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A Message from Pastor Dave… 
 
Dear Church family, 
 
This month we will be conducting our annual stewardship campaign under the theme:   
“Growing a Culture of Generosity”.   
 
I grew up in a family that didn’t talk much about money.  But every Saturday, my dad would sit down at 
his desk and write out a check for the Sunday offering, and then he would lean the envelope against his 
desk light so that he and my mom would remember to take it with them to worship the next morning.  
This happened every Saturday, like clockwork.  I know, because every time my dad sat down at his 
desk, he blocked my view of the television, and so I had to move from my favorite chair. 
 
In time, as I grew, I learned that the offering envelope that my parents placed in the offering plate each 
week included a rather significant amount of money – in comparison to my dad’s income as a pastor. 
But my parents did it gladly – out of gratitude for what God had first given them.  Yes, my parents were 
generous people – not only in their giving to God through our local congregation, but also in their sup-
port of other organizations who did good work in our community and beyond.  They even set up a small 
trust that continues to provide support to those organizations and ministries that were close to their 
heart – long after their deaths. 
 
Because of the modeling of my parents, I learned to be a glad and generous giver, as well.  From my 
very first job at Hardee’s and throughout my years of ministry, I have given off the top, an offering to 
God and God’s work in the world.   And when Diane and I got married, we made a commitment to  
continue to give off the top, and to grow our giving each and every year – and that we have done.  
 And, dear friends, there is nothing better than knowing that you are supporting something bigger than 
yourself, and that through your offerings, lives are being changed through the ministries of the  
congregation and the larger church.     
 
Throughout my life, I have had the blessing of being surrounded by generous people who continue to 
teach me how to be generous. One of those people was a young businessman who had recently joined 
the congregation I was serving. One day he shared with me that he not only gave generously from his 
own income, but he gave away 10 percent of the profits of his business each year to various  
organizations and ministries. He told me that the congregation I was serving, his congregation, would 
be receiving some of those funds – above and beyond his personal stewardship.  And you could tell 
that this gave him great joy.  One time, he was considering expanding his business – it seemed like a 
done deal.  I talked to him one day, and asked about the addition. He replied that he had decided 
against it – felt that if he went ahead with the expansion it would take away from what he wanted to be 
his primary commitments in life – God and his family. This man was younger than me – but he had  
wisdom beyond his years, a deep spirit of generosity, and a joy in giving, that became an inspiration in 
my life, and still is.      
 
As we think about our giving for 2021, I hope that we will all pause and consider who in our lives has 
modeled generosity for us; and that we will give thanks for them and for the models they have been and 
continue to be.   And I hope that we will, like them, seek to be as generous as we can be in the coming 
year – as we support the ministries of God in and through St. John’s, and as we support other organiza-
tions that are making a positive difference in our world.    
 
I would love it if you would be willing to share with me stories of those people who have positively  
influenced your sense of generosity either through an email or a note. And let me know if you are OK 
with me sharing those stories with the congregation. 
 
Your Servant in Christ, Pastor Dave 
 
P.S.  Happy New Year!   May 2021 bring us back together again! 

https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsannandale
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Sunday Scripture Readings 
January 3 – Luke 2:41-52 
January 10 – Luke 3:1-22 
January 17 – Luke 4:14-30 
January 24 – Luke 5:1-11 
January 31 – Luke 6:1=16 

In- Person Worship, Wednesday D-Way and Sunday School Update 
Pending favorable Covid-19 numbers, our plan is to return to in-person worship and Sunday School on January 17th, and  
D-Way on Wednesday, January 20th.  Our D-Way classes will follow the school – so if school is back to in-person on January 
20th, so will be D-Way.  If school is online – so will be D-Way.    
Please watch for updates as we move towards these target dates. 
 
Online Sunday Worship   
Each Sunday you are encouraged to join us for worship at 8:30 on Facebook Premier.   You will be able to say “hello” to  
others in real time using the chat.   We also hope that you will use the chat to share prayer concerns, to comment on the one 
thing that you are going to take away from the worship service, or to share where you are seeing God these days, etc. 
 
Once the Premier has taken place, the worship service continues to be available on our St. John’s Facebook page so that 
you can watch at your own convenience, and you will also find a link to the worship service on our website. 

