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From Pastor Dave,
Immanuel – God with Us!

It’s hard to believe that another Advent and Christmas season is again upon us. It’s a wonderful time of the year. The lights, the music, the spirit of generosity, the joys of gathering
with friends and family, the wonder of children’s faces, the prayers for peace on earth… all
these things, and so much more, make this time of the year exceedingly special. At least,
that’s true for most of us, most of the time.

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
331 West Harrison St.
Annandale, MN 55302
Office Phone: 320-274-8827
Office Fax: 320-274-7283

ELCA

Precious Gifts Preschool:
320-274-9722
Email: info@stjohns-annandale.org
Website: www.stjohns-annandale.org
Office Hours: Mon.- Fri., 8:00am-3:00pm

Sunday Worship
8:15am—Traditional
9:30am—Education
During the School Year

10:30am—Contemporary

St. John’s Staff
Dave Nelson, Lead Pastor
dnelson@stjohns-annandale.org
Alex Becker, Pastor
abecker@stjohns-annandale.org
Andrea Beckman, Office Administrator
andrea@stjohns-annandale.org
Aleah Edwards, Financial Administrator
aedwards@stjohns-annandale.org
Emily Combs, CYF Coordinator (Birth-4th grade)
ecombs@stjohns-annanadale.org
Jolene Davidson, CYF Coordinator (5th–12th Grade)
jdavidson@stjohns-annandale.org
Laura Eastling, Sunday School Director
Orma Lou Jacobsma, Organist
Georgene Gravdal, Custodian
Mark Nelson, Chancel Choir Director
music2Xnelson@gmail.com

And at the heart of our rejoicing is the message that the long-awaited One has come, a
Savior has been born, God has acted in a decisive way that changes everything. We no
longer have to wonder about God’s love, we no longer have to question whether God cares,
we no longer have to worry that we’re all alone – for we have Jesus, the child of Bethlehem,
the Word become flesh. The birth of Jesus is God’s declaration to us that we are loved more
than we will ever be able to fully comprehend. The birth of Jesus is God’s self-revelation that
God is about bringing healing and restoration to our lives and to all the earth. The birth of
Jesus (and his life, death and resurrection) is God’s way of saying to us that there is nothing
– not even death – that can ever separate us from God and God’s love for us and this world.
In Matthew’s gospel, we are told that Jesus is “Immanuel” which means: “God is with us.”
That promise is at the heart of our celebration. It’s the promise of Advent and Christmas –
God is with us – today, tomorrow and forever!
But for some, this year – like any year, this holiday season is heart wrenching. It’s hard to
celebrate when you are grieving, or when you are battling an illness, or when life has thrown
you a curve ball and your life is stressful and out of control. It’s hard to feel happy when
sadness is strangling you, it’s hard to feel excited when you are anxious, it’s hard to catch
the spirit when you are imprisoned in despair and hopelessness. And yet, in those times, the
promise of Immanuel becomes the gift that carries us, that comforts us, that lifts us up, that
gives us the strength to take the next step, the next breath, the next action. Knowing God is
with us – even in our sadness, even in our grief, even in our struggles – makes all the
difference.
So this year – whether you are joyful or sad – know this: God is with you; Jesus is with you –
nothing can ever separate you from His love. Lean into that promise, rest in that promise, let
that promise soak deep into your heart. It’s yours… forever!
A blessed Advent and Christmas season to you all!
Pastor Dave
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Advent

Sunday, December 1st, marks the beginning of a new Church Year, and the beginning of the season of Advent. Since the
color of the season is BLUE – you are encouraged to wear something blue that Sunday (yes, blue jeans are appropriate)!!!
Knowing that the “holiday season” isn’t an easy time for people who are grieving, ill, dealing with life’s struggles, etc. – we
will be providing “Healing Prayers” on TWO Sundays during the Holidays - Sunday, December 1st, and again on the fifth
Sunday – December 29th. Members are invited to drop off ornaments in memory of loved ones for our annual Memorial
Tree. Simply drop of the ornament with your name and the name of the person in
whose name the ornament is given. A tag will be prepared and the ornament will be
added to the tree. The ornaments are then kept and hung on the trees each year.
We are also, once again, inviting members/families of the congregation to sign up to
light the candles of the Advent wreath and to lead in the Advent Wreath prayer.
Please sign up for a Sunday at the Welcome Desk.

