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From Pastor Dave… 
 
Every February we celebrate Valentine’s Day… we celebrate love.  We do something special … 
we buy the “right” card, we pick up a bouquet of beautiful flowers, we purchase a special gift, or 
we plan a romantic dinner or get away just to let that “someone special” in our life just how much 
we love and appreciate them. Yes, Valentine’s Day is about going out of our way to say “I love 
you.”  It’s all about celebrating the love we share with others who are special to us.  And the sym-
bol is a heart… a big red heart! 
 
It’s a wonderful occasion, a special day, for saying “I love you”.  But sadly, sometimes Valentine’s 
Day is the only time those words are shared.   Oh, we love our spouse, but life gets so hectic that 
we just forget to tell them… and we love our kids, but sometimes conversations are all about 
schedules and activities that we forget to express out loud what we feel in our hearts… and we 
love our parents, but they know that, right?   
 
Yes, sometimes we forget to say what we all need to say more often… three little words that 
make all the difference in the world.   Because, let’s face it, we all know what a difference those 
words make in our lives when someone speaks them to us, and we know the emptiness that 
comes when we fail to hear those words from those we love.   
 
So, let’s all work on saying those words more often – let’s not assume that those we care about 
know how we feel – let’s not get so busy that we don’t have time to look at those we love in the 
eyes and say the words they long to hear:  the words: “I love you.” 
 
Thank goodness God isn’t like us.   Thank goodness God doesn’t forget.   Rather, God’s “I love 
you” is spoken clearly every time we gather for worship in the words of forgiveness.  God’s “I love 
you” is spoken every time we come to the Lord’s Table and receive the bread and wine and hear 
the words “given and shed for you.”   God’s “I love you” is spoken to us whenever we remember 
our baptism, whenever we share and receive God’s peace, whenever we smile and welcome 
those around us, whenever the Word speaks God’s message of love and grace into our hearts.   
Not to mention the countless ways God’s speaks God’s love into our lives as we receive daily 
God’s abundant blessings.    
 
We, as humans, may need a special day to remind us to say what we know we should be saying 
more often… but God doesn’t.  God abundantly shares God’s love with us each and every day, 
each and every time we gather for worship, each and every time we spend time with God in pray-
er, each and every time we look at a cross….   
 
“I love you” – three special words.   Thank goodness that we have a God who loves to say 
them… over and over and over again.         
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Dave 
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Sunday Prayers 
As part of our prayers each Sunday we are going to begin praying for different work vocations as a way to 
recognized and support the various ways that people live out their baptismal calling in the world.    

Sunday Scripture Readings 
February 2 – Mark 5:21-43    Jarius’ Daughter Healed 
February 9 – Mark 6:1-29    Death of John the Baptist 
February 16 -  Mark 7:1-23   What Defiles? 
February 23 -  Mark 8:27-9:8   Transfiguration 
February 26 (Ash Wednesday) -  Mark 9:30-37  Passion Prediction 

Wednesday D-Way  
February 5, 12 and 19th - D-Way Supper at 5:15pm; Large Group/Small Groups at 5:55pm  
February 26 - Ash Wednesday (No D-Way) - Worship at 6:30pm Youth are expected to attend.  

Wednesday Worship Style Change 
Starting on Wednesday February 5th, we will be offering different worship styles to allow for those that 
attend on a Sunday, have an option to come again. These different worship styles will focus on different 
aspects of worship, prayer and spiritual growth. We hope you will join us, whether you attend a Sunday 
morning service or only Wednesday, this is for you. Feedback welcomed.  
-          Feb. 5  Contemplative worship of song, prayer, silence, meditation and communion. 
-          Feb 12 Prayer Around the Cross 
-          Feb 19 Experiential worship service with different prayer stations. 

