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From Pastor Dave…

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
331 W. Harrison St.
Annandale, MN 55302
Office Phone: 320-274-8827
Office Fax: 320-274-7283

ELCA

Precious Gifts Preschool:
320-274-9722
Email: info@stjohns-annandale.org
Web site: www.stjohns-annandale.org
Office Hours: Mon.- Fri., 8:00am-3:00pm

Sunday Worship
8:15am—Traditional
9:30am—Education
10:30am—Contemporary

St. John’s Staff
Dave Nelson, Lead Pastor
dnelson@stjohns-annandale.org
Alex Becker, Pastor
abecker@stjohns-annandale.org
Chrystal Fischer, Office Administrator
cfischer@stjohns-annandale.org
Aleah Edwards, Financial Administrator
aedwards@stjohns-annandale.org
Orma Lou Jacobsma, Organist
Georgene Gravdal, Custodian
Robin Jacobson, Precious Gifts Director/Teacher
robin@jacobsonfarm.com
Trisha Woods, Precious Gifts Teacher Assistant
Mark Nelson, Chancel Choir Director
music2Xnelson@gmail.com

Ministry Chairpersons:
Children, Youth & Family
Emily Combs
Outreach:
Worship and Music:
Support and Stewardship:
Tina Honsey
ELCA Missionary:
Terry Jensen

Sunday School Director:
Laura Eastling

New Year’s Resolutions
So, be honest – did you make any New Year’s resolutions? Did you resolve to lose weight,
exercise more, quit smoking? Such resolutions are fine, I think, but too often they have a
wrong starting point. Often resolutions grow out of the sense that we are not good enough
as we are. Thus, we convince ourselves that if only we could lose some weight, give up our
bad habits, or live healthier lives, maybe we would make it. Maybe we would overcome our
insecurities and feel as if we have worth. And so we make our New Year’s resolutions. But
more times than not, we end up failing to keep our resolutions, and consequently we end up
feeling even worse about ourselves. We conclude that we are losers.
But what if we started at a different place? What if we started with our identity in Christ?
What if we started by acknowledging and claiming that in Christ we are loved, cherished and
valued just as we are, and not as we think we should be? What if we began by saying yes to
the fact that in Christ we are loved more than we will ever be able to fully comprehend?
Then, secure in that identity, what if our resolutions were less about improving ourselves (to
make us more acceptable) and more about living every day more fully into the identity that is
already ours in Christ, resolving to do those things that allow us to most fully live that identity
in our daily lives, using the gifts God has given us to love and serve our neighbors?
Oh, we may fail at times, but our failures won’t ultimately determine our worth. Rather,
even when we fail, we can live with the assurance that we are children of God, fully forgiven,
eternally loved. We can let God lift us up, brush us off, and free us to try again. That’s what
the Christian life is all about – living into our identity – the identity that comes from God as a
gift.
So I invite you this year to make this your New Year’s resolution: “As a forgiven and loved
child of God, I resolve to wake up each day claiming that identity and then seeking each day
to live into what that means for me as I live my life. I will look for ways that I can more fully
love God and love my neighbor. And when I fail – when, not if – I will return once again to
my identity in Christ, allowing God to embrace me in God’s gracious arms of forgiveness.
Then I will try again, knowing that my trying is not for my sake, but for the sake of my neighbor who desperately needs my love.”
“…in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith.” Galatians 3:26
Happy New Year, St. John’s Community!
Pastor Dave

Sunday & Wednesday Scripture Readings
January 2—Matthew 1:1-17
January 6 & 9 (Epiphany Day)—Matthew 2:1-23
January 13 & 16 (Baptism of Our Lord)—Matthew 3:1-17
January 20 & 23—Matthew 4:1-17
January 27 & 30—Matthew 5:1-20
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St. John’s Lutheran Church Council Meeting

Season Of Epiphany

The season of Epiphany will begin with Epiphany Day on January 6 - the day on
which we remember the coming of the wise men or magi from the East. The
wise men were most likely pagan astrologers. The fact that THEY would travel a
long distance to pay homage to the “newborn king” reflects the fact the gift of
Christmas, the child Jesus, was God’s gift for ALL PEOPLE! The season of
Epiphany is a time of our church year when we “unwrap” the gift of Jesus and
reclaim the global nature of God’s mission.

