
November 2021 

Row 1: Lauren Rassier, Elora Davidson, Isabelle Jensen, Emily Hinnenkamp, Aundreya Birr 
Row 2: Noelle Hogberg, Kaitlyn Lamb, Julia Kjaer, Avery Nathe, Ava Townsend, Mandara Romness 

Row 3: Jaida Thompson, Jack Nilson, Brody Nathe, Jake Seaberg, Isabella Nelson 
Rov 4: Jolene Davidson (CYF Coordinator), Connor Lampi, Jamison Marsh, Austin Berry, Pastor Alex Becker 

Not Pictured: Owen Fahey 

We give thanks for each of them and pray God’s Blessings upon them as they 
continue their journey of faith—may they always live with the awareness that God 

is holding on to them, and He will never let them go! 
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A Letter from Interim Pastor Todd 

Members of St. John’s Lutheran Church, 

Hello, I am Pastor Todd Nelsen, and I am looking forward to walking with all of you as you enter 
this time of transition in the congregation's life. Maybe the best way to begin is to simply tell you a 
bit about my family and me. My wife Pat and I live in New London, where she teaches elementary 
music. We have been married for thirty-three years and have three grown daughters and two 
adorable grandchildren. 

I am in my twenty-seventh year of serving as a pastor. I have had the joy of serving a wide variety 
of congregations in the Southwestern Minnesota Synod. I am excited to learn more about St. 
John’s and your hopes for where the spirit may lead this faith community in the years to come. I 
will begin my ministry with you on November 29th. 

Please feel free to stop by the church building for a visit. I am always ready for a cup of coffee and 
a good conversation. You may have to indulge be by allowing me to brag about my grandkids. 

Gratefully, 

Pastor Todd Nelsen 

Worship News 
Contemporary Worship 

Do you play an instrument? Piano, guitar, saxophone, violin, cello...TUBA? We would love to have 
you join the Contemporary Worship Team. If interested, contact Pastor Alex, or stop him on 
Sunday and let him know that you are interested! 

Visual Arts Team 

Do you have an eye for décor? Do you enjoy decorating, and making spaces look beautiful? Your 
help is in need! We are looking for people to join our Visual Arts Team. This team will focus on 
preparing the sanctuary for different seasons of the church—Easter, Christmas, Pentecost, Advent, 
and Lent. If you are interested or have more questions, please sign up on our website or send an 
email to Pastor Alex at abecker@stjohns-annandale.org. 

Communion 

We have returned to our regular schedule of communing on the first, second, and fourth Sundays 
each month. Those communing online will need to provide their own elements or you are invited to 
pick up elements at the church during regular office hours.  

Nominating Process 

Our Nominating Committee will soon begin the process of calling forth the gifts of leadership that 
will be needed as we move forward into another year of ministry and mission. If you are interested 
in having your name considered for either the Church Council or the Nominating Committee, please 
contact Pastor Alex or let one of the members of the Nominating Committee know. Please keep 
this very important process in your prayers, and if asked to serve, please prayerfully take time to 
consider the call to leadership within our congregation. 

Volunteer Opportunities 
Altar Guild, Tech Team and Ushers Needed! 

As we move forward, it is important to remember that we will need more volunteers to help with 
Sunday morning activities: e.g., greeters, ushers, tech team, altar guild, and coffee bar teams.  

If you are interested and willing to serve in any capacity, please contact the church office. 
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Meals on Wheels 

It’s that time again! 

December is St. John’s turn to deliver Meals on Wheels. Volunteers can sign up starting November 
1st on the December delivery calendar in the Gathering Area, or on our website under Volunteer. 

Delivery will be every weekday in December. Any questions should be directed to Diane Barkley.  

Thank you to all volunteers who participate in this mission of outreach to the Annandale 
community. 

Capital Campaign—What’s Next? 

Yes! The time to celebrate is very near! Our church’s mortgage is due to be paid off on February 
1st, 2022...that’s just three short months away! 

It is ALMOST unbelievable! 

We need to keep in mind that in early 2020, we 
deferred our mortgage payments and paid interest 
only while COVID hit hard and we were not 
worshipping in person. This created a balloon 
payment of $37,876, which will be due with our 
February 1st payment. 

