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From Pastor Dave… 
 
Sometime this month we will learn if we have been granted a Lilly Foundation Grant for my sabbati-
cal next summer.   A lot of work when into the application process – and I again want to thank the 
members of my Sabbatical Team for their feedback and encouragement throughout the process.   
Such a grant would not only provide me with some generous financial support that would allow Di-
ane and I to do some very exciting, renewing and enriching things during my sabbatical next summer, 
but it would also mean that we would be able to offer some exciting things here at St. John’s – spe-
cial things that hopefully would help and inspire all of you to join me in “Seeing With New Eyes” - the 
artist within, the beauty around, the importance of Sabbath rest, and the gift of family and friends.  
But I know that many other pastors, from all over our country, and from lots of different denomina-
tions, have applied for these grants, as well.   So… all we can do is hope for the best.  Either way, the 
sabbatical will happen next summer (for which I am very grateful) --- the grant will simply determine 
what exactly we will be able to do during that time.    
 
As I shared previously, my sabbatical theme is “Seeing With New Eyes” – and it came out of my expe-
rience of having a detached retina in my right eye this past fall.  As you know, that was corrected by 
surgery – and I recently saw my surgeon and I am happy to share that my eye is looking good – so is 
my left eye in which the Doctor did laser work.  But now I am dealing with a cataract in my right eye 
(something that they told me would happen) that is causing considerable blurring of my vision – 
which is frustrating; and it doesn’t help that it is my dominate eye.   So, once again I am daily being 
reminded of how precious one’s eyesight is – and I look forward to the cataract surgery that I am 
confident is before me (hopefully sooner than later) that will (as many of you have already experi-
enced) not only restore clarity to my sight, but should greatly improve my vision overall. 
 
But “seeing with new eyes” is not just about physical vision (important as that it), it is also a meta-
phor of what being a disciple of Jesus is all about.  Jesus wants us to see the world, to see our neigh-
bors, and to see those in need with new eyes… Jesus wants us to see the world and others as He sees 
them.   Jesus wants us to see clearly that this is God’s world, and that we have a responsibility to care 
for this earth – to be concerned about issues of climate change – and to become informed so that we 
might steward God’s good earth for generations yet to come.   Jesus wants us to see clearly that each 
and very person we meet carries the mark of the Maker – that each and every person – male or fe-
male, gay or straight, young or old, rich or poor, American or not, Democrat or Republican is created 
in the image of God –and thus each and every person, even those we may disagree with, has value – 
and needs to be shown respect and honor.   Jesus wants us to see clearly that there are things in this 
world that are not compatible with the gospel – things like racism, sexism, xenophobia, discrimina-
tion, hatred, and prejudice – and that we, as disciples, are called to speak out against such things, to 
be seekers of justice, and to be instruments of love and mercy. Jesus said, “By this everyone will 
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”  John 13:35  
 
Yes, seeing with new eyes is what the life of faith is all about.   Having been claimed by  
Jesus, we are called to follow Him, and following Him means seeing the world as He sees it, seeing 
others as He sees them, and seeing ourselves as He sees us.   Just as I look forward to having my vi-
sion corrected once again, I also pray that God will continue to do God’s healing work on my deeper 
vision; and I pray the same for you.  
 
In Christ, 
 - Pastor Dave  
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Summer Hymn Sing 
The 8:30 service is preceded by an opportunity to sing several favorite hymns.  If you’d like to suggest a hymn to be 
included, pick up a yellow form on the Welcome Desk, fill it out, and drop it in the box outside the church office.  The 
hymn sings begin at 8:15, so come into the sanctuary as soon as you arrive and join in the chorus. 
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Sunday Scripture Readings 
During August we continue our Summer Preaching Series:  “Questions God Asks Us” based on the book by that title 
written by Trevor Hudson: 
August 4 – Do You Want to Get Well?    John 5:1-18 
August 11 –Do You See this Woman?***   Luke 7:36-50 
August 18 – Why Are You Crying?  John 20:1-18 
August 25 –  Do You Understand What I Have Done for You?   John 13:1-15, 34 
September 1 - Which One Was a Neighbor?***   Luke 10:25-37  
  
 To fill out our summer preaching series, we are drawing from a second book    
         entitled:  “Jesus is the Question” by Martin B. Copenhaver.  We will be  
         considering questions of Jesus from that book on August 11th and September 1st.       