Zoom Conversation with the Pastors and St. John’s Friends 
We as pastors invite you to join us, and other St.John’s friends, on Zoom.  We are enjoying this times 
of conversation.  It has been fun to gather together, to see each other’s faces, and to share some 
laughs.  We will share the Zoom meeting invite link through Email blasts and we invite you to join us. 
               
               Pastor Dave will host on Wednesday nights from 8-9pm 
               Pastors will host Sunday morning Fellowship at 10:00am  

Wednesday Offering Drop-Off/Communion Elements Pickup 
Each Wednesday between 4:30 and 5:30 individuals can drop by their weekly offerings at the 
church.  One of the pastors will be there to greet you.   Also, in the month of January,  January 6th 
and January 20th you will be able to pick up pre-packaged Communion Elements for the  
following Sunday’s online service. 

Church Office  
The church office continues to be closed for drop-in visits, and not all staff are working on site; but beginning January 1 both 
Andrea and Aleah will resume their normal work hours.     
            Andrea:  Mon and Friday 7am-3pm; Tues – Thurs.  8am –3pm 
            Aleah    Mon – Friday  9am-3pm 
 
We continue to ask that if people need to speak with any member of the staff that they would call ahead and make 
an appointment.  We want to limit the number of people who are in the main office at any given moment.   Staff, and any 
visitors, will be asked to wear a mask when they are in the main office area, or inside the church building.  Staff members 
who are in their offices (with their doors closed) will be able to remove their masks.  Staff members will meet with individu-
als, as needed, either in the Library, the Gathering area, or the Fellowship Hall, as needed. 
 
Again, in all of our actions, our top priority has been to protect the health and well-being of the members and guests of St. 
John’s.   We hope that people will understand that our cautioned response is based on love for our neighbor, grounded in 
the advice of health care workers, and based on the fact that there still remain too many unknowns regarding the virus.   .   
 
Our Covid Preparedness Plan calls for the following steps to be taken once the office is reo-
pened: 
 

Limit the number of people in the office to maintain physical distancing. 
Members and friends wishing to meet/see staff will need to make an appointment 
before coming to the church. 
All will be encouraged to meet in the Fellowship Hall, Gathering Space, or Library instead of the  
Individual offices to allow for physical distancing. 

Communion Service at Annandale Care Center   
Our monthly services of Holy Communion are suspended until the Care Center lifts its visiting restrictions.   
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Condolences  
Ruth Gruys and family - the death of Arnie   

 
 

Healing-Members of St. John’s 
Ruth Gruys - both have tested positive for COVID  

Milt Froehlick - Milt is recovering from COVID 
Esther Hanlon - healing of her hand  

Colleen Vinkemeier - dialysis  
Janelle Nilson - back  

Patty Behrends - recovering from hip surgery  
Jenny Klein – Cancer Treatment 

Judy Peterson – Recovering from 2nd surgery 
  

Assisted Living/Care Center Facilities 
Ruth Gruys - Centennial Villa  

Milt Froehlick (Meredith) - Annandale Care Center  
Barb Beals - Annandale Care Center  

LuVerna Anderson - Parkview Care Center, Buffalo  
Geraldine Nelson -  Annandale Care Center 
Lorenchia Scott - at Big Lake Assisted Living 

Barb Beals - at Annandale Care Center 
Elizabeth Olson -  Annandale Assisted Living 

 
Healing-Family & Friends of St. John’s 

Diane Barkley’s cousin - Dennis, recovering from open heart bypass surgery  
Kim – daughter of Dolly and Ron Alger – Cancer Treatment 

Judy Johnson – healing after shoulder surgery 
 

Support   
Alex Steffen – son of Lori Steffen 

Dasan Hood Beckman – son of Keith and Laura Hood Beckman 

Jessica Forness - Joint Base Goose Creek, SC - US Navy 

Lorenzo Swanson - Grandson of John & Diane Swanson; Camp Lejeune, NC—Marines 

Alec Swanson - Grandson of John & Diane Swanson-Charleston, SC  Air Force 

Seth & Samantha Johnson - Grandson of Lloyd & Maria Johnson; Norfolk, US Navy - deployed 