Sunday Scripture Readings

December 1 – Jeremiah 33:14-18 Promise of the Messiah
December 8 – Isaiah 40:1-11 Isaiah of the Exile
December 15 – Ezra 1:1-4; 3:1-4, 10-13 Rebuilding the Temple
December 22 – Luke 1:5-13 [14-25], 57-80 Zechariah’s Song
December 24 (3 and 5pm) – Luke 2:1-20 (10pm) – Luke 2 and Matthew 1
December 25 – Luke 2:1-20
December 29 – Mark 1:1-20 Beginning of the Good News

J.O.L.T. (Joy of Learning Together)

We will continue our Series: “Fear of the Other: No Fear in Love” featuring William Willimon who authored a book by
that same title. This series will help us understand and respond to the good news of God’s command to love and embrace those considered Other by the surrounding culture and even many churches. Each of the videos will feature William Willimon.
December 1 – NO Class
December 8 – Loving the Other in Church
December 15 – Jesus, the Other
December 22 – The Story of Christmas: Seeing it with New Eyes based on the book: “Light of the World”
by Amy-Jill Levine

Wednesday Worship

We are once again offering a 7:05pm Wednesday evening worship service (40-45 minutes in length) each
Wednesday that D-Way is scheduled. There will be a Wednesday service each Wednesday in December
EXCEPT CHRISTMAS DAY.

Weekly Communion

We will once again celebrate Holy Communion each Sunday in the season of Advent (beginning December 1st) and
throughout the Christmas season.

Wednesday D-Way and Worship Schedule
December 4
December 11
December 18
December 25

- D-Way Supper at 5:15pm; Large Group/Small Groups at
5:55pm and Wednesday Worship at 7:05pm
- D-Way Supper at 5:15pm; Large Group/Small Groups at
5:55pm and Wednesday Worship at 7:05pm
- D-Way Supper at 5:15pm; Christmas Caroling
NO Wednesday Worship
- NO D-Way or Wednesday Worship

Christmas Worship Schedule





Christmas Eve Services of Carols, Communion and Candle lighting
December 24th - 3pm (Led by Rejoice Team) - 5pm (Traditional)
Meditative Christmas Eve Service of Carols, Communion and Candle lighting
December 24th at 10pm
Christmas Day Service of Holy Communion
December 25th at 10am
First Sunday of Christmas
December 29th – Regular Worship Schedule/Healing Prayers

Good News Monthly
St. John’s Lutheran Church Council Meeting
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Date: 11/19/2019 Start: 7:00pm End: 8:45pm

Present: Linda Dircks, Diane Barkley, Steve Miller, Parker Klum, Hope Sykora, Lonnie Baack, Pastor Dave, Matt Honsey, Derek Groth,
PageMary
7 Iverson,
Pastor Alex
Absent: Alyssa Domagala, Jason Eastling, Patty Behrends

M/S/P

Topic
Faith Talk:
Scripture & Prayer

Discussion

Call to Order

Linda called the meeting to order at 7:13pm

Approval of
Agenda

Motion to approve the agenda as presented

M-Derek G.
S-Mary I.

Secretary’s Report

Motion to approve the October minutes as presented

M– Diane B.
S– Matt H.

Linda Dircks
Pastor Dave

Treasurer’s Report – Motion to approve the treasurer’s report as presented
June
Executive Committee

Release Sundays Information

Pastor Dave’s
Report









Update on New Member Sunday-Welcoming new members on Sunday
Year End Giving
Meditation Area-benches installed.
Sanctuary Carpet insurance claim-working on bids to be submitted.
Internship with Mt. Hermon
Nominating Process-there is a list of potential candidates and first letters have gone out
Staff changes-Kris Bauer has resigned and George Gravedall will take over
Endowment Grants due December 1, 2019.

Pastor Alex’s
Report





Updates on New Members
Life Groups; CYF; and Confirmation
Puerto Rico Mission Trip 15 youth 7 adults-do not need that many adults/they will pay for their
own way depending on fundraising
Update on Hospitality and how to display/market events Possibility of rolling wall



Old
Business

New
Business

M– Hope S.
S-Mary I.

Safety Plan Team-Pr. Alex and Derek Groth. Shared out suggestions from other trainings. They will
schedule a meeting with committee.
Precious Gifts Update-met with partial board November 18, 2019 at 6:00. Need to gather more
information and will meet again in the near future to make decisions.




Review Preliminary 2020 Budget
Motion to set our Annual Meeting Date as January 26, 2020.
Plans for 2020 Capital Campaign
Schedule Council Holiday Gathering-Pr. Dave and Linda will get some preliminary dates, then
send out to council.