Coffee and Conversation 
You are invited to stop by McDonald’s on Thursday afternoons.  Pastor Dave will be “hanging out” there from 3-4:30pm 
each Thursday in August EXCEPT August 15th (unless a Funeral or some other kind of emergency arises).  You are en-
couraged to stop by and visit (it can be about something at church, or what God is up to in your life, or anything at all).  
Just to be sure, you can call the church to find out if Pastor Dave will indeed be there on a given Thursday or not.   

Summer Worship Schedule  
Our summer Sunday worship schedule will continue through Sunday, September 1st.   Once again this summer, our 
8:30am service is proceeded each week with a hymn sing at 8:15am – a chance to sing some of your old favorites.   
Coffee and Refreshments, during the summer, will be served ONLY from 9:30-10am each Sunday.  Our second service 
begins at 10am.  Please pass the word!   

Joyful Jar 
The Joyful Jar has been a great addition to our worship life here at St. John’s. It has been so much fun watching the 
young ones of our congregation bring forward the gifts of so many people. Thank you to all who continually give and 
flag down young people to give them something to put in the jar. It is teaching some amazing things about giving. Not 
only are our young people and adults being impacted, but also the organizations that receive the gifts at the end of 
each month. Here is a list of what organizations have  received support from the Joyful Jar so far, and those that will 
in the coming months.  
  
October: Angel Fund (School Lunch Support) - $509.64         April: Food For Kidz - $ 1645.13 
November: Share Your Christmas - $401.88              May: Summer Camp Scholarships - $225.22 
December: Annandale Food Shelf - $361.21    June: Companion Synod: $498.32 
January: AES Nurses Fund - $361.21    July: Youth Activity Fees: $299.45 as of 7/29/2019 
February: Youth First - $318.39    August: AES Backpack Program 

Precious Gifts Preschool Registration  
We are now taking applications for Precious Gifts for the fall of 2019. We are a preschool that prepares kids for the 
future! To Register online go to: www.stjohns-annandale.org, select Faith Registration, and select Preschool Reg-
istration Forms and Information. 
 
St. John’s members receive a 20% discount on tuition.  

Sunset Ridge / Village Ranch for Girls 
Thank you to all that have donated to Sunset Ridge and Village Ranch for Girls. 
At this time we will not be taking donations until Fall.  
- Thank you, Mary Iverson  

First Day of Public School /School Supply Drive/Blessing of Backpacks 
It’s hard to believe another school year is just around the corner.   The first day of school 
here in Annandale will be Tuesday, September 3rd.  We will be collecting school sup-
plies to be distributed to students in need at Annandale Elementary and Middle 
schools.  Please bring your school supply donations to the church by August 19.  
There are supply lists and bins for each school in the gathering area. Please bring 
your school supply donations to the church by August 25th.    
 
On Sunday, August 18th, we invite our youth to bring their school backpacks with them to 
worship as we join in a Blessing of the Backpacks, and on the upcoming school year. 
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St. John’s Lutheran Church Council Meeting                       Date:  7/15/2019 Start: 7:00pm   End: 8:55pm 
Present: Linda Dircks, Diane Barkley, Steve Miller, Jason Eastling, Patty Behrends, Hope Sykora, Lonnie Baack, Pastor Dave, Alyssa 
Domagala, Mary Iverson            Absent:  Parker Klum, Matt Honsey, Derek Groth, Pastor Alex  

Topic Discussion 
Ac-
tion 

Faith Talk: Diane Barkley N/A 
Scripture & Prayer Pastor Dave N/A 
Call to Order  Linda called to order at 7:12pm  N/A 
Approval of  
Agenda MOTION- Patty B.    SECOND-  Jason E.  PASS- Unanimously  N/A 

Secretary’s Report  Motion to approve the May and June Minutes  
M/S/

P 
Patty / 
Jason 

Treasurer’s Report – 

June  

 MOTION to approve the June Treasurer’s Report:  
MOTION Hope S.   SECOND-  Lonnie B.  PASS- Unanimously  

MOTION to move money from Thrivent Choice Dollars to cover cost of the new coffee maker:  
  Motion-Mary I.   Second- Jason E.   Pass- unanimously  

 