J.O.L.T. (Joy of Learning Together) 
In February we will focus on a four-part series entitled: “Aliveness in Faith” with video segments by Brian 
McLaren. 
February 2 – Seeking Aliveness: Faith 
                       In this week’s video, we will hear Brian McLaren reflect on the question: “Is the Christian  
                       faith a pathway, a way of life, or is it a parking lot, a warehouse, a system of belief and a 
                       system of sin management and death preparation?  McLaren will call us to rediscover the  
                       Way and life to the fullest. 
February 9 – Seeking Aliveness: Jesus 
                       In this week’s video, we will hear Brian McLaren reflect on the question, “Has religion  
                       stopped ‘working for you?’  Have you become a Christian conformist instead of a follower  
                       of Jesus?  He will challenge us to let Jesus lead us out of captivity into a life of discovery  
                       and to let the Spirit lead us into greater things than even Jesus himself did. 
February 16 – Seeking Aliveness: Spirit 
                         In this week’s video, Brian McLaren will note that conservatives have tended to  
                        emphasize the personal dimensions of faith and liberals have tended to emphasize the  
                        ethical and public and social dimensions of faith, and says the results haven’t been good. 
                        He will then invite us to rediscover “Pentecostalism 2.0” – new life in and through God’s S 
                        Spirit. 
February 23 – Seeking Aliveness: Word 
                        In this weeks’ video, Brian McLaren will call us to disarm the stories that we’ve used to 
                        justify violence and rather teach people how Jesus came, in many ways, to disarm those 
                        bogus stories of the past.  McLaren invites us to consider scripture with a fresh and new  
                        set of eyes. 

Palm Branches 
If you took home your palm branch last year on Palm Sunday and you still have it – please bring 
it to the church office no later than Sunday, February 23rd. Last year’s palm branches will be 
used to prepare the ashes for this year’s Ash Wednesday services. 

Lenten Service Time Change 
This year our Midweek Lenten Worship will begin at 6:30 pm  

Page 7 
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church Council Meeting        1/13/2020 Start: 7:00pm   End: 8:48pm 
 
Present: Diane Barkley, Steve Miller, Jason Eastling, Linda Dircks, Hope Sykora, Parker Kulm Lonnie Baack, 
      Derek Groth, Patty Behrends, Pastor Alex, and Pastor Dave 
 
Absent: Mary Iverson, Alyssa Domagala, Matt Honsey  

Topic Discussion 
 M/S/P 

Faith Talk: None this Month   

Scripture & Prayer Pastor Dave  

Call to Order  Linda called the meeting to order at 7:06pm   

Approval of  
Agenda Motion to approve the agenda as presented  M-Lonnie B. 

S-Derek G.  

Secretary’s Report Motion to approve the December Secretary’s report as presented  M– Lonnie B. 
S– Jason E.  

Treasurer’s Report  
Motion to approve the November Treasurer’s report as presented  
 
Motion to approve payment of the $200.00 licensing fee out of Precious Gifts Preschool fund.  

M– Derek G. 
S– Hope S.  

 
M-Steve M. 
S Lonnie B. 

Executive  
Committee Actions 

Pastor Annual Reviews will be held Tuesday, January 21st at 3pm 
Thank you card for Drew and Donna Jacobson for their extra help on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.    

Pastor Dave’s  
Report 

 White House update- maintenance and cleaning wrapping up.  Lining up Renter’s Warehouse to get 
ready to rent it out.  The property team has really made it look fabulous.   

 Will be advertised for February 1 rental.   

 Sanctuary Carpet Update-claim was denied.  The church will appeal the denial.  If the carpet claim is 
fully denied, then we may need to look for a new insurance company.   

 Nominating process-still have some open positions for Church Council and Nominating Committee.   

 Changes will be made to our constitution at the Annual Meeting based on the Churchwide  
        Assembly.  Most of it is language changes.   
 Special Thank You to council members who are finishing their terms on council.  

 
M - Diane B.  
S - Steve M.  

 
Pastor Alex’s  
Report 
 
 
 

 Safety/Security meeting was held today.  Starting to look at cameras and starting to prioritizing 
needs and creating a plan.   

 

 
Old 
Business 
 
 

 2020 Budget-changes were outlined in Pastor Dave’s report. 
Motion to approve the increases for the music staff as outlined in Pastor Dave’s report, increase VBS 
Coordinator Salary $50.00, and Sunday School Coordinator Salary $100.00 in the 2020 Budget. 

        Motion to recommend the approved 2020 Budget at the annual meeting. 
  
 Plans for 2020 Capital Campaign-having a round table discussion at the Annual Meeting. 

M-Patty B.  
S-Diane B. 

