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From Pastor Dave… 
 
A number of years ago, about this time of year, when I was serving a different congregation 
in a different town, the phone rang and the person on the other end of the phone – a local 
newspaper reporter – asked a question that took my totally by surprise, she asked:  “Are you 
going to do Lent this year?”   I paused, held in my chuckle, and replied:  “Yes, we are going 
to do Lent this year.”   
 
For us, as Lutherans, it is an odd question – we always do Lent.  But I quickly realized that 
as a reporter, as she was calling around to the local churches, she couldn’t assume this to be 
true; for not all churches, not all denominations, observe the season of Lent.  So why do we? 
 
Well, we are a liturgical church – meaning, we follow the Christian calendar.   In the Christian 
calendar the season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday and continues for 40 days (not 
counting Sundays – because Sundays – even in Lent – are celebrations of Easter). The forty 
days of Lent remind us of the 40 years the people of Israel wandered in the wilderness be-
fore entering the Promised Land.  A time in which they learned to trust this God who provided 
for them daily with manna from heaven.   It also reminds us of the forty days that Jesus spent 
in the wilderness following his baptism by John the Baptist – 40 days of preparation for the 
ministry that was before him. 
 
In the early church, the season of Lent was the final extensive preparation for those who 
would be baptized into Christ on Easter morning.  And so, for generations upon generations, 
the season of Lent has served as a time of spiritual reflection and growth within the Christian 
Church.   It’s a time for us to reflect on the depth of God’s love for us and for all of creation – 
a love that became flesh and blood in Jesus of Nazareth – who lived the life of a servant – 
who modeled the ways of God - and who went all the way to a cross so that we might know 
the dream of new and abundant life that God envisions for us and for all.   Lent is a time of 
self-examination – of looking deeply within – of turning from sin and turning toward God, turn-
ing from self and turning toward our neighbor in service and love.  It’s a time for us to slow 
down and recognize the many ways that God provides for us from day to day, and how God 

wants us to bless others, in return.  It’s a time for us to remember our own Baptism and the 
calling we have from God to live out our baptismal faith in all of our various callings in life (be 
it at work, or at home, or at school, or as a citizen, or as a friend, etc.). 
 
I pray that this season of Lent will be for you a time of spiritual renewal and growth.     
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Dave 
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Sunday Prayers 
As part of our prayers each Sunday we will continue to pray for different work vocations each Sunday as a way to pub-
licly recognize and support the various ways that people live out their baptismal callings in the world.   As part of our 
prayers each Sunday we will continue to pray for different work vocations each Sunday as a way to publicly recognize 
and support the various ways that people live out their baptismal callings in the world.    

Lenten Service Time Change 
This year our Midweek Lenten Worship will begin at 6:30 pm  

Remember to “spring ahead” one hour before you go to sleep on Saturday, 
March 7th so that you will be on time for worship on Sunday, March 8th – the 

first day of Daylight Savings Time. 

Midweek Lenten Soup Suppers and Worship  
Each Wednesday our Mission Trip youth and adults will be serving a Soup Supper from 5:15 to 6:25pm Our Lenten 
Worship service will then begin at 6:30pm (Note the time change). Once again we will be using Holden Evening Pray-
er. Also, once again we will be hearing from members of St. John’s who will be sharing with us how they live out their 
faith in their various callings in life. This year’s speakers include: 
March 4 – Karen Wolff  (If the Girl’s Basketball Team plays in Sectionals – we will move  our Soup Supper and Lenten Worship to Thursday, March 5th) 

March 11 – Skip Dolan  (If the Boy’s Basketball Team plays in Sectionals – we will move our Soup Supper and Lenten Worship to Thursday, March 12th) 

March 18 – Eva McClelland 
March 25 – Jenny Klein 
April 1 – Jeremy Romness 
Please keep each of these speakers in your prayers as they prepare their thoughts, and as they share their thoughts 
with us. 

Sunday Scripture Readings 
March 1 – Mark 10:17-31     
March 8 -  Mark 10:32-52 
March 15 – Mark 12:1-12 [13-17] 
March 22 – Mark 12:28-44 
March 29 – Mark 13:1-8, 24-37 

D-Way and Lenten Worship    
All D-Way youth (Grades 5-9) are expected to attend our midweek Lenten services as part of their confirmation 
process – we especially hope that you will take this opportunity to worship together as families. Beginning on March 
4th – and continuing through April 1st  – our Lenten worship services will begin at 6:30pm (Note Time Change). Each week 
we will ask the D-Way youth to “sign-in”. Our Lenten worship services are a great time for the 7-9th graders to “catch 
up” on their Sermon Notes. Soup Suppers will be offered each Wednesday at 5:15 – 6:15pm. 