Prayer For Christian Unity

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity begins January 18 and continues through January 25. While there
are many things that “divide” us as Christians – our forms of worship, our understanding of the sacraments,
our interpretation of various parts of the Bible, our forms of governance, etc. – there is ONE THING that
unites us: Jesus! Too often we spend too much time focusing on what divides us, rather than what unites
us! This week is an opportunity for all of us to remember that ONE THING – to remember that in Christ we
are one body, we are brothers and sisters, and that together we share a common mission: to reflect the
love of Christ in our world!

Annual Meeting

The Annual Meeting of the St. John’s congregational community will be Sunday, January 27 immediately
following our late worship service. A light lunch will be served by the members of the Church Council, and
then we will move directly into our meeting. Please make every effort to join us as we give thanks to God
for another year of ministry and as we look forward and envision where God is leading us to “Grow Even
Stronger” in 2019. That morning’s JOLT class, beginning at 9:30am, will be a Q and A regarding the report
and the proposed 2019 Budget – please join us with your questions.

All annual reports are due in the church office no later than January 2, 2019.

From The Hospitality Team

You may have heard that change is coming to our Gathering Area. St. John’s received a generous $5,000
donation which does not come from the budget or general fund. It was given specifically to create an
updated and more welcoming gathering space. Over the last eight months, the team brainstormed,
dreamed, talked to various congregation members, and designed a plan, along with free help from ELCA
building consultants. A consultant looked at our current space and reviewed the team’s plan. Using her
suggestions, the team then came up with a final proposal which was presented to the St. John’s council in
November. With the recommendations from the building consultant and the approval of the council, we are
excited to say that we will be adding some comfortable seating to the Gathering Area, a coffee bar, mugs
with the St. John’s logo, and coffee from locally owned In Hot Water.
We feel that members will enjoy the face lift while we also offer a space that is welcoming and offers
hospitality to guests and new members. We are so grateful for the generous donation that has made these
changes possible. We hope that the congregation embraces the changes and finds them to be an excellent
addition to our already wonderful church building.

Nominating Process

Our Nominating Committee is busy calling forth the gifts of leadership that will be needed as we move forward
into another year of ministry and mission. Please keep this very important process in your prayers, and if
asked to serve, please prayerfully take the time needed to consider the call to leadership within our
congregation. And thank you to those who have already said “yes” to the call to serve in a leadership position.
If you have any questions regarding the process, please contact one of this year’s Nominating Committee
members: Gloria Warner, Vickie Greene, Dan Berg, Shirley Hillestad, Dave Burd, and Diane Barkley.

Coming Up

~ January 6—Epiphany Day
~ January 27—Annual Meeting
~ February 3—SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY
~ February 3—Installation of Elected Leaders
~ February 23—Equipping Congregations Day in Willmar
~ March 6—Ash Wednesday

Date: 12/17/18 Start: 7:00pm End: 9:05pm
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Present: Lonnie Baack, Steve Miller, Makena Gunderson, Jason Eastling, Linda Dircks, Pastor Dave Nelson,
Pastor Alex Becker, Peggy Bodell, Diane Barkley, Matt Honsey, Derek Groth, Mary Iverson. Absent: David Burd

Topic

Discussion

Faith Talk:

Bill Berry

N/A

Pastor Dave

N/A

Scripture &
Prayer
Approval of
Agenda

Secretary’s
Report

Treasurer’s
Report
Executive
Committee
Actions

Approved with the addition of “discussion of quarterly statements” under New Business
Approved with the addition that per the Endowment Committee recommendation of
*Endowment Grants to be awarded to the following:
$300 each Seminary Debt Relief Grants to Pastors Kirsten Nelson-Roenfeldt,
Kayla Monson, and Alex Becker.
*$300 to the St. John’s Meditation/Prayer Area
*$300 to each the Annandale Free Store and to Sunset Ridge, $200 to each the Village
Ranch for Girls and Annandale Senior Dining.
*$300 each to Septuafest and Precious Gifts Preschool.
The Council approved these grant distributions with an online vote.
Approved

Pastor Alex’s
Report

*For IRS purposes, Pastor Alex asked to designate $21,000 of his salary as hosing
expenses.
*Hospitality—The furniture is ordered. Design of the coffee bar is done, and building is
starting this week. All other aspects of the Gathering Space face lift are starting to take
shape and will be implemented between now and the start of January.
NOTE: The face lift expenses are covered by an anonymous gift of $5,000 specifically for
the purpose of improving the Gathering Area.