Pass 
 

Steve M.  
Jason E.  

Pass  

New  
Business 

 Motion to transfer $5000.00 of unused 2019 Capital Improvement Funds to the Designated Capital 
Improvement Fund. 

 Annual Meeting Meal Plans January 26, 2020, @12:00-Soup, desserts, and bread. 

M-Steve M.  
S-Jason E.  

 

Upcoming Council retreat  

Council  
Reminders 

Faith Talk: No Faith Talk for February 
Reminder: Sign up for offering duties  
Next Executive Meeting: February 11th, 2020 at 7:00pm 
Next Council Meeting: February 17th, 2020 @7:00pm 
 

 

Adjournment Motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:48 pm  M-Derek G.  
S-Lonnie B. 

Prayer  Closing with Lord’s Prayer   
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General Fund 

December 
2019 69,257.41 44,203.25 $32,698.34  

 
Monthly 
Average 

2018  
$37,137.60 $38,165.40   

Building Fund   Monthly Income Monthly Expenses Building Balance  

  $8,879.54 $9,616.51 $12,597.14  

Precious Gifts 
Preschool    

PG Income  PG Expense PG Balance 
 

  $16.00  $6,385.83  

Notes: 
 

1. The General Fund Balance increased $25,054.16 during the month of December,2019. Year to date, we have a General Fund surplus 
of $11,310.68. 

2. We maintain a positive balance, mortgage payments are $9,587.00 monthly. Interest is at 4.5% and the loan will mature February 
2022 

 

Remember our mission at St. John’s is supported by your talents and generous gifts. THANK YOU!  
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In Need Of Prayer 
People at St. John’s are ready to pray for and with you in times of joy, and in times of need. To activate this Prayer Ministry 
please contact the church office. Only the information you choose to share will be passed on to the Prayer Ministry partici-
pants. Please understand that if you are calling on behalf of another person, in order to respect the right of privacy, and for 
the sake of confidentiality, you must have that individual’s permission before we can activate the prayer ministry and pray for 
them by name. Also, please know that our prayer ministry is ALWAYS open to additional participants. If you would like to be 
included in either the Prayer Chain (where you would receive a telephone contact) or the email prayer group – please contact 
the church office.    

Pastoral Visits 
Please call the church office and let us know if you desire a pastoral visit, especially if you are going to be hospitalized.  
If it is an emergency, feel free to call Pastor Dave at home.    

Prayer Chain  
Would you like to me added to the prayer chain via email or telehpone. If you 
are interested please contact the church office.  

“Are You a Cracked Pot??” 
February 13th at 9:30am — Cost $9 

Special Feature:  Eric Naegle with Wright County Community Action   
Music:  Love Songs (Ardis Nelson, Judy Johnson and Arlene Sands” 

Speaker: Jan Henryson “Finding Value in a Cracked Pot” 

Annandale Christian Women’s Club 

Communion Service at Annandale Care Center   
Our monthly service of Holy Communion will be February 7th at 1:30pm   While this worship service is intended for all St. 
John’s members who are residents at the Care Center and Centennial Villa apartments, it is open to ALL (both residents and 
family and friends). Pastor Dave will also be leading Sunday worship at the Care Center on Sunday, February 16th at 1:30pm. 

Many Thanks   
 To all those who have agreed to serve on this year’s Snow Shoveling – thanks for all your hard work. 
 To all who helped get the take down and put away our Christmas decorations. 
 To the Nominating Team for their diligent and faithful work in calling forth leaders. 
 To all who had a hand in preparing our Annual Report – from those who wrote reports, to those who proofed the reports, to those 

who typed and arranged the reports, to those who assembled the reports!   
       A Special Thanks to Andrea and Aleah. 
 To the Church Council, and especially our Treasurer: Steve Miller, Aleah, our Financial Administrator, and Linda Dircks our Council 

President for their diligent work on preparing the 2020 budget. 
 To Parker Kulm, Lonnie Baack, Matt Honsey, Derek Groth, Steve Miller and Diane Barkley who have completed their terms on the 