Executive Committee  At last meeting we spent time talking about future goals for SAS 
 Met with Paul our consultant via phone to discuss timelines and develop a plan for moving forward 

N/A 

Pastor Dave’s  
Report 

 Office Staff will be doing a retreat on August 7th. They will meet away from church and meet with Rick Loseth.  
 Pr. Dave is working on the Parish Nurse job description.  
 Another Unity Sunday on September 8th is being planned.  
 Conflict with God’s Work our Hands is scheduled for the same day as Unity Sunday—would like to reschedule 

to have St. John’s still participate in this activity.  
 ELCA Churchwide Assembly August 5-10. Mark Nelson will be attending in Milwaukee, WI as a voting member. 

Election for residing Bishop (Bishop Eaton is willing to serve another term) and the election of a Secretary. The 
Assembly will be livestreamed www.elca.org. 

 50th Anniversary of the Ordination of Women  
 Continuing Education Speaker at the Washington Island Fourm was Jonathan Wilson - Hartgrove, incredible 

speaker about “ the hidden moral narrative”. 

N/A 

 
Pastor Alex’s  
Report 
 
 
 

 On Vacation, at camp and moving.  N/A 
 

 
Old 
Business 
 
 

 Safety Plan Team - Pastor Alex and Derek Groth  
           * Postponed due to lead members being absent  
           * Possibilities for women members - Mona Bolden other suggestions let Pastor Dave know 

 Continued discussion regarding future Facility Plans - Arrangements are being made to invite the building con-
sultant from the ELCA Mission Investment Fund to be with us at one of our future meetings.       

                  * Workinig on scheduling a meeting when council is meeting  
 Grown Even Stronger Strategy Moving Forward  
                  * A plan was devised to move forward with the goals that were established last fall 
                  * There was discussion around the congregations concern of not seeing any movement  
                     with the goals.   

N/A 

New  
Business 

 Love, Inc Request (See Pastor Daves Report) They have been a great partnership - place we can direct people 
who are in need of help. 

                - Struggling financially and asking for donations. Pastor Dave has suggested that we use some of the  
                  benevolence dollars as a gift.   
 Motion to give a gift of $500.00 from teh Benevolence Fund to Love INC.: 
                              MOTION Mary I.      SECOND Steve M.  Pass Unanimously  
 Motion to extend meeting for 10 minutes to continue discussion on volunteer involvement: 

   MOTION- JasonE.     SECOND- Patty            Pass-Unanimously 
 Continuing conversation about how we might encourage greater volunteer involvement? 

Time and talent surveys-are they being used? 
We have moved away from calling for volunteers to individuals signing up model.   
should we move to having conversations and have team leaders to try to sign people up and get commitments so 

that people do not get burned out on a job.   

N/A 

Ministries Update 
 Taco Booth Success- Hope Sykora: Thank you to everyone who helped out, donated items and bought tacos!  

Taco Booth was a huge sucess again this year!   
 Septua Fest- Mary Iverson: thank you to the Endowment Committee for a fabulous Septua Fest, with special 

thanks to Jen Kulm and Sandy Jerpseth 

N/A 

Council  
Reminders Faith Talk for August: Patty B N/A 

Next Executive 
Meeting  August 6th, 2019 at 3:30 N/A 

Next Council 
Meeting  

 
August 19th, 2019 @ 7:00pm  N/A 

Adjournment Close Meeting at 8:55pm  
M/S/

P 
Mary / 
Jason  

Closing  Lord’s Prayer  N/A 
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General Fund 
July 
2019 37,740.42  $35,582.69 $11,550.03  

 
Monthly 
Average 

2018  
$37,137.60 $38,165.40   

Building Fund   Monthly Income Monthly Mortgage Building Balance  

  $6,998.05 $9,616.30 $19,369.13  

Precious Gifts 
Preschool    

PG Income  PG Expense PG Balance 
 

  $763.72 $1,966.16 $10,963.04  

Notes: 

 

1. The General Fund had $ 2,157.73 more in income than expenses during June, 2019, although June was a 5 Sunday month. Year-to-date, we still have a General Fund deficit  
             of $ (6,981.75.) During June the General Fund was reduced because we expended $ 2,834.83 to replace the coffee brewing system.  
2. We maintain a positive balance, our next mortgage payment will be $9,587.00. 
3. Precious Gifts Preschool Fund balance is positive, and declined during , 2019. 