Old
Business

*Grow Even Stronger Update.
*The Annual Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, January 27 following the 10:30 Worship
Service. A light lunch will be served in the fellowship area preceding the meeting. Council
members will provide crock pots of various soups and chili's. An assortment of different
breads will be purchased from Nelson Brothers. Bars will be furnished by 8 church
member volunteers.

New
Business
Council
Reminders

*A motion was approved to appoint Dave Holmgren to the Auditing Committee to fill out
the term of Patty Fasching (2020) and Val Nelson to a three year term (2021.)
*A person to serve a 3 year term on the Endowment Committee is still being sought.
The format of the recently mailed quarterly statements was discussed. Steve will talk to
Aleah about showing totals for the General Fund and Invest in the Kingdom.
*Faith Talk in January: Derek Groth
*SIGN UP FOR OFFERING DUTY
*Council Holiday gathering January 6 at Pastor Dave & Diane’s home.

Adjournment Motion to Adjourn at 9:05pm
Announcements

& Prayer

Action

M/S/P

Derek/Mary

M/S/P

Lonnie/Bill

M/S/P

Peggy/Mary

N/A

*Linda Dircks is presently organizing a “Sabbatical 2020 Team” They plan to meet after
the first of the year. The deadline for grant applications through the Lilly Foundation is
April 11, 2019 (for the 2020 year.)
*The Executive Committee will be conducting annual reviews of pastors in early January.
Pastor Dave will conduct the staff reviews for the office Staff in early January.
*For IRS purposes, Pastor Dave asked to designate $28,000 of his salary in 2019 as
Pastor Dave’s housing expenses.
*The Endowment Committee is seeking a person for a 3 year term to replace Mona
Report
Volden who is completing her second term.
*The Nominating Committee continues to fill one final position for a two year term on
the Church Council.
*Pastor Dave will arrange to purchase and distribute the Christmas Staff Gifts as outlined
in the church policies.

Matamba Update

Epiphany greetings from Matamba Tanzania to the members and friends of St. John’s Lutheran Church. A big
thank you from our sister parish for the prayers and well wishes over this Christmas time. A gift was sent from
St. John’s to Matamba in support of the church, St. Monica’s School, St. John’s Hospital and both Father Albert
and Father Mbiche. Much good work will be done with this including food for orphan students, medicine for
people of the Matamba community, and worship supplies for the church. Asante Sana!
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Pastor Dave

N/A

N/A

M/S/P

Mary/Bill

M/S/P

Peggy/Mary

N/A
M/S/P
Derek/Steve

N/A
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Treasurer’s
Page 10
Report
General Fund

Building Fund

November
2018
Monthly
Average
2017

Monthly Income

Monthly Expense

$31,020.10

$38,048.92

$38,025.61

$36,443.94

$9,496.06

Precious Gifts
Preschool
Notes:

2.
3.

Good News Monthly

GeneralGood
Fund
Balance
News
Monthly

From Pastor Alex

$21,804.73

Monthly Mortgage

$3,002.00
1.

Good News Monthly

$9,616.04

$21,850.46

PG Expense

PG Balance

$2,023.70

$10,738.46

The General Fund had $7,029 more in expenses than income during November, 2018. Year-To-Date 2018, we have a General Fund
deficit of $(33,369) We need to have a very strong December, 2018 to reach our budgeted amounts, and break-even for 2018. Our
General Fund Balance is still a positive $21,805, but has declined form $55,173 on January 1, 2018. This is not a good situation.
We maintain a positive balance, our next mortgage payment will be $9,587.00
Precious Gifts Preschool Fund balance is positive, and increased during November, 2018.