Our challenge to you, the members and friends of 
St. John’s, is to meet this balloon payment by 
February 1st to avoid the need to find an additional 
loan. Our committee would love to plan a “Burn the 
Mortgage!” celebration for next February! 

We ask each of you to prayerfully consider what you are able to contribute to this wonderful time in 
our church life. 

Thank you to each of you that have contributed to the building fund over the last 19 plus years. We 
can all look back and be extremely proud of the future that we have created here at St. John’s. 

 Submitted by Linda Dircks, Capital Campaign Committee 

Ministry News 
Endowment Committee News 

It’s time again for Endowment Grant Applications! 

Members of St. John’s are encourage to participate by filling out an Endowment Grant Application. 
Grant applications are available on our website and in the church office. 

What are Grant Applications for? 

Well, do you know of a ministry—either within or outside our congregation—that could us a a little 
“financial boost”? A ministry that is consistent with our mission, “With open arms to all, together 
we live and share the love of Jesus”? The Endowment Team invites you to fill out an application 
and return it to the church office by Wednesday, December 1st. The Endowment Team will then 
meet to award grants so that those grants can be approved by the Church Council at the December 
Meeting. 

Estate Planning 

Have you included the St. John’s Endowment in your estate plan? There are a variety of options 
available to you. To learn about the many ways to make a planned gift, please contact the InFaith 
Community Foundation at (800) 365-4172 (where the Endowment is held) and they will be happy to 
assist you. 

Endowment Committee News continued on the next page… 



...Endowment Committee News continued from the previous page. 

Gifts and memorials are another way you can support our Endowment Fund. Know that we are 
grateful for each and every gift given to the Endowment—no matter the size—whether it is through 
your estate or as a gift in memory or in honor of someone. A gift to our Endowment is a gift that 
keeps on giving! 

The Property Committee Needs You! 

Yes, the Property Committee needs additional members to ensure our church property continues to 
have the inviting appearance we’ve come to expect, and are proud to present! All members are 
welcome—we’re not an exclusive ‘old men’s’ group! People of all ages are encouraged to 
participate. Our work includes the church’s interior, exterior, and grounds. The same applies to the 
Education Building and, as needed, the White House. 

Please jump at this unique opportunity to help serve our church and each other by contacting either 
LuVerne Anderson, Dan Berg, Gary Geisinger, Ron Johnson, Cory Nelson, Duane Sprague, or 
Harold Sanderson. The next property team meeting is at 7:00pm on December 7th. 

Cemetery Committee Update 

The St. John’s Lutheran Cemetery Committee is an independently funded committee charged with 
the management and upkeep of the St. John’s Lutheran Church Cemetery.  

Perhaps you may consider a monetary donation to the Cemetery’s Treasury in memory of a loved 
one for All Saints Day (November 1st), when we honor the memory of all friends and loved ones 
that have passed on (November 7th), or for Veteran’s Day (November 11th)...or just because. 
Envelopes for donations are located with the Cemetery Fund collection box outside of the church 
office, on the drop box table. Donations may also be included with your regular monthly offering. 

Checks can be made out to St. John’s Cemetery Fund. Thank you! 

 Submitted by Bruce Bartels, St. John’s Cemetery Committee 

Women of the ELCA 

Who are these women? YOU are! As a member of St. John’s Lutheran Church, YOU are a Woman 
of the ELCA! So, what do we do about it? 

Our Mission Statement: Mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ. 

What’s the purpose of that? 

“As a community of women created in the image of God, called to discipleship in Jesus Christ, 
and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves to grow in faith, affirm our gifts, 
support one another in our callings, engage in ministry and action, and promote healing and 
wholeness in the church, the society, and the world.” 

Here, at St. John’s, we attempt to do that in various ways. Hopefully, COVID-19 is under control 
enough that we can resume some of our activities. Our Circles are resuming monthly meetings. 
The present schedule is: 

Sarah Circle: Last Monday of the month. November meeting: Library at St. John’s at 10:00am 
on the 29th. (Contact Patty Fasching at (651) 492-2789 or Ardis Nelson at  (320) 274-5339 with 
questions.) 