Sean & Courtney Johnson - Grandson of Lloyd & Maria Johnson; PT Hueneme, CA - U.S. Navy - deployed 

Robin (Ekholm) O’Connor & Jesse O’Connor - Daughter and son-in-law 

of Bryan & Lucy Ekholm; Washtington, Spokane - Fair Child Air Force Base 

McKenna and Jake Ekholm Malloy- Daughter of Bryan & Lucy Ekholm; 
St. Angello, TX - Air Force 

Teddy and Mavis Erickson  - Fort Bragg, North Carolina - Army 

Erin Schwanke - Daughter of Ron & Sue Schwanke; Coronado, CA- U.S. Navy   
 
 
 

Note: If a correction is needed or you would like a name removed or added please inform the church office.   
In an effort to keep the list current and accurate, we will be updating/removing prayer requests on a monthly basis;  

please contact  andrea@stjohns-annandale.org.   
 

Thank you! 

Keep Us In Your Prayers 
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Our monthly service of Holy Communion will be May 3 at 1:30pm. While this worship service is intended for             
s members who are residents at the Care Center and Centennial Villa apartments, it is open to all           
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Sacraments 
In regards to Baptisms, we invite you to contact the church office, and we will be glad  
to visit with you about the options that are available, according to the guidelines of the  
Health Department. We will be offering Holy Communion “virtually” on the 2nd and 4th  
Sundays of each month.  Those communing online will need to provide your own elements 
(e.g. wine or grape juice and bread) or they will be able to pick up elements at the church  

    on Wednesdays between 4:30 and 5:30pm. 

Stewardship 2021 
If you have been wondering if you missed information regarding our fall stewardship program – rest assured, you have not.   
Due to our Strategic Planning process, Covid issues, and the holiday season – we will be conducting our Stewardship  
process for 2021 in January.   Please watch for two important mailings during the month of January, along with other  
stewardship information that will be shared as part of our Sunday worship.  We will invite individuals to return their “estimate 
of giving cards for 2021” on Sunday, January 31st.    

Constitutional Updates 
Last year we should have presented and passed amendments to our Constitution based on the changes made to the ELCA 
Model Constitution at the Churchwide Assembly last summer; but we forgot to give the required 30 day notice. So, we will be 
acting on those amendments at our annual meeting on Sunday, January 31st.   These amendments pertain only to those 
parts of our constitution that are required of congregations within the ELCA.  None of the changes will impact our current 
practices here at St. John’s.   Copies of the proposed changes are available online at our Website – or in printed form upon 
request. 

2021 – 135
th

 Anniversary of St. John’s 
This year marks our 135th year of ministry here in the Annandale area.   
We give thanks for God’s faithfulness throughout those many years, and we  
look forward to celebrating this important milestone together in the coming 
year.  

Ready to Celebrate…Free to Dream  
Ready to Celebrate 
We are grateful for all those who have returned their pledge cards.   Thus far we have received just over half of the pledge 
cards that we received three years ago.  If you have returned your pledge card – THANK YOU!  If you haven’t yet returned 
your card, please do so at your earliest convenience.  Remember that all gifts, great and small, are needed to meet our goal 
of paying off our mortgage in February of 2022.  That’s why we are getting “ready to celebrate”!!!!  If you have misplaced 
your pledge card you can either call the church office and request a new card or you can fill out your pledge card online via 
our website.      
 
Free to Dream 
As we get ready to burn the mortgage, we are also taking this time to focus on our vision and mission moving forward.  We 
are grateful for all those who have participated in the congregational events that we held, and who completed a survey, and 
who continue to read and reflect on the weekly devotionals – adding your thoughts to our online bulletin board.  We are also 
extremely grateful to our Strategic Planning team members:  Steve Niklaus, Diane Barkley, Carter Diers, Lori Hausken and 
David Rose who have been conversing with community leaders regarding the needs our community and ways that we could 
partner together.       
 