J.O.L.T. (Joy of Learning Together) 
In March we will begin a series entitled: “A New Family: Throwing Open the Doors of the Sanctuary” featuring video 
clips from the late Rachel Held Evans.  Rachel tragically died on May 4, 2019 at the young age of 37.  Rachel once 
said:  “If we are resurrection people, are we willing to let the ways of doing Church that do not serve God, ourselves, 
or our neighbors, die?  If God throws open the doors of the church, who are we to monitor them, or worse, close 
them?” 
March 1 – With An Open Hand 
March 8 – Remembering Jesus 
March 15 – Gatekeeping 
March 22 – The God Who Sees You 
March 29 – Love Is Biblical 
 
Our J.O.L.T. class meets in Library at 9:30am to 10:15am.   Grab a cup of coffee and a donut and come and join the 
conversation. 
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St. John’s Lutheran Church Council Meeting        2./17/2020 Start: 7:06pm   End: 8:55pm 
 
Present: LindaDirks, Jason Eastling, Patty Behrends, Hope Sykora,  Jim Marsh, Ken Schumacher, Patty Fashing, Carter Diers, 
                Dan Berg, Faith Mader, Pastor Alex and Pastor Dave 
Absent:  Alyssa Domagala and Mary Iverson  

Topic Discussion  M/S/P 

Call to Order  Linda called the meeting to order at 7:06pm   
Introductions  New Council and returning members introduced themselves.   

Scripture & Prayer Pastor Dave  
Approval of  
Agenda Motion to approve the agenda as presented  M-Patty F. 

S-Patty B. 

Secretary’s Report 
EMAIL MOTION to appoint Molly Merril as Church Treasurer.    
 
Motion to approve the January Secretary’s report as presented.   

M– Alyssa  
S– Carter D.  

 
M - Jason Easting 

S - Patty B.  

Treasurer’s Report  Motion to approve the January Treasurer’s report as presented.  

 
M– Hope S.  

S– Jim Marsh  
 
 

Executive  
Committee Actions None   

Pastor Dave’s  
Report 

1. White House Update-signed contract with Renters Wherehouse. 
2. Sanctuary Carpet Insurance claim-Insurance company is going to replace the carpet. No timeline 
has been established for repairs. 
3. Reviews for office staff will be done on February 21, 2020.  Updating all paid position descriptions.   
4. 5 speakers have been scheduled for mid-week lent services. 
5. Constitution Update-will needs to be done at another congregational meeting.  It was missed at the 
Annual Meeting in January. 
6. Sabbatical-working on changes to the plan.   
7. Upcoming events-Crow River Conference Assembly, Equipping Congregations Day 

 

 
M - Diane B.  
S - Steve M.  

 
Pastor Alex’s  
Report 
 
 
 

1. Wednesday Night Worship style test outs-seems to be going well.   
2.90-day reviews were done in January for Emily and Jolene 
3.Luthercrest was here to present for camp last Sunday 
4.Parents Night Out was a success raising money for the mission trip.   
5.Andrea’s computer will not turn on.  The Tech company will look at it, but there is a  
        possibility we will need to purchase a new computer.  

 

 
Old 
Business 
 
 

1. Long Range Ministry/Building Plan-scope of 2020 Captial Campaign-more clarity at council retreat.   
2. Safety Plan Update- there has been a quote received for the camera system within the  
        building and grounds.  The Safety Committee will put together a proposal for the whole camera  
        system 

M-Patty B.  
S-Diane B. 

Pass 
 

Steve M.  
Jason E.  

Pass  

New  
Business 

Elect Officers and Members of Executive Committee 
a. President - Linda Dirks   
b. Vice President - Jason Eastling  
c. Secretary - Hope Sykora 
d. At - Large - Patty Fasching  
e. At - Large - Jim Marsh 
 

1. Motion to approve the officers and executive committee members as presented.  M/S/P Dan     
Berg/ Carter Diers 
2. Motion to approve a special offering for Food for Kidz in April.  M/S/P Hope Sykora /Patty Fashing 
3. Council Retreat: March 15, 2020, at 12:00.  Agenda ideas-listed in Pastor Dave’s Report.  
4. Motion to extend the meeting to address the old business and final new business items.  M/S/P Ja-
son Eastling/ Jim Marsh 
5. Motion to approve spending up to $800.00 from the technology budget to purchase a new computer 
for the financial administrator.  M/S/P Jason Eastling/ Hope Sykora  
6. Motion to approve spending up to $700.00 from the Hospitality Designated fund to update the gath-
ering area as outlined in Pastor Alex’s report.  M/S/P Jason Eastling/ Jim Marsh  

 
 

 

Upcoming None  

Council  
Reminders Sign up for offering duties   

Adjournment Motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:55 pm  
M-Patty F. 
S-Patty B. 

