sunday. 

 

Coffee & Conversation 
In June from 3:00-4:30pm you’ll find Pastor Dave at McDonald’s on Thursdays. He is looking forward to conver-
sation with anyone who wants to stop by. You may wish to check with the church office on Thursdays to see if 
he is unable to be there because of a funeral or other responsibility. He enjoys visiting about church, life in gen-
eral, or whatever is on your mind. Pastor Dave will not be there May 30th and June 4th.  

 

Sabbatical/Renewal 
I am pleased to share the work of the St. John’s Lutheran Church Sabbatical/Renewal Committee with members 
of our congregation.  For the past few months, this committee has been working with Pastor Dave to encourage 
and support him with plans for a sabbatical leave opportunity in the summer of 2020.  It is important to identify 
what a sabbatical leave is and what it is not.  A sabbatical leave is not a vacation.  Rather, it an opportunity for a 
long serving pastor to “step away briefly from the ongoing obligations of daily parish duty and to engage in a 
period of renewal and reflection.” Churches, like all organizations, are significantly dependent on the energy 
level of their leaders.  Pastor Dave has served St. John’s Lutheran faithfully and through significant change the 
past 12 years.  We believe this is the appropriate time for Pastor Dave to participate in a sabbatical leave and 
are encouraging him to do so.  This Sabbatical Leave will provide him important time for exploration, self-
reflection and regaining enthusiasm and creative for his future ministry with us.  You will be hearing more de-
tails of the proposed sabbatical leave and the grant funding we hope will support it from committee members in 
the upcoming months.—Steve Niklaus 

Happy Fathers Day  
We want to wish all fathers and grandfathers (and all who give fatherly care) a very Happy Father’s Day!  
“Thank You” for who you are, and for what you do!  Your place in the life of your child or grandchild is  
irreplaceable, especially when it comes to passing on the faith!   May God richly bless you as you live out your 
role as “dad” and “grandpa” – and may your child and/or grandchild see “Christ” in you! 

Synod Assembly 
This year’s Southwest Minnesota Synod Assembly will be held June 7th and 8th at Redwood Falls, MN.   The 
theme of this year’s assembly is: “Everyday Spirituality”.  The theme Biblical text is Joshua 1:9:  “I hereby 
command you:  Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, for the LORD your God is with 
you wherever you go.”  Our own Pastor Alex and our synod’s Youth Band (including Holly Eckholm) will be 
leading our singing and worship.  Pastor Dave, Pastor Alex and Holly Eckholm will be serving as “voting 
members” from St. John’s.  Please keep them and the entire Assembly in your prayers. 

FOURTH THURSDAY WORSHIP  
Our first year of offering Wednesday worship along with our D-Way classes was very successful, and we will 
be offering it again come next fall; but we will NOT be offering Wednesday worship from May through August 
simply because there are so many summer conflicts.  Rather, we will be offering a special FOURTH THURSDAY 
OF THE MONTH (FTM) worship service during May, June, July and August.   This FTM worship will be held, 
weather permitting, outside.  The service will begin at 6pm – and will be more of a Bible Camp format wor-
ship.  So mark your calendars for June 27, July 25 and August 22.   

   Many Thanks 
~To those serving on our summer “mowing teams” – thanks for keeping our property look so good! 
~To our “Garden Team” for caring for the garden areas in the front of the church. 
~To all our D-Way Guides, and to all who helped pick-up and serve pizza, throughout the school 

year! 
~To our Sunday school teachers and helpers – especially to Laura Eastling for her leadership as our 

Sunday School Coordinator! 
~To the adults and youth who participated in the Lock-Out Event 
~To all those who sang in this year’s Cantata, to Mark Nelson who directed, Becky Unger who ac-

companied, Dan Fasching who provided percussion, Judy Seaberg who narrated, and Mike Mil-
ler who handled sound.  

~To all who helped with this year’s Spring Clean-up. 
~To Alex Wrobbel organizing a crew to clean up the landscaping around the CYF Building as his Ea-

gle Scout project. 
~To the Invest in the Kingdom: Gathered in Christ, Scattered to Serve Team for hosting a special 

“Sunday morning Coffee” in celebration of completing two years of our three year campaign. 
~To Hope Sykora for providing us an update on our Precious Gifts Preschool, for our Preschool 

teacher and assistant (Robin and Trisha), for our Preschool drivers, and for our Preschool Board 
members. 

~To the adults and youth who participated in the Lock In 
~To all who brought items for display on Celebration of Gifts Sunday; and to the Chancel Choir who 

sang two anthems that day. 
~To all those who served as New Member Sponsors. 
~To Jill Wrobbel for her work in organizing our recognition of our Senior High Graduates. 
~To Cal Froehlich for once again preparing St. John’s “Chili” Entry for the Chamber’s Annual Chili 

Cook-off, and for all who helped serve!   We are also grateful for a Thrivent Action Grant to help 
defray the costs of the chili!!! 

 

Page 5 Good News Monthly 

Community Events 

Coming Up 
July 3-7 – St. John’s Taco Booth at the Annandale  
Fourth of July Celebration 
July 7-12 – Bible Camp Week 
July 12 – Annandale Care Center Communion Service @ 3:30pm 
July 21-27 – Youth Boundary Waters Trip 
July 25 – Fourth Thursday Worship @ 6pm 
July 26 – Vacation Bible School Sunday 
July 26- 29 – Vacation Bible School 
 
 
 

        
 
 

Congratulations 
~To Parker Kulm for taking sixth place in State in speech. 
~To Alex Wrobbel for taking first place at the Business 

Professionals of American National meet  
~To all graduates – high school, college, technical 

colleges, graduate degrees! 