Remember our mission at St. John’s is supported by your talents and generous gifts. THANK YOU!

Endowment Committee News

Have you included the St. John’s Endowment in your estate plan? There is a variety of options
available to you. To learn about the many ways to make a planned gift, please contact the
InFaith Community Foundation at 800-365-4172 (where our St. John’s Endowment is held) and
they would be happy to explain them to you.
Gifts and memorials given to our Endowment Fund help us to enhance our mission and
outreach as a congregation. Please know that we are grateful for each and every gift given to
the St. John’s Endowment – no matter the size – whether it’s through your estate or as a gift in memory or in
honor of someone. Such gifts allow us to support worthwhile ministries within and beyond our congregation.

Holiday Fair Net Receipts—Distribution Of Funds 2018

ELCA Disaster Relief—$500.00
Lutheran World Relief—$500.00
Lutheran Social Services—$500.00 Hands For Hope—$500.00
Youth First—$200.00
Sunset Ridge—$200.00
Free Store—$300.00
Women Of The ELCA (National—$200.00
Start-Up Change (2019)—$500.00

World Hunger—$500.00
Septuafest—$700.00
Senior Dining—$200.00
South Haven Fire Dept—$50.00(gratuity)
$4,850.00
Local W/ELCA
25.86
$4,875.86

Gathered In Christ...Scattered To Serve

Have you seen our beautiful newly refreshed sanctuary? I hope you appreciate the hard
work and time our property committee put into identifying the problem. I love the new
look and having it restored as a beautiful place
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Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! I hope that everyone had a marvelous Christmas season. I want to
thank everyone for the cards and gifts. Our family is very grateful, and we have enjoyed the treats. I also
want to thank the congregation for the wonderful endowment grant that helps to offset some of my
education loans. Again, we are very grateful.
As the new year begins, I’m thinking about how I can become a better me – work out more, eat better, read
more. The list goes on. One aspect of a new me that I think about not nearly enough is strengthening my
faith with my family. So if you’re like me and need a shot in the arm for family faith practices, maybe it’s
time we try something. You’ve maybe heard of the FAITH5 before, and maybe you’ve even tried it. Rev. Dr.
Rich Melheim, the creator of the FAITH5 writes, “FAITH5 (Faith Acts In The Home) is a simple, easy-toimplement faith practice, perfect for incorporating into your bedtime routine for five to fifteen minutes a
night. When done over time, the FAITH5™ carries the power to enrich communication, deepen
understanding, aid sleep, and promote mental, physical and spiritual health. What happens to children who
check in with their parents every night before going to bed? What happens to a family that shares highs and
lows, scripture, talk, prayer and blessing most every night of their lives? What are the psychological,
sociological, neurological and theological benefits a child receives when they are given such consistent,
intentional care before drifting off to sleep each night? How might a simple, five-step faith practice change a
child, a family, and a world?”
The Five Steps of the FAITH5™:
STEP ONE: SHARE your highs and lows
STEP TWO: READ a Bible verse or story
STEP THREE: TALK about how the Bible reading might relate to your highs and lows
STEP FOUR: PRAY for one another’s highs and lows
STEP FIVE: BLESS one another
So what do you think? Will you and your family join me and mine in 2019, trying out this faith practice? I can
only imagine the amazing ways that God will work in and through our conversations and prayers. If you
decide to try FAITH5 out, I encourage you to share how it goes and let me know if you see any changes after
a few weeks. I have a hunch that God has something marvelous in store for us all!
In Christ, Pastor Alex

Family Game Show Night

Do you enjoy the game shows from past and present? Shows like the Family Feud,
Minute to Win-It, games from the Tonight Show with Jimmy Fallon, and more? Join
us on January 18 for a night of fun, games and laughter. Starting at 5:30pm we will
have a free pizza dinner and other sides to go with it. At 6:30pm the games will
begin. Bring your entire family, your friends, and co-workers and come prepared
for the gamut of game shows. Sign up at the welcome desk or on the church
website. Signing up will help us figure out supplies and how much food to order.