. 

Announcements /
Prayer  

1.  The Love Inc. thrift store is looking for a new space.   
2. Closing- The Lord’s Prayer 
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General Fund 

January 
2020 $39,784.18 $39,388.92 $25,938.03  

 
Monthly 
Average 

2019 
$34,400.76 $38,266.95   

Building Fund   Monthly Income Monthly Expenses Building Balance  

  $6,669.77 $9,612.99 $10,163.32  

Notes: 
 

1. The General Fund Balance increased $25,054.16 during the month of December,2019. Year to date, we have a  
         General Fund surplus of $11,310.68. 
2. We maintain a positive balance, mortgage payments are $9,587.00 monthly. Interest is at 4.5% and the loan will  
        mature February 2022  

Remember our mission at St. John’s is supported by your talents and generous gifts. 
THANK YOU!  
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In Need Of Prayer 
People at St. John’s are ready to pray for and with you in times of joy, and in times of need. To activate this Prayer 
Ministry please contact the church office. Only the information you choose to share will be passed on to the Prayer 
Ministry participants. Please understand that if you are calling on behalf of another person, in order to respect the 
right of privacy, and for the sake of confidentiality, you must have that individual’s permission before we can activate 
the prayer ministry and pray for them by name. Also, please know that our prayer ministry is ALWAYS open to addi-
tional participants. If you would like to be included in either the Prayer Chain (where you would receive a telephone 
contact) or the email prayer group – please contact the church office.    

Pastoral Visits 
Please call the church office and let us know if you desire a pastoral visit, especially if you are going to be  
hospitalized. If it is an emergency, feel free to call Pastor Dave at home.    

In Case of Inclement Weather    
When the weather is questionable, and we have something scheduled at church, we will: 

1) Put an announcement on our voice mail indicating whether 
     events are still on or are cancelled,  
2) Put an announcement on the website at  
     www.stjohns-annandale.org indicating whether events are on  
     or are cancelled, and   
3) If an event is cancelled, we will also notify the following radio/ TV 
    stations:  KRWC Buffalo (1360AM), KTIS Minneapolis (98.5FM)- 
    (broadcast on webpage), and WCCO (830AM) (broadcast on  
     webpage).   
4)Post it on Facebook. 
             In all cases, please make wise and safe choices. 

Prayer Chain  
Would you like to me added to the prayer chain via email or telehpone. If you are interested please contact the 
church office.  

Communion Service at Annandale Care Center   
Our monthly service of Holy Communion will be March 6th at 1:30pm. While this worship service is intended for all  
St. John’s members who are residents at the Care Center and Centennial Villa apartments, it is open to ALL (both 
residents and family and friends). Pastor Dave will also be leading Sunday worship at the Care Center on Sunday, 
March 29th at 1:30pm. 
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indicating whether events are on or are cancelled,  
If an event is cancelled, we will also notify the following radio/television stations:  KRWC Buffalo (1360AM), KTIS Minneap-

Endowment Committee News 
Each year we are able to provide helpful support to congregational, local and churchwide ministries thanks to the 
generosity of those who have given gifts to our Endowment Fund.   A gift to our Endowment Fund IS a gift that keeps 
on giving.  Here’s a thank you we received from one of our Endowment Grant recepients: 
 
Dear St. John’s Lutheran Church, 
 
Thank you very much for your generous donations 
 of $300.00 to our Annandale girl’s facility.   
Your thoughtfulness is greatly appreciated. 
 
Thank you, 
Scott Bakeberg 
Executive Director – Village Ranch 
 
Have you included the St. John’s Endowment in your estate plan? There are a  
variety of options available to you. To learn about the many ways to make a planned gift, please contact the InFaith 
Community Foundation at 800-365-4172 (where our St. John’s Endowment is held) and they would be happy to ex-
plain them to you. Gifts and memorials are also another way you can support our Endowment Fund. Please know 
that we are grateful for each and every gift given to the St. John’s Endowment – no matter the size – whether it’s 
through your estate or as a gift in memory or in honor of someone.   

