
Happy Ascension Day! 

Today is Ascension Day on the Christian calendar.  It always occurs 40 days after 
Easter, and thus it always falls on a Thursday.  Because it falls on a Thursday, it has 
become one of the “forgotten” festivals of the Christian year.   We read about the 
Ascension of Jesus in Luke 24: 50-53 and Acts 1:6-11 (I would encourage you to read 
those passages).  They speak of that day when Jesus commissioned his disciples to be 
witnesses of all they had seen and heard to all nations – beginning in Jerusalem, 
promised them that they would receive the power of the Holy Spirit, and then “withdrew” 
his presence from them, promising that one day he would re-appear.  

Last year, because Easter came later in the spring, we were in Bergen, Norway on 
Ascension Day.  We arrived in town late on Ascension Eve – and as we were eating a 
late supper in a local pub/restaurant, the waitress shared that the next day was a 
national holiday, and that many of the stores, restaurants, and public buildings would be 
closed.   We asked her what holiday it was (yes, I admit, that I had forgotten all about 
Ascension Day).  The waitress stood there for a moment, trying to formulate an 
explanation, and finally said, “It’s the day that Jesus flew up into the sky.”  

I fear that for many, that’s how they think of Ascension Day – it’s the day that Jesus left, 
flew up to heaven, and is far removed from our lives on earth.   Instead I think of 
Ascension Day as that promise that the Jesus who one day walked this earth in flesh 
and blood, now is present with us always through the gift of the Holy Spirit.  Jesus isn’t 
off somewhere – far removed; but is as present now with us just as much as Jesus was 
present with his disciples in the first century.  But now Jesus is no longer bound by time 
and space, but rather can be with me, and with you, and with all people everywhere at 
the same time; as Jesus promised in the Gospel of Matthew: “I am with you always.”  

And that’s a promise we need to hear especially as we move through this pandemic, but 
also as we go through the joys and sorrows of life, Jesus is with us always.   And one 
day, in God’s time, we will see Jesus face to face, just like those first disciples.  That is 
our hope – and it’s a hope that will not disappoint us. 

 

Watch for an Important Survey 

Please watch your email, our Facebook Page, and the St. John’s website for a survey 
that our “Moving Forward Task Force” has put together.  We would like as many 
members and friends of St. John’s to complete it as possible.  This will provide us with 
necessary and helpful information as we make decisions about how we can “move 
forward” in the weeks and months to come.   Please know that our utmost priority is 



your safety, and the safety of all who we serve.   While the authorities may say we “can” 
do certain things – we are asking: “should we?”   And now with stories of positive 
COVID-19 happening within our own community, that question becomes even more 
important.   We want to make decisions that reflect our love for our neighbors – for each 
other – and for our staff.   So, please take the time to complete the survey – we want to 
make sure that your voice is heard.  We also want to make sure, that when we take the 
next step, we have the people power in place to make that next step happen. 

 

Thank You! 

I want to take this opportunity to express my sincere thanks for your continued financial 
support of St. John’s.   We know that for some of you, this time is putting an extra 
burden on you financially – and so we are glad to have received the PPP money that 
was made available to us.   Please know that these funds are supplementing the giving 
of those who cannot give as they would like at this time. 

For others of you, you have not been directly impacted, and who continue to give 
generously – please know that your gifts are creating the “buffer” that we may need 
once the PPP funding is depleted.   We have formed a “Budget Task Force” who is busy 
monitoring our finances, making adjustments as needed, and overseeing all spending. 

Thanks to your generosity people are being supported and blessed by our online 
worship services.  We continue to receive positive words of thanks to how much these 
services are appreciated.   Thanks to your generosity ministry continues to happen (e.g. 
Zoom Fellowship Gatherings, Zoom Bible Studies, and Senior Graduate Profiles, just to 
name a few).  And thanks to your generosity your staff, and our Moving Forward Task 
Force, are continuing to make plans and contingency plans for summer, and next fall – 
so that our ministries might continue and even expand. 

 

Please Continue to Be Safe 

As mentioned earlier, we now have confirmed cases of COVID-19 in Annandale.  So 
please continue to make wise choices – for your sake, and for the sake of your 
neighbor.  Practice physical distancing, wear a mask, wash your hands, and don’t 
gather in large groups.   We love you all, and want all of you to come out of this 
pandemic alive and well.   As a community of faith, let’s model good practices for our 
community. 



Blessings to all of you on this Ascension Day – may you know the presence of the living 
Jesus with you now and forever.       Pastor Dave 