Ruth Circle: Second Monday of the month. November meeting: Mary Iverson’s home at 1:30pm 
on the 8th. Please RSVP to Judy Seaberg at (320) 274-8525. All ladies are welcome to attend. 
(Contact Beryl Geisinger at  (320) 267-8206 with questions.) 

Rachel Circle: Second Wednesday of the month: November meeting: 9:30am in the library at 
St. John’s on the 10th. (Contact Shirley Diskerud at (763) 377-5763 with questions.) 

If there is an additional need/want for time choices, more circles can be organized to accommodate 
all women of St. John’s. 
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Time and Talent Surveys 

Want to get involved, but have no idea how to start? Have wonderful talents that you want to share 
with the church, but don’t know who to contact? Looking to volunteer in your spare time? 

Help US help YOU to get involved! 

Please take a moment to complete the enclosed Time and Talent Survey and let us know! We 
would love to have you join is in fulfilling the mission and purpose of St. John’s! 

All Saint’s Sunday 

On Sunday, November 7th we remembered, with gratitude, those members of St. John’s who have 
died since last year’s All Saint’s Celebration: 

 Darren Barkley Joyce Bartels Barb Beals  
 Verna Dahnke  Milton Froehlich  Arnold Gruys   
 Wayne Mader  Judy Peterson Doris Nicka 
 Hazel Strand 
We will also remember our own loved ones who have touched our lives and left their “faith prints” 
on us. We will be reminded that, by God’s Grace, we are all numbered among the saints of God—
eternally loved and fully forgiven! 

Joyful Jar 

Before the pandemic, the Joyful Jar was a great addition to our worship life here at St. John’s. It 
was such a joy to watch the young ones of our congregation bring forward the gifts of so many 
people. We certainly missed this addition to our worship life here at St. John’s, and we are excited 
to announce that it will be returning. Here is a list of what organizations have received support 
from the Joyful Jar in the past, and what months we have filled: 

 January: AES Nurse’s Fund  July: Youth Activity Fund 
 February: Annandale Youth First August:  AES Backpack Program 
 March: Food for Kidz   September: Annandale Free Store 
 April: Vacation Bible School  October: Angel Fund (School Lunch Support) 
 May: Summer Camp Scholarships November: Share Your Christmas 
 June: Companion Synod  December: Annandale Food Shelf 

Life Groups 

What are Life Groups?  

We believe God created us to live in relationship with others so that we can grow in our faith, walk 
with each other in the many seasons of life, and to serve others. That’s why Life Groups exist—to 
make these life-changing connections relevant and accessible to you.  

What happens in a Life Group?  

Though every group differs in how they do things, many groups enjoy a time of food, fellowship, 
and prayer. Each group decides what they will do and when. Most importantly, each group will be 
able to grow in relationship with one another, and the group will be able to provide support and 
care throughout all seasons of life.  

How do I join a Life Group?  

Sign up on our website, or fill out the form included in this newsletter and drop it off in the church 
office! It’s that simple! 

Willing to start a Life Group?  

Maybe you feel called to start your own? We are in need of people willing to be the point person 
for their life group. Just pick the time of the week you’d like to meet and the topic/type of group. 
Please contact the church office, and we will add it to our list! 
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November 
S M T W T F S 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

  6:00pm 
Boy Scout Meeting 

Fellowship Hall 

8:00am-9:45am 
Men’s Bible Study  

 

10:00am-11:30am 
Women’s Bible Study  

 

6:00pm 
Girl Scouts Meeting 
Education Building 

5:15pm 
D-Way Meal 

 

5:50pm 
D-Way 

 

7:05pm 
Wednesday Worship 

 

8:00pm 
AA Meeting 

Education Building  

10:00am 
 Annandale 

Improvement Club 
Fellowship Hall 

 

8:00pm to 9:00pm 
CYF Team Meeting 

10:30am 
 Mindfulness Group 
St. John’s Gathering 

Area 

 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
8:15am 

Traditional Worship  
 

9:15am 
Sunday School 

 