Council
Reminders

Faith Talk: none
Next Executive Meeting: December 10, 2019 @7:00pm
Next Council Meeting: December 16, 2019 @7:00pm
Reminder: sign up for offering duties

Upcoming Agenda
Items

Continue with Plans for 2020 Capital Campaign
Annual Budget

M-Derek G.
S-Steve M.

Next Executive Meet- December 10, 2019 @7:00pm
ing
Next Council Meeting

December 16, 2019 @7:00pm

Adjournment

Motion to Close meeting at 8:45pm

Prayer

Closing with Lord’s Prayer

M- Mary I.
S– Derek G.
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General Fund

Monthly Income

Monthly Expense

October
2019

$32,982.64

$35,463.13

Monthly
Average
2018

$37,137.60

$38,165.40

Monthly Income

Monthly Expenses

Building Balance

PG Expense

PG Balance

$224.65

$6,393.83

Building Fund

$8,062.54
Precious Gifts
Preschool
Notes:

PG Income

1.

$9,717.03

General
Fund
Balance
Good
News
Monthly

$8,372.00

$13,819.88

The General Fund had $2480.49 more in expenses than income during October 2019. Year-to-date, we still have a General Fund deficit
of $ (12,994.57). We have 2 months remaining in the 2019 year to reverse this and have a break-even or positive 2019
We maintain a positive balance, our next mortgage payment will be $9,587.00. Interest is at 4.5%, the loan matures in 02/01/2022.
Precious Gifts Preschool balance is positive and has had no change during October 2019.

indicating whether events are on or are cancelled,
2. is cancelled, we will also notify the following radio/television stations: KRWC Buffalo (1360AM), KTIS MinneapIf an event
3.

Remember our mission at St. John’s is supported by your talents and generous gifts. THANK YOU!

Let’s End the Year Strong!

St. John’s has had a history of ending the year exceptionally well financially.
We have normally received one and a half to two times the regular offerings in
December as we do in a normal month. This history of December generosity has really
been a blessing to this congregation.
Let’s once again end the year strong - always remembering that together, by God’s
grace, we have all that we need.
Kiwanis “Share Your Christmas” Breakfast

December 8th is the date for the annual Kiwanis “Share Your Christmas”
Breakfast at St. Ignatius Catholic Church. The menu includes pancakes, egg bake, sausages, etc. You won’t go
away hungry – and in the process you will support our local Share Your Christmas efforts which make such a
difference in the lives of so many!
Tickets are available from any Kiwanis member, or at the door.

Newsletter Deadline

Items for the January newsletter are due by December 18th. Early submissions are greatly appreciated!
Thank you, Andrea Beckman

Good News Monthly
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Joyful Jar

The Joyful Jar has been a great addition to our worship life here at St. John’s. It has been so much fun watching the
young ones of our congregation bring forward the gifts of so many people. Thank you to all who continually give and
flag down young people to give them something to put in the jar. It is teaching some amazing things about giving.
Not only are our young people and adults being impacted, but also the organizations that receive the gifts at the end
of each month. Here is a list of what organizations have received support from the Joyful Jar so far, and those that will
in the coming months.
October: Angel Fund (School Lunch Support) - $448.31
November: Share Your Christmas - 506.59 (as of 11/20/2019)
December: Annandale Food Shelf January: AES Nurses Fund February: Youth First -

April: Food For Kidz - $ 1645.13
May: Summer Camp Scholarships - $225.22
June: Companion Synod: $498.32
July: Youth Activity Fees: $299.45
August: AES Backpack Program $511.11
September: Annandale Free Store $ 457.06

Altar Committee “Annual” Meeting

The members of the Altar Committee will gather on Tuesday, December 3rd at 7pm. This meeting is for all current
members, but is also open for anyone who wants to become part of our Altar Committee, or who is just interested in
learning more about what the Altar Committee does.

Holiday Fair

Saturday, December 7th, 9:00am-1:00pm
In order to have a successful fair we need your help! We’ll need baked goods, crafts, collectibles, second hand
treasures in good condition, and help in any way you can. Signup sheets will be up! Snowbirds can drop off items early.
Contact Donna Jacobson 320-261-5211

Christmas Poinsettias and World Hunger Gifts

If you would like to help decorate the church for the Christmas season by purchasing poinsettias
please fill out the form located at the Welcome Desk.
(Please clip order form with payment and place in the poinsettia wrapped box.)
The poinsettia order form deadline is December 1st.