Joyful Jar

The Joyful Jar has been a great addition to our worship life here at St. John’s. It has been so much fun
watching the young ones of our congregation bring forward the gifts of so many people. Thank you to all
who continually give and flag down young people to give them something to put in the jar. It is teaching
some amazing things about giving. Not only are our young people and adults being impacted, but also the
organizations that receive the gifts at the end of each month. Here is a list of what organizations have
received support from the Joyful Jar so far, and those that will in the coming months.

Communion Service At Annandale Care Center

Our monthly service of Holy Communion will be January 4 at 1:30pm. While this worship service is
intended for St. John’s members who are residents at the Care Center and Centennial Villa apartments,
it is open to all residents, family and friends.

In Need Of Prayer

People at St. John’s are ready to pray for and with you --- in times of joy, and in times of need. To activate
this prayer ministry please contact the church office. Only the information you choose to share will be
passed on to the Prayer Ministry participants. Please understand that if you are calling on behalf of
another person, in order to respect the right of privacy, and for the sake of confidentiality, you must have
that individual’s permission before we can activate the prayer ministry and pray for them by name.

Pastoral Visits

Please call the church office and let us know if you desire a pastoral visit – especially if you are going to
be hospitalized. If it is an emergency, feel free to call Pastor Dave at home.

Mission of the Month
October: Angel Fund (School Lunch Support) - $509.64
November: Share Your Christmas - $401.88
December: Annandale Food Shelf - $
January: AES Nurses Fund
February: Youth First
March: Sunset Ridge

April: Food For Kidz
May: Summer Camp Scholarships
June: Companion Synod
July: Youth Activity Fees
August: AES Backpack Program

55+ Potluck—January 15 at 11:30am

Come enjoy “Covers Up” a presentation of quilts by Mary Iverson, music by Arlene Sands and wonderful
fellowship. Bring a dish to share!

Coffee & Conversation

In January from 3:00-4:30pm you’ll find Pastor Dave at McDonald’s on Thursdays. He is looking forward to
conversation with anyone who wants to stop by. You may wish to check with the church office on Thursdays
to see if he is unable to be there because of a funeral or other responsibility. He enjoys visiting about church,
life in general, or whatever is on your mind.

Good
Good News
News Monthly
Monthly
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Connect With Others Continued…

Hands For Hope 2019

Hands for Hope meetings will resume on Monday, Jan. 14. Newcomers are always welcome to help tie
quilts and knit or crochet prayer shawls. Meetings take place the second and fourth Monday of most
months from 9:30 – 11:00. If you aren’t able to attend meetings but would like to work on quilts and
prayers shawls at home, please contact LaDonna Howell or Gladys Johnson about quilts or Marge
Lundeen about prayer shawls.

Writing Group 2019

The Writing Group will gather on Thursday, Jan. 24, from 1-3 pm in the church library. Whether you like
to write fiction or nonfiction, poetry or prose, consider joining us for ideas and inspiration. We read our
work aloud in a non-critical setting and enjoy preserving our thoughts and memories for the future. We
will meet the fourth Thursday of every month except November and December. It’s never too late to
start writing and sharing your work. Anyone from the area will find a warm welcome and new friends.

Precious Gifts Pebbles

Christmas was full of celebrating Jesus’ Birthday at Precious Gifts! We made presents, shared
the story of His birth, decorated gingerbread cookies and listened to live Christmas carols.
We learned the greatest gift was Jesus’ birth. An experience the kids will not soon forget! We
start the new year continuing our learning of letters and numbers with fun themes.
Happy New Year!

A Prayer For January
Dear father of us all, I come to you with wonder and thankfulness for who you are and what you have
done for mankind, through your son, Jesus! As 2018 comes to a close I reflect on joys and challenges. You
have faithfully walked with me through it all.
Starting a new year reminds me of a beautiful fresh snow fall that lies peacefully untouched. Soon fox,
deer, rabbits and children are frolicking. The snow gets a little messy!
Thank you, dear Lord, for walking with me each step of the way as I step into this fresh new year. Teach
me to follow and trust You during the messiness and peacefulness of this unmarked 2019. As the fresh
winder snows cover your earth, Teach me how to be your freshness for those I meet. I pray that you bless
me with your wisdom and strength so that my life will glorify you. Amen.
JW

Meals On Wheels

January 2019 is St. John’s turn to deliver meals on wheels to the Annandale community.
There is a sign up calendar in the Gathering Area. Please volunteer by signing up for one or
more days. This is an opportunity for one or more days. This is an opportunity for us to
experience, live, and share the love of Christ. If you have any questions, see Diane Barkley.