10:30am 
Contemporary 

Worship 

1:30pm 
Ruth Circle 

Mary Iverson’s Home 
 

6:00pm 
Boy Scout Meeting 

Fellowship Hall 

8:00am-9:45am 
Men’s Bible Study  

 

10:00am-11:30am 
Women’s Bible Study  

 

6:00pm 
Girl Scouts Meeting 
Education Building 

 

7:00pm 
Executive Council 

Meeting 

9:30am 
Rachel Circle 

Library 
 

5:15pm 
D-Way Meal 

 

5:50pm 
D-Way 

 

7:05pm 
Wednesday Worship 

 

8:00pm 
AA Meeting 

Education Building  

10:00am 
Annandale Christian 

Women Meeting 
Fellowship Hall 

 

6:00pm to 8:00pm 
M.O.P.S. 

Fellowship Hall 

10:30am 
 Mindfulness Group 
St. John’s Gathering 

Area 

 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
8:15am 

Traditional Worship  
 

9:15am 
Sunday School 

 

10:30am 
Contemporary 

Worship 

6:00pm 
Boy Scout Meeting 

Fellowship Hall 
 

7:00pm 
 Church Council 

Meeting 

8:00am-9:45am 
Men’s Bible Study  

 

10:00am-11:30am 
Women’s Bible Study  

 

5:00pm 
Cub Scout Meeting 

Fellowship Hall 
 

6:00pm 
Girl Scouts Meeting 
Education Building 

5:15pm 
D-Way Meal 

 

5:50pm 
D-Way 

 

7:05pm 
Wednesday Worship 

 

7:45pm 
 Mandatory National 

Youth Gathering 
Meeting 

Sanctuary 
 

8:00pm 
AA Meeting 

Education Building  

1:00pm 
Worship & Music 

Meeting 

10:30am 
 Mindfulness Group 
St. John’s Gathering 

Area 

Southwest MN ELCA 
Junior High Youth 

Gathering 
Willmar, MN 

 

Arrive at 3:00pm; 
Leaving St. John’s at 

3:15pm 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
8:15am 

Traditional Worship  
 

9:15am 
Sunday School 

 

10:30am 
Contemporary 

Worship 
 
 

Southwest MN ELCA 
Junior High Youth 

Gathering 
Willmar, MN 

 

Returning by 
12:30pm 

6:00pm 
Boy Scout Meeting 

Fellowship Hall 

8:00am-9:45am 
Men’s Bible Study  

 

10:00am-11:30am 
Women’s Bible Study  

 

6:00pm 
Girl Scouts Meeting 
Education Building 

7:00pm 
Thanksgiving Eve 

Worship 
 

Pie Potluck 
Fellowship Hall 

 

8:00pm 
AA Meeting 

Education Building  
Church Office 

Closed for 
Thanksgiving Day 

10:30am 
 Mindfulness Group 
St. John’s Gathering 

Area 

 

28 29 30     
8:15am 

Traditional Worship  
 

10:30am 
Contemporary 

Worship 
 

Advent Begins 

10:00pm 
Sarah Circle 

Library 

8:00am-9:45am 
Men’s Bible Study  

 

10:00am-11:30am 
Women’s Bible Study  

 
 

    
7th: All Saints Sunday 1 Kings 19:1-18; John 12:27-28 

14th: Amos 1:1-2; 5:14-16, 21-24; John 7:37-38 

21st: Isaiah 9:1-7; John 8:12 

28th:Jeremiah 29:1, 4-14; John 14:27 

Sunday Scripture Readings 

No School 

All Saints Sunday  No School 

No School 



St. John’s Lutheran Church Council Meeting 
October 18th, 2021  Start: 7:00pm End: 9:28pm 
Present: Ken Schumacher, Carter Diers, Hope Sykora, Jason Eastling, Nathan Woodford, Dan 
Berg, Jim Marsh, Linda Dircks, Patty Fasching, Patty Behrends, Pastor Alex 
Others Present: Molly Merrill 
Absent: Alyssa Domogala, Eva McClelland 

 Call to Order: Ken Schumacher called the meeting to order at 7:00pm. 