SHARE YOUR CHRISTMAS

The tree is up adorned with tags. Choose one tag or more. Shop for your gifts.
The wrapped gifts with the tags attached to the outside of the gift need to be returned to
beneath the tree by Wednesday, December 11th. If possible, please get gift receipts for clothing items.
If you have any questions see Joyce Wadman or Diane Barkley.

A Very Merry Family Christmas Event

Sunday, December 15th from 2:30-6:00pm come hear the Christmas story and create your own take home nativity
scene. Family gingerbread house making contest, crafts, games, and free-will pasta bar dinner to follow. Event is
free and open to all families, whether church members or not. Pre-registration is required and space is limited.
Register your family online by December 1st at: www.vbspro.events/p/events/stjohnschristmasevent

Communion Service at Annandale Care Center

Our monthly service of Holy Communion will be December 6th at 1:30pm While this worship service is intended for all
St. John’s members who are residents at the Care Center and Centennial Villa apartments, it is open to ALL (both residents
and family and friends).

Sunday School Christmas Singing

Tuesday, December 24th at 3:00pm Sunday School children will be singing a Christmas song at the
3:00pm Christmas Eve service this year. Please save the date if you are a parent so we can have as
many children in attendance as possible.

In Need Of Prayer

People at St. John’s are ready to pray for and with you in times of joy, and in times of need.
To activate this Prayer Ministry please contact the church office. Only the information you
choose to share will be passed on to the Prayer Ministry participants. Please understand that
if you are calling on behalf of another person, in order to respect the right of privacy, and for
the sake of confidentiality, you must have that individual’s permission before we can activate
the prayer ministry and pray for them by name. Also, please know that our prayer ministry is ALWAYS open to additional participants. If you would like to be included in either the Prayer Chain (where you would receive a telephone contact) or the
email prayer group – please contact the church office.

Pastoral Visits

Please call the church office and let us know if you desire a pastoral visit, especially if you are going to be
hospitalized. If it is an emergency, feel free to call Pastor Dave at home.

ALL MY HEART THIS NIGHT REJOICES

Songs of joy fill the air at Great River Chorale’s holiday concerts!
Join us and experience the beauty of carols old and new seasonal narrations
and audience sing-alongs.
Friday, December 6th, 2019 | 7:30pm at Bethlehem Lutheran Church | St. Cloud, MN Saturday,
December 7th, 2019 | 4:00pm at Church of St. Augustine | St. Cloud, MN
If you have any questions see Mark or Ardis Nelson
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Endowment Committee News

Coffee and Conversation

You are invited to stop by McDonald’s on Thursday afternoons. Pastor Dave will be “hanging out”
there from 3-4:30pm each Thursday in December EXCEPT the last Thursday – December 26th
(or unless a Funeral or some other kind of emergency arises). You are encouraged to stop by
and visit (it can be about something at church, or what God is up to in your life, or where you have
experienced God recently, or anything at all). Just to be sure, you can call the church to find out if
Pastor Dave will indeed be there on a given Thursday or not.

Nominating Process

Our Nominating Committee is in the process of calling forth the gifts of leadership that will be
needed as we move forward into another year of ministry and mission. Please keep this very
important process in your prayers, and if asked to serve, please prayerfully take the time needed
to consider the call to leadership within our congregation. If you have any questions regarding the
process, please contact one of this year’s Nominating Committee members: Bill Berry, Peggy
Bodell, Keith Jerpseth, Tina Honsey, Robin Reichel and Ardis Nelson.

Each year we are able to provide helpful support to congregational, local and churchwide ministries thanks to the
generosity of those who have given gifts to our Endowment Fund. A gift to our Endowment Fund IS a gift that keeps
on giving.
Have you included the St. John’s Endowment in your estate plan? There are a variety of options available to you.
To learn about the many ways to make a planned gift, please contact the In Faith Community Foundation at
800-365-4172 (where our St. John’s Endowment is held) and they would be happy to explain them to you.
Gifts and memorials are also another way you can support our Endowment Fund. Please know that we are grateful
for each and every gift given to the St. John’s Endowment – no matter the size – whether it’s through your estate or
as a gift in memory or in honor of someone.
AND SPEAKING OF THE BENEFITS OF OUR ENDOWMENT FUND … IT’S YOUR
FINAL CHANCE to submit an Endowment Grant Application for this year.
Grant applications are available at the Welcome Desk.
Application deadline is Sunday, December 1st.