Church Council – thank you for your faithful leadership. 
 To the Church Council members for organizing the Annual Meeting lunch. 
 To Pastor Alex and Gabbie for hosting our Council Holiday Gathering 
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indicating whether events are on or are cancelled,  
If an event is cancelled, we will also notify the following radio/television stations:  KRWC Buffalo (1360AM), KTIS Minneap-

In Case of Inclement Weather    
When the weather is questionable, and we have something scheduled at church, we will: 
1) Put an announcement on our voice mail indicating whether 
     events are still on or are cancelled,  
2) Put an announcement on the website at  
     www.stjohns-annandale.org indicating whether events are on  
     or are cancelled, and   
3) If an event is cancelled, we will also notify the following radio/ TV 
    stations:  KRWC Buffalo (1360AM), KTIS Minneapolis (98.5FM)- 
    (broadcast on webpage), and WCCO (830AM) (broadcast on  
     webpage).   
4)Post it on Facebook. 

                                                              In all cases, please make wise and safe choices. 

Installation of Elected Leaders   
We will be installing our own newly elected leaders at our worship services on Sunday, February 2nd, at the end of our first 
service and at the beginning of the second.  
Please keep your elected congregational leaders in your prayers throughout the year! 

Equipping Congregations Day 
This year’s theme is: “LEAParticipation: Leap into participation this leap year” It will be held on Saturday, February 29th from 
8:30am to 3:30pm at two sites in Willmar (Vinje Lutheran and Bethel Lutheran Churches). All are welcome – congregational 
members, Council members, Christian educators, Worship and Youth leaders, pastors… everyone. Childcare is available.   
This year’s keynote speaker is Pastor David Lose, Senior Pastor serving Mount Olivet Lutheran Church in Minneapolis.  
Pastor Lose’s theme is:  Entering the Bible with Heart, Mind and Soul” Pastor Lose is a captivating and insightful speaker – you 
won’t be disappointed.  In addition to the keynote address, you will have your choice of 3 out of 24 workshops to attend. It’s a 
great event!  Let Pastor Dave know if you are interested in attending. 

Crow River Conference Assembly 
Our Annual Crow River Assembly is scheduled for Sunday, February 23rd at All Saints  Lutheran in Darwin, MN.   Registration, 
coffee and goodies begin at 2pm, with the assembly beginning at 2:30pm.   This year we will have Pastor Angela Denker as 
our speaker.  She currently serves in Brownton, but served as a sports writer before attending seminary.  She also just pub-
lished a book entitled:  “Red State Christians.”  It’s a wonderful book to help us understand one another in this politically divi-
sive time.   A short business meeting will follow her presentation.  We can bring up to six voting lay members.   It would be nice 
to have a good representation from St. John’s at this meeting. Please contact Pastor Dave if you are interested in attending. 

First Communion Meeting for Parents 
Here at St. John’s, children are welcome to begin communing whenever their parents feel they are ready to participate. If a 
child has not begun communing at an earlier age, we strongly encourage that every child would begin communing in either  
third or fourth grade. On February 23rd, there will be a brief meeting, following each worship service, in the church library,  
for all parents of children who want to prepare for their First Communion. This meeting is for parents only. The purpose of this 
meeting is to outline the process, and distribute some materials that we will have you work through, with your son or daughter, 
at home in preparation for our First Communion class on Saturday, April 4th from 9am-11am. If you have any questions, please 
contact the church office 

Endowment Committee News 
Each year we are able to provide helpful support to congregational, local and churchwide ministries thanks to the generosity of 
those who have given gifts to our Endowment Fund.   A gift to our Endowment Fund IS a gift that keeps on giving. 
 
Have you included the St. John’s Endowment in your estate plan?  There are a variety of options available  
to you. To learn about the many ways to make a planned gift, please contact the InFaith Community  
Foundation at 800-365-4172 (where our St. John’s Endowment is held) and they would be happy to explain 
them to you. 
 
Gifts and memorials are also another way you can support our Endowment Fund.   Please know that we are 
grateful for each and every gift given to the St. John’s Endowment – no matter the size – whether it’s through your estate or as 
a gift in memory or in honor of someone.   