Sound and Slide Projection

We are in need of more volunteers to run the slides and sound for worship. If you have an interest or
know of someone who would be interested, please let Pastor Alex know. No experience is required;
we will teach people how to do both.

Time & Talent

Thank you to everyone who filled out the Time & Talent surveys. We are always looking for more help.
If you haven’t had a chance to fill one out, they are still in the Gathering Area and on our website.

Contemporary Worship

Do you play an instrument? Piano, guitar, saxophone, violin, cello...TUBA? We would love to have you
join the contemporary worship team. If interested, contact Pastor Alex or stop in on Sunday.

Scheduling Events

If you are scheduling an event here at St. John’s or if your Ministry Team changes the date of their
meeting, please be sure to clear it with Chrystal in the office so that we can make sure that we are not
double-scheduling our space. Thanks!

Newsletter Deadline

Items for the January newsletter are due by January 17. Early submissions are greatly appreciated this
month!

JOLT (Joy of Learning Together)

In January, our Sunday morning Adult Class will continue a series entitled:
“Unafraid: Living with Courage and Hope in Uncertain Times.” We know Jesus tells
us, “Do not be afraid,” but with everything going on in the world, how is it possible not to be
anxious? In this five week study based on his book UNAFRAID, Adam Hamilton explores the
worries and fears most of us experience. Together we will learn to identify fears and discover
practical steps for
overcoming them, all in the light of Scripture and a faith that
promises again and again that we can live with courage and hope.
January 6
In video Session 4 titled Apocalypse, Change, Missing Out, and Finances, Adam Hamilton talks
about apocalyptic thinking with his guests, Carlos, Ginger, and Marie. He also interviews Jerre
Stead, who has served as CEO of several companies, about the role that uncertainty plays in
business planning and business relationships.
January 13
In video Session 5 titled Aging, Illness, Dying, and the Fear of the Lord, Adam Hamilton
explores fears of death and illness with his guests, Carlos, Ginger, and Marie. He also
welcomes his spouse, LaVon Hamilton, to discuss her own struggles with anxiety.
January 20
Beginning in 2010, by Presidential Proclamation, each January has been designated National
Slavery and Human Trafficking Prevention Month. Slavery and Human trafficking is not just
happening in other parts of the world; it is happening all around us. Learn the facts about
human trafficking and discover what you can do to bring change.
January 27
Q and A regarding 2018 Annual Report and 2019 Proposed Budget
This will be an opportunity to gather with members of the Church Council and Pastor Dave to ask
questions of clarification regarding the 2018 Annual Report and/or to the 2019 Proposed Budget.

Good News Monthly
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CYF Upcoming Events
(Children,Youth, and Family)

Sunday School

We had over 40 Sunday School kids sing for the congregation on Sunday, December
16th. Over half came back in the afternoon to sing again, decorate sugar cookies, make ornaments, and watch the movie, The Star. It was a wonderful celebration in honor of Jesus'
birthday. We will begin a new rotation in January learning about the Lord's Prayer.

Wednesday D-Way

January 2—D-Way & Wednesday Worship
January 9—D-Way & Wednesday Worship
January 16—D-Way & Wednesday Worship
January 23—D-Way & Wednesday Worship
January 30—D-Way & Wednesday Worship
February 6—D-Way & Wednesday Worship
February 13—D-Way & Wednesday Worship
February 21—D-Way & Wednesday Worship
February 27—D-Way & Wednesday Worship
March 6—Lenten Service Ash Wednesday
March 13—Lenten Service
March 20—Lenten Service
March 27—Lenten Service
April 3—Lenten Service
April 10—Lenten Service
April 17—Holy Week—No D-Way
April 3—Food For Kidz