Buffalo Area Dementia Friends

What are the Grant applications for? Well, do you know of a ministry, either within or
outside of our congregation that could use a little “financial boost” – a ministry that is
consistent with our ministry to “experience, live and share the love of Jesus Christ”?

They offer a Caregiver Support Group every Thursday, 9:30-11:30am at Zion Lutheran
Church.

Many Thanks

If you need more information or support, they are there for you!
Phone: 612-562-3943
Email: BuffaloDementiaFriends@gmail.com
Facebook: Buffalo Area Dementia Friends

Meditation Area Update

The benches have been secured down. We hope to add a weatherproof box of some
kind that will allow us to make available prayer cards and resources for those who use
this space – but that won’t happen until spring. We look forward to “dedicating” this
space in late spring. The Memorial Committee has also talked briefly about adding a
Prayer Labyrinth in the lawn just west of the Meditation area. If you are interested in
seeing that happen, please consider giving a gift to our Memorial Fund. We truly
believe that this can be a place of reflection and prayer for not only our congregation,
but for our entire community. A place to sit quietly, to pray, and to reflect on the beautiful piece of art that was created by Jason Eastling that reminds us of John 3:16 and
God’s amazing love for each and every one of us, and for the whole world.

Growing Stronger: One Step at a Time Celebration Sunday

We are grateful to all who returned “Intent Cards” on our “Growing Stronger: One Step at a Time” Sunday and we anticipate that additional “giving intents for 2020 will be coming in over the next couple of weeks. If you haven’t returned
One“giving
of theintent”
manycard
Ministry
teams
at St.
John’s
Outreach.
your
– please
do so
as soon
asispossible.
You can mail or drop off the card you received in the
mail,
or
you
can
go
to
our
website
and
complete
the
“giving
intent”
card online. We will celebrate the congregation’s
Outreach
2 primary
tasks:8th. Thanks for generosity and support
response
onhas
Sunday,
December
- together, by God’s grace, 2020 we find us
GROWING
STRONGER: ONE STEP AT A TIME.
1. Hospitality
Sunset
RidgetoChristmas
2. Outreach
our community near and far
The Tuesday morning Men and Women Bible studies, and any and all who are interested, will be going out to Sunset
Ridge and providing some “Christmas Cheer” to the men who live there. We will be bringing gifts, doing some caroling.
We are able to make this happen thanks to a Thrivent Action Grant, we are able to provide them the fixings for a Christmas Dinner (the kind they don’t usually get to enjoy). We will gather at the church at 11:30am on Tuesday, December
17th. Please see Mary Iverson with questions. COOKIE DONATIONS ARE WELCOMED

YOUTH GROUP

All 8-12th Grade youth are invited to join us for youth group, Wednesday nights from 8–9:15
pm in the Ed. Building youth room. Come hang out with friends, have great discussions, play
games, laugh, grow in faith, and have a great time. Invite your friends, and we will see you on
Wednesday!
Youth Group Schedule:
Dec. 4 – Youth Group @ 8pm
Dec. 11th – Youth Group @ 8pm
Dec. 18th – NO Youth Group
Dec. 25th – NO Youth Group











To the Nominating Team as they begin the process of calling forth the gifts of leadership within
our congregation.
To those who served as adult chaperones and drivers for our Jr. High Youth Gathering:
Jolene Davidson, Todd Sykora, Jennifer Klatt and Beverly Dell
To the Chancel Choir for hosting our annual Pie Potluck on Thanksgiving Eve, and for all who provided pies.
To all those who have agreed to serve on this year’s Snow Shoveling Teams – hopefully you are not needed
much!
To all who have returned their “Grow Even Stronger” Giving Intent Cards for 2020.
To Steve Miller, Treasurer, the Ministry Teams, Aleah, and the Church Council as they work to prepare the
2020 Budget.
To all who served as New Member Sponsors.
To all who participated in our “Grow Even Stronger” videos, and for Pastor Alex’s work in editing.
To all who volunteer in the office each week – helping with mailings, bulletins, newsletters, etc.

Coming up….
December 1 – First Sunday in Advent/ Blue Sunday/ Healing Prayers
December 3 – Altar Committee “Annual” Meeting at 7pm
December 7 – Holiday Fair
December 8 - Kiwanis “Share Your Christmas” Breakfast at St. Ignatius
December 15 - Christmas Fest
December 29 – 5th Sunday Healing Prayers
January 6 - Epiphany Day
January 26 - Annual Meeting
February 2 - Installation of Elected Leaders
February 26 – Ash Wednesday
February 29 - Equipping Congregations Day in Willmar