In short, this process has involved lots and lots of listening.  And we are excited to begin to see some strong themes  
emerging.  The Strategic Planning Team shared with the Church Council some initial work – getting their feedback, and 
making sure we are hearing correctly, and are on the right path.   The Team will also present the same information at our 
Annual Meeting to get your (the congregation’s) feedback and input.  As we have stated before, we don’t want this to be a 
top-down strategic plan, but rather a strategic plan that comes from God through you.  By the end of the process we will 
have identified and clarified our mission/vision/core values; we will have identified min-
istry goals and objectives (including any space needs that we believe will need to be 
addressed in order to meet a given ministry goal), and we will have a clear community 
embraced vision of where God is leading us. 
 
Our plan is to have the strategic planning process completed by late spring of 2021.   
Please keep this process in your prayers. 
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Offering Counters Needed… 
If you (or someone that you know!) would like to help out St. John's by serving as an Offering  Counter, we have a 
deal for you! We are in need of volunteers to help out counting and depositing funds from the Church.  
Offering Counters typically commit to 1-2 months per year (one day per week) in a team of two. This routinely takes 
an hour or less to complete. No experience is necessary, and anyone can help. 
  
If you are interested in helping, please contact the Church Office or Aleah Edwards directly at aedwards@stjohns-
annandale.org. This only takes a little of your time, and we will train you.  
Thank you in advance! 

New Sanctuary Camera System is Installed 
Our new system was installed just prior to Christmas, and so we used it for the first time to record our Christmas services.   
We hope you enjoyed the various camera angles and better sound. Being its a new system, it will take us some time to 
fully learn the system and its capabilities – we ask for your patience. But we already have noticed a significant time savings 
in editing and uploading our services.  We believe this system will serve the ministry of St. John’s well as we move into 
God’s future. Thank you for your generosity that enabled us to make this investment  

Endowment Committee News 
Each year we are able to provide helpful support to congregational, local and churchwide ministries thanks to the generosity 
of those who have given gifts to our Endowment Fund.  
A gift to our Endowment Fund truly IS a gift that keeps on giving. 
 
Have you included the St. John’s Endowment in your estate plan?  There are a variety of options  available to you. To learn 
about the many ways to make a planned gift, please contact the In-Faith Community Foundation at 800-365-4172  
(where our St. John’s Endowment is held) and they would  be happy to explain them to you. 
 
Gifts and memorials are also another way you can support our Endowment Fund. Please know that 
we are grateful for each and every gift given to the St. John’s Endowment – no matter the  
size – whether it’s through your estate or as a gift in memory or in honor of someone. 
 
The Endowment Committee will be meeting this month to award grants.  Those grants will be announced in 
the Annual Report after they are approved by the Council at this month’s meeting.   
Thanks to all who submitted an Endowment Grant Application.   

Project Completed 
All our lighting in both buildings, including outside lights and parking lot, are now LED.   We just finished our third and final 
stage – receiving two grants, in the process, that greatly lowered our costs.  This will, again, have a positive impact on  
lowering our electrical bill, and getting more hours out of each and every bulb.  Thank you for your generosity that enables 
us to steward our buildings. 

Prayer Shawls are Available 
If you, or someone you know, could use a physical and tangible expression of God’s presence and love – we want you  
to know that prayer shawls are available.  Please contact the Church Office to reserve one or more – and you can either 
arrange to pick them up at the church, or if needed, there are folks who will deliver them to you.    

Annual Meeting 
Our Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 31st.  Like everything else, it will be different this year. It will be held 
via Zoom – for sure, but depending on the Covid-19 numbers, it may be a hybrid meeting with some people participating 
in-person, and some participating via Zoom.  We need at least 50 confirmed active members to make a Quorum. 
  Time is yet to be determined.  Please watch for information concerning time and the necessary logistics.   
 
The Synod has recommended that we limit this meeting to the very essentials – which includes:  
elections, approval of 2021 Budget, and also this year:  approval of Churchwide changes to the  
model constitution and an update from our Strategic Planning Team. 
 
We hope that you will make every effort to participate.  

 

ATTENTION ALL POTENTIAL MEALS ON WHEELS DELIVERY DRIVERS.   