Many Thanks

~ To the Nominating Team as they are in the process of calling forth the gifts of leadership.
~ To all who helped with the Holiday Fair—especially those who provided leadership to this event. Thanks
also to all who donated items and participated in the event.
~ To the Visual Arts Team for making our Sanctuary look so festive.
~ To all who ordered Poinsettia plants.
~ To the Sara Circle for putting up and decorating our Memorial Tree; and to all who have donated
ornaments in memory of a loved one.
~ To all who helped with the Advent Wreath Litany and Candle lighting throughout the Sundays of Advent.
~ To all who provided food and assisted with serving the Funeral Luncheon for Lori Thompson.
~ To members of the Property Team for cleaning out and organizing the White House Garage.
~ To those who have agreed to serve on this year’s Snow Shoveling team.
~ To all who have returned their “Grow Even Stronger” giving intent cards for 2019.
~ To Marge Lundeen for leading one of the JOLT classes for Pastor Dave.
~ To the Tuesday morning Bible Studies (especially Mary Iverson) for hosting a Christmas Party for the
men at Sunset Ridge.
~ To all who volunteer in the office each week—helping with mailings, bulletins, newsletters, etc.
~ To all the youth and adults that went Caroling.
~ To all who purchased and donated gifts for Share Your Christmas—and a special thank you to Joyce
Wadman and Diane Barkley for coordinating this effort! We helped 13 families!
~ To the Chancel Choir, the Red Vesters, the Sunday School Youth and the Rejoice Team for sharing and

In Case of Inclement Weather

Upcoming Events/Games

When the weather is questionable, and we have something scheduled at church, we will:
1) Put an announcement on our voice mail indicating whether events are still on or are cancelled,
2) Put an announcement on the website at www.stjohns-annandale.org indicating whether events are
on or are cancelled, and
3) If an event is cancelled, we will also notify the following radio/television stations: KRWC Buffalo
(1360AM), KTIS Minneapolis (98.5FM)-(broadcast on webpage), and WCCO (830AM) (broadcast on
webpage).
4) Post it on Facebook.
In all cases, please make wise and safe choices.

Youth Group

CommunityEvents

Do you have any games, events or other happenings that you’d
like to see Pastor Alex attend? Send him your sports schedule
or the date of your events and he will try to attend.

Starting again on January 2 is Youth Group for all 8-12th grade
youth. Join us from 7:45-9:00pm each Wednesday in the Youth
Room. Come for a time of games, discussion, laughter, fun, and
food. Friends are always invited. Can’t wait to see you all there!

It’s A New Year—Annandale Christian Women’s Club

January 10 at 9:30am here at St. John’s Church—Cost $9
Special Feature: Untamed Paradise, Rose Borman, Artist
Music: Judy Johnson, Soloist
Speaker: Bonnie Lutz, Ashby, MN “Living Happily Ever After”
Call Ardelle for reservations—320-274-8336 or Betsy—320-274-5419

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

January 2019
Wednesday

1
2 Annual Reports Due
Happy New Year! 12:30pm
Staff Meeting
5:15pm
Church Office
D-Way Dinner
Closed
5:55pm
Large Groups
6:00pm
Choir Practice
6:30pm
Small Groups

3

Thursday

3:00—4:30pm
Pastor Dave at
McDonald’s
6:00pm
Worship Band
Practice

4

Friday

Saturday
5

1:30pm
Care Center
Communion
5:00pm
Staff Gathering
@ Chrystal &
Dan’s

7:05pm
Worship

Mary Iverson

7:30pm
AA Mtg—Ed Bldg
7:45pm
Youth Group
7
6 Epiphany Day
8:15am
Traditional Worship
w/Communion
9:30am
Sunday School
9:30am
6:00pm
JOLT
Boy Scouts
10:30am
Contemporary
Worship
w/Communion
5:00pm
Council Gathering @
Pastor Dave & Diane’s
5:30pm

8
8:00am
Men’s Bible
Study .
10:00am
Women’s Bible
Study

13
8:15am
Traditional Worship
w/Communion
9:30am
Sunday School
9:30am
JOLT
10:30am
Contemporary
Worship
w/Communion