 Scripture and Prayer: Pastor Alex 

 Approval of the Agenda: Motion to approve the agenda as presented. M/S/P Carter Diers, 
Linda Dircks 

 Secretary’s Report: Motion to approve the September 2021 Council Minutes as presented.     
M/S/P Jason Eastling, Carter Diers 

 Treasurer’s Report: Motion to approve the September 2021 Financial Reports as presented 
by Molly Merrill. M/S/P Jim Marsh, Jason Eastling 

 Pastor Alex’s Report:  
○ Talked about starting to use a point person. The person from Council would help find 

volunteers (i.e. asking if people would like to volunteer with your family and then 
encourage them to volunteer on their own in the future). 

○ Discussing about combining Ushers and Greeters 
○ Would like to get back to a normal Sunday Service by November 7th  

 Strategic Plan:  
○ Living Into the Strategic Plan: Jolene will be the point person for volunteers and then 

she will keep an eye on the Sign Up Genius. We will also need to get the physical sign 
up boards for those who don’t use Sign Up Genius. 

○ Pastor Assistants: Cantors, Choir taking lead on Kyrie, vocal lead in front for first 
service, etc. 

○ Time and Talent forms will be completed and sent out by the beginning of November. 

 New Business:  
○ Pastoral Transition Stuff: 

I. Interim Pastor Candidate—Todd Nelsen: Interviewed well, sermons were down to 
earth and relevant, appeared to mesh really well with Pastor Alex. 

II. Motion to extend an interim contract to Pastor Todd Nelsen. M/S/P Hope Sykora, 
Patty Behrends.  
*Amend the motion to include the finalized financial/benefit package per council/
candidate with clarification of benefit package. M/S/P Hope Sykora, Patty 
Behrends. 

III. Discussion: Need clarification on his benefit package if within the guidelines 
outlined by the council to extend the interim contract. 

 Motion to extend the meeting to cover the rest of the agenda items. M/S/P Hope Sykora, 
Linda Dircks. 

IV. MSP and Call Committee plans—tabled until the next council meeting. 
○ Stewardship Plan: Need to form a committee—certain people have shown interest. 
○ Capital Campaign: What’s next? Gather a list of deferred maintenance from the 

property committee. 
I. Need to plan a celebration when we burn the mortgage in February. Linda will give 

an update in November to the congregation and in the Good News Monthly. 
○ Parking Lot: Carter gave an explanation of the difference between filling the cracks and 

seal coating. Recommendations are to at least fill cracks to extend the life of the 
parking lot. 
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Many Thanks 

 For everyone's understanding and support as we move step by step into our “new normal”. We 
do so recognizing that the pandemic is still out there, and we still, in all that we do, want to 
love our neighbor in the process. 

 For all who have been sharing their offerings in worship, sending in their offerings, dropping 
them off at the church, or using one of our online giving options. Your generosity, especially in 
the midst of these trying times, has been and continues to be deeply appreciated. 

 To those who are assisting with in-person worship as ushers, tech team volunteers, musicians, 
and others. 

 To all the 9th grade students and their guides—along with Alison Barkley, Lloyd Johnson, Amy 
Miller and Marci Segner—their parents, their families, and all others who participated in setting 
up for, preparing for, and serving at the confirmation banquet for our 10th grade Confirmands 
and their families. 

 Thank you to Tracy Brose of Homestyle Country Cafe for the amazing confirmation meal! 

 Thank you to Phyllis Framstad, Elora Davidson and Jolene Davidson for handing out candy at 
the Chamber Trick or Treat Event downtown—you made a difference! 

 To our Property Team for preparing our building and grounds for winter. 

 To Jolene Davidson and her leadership of our D-Way program. 

 To Emily Combs and her leadership of our Sunday School program. 

 To Aleah Edwards for her work in maintaining our finances and overseeing the office. 

 To Ken Schumacher and his leadership of our Church Council and the Call Committee. 

 To Patty Fasching and Linda Dircks for their leadership in planning Pastor Dave’s Retirement 
Celebration. 

 To our 10th graders for sharing their Faith Statements. 

 To the Nominating Team as they begin the process of calling forth the gifts of leadership within 
our congregation. 