 
Remember our mission at St. John’s is supported by your talents and generous gifts. THANK YOU!  
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Fourth Thursday Worship  
A reminder that the final FOURTH THURSDAY OF THE MONTH (FTM) WORSHIP SERVICE of this summer 
will be held August 22nd.  This FTM Worship will be held, weather permitting, outside at our fire ring.  The 
service will begin at 6pm – the format is that of a Bible Camp style worship – quite informal.  The worship 
time will run about half an hour, and then there will be time for fellowship and s’mores.  So mark your  
calendars for August 22nd and invite a friend.  Bring a chair or a blanket to sit on. 

Communion Service at Annandale Care Center   
Our monthly service of Holy Communion will be August 2nd at 1:30pm   PLEASE NOTE THAT WE WILL BE  
RETURNING TO OUR NORMAL DATE AND TIME.   While this worship service is intended for all St. John’s  
members who are residents at the Care Center and Centennial Villa apartments, it is open to ALL (both residents 
and family and friends). 

In Need Of Prayer 
People at St. John’s are ready to pray for and with you in times of joy, and in times of 
need. To activate this Prayer Ministry please contact the church office.  Only the  
information you choose to share will be passed on to the Prayer Ministry participants. 
Please understand that if you are calling on behalf of another person, in order to  
respect the right of privacy, and for the sake of confidentiality, you must have that  
individual’s permission before we can activate the prayer  
ministry and pray for them by name.   

Pastoral Visits 
Please call the church office and let us know if you desire a pastoral visit, especially if you are going to be  
hospitalized.  

Endowment Committee News 
Each year we are able to provide helpful support to congregational, local and churchwide ministries 
thanks to the generosity of those who have given gifts to our Endowment Fund.   A gift to our  
Endowment Fund IS a gift that keeps on giving. Have you included the St. John’s Endowment in your 
estate plan?  There are a variety of options available to you. To learn about the many ways to make a 
planned gift, please contact the InFaith Community Foundation at 800-365-4172 (where our St. John’s 
Endowment is held) and they would be happy to explain them to you. Gifts and memorials are also  
another way you can support our Endowment Fund.   Please know that we are grateful for each and every gift giv-
en to the St. John’s Endowment – no matter the size – whether it’s through your estate or as a gift in memory or in 
honor of someone.   

Giving away an appreciated asset—Stewardship For All Seasons 
Most Americans make their contribution to charity by writing checks or even setting up automatic payments from 
checking accounts or through credit cards.  St. John’s is happy to receive your gifts however you choose to make 
them. If you have any appreciated stock or mutual funds, you can likely benefit tremendously by gifting the appre-
ciated asset directly to the church. As a church, we do not pay capital gains taxes. You, the donor, get the oppor-
tunity to deduct the value of the stock on the date you give it to the church if you are able to itemize your deduc-
tions. Of course, you should check with your tax advisor to discuss your personal situation to determine if this 
scenario works for you. We are able to receive your stock gifts here at the church. Contact St. John’s to learn how 
to transfer the stock directly to the church  
(unless your giving away a capital loss, you should likely not sell the stock yourself. Instead it should be trans-
ferred from your account directly to the church account.) 
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D-Way Guides & Sunday School Teachers 
Do you enjoy working with youth? Do you enjoy being a part of a young person’s faith journey? Well, you are cer-
tainly needed! D-Way (St. John's confirmation program) and Sunday School will be starting this fall and is in need 
of Guides & Teachers. There will be a sign up in the gathering space starting in August with more details. If you 
have any questions, let Pastor Alex know.D-Way & Sunday School Registration Soon Fall is approaching fast...be 
sure to watch for D-Way and Sunday School registration beginning in August! 