Stewardship for All Seasons: Gifting From an IRA    
The law is now permanent that allows donors ages 70 ½ and older to withdraw up to $100,000 each year from the total of all 
their IRA accounts tax-free if they give the money directly to a charity.  Any distribution to charity counts towards the donor’s 
required minimum distribution from their IRA accounts even though the charity, and not the donor, is the recipient.  Previously 
charitable gifts from an IRA were taxed as regular withdrawals. If you have an IRA and are 70 ½  or older this law offers a great 
opportunity for you to make a gift to St. John’s. This gift  (1) will not be taxed as a regular IRA withdrawal and (2) if you are not 
dependent on income from your IRA, you will be able to meet your minimal distribution requirement without being taxed on the 
withdrawal. We suggest you discuss this opportunity with your legal and/or financial advisors.   



Page 4 Good News Monthly 

One of the many Ministry teams at St. John’s is Outreach.   

Outreach has 2 primary tasks: 

1. Hospitality 

2. Outreach to our community near and far 

Endowment Committee News 
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Coming up….  
February 2 - Installation of Elected Leaders  
February 2 - SOUPER BOWL OF CARING SUNDAY  
February 19 - Newsletter Deadline  
February 23 - Crow River Conference Gathering 
February 26 - Ash Wednesday Services (Season of Lent Begins) – ONLY ONE SERVICE at 6:30pm 
            Soup Supper from 5:15-6:15pm  (NOTE TIME CHANGES) 
February 29 - Equipping Congregations Day in Willmar  
March 4, 11, 18, 25 and April 1 - Midweek Soup Suppers and Lenten Worship – Soup Suppers will  
                                                      be served from 5:15pm – 6:15pm and Midweek Lenten Worship 
                                                      with worship to follow at 6:30pm (NOTE TIME CHANGES)  
March 15 – Daylight Savings Begins 

 Joyful Jar 
The Joyful Jar has been a great addition to our worship life here at St. John’s. It has been so much fun watching the  
young ones of our congregation bring forward the gifts of so many people. Thank you to all who continually give and  
flag down young people to give them something to put in the jar. It is teaching some amazing things about giving.  
Not only are our young people and adults being impacted, but also the organizations that receive the gifts at the end  
of each month. Here is a list of what organizations have  received support from the Joyful Jar so far, and those that will 
 in the coming months.  
  
October: Angel Fund (School Lunch Support) - $448.31           April: Food For Kidz - $ 1645.13 
November: Share Your Christmas - $907.55     May: Summer Camp Scholarships - $225.22 
December: Annandale Food Shelf -  $1,082.63     June: Companion Synod: $498.32 
January: Youth First -                                 July: Youth Activity Fees: $299.45  
February: AES Nurses Fund -                    August: AES Backpack Program $511.11 
                                                                                                           September: Annandale Free Store $ 457.06  
Distribution of Holiday Fair Money: 
Present at meeting: Sally Mozingo, Beryl Geisinger, Mary Iverson, Sharon Peterson, Debbie Shumacher,  
                                Diane Swanson, Sharlyn Daniels 
 
Total income: $5,224.25 less $212.38 for advertising which leaves a total of $5,011.87 to disperse 
  
 *South Haven Fire Department:  $50 (donation for use of tables) 
 *Hands for Hope:  $500 
 *Disaster Relief:  $100 
 *World Relief:  $100 
 *World Hunger:  $100 
 *ELCA Women:  $100 
 *Lutheran Social Services:  $100 
 *Free Store:  $500 
 *Youth First:  $500 
 *Cemetery Fund:  $300 
 *Septuafest:  $200 for speaker per Mary Iverson 
 *Puerto Rico Mission Trip:  $1,900 
 *Starting cash for next year:  $500 

Thank you to all of those who helped make the fair a success!  

Coffee and Conversation 
You are invited to stop by McDonald’s on Thursday afternoons. Pastor Dave will be “hanging out” there from  
3-4:30pm each Thursday in February (unless a Funeral or some other kind of emergency arises). You are 
encouraged to stop by and visit (it can be about something at church, or what God is up to in your life, or 
where you have experienced God recently, or anything at all). Just to be sure, you can call the church to find 
out if Pastor Dave will indeed be there on a given Thursday or not.   