Stewardship for All Seasons: Gifting From an IRA    
Most Americans make their contributions to charity by writing checks or even setting up automatic payments  
from checking accounts or through credit cards. St. John’s is happy to receive your gifts however you choose to 
make them. If you have an appreciated stock or mutual funds, you can likely benefit tremendously by gifting the  
appreciated asset directly to the church.  As a church, we do not pay capital gains taxes. You, as the donor, get the 
opportunity to deduct the value of the stock on the date you give it to the church if you are able to itemize your  
deductions. Of course, you should check with your tax advisor to discuss your personal situation to determine if this 
scenario works for you. We are able to receive your stock gifts here at the church.   
Contact Aleah to learn how to transfer the stock directly to the church. 

Palm/Passion Sunday Readers 
We will once again be in need of individuals (youth and adults) who would be willing to assist with the dramatic  
Passion Reading on Sunday, April 5th.  Individuals need to be present for both services that Sunday. A sign-up will 
be available in the Gathering Area – or you can contact the church office and let Pastor Dave know you are  
interested in participating. Scripts will be handed out on Wednesday, April 1st, following our Midweek Lenten worship 
service.   

First Communion  
Here at St. John’s, children are welcome to begin communing whenever their parents feel they are ready to  
participate.   If a child has not begun communing at an earlier age, we strongly encourage that every child would 
begin communing in either third or fourth grade.   If you missed the meeting on February 23rd, and you would like 
your child(ren) to participate – please contact the church office and arrange to pick up the materials from either 
Pastor Dave or Pastor Alex. We would like you to review the materials with your son or daughter, at home in  
preparation for our First Communion class on Saturday, April 4th from 9am-11am.  If you have any questions, 
please contact the church office. 

Invest in the Kingdom: Gathered in Christ, Scattered to Serve 
It's hard to believe that we only have two month remaining of this three year campaign.   Thank you, thank you, thank you for your generous sup-

port.  Because of your generosity we have been able to pay each monthly mortgage payment on time, and have always had sufficient funds in reserve.  

But as we now approach the last two months of this current three-year campaign our fund balance is at its lowest amount - less than we need to 

make our next payment.  If you look at the Financial Report, the balance of $10,163.32 was prior to making our February payment.  With donations 

received, we now have a balance of around $6000 with a March payment due on March 15th.  Let's end this campaign strong and make sure that we 

do not have to dip into our General Fund in order to make the next two mortgage payments. 

 
Soon you will be hearing about our next fund appeal.  It's exciting to announce that our next appeal will be for the purpose of PAYING OFF OUR 

EXISTING DEBT ON THE NEW BUILDING.   Information will be coming out in late-March/ early-April.   We will receive pledges towards the end 

of April.  We are scheduled to payoff the loan in February of 2022.   

 

+Pastor Dave 
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One of the many Ministry teams at St. John’s is Outreach.   

Outreach has 2 primary tasks: 

1. Hospitality 

2. Outreach to our community near and far 

Endowment Committee News 
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Spring Break Extravaganza  
Sunday, March 22nd, at 2pm we will be prepping our snow quinzee huts for an overnight 
camp out. 
Monday, March 23rd, proceeds going to help Homeless Veterans.  
Wednesday March 25, students in grades 7-12 and their friends are welcome to attend a  
day of “Brains and Braun”. We will be leaving St. Johns at 1:40 to go to an Escape Room in  
Buffalo, and then off to an American Ninja Warrior Gym in Maple Grove. We will stop for  
dinner and be back in Annandale about 7pm. Cost will be $40 per participant, and  
scholarships are available. Please bring extra money for dinner at Culvers.  
March 27th and 28th is the Senior High (current 9-12 graders) Youth Gathering at the  
Courtyard by Marriott Hotel in Mankato. "Faith Can Move Mountains" is the theme this year. 
The event cost will be $100 per participant. Scholarships are available.  
Please sign up in the Gathering area. Registration deadline will be March 12.   

Joyful Jar 
The Joyful Jar has been a great addition to our worship life here at St. John’s. It has been so much fun watching the  
young ones of our congregation bring forward the gifts of so many people. Thank you to all who continually give and  
flag down young people to give them something to put in the jar. It is teaching some amazing things about giving.  
Not only are our young people and adults being impacted, but also the organizations that receive the gifts at the end  
of each month. Here is a list of what organizations have  received support from the Joyful Jar so far, and those that will 
 in the coming months.  
  