 Dave & Mary Holmgren, Vicki & Larry Greene, Patty Fasching, and Val Nelson for helping with 
communion preparation for our first Sunday back with normal communion distribution. 
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  Monthly  
Income  

Monthly  
Expenses  Balance 

General Fund, September 2021  $29,263.64  $39,171.81  $7,591.07 

General Fund, 2020 Monthly Av-
erage 

 
36,164.91  32,453.20   

       

Building Fund, September 2021  $6,572.54  $9,632.84  $19,823.33 

1. A transfer was made from the General Fund Savings to the General Fund Checking for 

$10,000.00 to cover the deficit of $9,908.17 for the month of September. The balance 

in the General Fund remains positive. 

2. We maintain a positive balance in the Building Fund. Mortgage payments are $9,587.00 

monthly; the interest rate is at 4.5%. Loan matures 02/01/2022. 



Prayer Shawls 

If you, or someone you know could u se a physical and 
tangible expression of God’s presence and love, we 
want you to know that prayer shawls are available. 
Please contact the church office to reserve on or more, 
and you can either arrange to pick them up at the 
church, or if needed, there are folks who will deliver 
them to you. 

Pastoral Visits 

Please call the church office and let us know if you 
desire a pastoral visit, especially if you are going to be 
hospitalized. 

In Need of Prayer 

People at St. John’s are ready to pray for and with you 
in times of joy, and in times of need. To activate this 
Prayer Ministry, please contact the church office. Only 
the information you choose to share will be passed on 
to the Prayer Ministry participants. Please understand 
that if you are calling on behalf of another person, in 
order to respect the right of privacy, and for the sake of confidentiality, you must have that 
individual’s permission before we can activate the Prayer Ministry and pray for them by name. 
Also, please know that our Prayer Ministry is ALWAYS open to additional participants. If you would 
like to be included in either the Prayer Chain by phone or by email, please contact the church 
office. Thank you! 

Condolences 

Bev Orson, at the death of her sister Shirley. 
Jackie, Tom, Morgan & Alyssa Peterson, as well as the rest of their family members, at the death 

of Doris Nicka. 
Kathy Mader, Ed & Jenifer Mader, and Jake & Faith Mader at the death of Wayne Mader. 
Ron Peterson, Sherri Olean, and all of their families at the death of Judy Peterson. 
Karen & Clinton Peterson at the death of Karen’s twin brother, Kenneth, and Clinton’s brother, 

Roger. 
Holly and Brian Peterson and family at the death of Brian’s mother. 

Healing for Members of St. John’s 

Sharon Peterson, for healing. 
Harlan Meyer, for healing. 
Clayton Diskerud, for strength and healing while undergoing testing. 
Gary Geisinger, for healing after surgery and healing during ongoing medical concerns. 
Jim Boucher, for healing and strength during ongoing 

medical concerns. 
Tara Smith, for healing and strength during ongoing 

cancer treatment. 
Maynard Nilson, for healing. 
Howard Rotsolk, for healing and comfort. 
Karen Olson, for healing. 
Colleen Vinkemeier, for strength and healing during 

kidney dialysis. 
Vernette Heidenrich, for healing. 
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Shirley Schmidt, for healing. 
Sally Mozingo, for healing. 
Jenny Klein and family for continued strength and health. 
Mary Iverson, for strength and healing. 
Mary Schultz, for healing while recovering from a broken leg. 
Ardis Nelson, for healing while recovering from a fall. 

Healing for Friends & Family of St. John’s 

Colleen Vinkemeier’s brother and sister-in-law, Ed and Kathy, for healing and strength while 
recovering from COVID. 

Russ Orson, for healing. 
Jo Heyd, for support and healing. 
Mary Gunnerson’s daughter-in-law, Jeanette, while recovering from back surgery. 
Patty Behrends’ brother-in-law, Dave, for healing and strength while coping with complications 

following back surgery, and prayers for strength and support for his wife, Deb, who will care for 
him during his recovery. 