Dear St. John’s Lutheran Church,  
This letter is to THANK YOU on behalf of the School Board of ISD 876 for your recent donation of $448.11 for the  
Annandale Elementary School Food Service Angel fund.  Your donation was officially accepted by the Board during  
their December 16, 2019 meeting. Contributions from organizations like yours help support our students and their efforts  
to succeed in school. Thank you for your interest in these programs and for backing our kids.   

Sincerely, Tim Prom, Superintendent  
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YOUTH GROUP 
All 8-12th Grade youth are invited to join us for youth group, Wednesday nights from 8–9:15 pm in the Ed. Building youth 
room. Come hang out with friends, have great discussions, play games, laugh, grow in faith, and have a great time. Invite 
your friends, and we will see you on Wednesday!  

 

Youth Group Schedule: Feb. 5 – Youth Group @ 8pm  
     Feb. 12– Youth Group @ 8pm  
     Feb. 19 – Youth Group @ 8pm 
     Feb. 26 – Youth Group @ 8pm 

Valentine's Day Parents Night Out -- Friday, February 14th 
Enjoy an evening to yourself and drop the kids off with us! The event includes four hours of 
supervised care, a pizza dinner, games, crafts, a movie, and cookie decorating. Free will 
offering will be collected. All funds raised will go to support the 2019 youth mission 
trip fund to Puerto Rico. Open to all children in the community, ages 6 months and 
up. Space is limited and registration is highly recommended.  
Sign up at: www.vbspro.events/p/stjohnsparentsnightout 

Family Game Night  
Family Game Night has been rescheduled to Saturday, February 22. Join us for a hilarious night of family friendly 
games. Come to play or just watch! Free will pizza dinner will be served at 5:00pm; games will run from 5:30-
7:30pm. This is a laid back event that is enjoyable for all ages! Sign up in the gathering area or on the church 
website.  

Lent Soup Supper  
Starting February 26th, each Wednesday evening from 5:15 to 6:25 pm,  we will gather for a soup dinner before 
the 6:30 Worship service.  Please come join us for a great meal and support a great cause. Free will donation will 
go towards the 2020 Youth Mission Trip to Puerto Rico. Please come join us for a great meal and support a great 
cause.  

Puerto Rico Mission Trip Meeting March 18 @ 8pm in the Fellowship hall. 

Spring Break Extravaganza  
Sunday, March 22nd, at 2pm we will be prepping our snow quinzee huts for an overnight camp out. 
Monday, March 23rd, proceeds going to help Homeless Veterans.  
Wednesday March 25, students in grades 7-12 and their friends are welcome to attend a day of “Brains and Braun”. We will 
be leaving St. Johns at 1:40 to go to an Escape Room in Buffalo, and then off to an American Ninja Warrior Gym in Maple 
Grove. We will stop for dinner and be back in Annandale about 7pm. Cost will be $40 per participant, and scholarships are 
available. Please bring extra money for dinner at Culvers.  
March 27th and 28th is the Senior High (current 9-12 graders) Youth Gathering at the Courtyard by Marriott Hotel in Mankato. 
"Faith Can Move Mountains" is the theme this year. The event cost will be $100 per participant. Scholarships are available.  
Please sign up in the Gathering area. Registration deadline will be March 12.   

Good Friday Day Camp - Building the Easter Story through Legos! 
Mark your calendars for Good Friday Day Camp on Friday, April 10th from 9am to 1:00pm. This is a very fun event that is 
open to children ages 3 years old (and potty trained) through 5th grade. Join us as we learn about the Easter story through 
Legos and do other Easter related activities. Lunch will be served. The event is free, but space is limited and pre-registration 
is required by Friday, March 27th. Sign your child up online at: https://vbspro.events/p/events/480655. If you are interested in 
volunteering for this exciting event, please contact Emily Combs or Gabbie Becker.  

Luther Crest Led Day Camp 
We are overjoyed to announce that we will be offering a Day Camp, led by Luther Crest Counselors this summer. From June 
8th-11th all students finishing k-5th grade. Be sure to get this on your calendars and look for more information and sign ups in 
the next few months.  

Luther Crest is Coming! 
We are excited to have a representative from Luther Crest Bible Camp join us on Sunday, February 16. There will be an infor-
mation table set up, where questions can be answered and more information about the many options the camp offers through-
out the summer. 