October: Angel Fund (School Lunch Support) - $448.31           April: Food For Kidz - $ 1645.13 
November: Share Your Christmas - $907.55     May: Summer Camp Scholarships - $225.22 
December: Annandale Food Shelf -  $1,082.63     June: Companion Synod: $498.32 
January: Youth First - $409.65                               July: Youth Activity Fees: $299.45  
February: AES Nurses Fund -                    August: AES Backpack Program $511.11 
March: Sunset Ridge                                                                          September: Annandale Free Store $ 457.06  

Puerto Rico Mission Trip Meeting March 18 @ 8pm in the Fellowship hall. 

You are invited to stop by McDonald’s on Thursday afternoons.  Pastor Dave will be 
“hanging out” there from 3-4:30pm each Thursday in March (except March 19th - unless a 
Funeral or some other kind of emergency arises).  You are encouraged to stop by and 
visit (it can be about something at church, or what God is up to in your life, or where you 
have experienced God recently, or anything at all). Just to be sure, you can call the 
church to find out if Pastor Dave will indeed be there on a given Thursday or not.   

Good Friday Day Camp - Building the Easter Story through Legos! 
Mark your calendars for Good Friday Day Camp on Friday, April 10th from 9am to 1:00pm. This is a very  

fun event that is open to children ages 3 years old (and potty trained) through 5th grade. Join us as we learn 
 about the Easter story through Legos and do other Easter related activities. Lunch will be served. The event is 

 free, but space is limited and pre-registration is required by Friday, March 27th.  
Sign your child up online at: https://vbspro.events/p/events/480655.  

If you are interested in volunteering for this exciting event, please contact Emily Combs or Gabbie Becker.  

April is St. John's turn to deliver Meals on Wheels.  
Volunteers can sign up starting March 1st on the April delivery calendar  

at the sign up desk or on Sign Up Genius online.  
 

Any questions should be directed to Diane Bakley.  
Thank you to all volunteers who participate in this mission of outreach to 

the Annandale community.     
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March 4, 11, 18, 25 and April 1 - Midweek Soup Suppers and Lenten Worship  
  Soup Suppers will be served from 5:15pm – 6:15pm  
  Midweek Lenten Worship at 6:30pm (NOTE TIME CHANGES)  
March 8th – Daylight Savings Begins 
March 15th - Council Retreat 
April 4th - First Communion Gathering  
April 5th - Palm/Passion Sunday 
April 5th - Pancake Breakfast served by our Mission Trip youth and adults  
April 9th - Maundy Thursday Worship – at 7:00pm  (Please note Time) 
April 10th - Good Friday Community Service at the United Methodist Church – at 12 noon 
April 10th - Good Friday “Stations of the Cross” led by our 9th Graders – at 7pm  
April 12th - Easter Sunday  
April 18th - Annandale Expo  
April 22nd - Administrative Professional’s Day  
April 22nd - Food For Kidz Food Packaging Event  
April 22nd - 9th Grade Youth and Parents Meeting  
April 25th - Gustavus Association of Congregations Event  
April 26th - Cantata Sunday  

 

 To all those who have agreed to serve on this year’s Snow Shoveling  
       –   thank you for all your hard work. 
 To all our newly elected leaders; 
 To all who generously gave on SouperBowl of Caring Sunday - $593 was 
      raised for Annandale Food Shelf; 
 To Mark and Ardis Nelson and Becky Unger for leading us in the  
      “Healing of the Nations” song/prayer; 
 To our D-Way Small Groups and guides who are serving as ushers for our  
      Wednesday evening worship services; 
 Pastor Alex and Gabbie for hosting our Staff Gathering; 
 To those who have provided feedback regarding our Wednesday evening  

                                                          worship formats that were used in February. 

To Lloyd Johnson for receiving the 2019 Silver Beaver 
Award from the Boy Scouts of America.  The Silver Beaver 
award is a distinguished service award to honor those who 

have made an impact on the lives of youth through their 
service to Scouting and beyond. 

OBNDY (Old But Not Dead Yet) Book Club 
The OBNDY (Old But Not Dead Yet) Club, which began as a life group last September, will study the book THE 
GIFT OF YEARS (paperback, $14.95) by Joan Chittister. Anyone is welcome, although the book is most relevant  
to those 70 and over. Four sessions are currently planned for the second Wednesday afternoon of each month  
beginning April 8. The group will meet in the church library. To join the study group, sign up no later than March 15 
at the welcome desk or contact Marge Lundeen at 320-274-2240. If you are interested in ordering a book, please 
contact the church office at 320-274-8827.  