February is St. John's turn to deliver Meals on Wheels, if you are interested in volunteering please contact the Church 

Office (320-274-8827) or Diane Barkley (320-274-5804).  
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Many Thanks   
 For everyone’s understanding and support as we try to navigate through these uncharted waters. 
 For all who have been sending in their offerings, dropping off them off on Wednesdays, or using one of our online 
       giving options. Your generosity, even in the midst of these trying times, is deeply appreciated. 
 For all who have returned their “Ready to Celebrate… Free to Dream” Capital Campaign pledge cards, and to all who 

contribute. 
 For all who have helped with the recording and editing of our Sunday worship services, especially as we learn and use 

our new sanctuary cameras – especially Jolene Davidson and Emily Combs. 
 For Diane Nelson who helped decorate our Sanctuary for Christmas (with some help from the pastors) 
 For all who assisted as musicians in our Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services: Dan Fasching,  
       Ken Schumacher, Vicki Greene, Nancy Berg, Eva McClelland, Diane Nelson, Ardis Nelson and Mark Nelson 
 For all who braved the elements and attended our Christmas Eve Parking Lot Service, and for those who helped set 

up and take down, park cars and hand out candles:  Jim Marsh, Dan Berg, Mark and Ardis Nelson, Jolene, Devin, 
Hale and Elora Davidson, Mike and Kathy Miller, Allison Barkley, and Jason Eastling.   

 For all those who are serving this winter on our Snow Removal Teams 
 For those who are serving as “worship buddies” and calling members of the congregation who don’t have online  
       access so that they can listen via their phones.  If you don’t have a “worship buddy” – but would like one – please  
       contact the church office.  
 For the members of this year’s Nominating Team as they continue the process of calling forth the gifts of leadership 

within our congregation; 
 For the members of the Strategic Planning Team 
 For Patty Fasching for spearheading an effort to get the “prayer shawls” out to those who could benefit from them – 

and for those who have been assisting her: Diane Barkley and Joyce Wadman.  Much thanks to all those who have 
lovingly and prayerfully made the prayer shawls. 

Sunset Ridge Needs 
The men at Sunset Ridge are in need of twin sheets and pillow cases (any color or pattern – new or used). Also, men’s  
clothing of all sizes is always needed.  If you have questions, please contact Mary Iverson. Items can be delivered to Mary’s 
home, or if needed, she will come and pick them up.  Please call ahead of time.   

Thank you from your Staff 
We want to express our sincere thanks to all who remembered us with cards and/or gifts during this Christmas season --- 
your thoughtfulness is very appreciated.   It’s our joy to serve with you in God’s mission in and through St. John’s. 
 
Your Office Staff, 
Pastor Dave, Pastor Alex, Andrea Beckman, Aleah Edwards , Jolene Davidson and Emily Combs 

Thank You Received 
We are grateful for your contribution to the Annandale Food Shelf.  It is a 100% volunteer operated organization so you 
can be sure your donation will directly impact the hungry people in the communities we serve.  Your ongoing support is 
appreciated. 

Christmas Greeting from our Strategic Plan Consultant 
Merry Christmas!  It has been a blessing to walk with St. John’s this year.  We have learned a lot, and I pray that the clarity 
this brings will impact your ministry for years to come.  A gift has been given in your honor to the ELCA Good Gifts  
Program providing food for orphans and vulnerable children. 
 
Peace, Pete 

Thankful   
Dear Dave and Alex.  I attended the parking lot Christmas Eve service.  It was a night for tough Scandinavians.  What an 
opportunity for members of St. John's as well as visitors.  I did not recognize the people in the cars on either side of me.  I 
was thankful for the volunteers and the efforts put forth.  St. John's volunteers are the best. I was thankful for Pastor Dave's 
familiar narrative of that Holy Night and the birth of our Savior.  I was thankful for the singers and musicians.  I was thankful 
for my warm car.  I was thankful for Alex's message: “Christmas is never canceled”  
 
Today I watched the 3:00 p.m. online Christmas Eve Service and the Christmas day service.  I watched both of them 
twice.  The new camera offers a wider view.  I saw the decorated trees and all the musicians and singers.  I saw the white 
paraments and the candles.  Dave's message offered hope. I am thankful you have both recovered from covid and are gain-
ing strength.   
 
Christ the Savior is born.  Merry Christmas.  Diane 
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