Sally Mozingo’s step-son, Cyril, while battling cancer. 
Dolly & Ron Alger’s daughter, Kim, during her cancer treatments. 
David Johnson’s brother-in-law, Jerry Stoppelman, while recovering from a stroke. 
Linda Frey’s brother, Terry, and sister, Laura, for support and comfort. 
Lily Jerpseth (15 y.o.), granddaughter of Charlene Jerpseth and niece of Sandy Jerpseth, for 

healing and support after a car accident left her in critical condition. 
Marcella Kroll, for healing. 
Sue Nelson’s brother, Charlie, for comfort and healing while recovering from back surgery. 
Judy Johnson’s brother-in-law, Denny, for comfort; her nephew, Kirk, for strength and support; and 

her sister, Jan, for strength, support, wisdom and comfort in this difficult time. 
Assisted Living and Care Center Facilities    

Willard Leinonen—Havenwood in Buffalo    
Geraldine Nelson—Annandale Care Center   
Mike (Harlan) Meyer—Centennial Villa     
Elizabeth Olson—moved to Cottonwood, MN   
Lorenchia Scott—Big Lake Assisted Living    
Luverna Anderson—Parkview Care Center in Buffalo  
Ruth Gruys—Centennial Villa 
Support 
Alex Steffen—Son of Lori Steffen 
Dasan Hood Beckman—son of Keith and Laura Hood Beckman 
Jessica Forness—Joint Base Goose Creek, SC—U.S. Navy 
Alec Swanson—Grandson of John & Diane Swanson—Charleston, SC—U.S. Air Force 
Seth & Samantha Swanson—Grandson of Lloyd & Maria Johnson—Norfolk—U.S. Navy 
Sean & Courtney Johnson—Grandson of Lloyd & Maria Johnson—Port Huenema, CA—U.S. Navy 
Robin (Ekholm) O’Connor & Jesse O’Connor—daughter and son-in-law of Bryan & Lucy Ekholm—

Fairchild Air Force Base—Spokane, WA—U.S. Air Force 
McKenna & Jake Ekholm Malloy—daughter of Bryan & Lucy Ekholm—San Angelo, TX—U.S. Air 

Force 
Note: If a correction is needed or you would like a name removed or added, please inform the 

church office. In an effort to keep the list current and accurate, we will be updating/removing 
prayer requests on a monthly basis.  
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Please contact aedwards@stjohns-annandale.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Life Groups: I’m Interested In… 

  Rachel Circle   Sarah Circle   Ruth Circle 

The circles are for women, and meet monthly at a time and place decided by the members of the circle.  

See page 4 for contact information and additional details. 

Worship Groups: 

  Tech Team   Altar Guild   Worship Team 

  Ushers    Scripture Readers  Chancel Choir 

Social/Family Groups: 

  Up & Down Card Game Book Discussion  Dinner Group 

  Mom’s Life Group  Guys & Brews   Couples Group 

  Families Doing Life Together 

Name ____________________________________  Phone ___________________________ 

 

Email ______________________________________________________ 
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A Letter of Thanks 

Dear St. John’s, 

I just want to express my deep gratitude for the wonderful farewell Sunday 
that you planned and provided for me. It was a memorable morning that I 
will long cherish. I am grateful for the generous gifts—not so sure about 
the one “corn hole” platform—but the other was beautiful! Certainly, when-
ever we play we will be reminded of the good years shared together in min-
istry. Thanks also for all the blessings that adorned the blessing tree. The 
tree has now found a home on our property and your blessings have found 
a home in my heart. A sincere thank you, also, for all the cards and ex-
pressions of love—it was as if waves of love washed over us as we opened 
and read each one. Yes, for all that has been—thanks; and for all that is 
yet to be—YES! 

Looking forward to seeing you around town and being your friend. 

In Christ,  

Dave 



St. John’s Staff 

Alex Becker, Pastor 

 abecker@stjohns-annandale.org 

Jolene Davidson, Office Administrator & 

 CYF Coordinator (5th Grade to Graduation) 

 jdavidson@stjohns-annandale.org 

Aleah Edwards, Financial Administrator 

 aedwards@stjohns-annandale.org 

Emily Combs, CYF Coordinator (Birth to 4th Grade),  

 Sunday School Director, & VBS Director 

 ecombs@stjohns-annandale.org 

Becky Unger, Pianist 

George Gravdal, Custodial 

Mark Nelson, Chancel Choir Director 

Join us online for Livestreamed service on our Facebook 
page: 

www.facebook.com/stjohnsannandale 

8:15am: Traditional 

9:15am: Sunday School/J.O.L.T. 