Giving a ROARING thank you to all of our VBS  

2019 Volunters!  
 
Lyndsay Anderson, Allison Barkley, Diane Barkley, Pastor Alex and Gabbie Becker, Cindi Becker, Aundreya Birr, 
Peggy Bodell, Laura Broman, Kim Capko, Jacob Claflin, Mike Combs, Laura Eastling, Aleah Edwards, Isaac Egerer, 
Holly Ekholm, Brock Elston, Emily Elston, Brynn Fahey, Owen Fahey, Meagan Ferrell, Amy Gagnon, Calli Hadler, 
Ellie Hallquist, Marilyn Hallstrom, Piper Hart, Elizabeth Hoeft, Rachelle Hoeft, Tony Hoeft, Arthur Kjaer, Polly 
Kampsen, Natasha Kinzer, Alex Klatt, Jenny Klein, Erin Lappen, Bethany Lund, Aimee Mooney, Kacy Muldoon, Nik-
ki Neumiller, Ardis Nelson, Ethan Nilson, Stephanie Nilson, Karen Olson, Jason Perrault, Lorrie Perrault, Adam 
Perry, Melissa Perry, Brooke Peterson, Clara Peterson, Holly Peterson, Carrie Pilgram, Megan Reichel,  
Krystian Romness, Kristen Salmela, Anastacia Schnabel, Charlie Seaberg, Jake Seaberg, Amanda Smith, Tara 
Smith, Lisa Stroud, Hope Sykora, Jaida Thompson, Ava Townsend, Trish Townsend, Logan Walz, Luca Walz, Gavin 
Wang, Michelle Wang, Ryan Wang, Gloria Warner, Kelli Wilcox, Sarah Wiles, Braxton Wolff, Charlotte Wolff, Karen 
Wolff, Sarah Wolff and Nathan Woodford. 
 
Another thank you to everyone who donated monetarily, by donating items off the Amazon 
Wishlist and Giving Tree, by borrowing items, or purchasing food for the meals and snacks. 
Especially to the  
following people and/or places for their very generous donations: 
  
 Matt and Kelli Bronder at Bronder Construction, who purchased and donated all of the  
          remaining items on our 2019 wishlist, as well as lumber for decor.  
 
 Spilled Grain Brewhouse, who is donating all tips from their next Spill it Forward event 

on August 3rd to the St. John’s Vacation Bible School Fund. - The annual $500 anony-
mous donation from a member of the congregation.  

Life Groups 
We believe God created us to live in relationship with others so that we can grow in our faith, walk with each other 
in the many seasons of life, and to serve others. That’s why Lifegroups exist—to make these life- changing con-
nections relevant and accessible to you. Lifegroups meet at all different times, days, and locations and there 
many different groups to choose from. But maybe, just maybe, you feel called to start your own? We are in need of 
people willing to be the point person for their life group. You'd pick the day and time that would work best for you 
and then on September 8th, the day of our Unity Sunday, people can sign up. If interested or if you have questions, 

Unity Sunday 
Join us on September 8th for Unity Sunday, where we will gather together for one worship service at 9:30am. 
After we worship we will have a congregational lunch, games, bounce houses and other fun events for our youth. 
Finally, we will have a ministry fair before and after our unity service. This will be an opportunity for the many 
ministries of St. John’s to share what they are up to, and give people the option of signing up for different minis-
tries and events. We hope that St. John’s is busy and packed on the 8th and throughout the entire year. Keep your 
eyes open for more specific details in the coming weeks 
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One of the many Ministry teams at St. John’s is Outreach.   

Outreach has 2 primary tasks: 

1. Hospitality 

2. Outreach to our community near and far 

I thank you, Lord, that spring has arrived. I have a list of spring cleaning tasks I ought to do. I should sweep 

tasks. Let your Spirit nudge me into sweeping out the cobwebs of regret and guilt and sadness. Remind me 
that I have been washed clean by your promise of forgiveness. May the work of spring cleaning                           
brighten my household and leave me feeling refreshed and grateful for the chance to begin anew.                                          
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National Night Out 
National Night Out is an annual community-building campaign that promotes police-community  partnerships and 
neighborhood camaraderie to make our neighborhoods safer, more caring places to live.  National Night Out en-
hances the relationship between neighbors and law enforcement while bringing back a true sense of community. 
This year, National Night Out will be August 6.  Watch for details of block parties throughout Annandale – and step 
out and get to know your neighbors, our law enforcement, and make our community an even better place to live!   