14

15
8:00am
Men’s Bible
Study
10:00am
Women’s Bible
Study
11:30am
55+ Potluck

20
8:15am
Traditional Worship
9:30am
Sunday School
9:30am
JOLT
10:30am
Contemporary
Worship w/
Communion
5:30pm
Cub Scouts-Den 4

21

9:30am
Hands For Hope

5:00pm
Girl Scouts in
ED Building
6:00pm
Boy Scouts

6:00pm
Boy Scouts

7:05pm
Worship

7:30pm
AA Mtg—Ed Bldg
7:45pm
Youth Group

6:00pm
Worship & Music
7:00pm
Exec. Comm. Mtg
22
8:00am
Men’s Bible
Study
10:00am
Women’s Bible
Study

7:00pm
Council Mtg

27
28
8:15am
9:30am
Traditional Worship
Hands For Hope
w/Communion
9:30am
Sunday School
9:30am
JOLT-Q & A about
Annual Report
10:30am
Contemporary
Worship
w/Communion
11:30am
Annual Meeting with a
light lunch served.

9
10:00am
Staff Meeting
5:15pm
D-Way Dinner
5:55pm
Large Groups
6:00pm
Choir Practice
6:30pm
Small Groups

16
10:00am
Staff Meeting
5:15pm
D-Way Dinner
5:55pm
Large Groups
6:00pm
Choir Practice
6:30pm
Small Groups
7:05pm
Worship

7:30pm
AA Mtg—Ed Bldg
7:45pm
Youth Group
23
10:00am
Staff Meeting
5:15pm
D-Way Dinner
5:55pm
Large Groups
6:00pm
Choir Practice
6:30pm
Small Groups
7:05pm
Worship

7:30pm
AA Mtg—Ed Bldg
7:45pm
Youth Group
29
8:00am
Men’s Bible
Study
10:00am
Women’s Bible
Study
5:00pm
Property Meeting
6:00pm
SAS Meeting at
Salem in St.
Cloud

30
5:15pm
D-Way Dinner
5:55pm
Large Groups
6:00pm
Choir Practice
6:30pm
Small Groups
7:05pm
Worship

7:30pm
AA Mtg—Ed Bldg
7:45pm
Youth Group

10
9:30am
Annandale
Christian Women
2:00pm
Endowment
Committee
3:00—4:30pm
Pastor Dave at
McDonald’s
6:00pm
Worship Band

11

12

Peggy Bodell

Mary
Iverson
17
9:30am
Annandale
Christian Women
Board Mtg
10:00am
Newsletter Deadline
3:00—4:30pm
Pastor Dave at
McDonald’s
6:00pm
Worship Band

18

24

25

1:00pm
Writing Group
3:00—4:30pm
Pastor Dave at
McDonald’s
6:00pm
Worship Band
Practice

31
3:00—4:30pm
Pastor Dave at
McDonald’s
6:00pm
Worship Band
Practice

19

Gabrielle Smith
Salvador Wirth

A: Jim Framstad
V: Phyllis Framstad

Avery Seagraves
Faith Pool

A:
V: Jake Seaberg

Brock Hartman
Clara Wall

A:
V: Jake Seaberg

Bryn Fahey
Julia Segner
Carter Tenney
Emma McGinnis

A:
V: Jake Seaberg

Brandon Cooper
Clara Wall

A:
V:

Salvador Wirth
Gabrielle Smith
Peggy
Bodell

5:30pm
Family Game
Show Night

A:
V:

Cindy & Duane
Sprague

James Segner
Carter Tenney

A:
V: Jake Seaberg
A:
V:

26

WELCA Circles:

Ushers

Sarah Circle:

8:15 Service

Ron Johnson
Gail & Kevin Bergstrom

10:30 Service

Todd & Hope Sykora Family
Drew & Donna Jacobson

Altar Guild
Amy Hegge
Donna Jacobson

Tuesday, January 15, 7:00pm
Hostess: Ardis Nelson
Bible Study Leader: Patty Fasching

Rachel Circle:

Wednesday, Jan 9, 9:30am
Hostess: Mary
Bible Study Leader: LaDonna
***No Pot Luck***

Ruth Circle:

Monday, January 14, 2:00pm
Hostess: Beryl Geisinger