10:30am: Contemporary 

331 Harrison St. S 
Annandale, MN 55302 

 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Office Phone: (320) 274-8827 
Office Fax: (320) 274-7283 
 
Email: info@stjohns-annandale.orrg 
Website: www.stjohns-annandale.org 



Time and Talent 
Want to get involved, but have no idea how to start? Have wonderful talents that you want to share with the 

church, but don’t know who to contact? Looking to volunteer in your spare time? 
Help us help YOU get involved! 

Please select the ministries you would like to be involved with this year, or check off any skills that you have 
that could be helpful. Don’t see your niche? Fill in a short explanation in the field at the end of this form and 

let us know! Show us what you’ve got! 

First Name:     Last Name:   

Email:     Phone Number:   

How do you prefer to be contacted? ☐ Phone Call ☐ Email ☐ Text Message 

Sunday Worship Volunteers 
☐ Altar Guild (Communion Setup 

and Clean-Up) 
☐ Greeter 
☐ Reader 
☐ Audio/Video Projection 
☐ Coffee Bar & Refreshment 

Service 
☐ Communion Distribution 
☐ Money Counter 
☐ Usher 
☐ Cantor 
☐ Assistance to Minister 
☐ Nursery Attendant 

Youth 
Sunday School 
 ☐ Sunday School Teacher 
 ☐ Substitute Teacher 
 ☐ Room Helper 
 ☐ Youth Event Helper 
D-Way 

☐ D-Way Small Group 
Guide 

☐ D-Way Small Group 
Substitute 

☐ D-Way Meal Server 
☐ Confirmation Mentor 

☐ Misc. Youth Event Helper  
☐ Youth Trip Chaperone 

Vacation Bible School 
☐ Arts & Crafts Coordinator/

Teacher 
☐ Snack and Meal Server 
☐ Technology  
☐ Teacher/Group Leader 
☐ Group Helper  
☐ Games Coordinator 
☐ Onstage Actor/Actress 
☐ Setup Volunteer 

Vacation Bible School (cont.) 
☐ Clean-Up Volunteer 
☐ Construction and Set Builder/

Decorations 
☐ Preschool Coordinator 

Office Help 
Special Projects 
 ☐ Filing 
 ☐ Folding 
 ☐ Shredding 
☐ Data Entry 
☐ Answering Phones 
☐ Misc. Administrative Duties 
☐ Proofreading 

Ministries and Teams 
Worship and Music 
 ☐ Chancel Choir (Adults) 
 ☐ Youth Band Instructor 
 ☐ Youth Band 
 ☐ Cantata 
 ☐ Sunday Worship Team 
 ☐ Instrumentalist 
Property Team 
 ☐ General Property  

  Repairs 
 ☐ Plumbing 
 ☐ Electrical 
 ☐ Shoveling 
 ☐ Mowing 
 ☐ Landscaping 
☐ Hospitality Team 
☐ Memorial Committee 
☐ Cemetery Committee 
☐ Visual Arts Team 
☐ Children, Youth and Family 
☐ Endowment Committee 
 
 
 

Skills and Talents 
☐ Creativity (Artistic and 

Otherwise!) 
☐ Planning 
☐ Baking and Cooking 
☐ Organizing 
☐ Photography 
☐ History 
☐ Carpentry 
☐ Decorating and Designing 
☐ Sewing/Crocheting/Knitting 
☐ Gardening 
☐ Sports 
☐ Books and Reading 
☐ Playing an Instrument 
☐ Speak a Secondary Language 

Life Groups 
☐ Join a Life Group! (See our 

listing on the website.) 
☐ Lead a Life Group! 
Interested in Bible Study 
 ☐ Men’s 
 ☐ Women's 

What did we miss? 
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