Gathered in Christ…Scattered to Serve 
Did you have an opportunity to visit the church during the week of Vacation Bible Study?  It was a 
buzz…145 little children signed up to experience the love of Jesus.  They are all so excited and I know 
that my 3 year old granddaughter doesn’t want to leave at the end of the evening.   This is such a 
wonderful opportunity for our young children.  Our leader, Emily Combs, stated “ Yes, it’s really 
amazing. And really fun to see the excitement after months and months of planning.  Thankful for a 
congregation that realizes the importance of this opportunity and allows for so many kids to  
experience it” Doesn’t that say it all?  And it is also possible because of you again, who are so supportive of our  
capital campaign, Gathered in Christ…Scattered to Serve.  A great deal of our ministries and programs are  
possible because of this beautiful church building. Yes, we are blessed to have such a  

ELCA Churchwide Assembly 
927 voting members (including our own Mark Nelson) from the 65 synods of our church will gather on August 5 in 
Milwaukee, WI. for the fifteenth Churchwide Assembly of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in  
America.   The ELCA is a church of more than 9,100 congregations and more than 3.5 million baptized members.  
The Churchwide Assembly is the primary decision-making body of our church. Over the course of the assembly, 
voting members will:  
 Hear reports and review the work of churchwide officers, leaders and units; 
 Receive and consider proposals from synod assemblies; 
 Elect officers (including Presiding Bishop and Secretary), board members and other leaders as specified by 
          the constitution or bylaws; 
 Establish ELCA churchwide policy; 
 Worship together;  
 Adopt a budget; and  
 Conduct other business related to the ELCA churchwide organization. 
Please keep our Churchwide Assembly, and all the voting members, in your prayers that the Holy Spirit might 
guide and direct their work on our behalf.   Please check out the website at: www.elca.org/churchwideassembly 
for more information, and for a live feed of the assembly 

Greetings to all of the Women of the ELCA  
The next Crow River Conference WELCA event will be our Fall Gathering at Bethel Lutheran Church 77 Lincoln Ave. N.,  
Lester Prairie, MN.  Our Gathering will be on Saturday, September 28.  The format will be much like our Spring Gathering  
with  registration running from 8-8:30AM.  Brunch will be served at 8:30.  The meeting and program will begin around 9:30  
and we should be done by 11:30.  Deb Hadley is our keynote speaker.  Her title is "My Amazing Life - Finding God in the Midst  
of the Storm".  Please encourage your women to attend.   

Annandale Christian Women  
Style on a Shoestring  
August 8th 2019 at 9:30am - $9.00  
Special Feature: The Cokato Thrift Store—Jan Ostroot  
Music: Judy Johnson  
Speaker: Carolyn Cappell, Yankton, SD  “I’m Ready to Go Home” 
For Reservations call: Ardelle @ 320-274-8336 or Betty @ 320-274-5419 

Newsletter Deadline 
Items for the August newsletter are due by September 16th. Early submissions are greatly appreciated!  
Thank you, Andrea Beckman  

Contemporary Worship 
Do you play an instrument? Piano, guitar, saxophone, violin, cello...TUBA?  We would love to have you join the                              
contemporary worship team.  If interested, contact Pastor Alex or stop in on Sunday. 

Many Thanks 
 

 To those serving on our summer “mowing teams” – thanks for keeping our property look so good! 
 To our “Garden Team” for caring for the garden areas in the front of the church. 
 To all who provided cakes or helped serve the lunches after the funerals of Warren Hogberg,  
 Arthur Berglund and Betty Finneman. 
 To all those who helped with the Taco Booth and the Firecracker 5K, and our Parade entry – to all  
 who donated pop/water, and to all who supported those efforts in any way. 
 To all who have donated items for this year’s Vacation Bible School, and to all who have signed up t 
 o help with this year’s V.B.S.  To all who helped with decorating for Vacation Bible School, to Emily Combs for 

her  wonderful leadership. 
 Jay Klien - who painted our wall in the Gathering area. 
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 August 5 -10 – ELCA Churchwide Assembly in Milwaukee  
       (Mark Nelson will be serving as a Voting Member to that Assembly) 
 August 22 – Fourth Thursday Worship @ 6pm 
 September 8th – Unity Sunday 
 September 11th -  D-Way Parents Meeting 
 September 15th – Fall Worship Schedule Begins/Rally Sunday 
 

 
 
 To Makena Gunderson for being crowned an Annandale Princess; 
 To Corey Czycalla for being named Chamber Member of the Year 
 To Nikki Seaburg and In Hot Water Coffee for being named Chamber Business of the Year 

http://www.elca.org/churchwideassembly

