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Annual Meeting Agenda
1. Call to Order, Council President Kris Nelson
2. Appointment of Tellers
3. Determination of Quorum
4. Devotions, Pastor Dave
5. Acceptance of Minutes of Annual Meeting, January 29, 2017
6. Acceptance of Minutes of Special Congregational Meeting, ____________
7. Financial Reports, Steve Miller, Treasurer
8. Invest in the Kingdom: For Centuries of Serving Report, Linda Dircks
9. Endowment Fund Report
10.Audit Committee Report
11. Nominating Committee Report
12.Nominations from the Floor
13.Balloting (if needed)

14.Pastor Dave’s Report
15.Pastor Alex’s Report
16.Church Council, Ministries, Committees and other Organizations Reports
17.Report of the Tellers (if needed)
18.Unfinished Business
19.New Business
a) 2018 Budget
b) Precious Gifts 2018 Budget
c) Resolution – Thanks to Outgoing Council Members
d) Other
20.Announcements
21.Motion to Adjourn
22.Closing Prayer and Benediction
23.Doxology

Annual Meeting Minutes
St. John’s Lutheran Church
January 29th 2017
Call to Order: Matt Treichler, Council President at 12:05 p.m.
Appointment of Tellers: Denny Abernathy, Kris Nelson, Dave Hadler
Quorum: Met
Devotions: Pastor Dave Nelson
 Motion made to accept the Minutes of the annual meeting on January 31st, 2016.
MSP: Marilyn Hallstrom, Duane Sprague
 Motion made to accept the Financial Report. MSP: Gloria Warner, Linda Dircks
Presentation of the Treasurers Report as of December 2016 by Steve Miller. Discussions took
place regarding the Mission Support, 10% is the established percentage but currently the Mission Support is being held. Shared was a plan the council has in place to determine when funds
to mission support will resume.
Reports:
 Invest in the Kingdom Report. Pastor Dave Nelson shared that the current campaign is ending
in April. There is 5 years remaining on the mortgage. We will have another 3 year campaign
beginning and are looking for Team members for this campaign.
 Endowment Report. Sue Nelson shared that the “Remembrance Book” has been updated and
that there were many more contributors to this fund than in the previous year.
 Audit committee. Gladys Johnson spoke for this committee which also includes Molly Merrill
and Trish Townsend. The following reviews were completed and deemed to have been handled appropriately:
-The general fund expense checks, corresponding documents and bank statements for the
month of May and November.
-The building fund deposits and expenses for November.
-The deposits from Vanco Services. (Simply Giving thru Thrivent Financial)
-Quarter 3 payroll.
-Endowment Fund for 2016.
-Cemetery Fund transactions for 2016.
-WELCA fund transactions for 2016
-Library Fund transactions for 2016
-Altar Guild transactions for 2016
 Nominating Committee Report. Motion made to accept the current nominations of Bill Berry,
Denny Abernathy, Peggy Bodell, & Michelle Wang for 2 year terms, Lonnie Baack for a 1 year
term, and Abby Mikel for a 1 year term. MSP: Marilyn Hallstrom/Duane Sprague. Floor open
to additional nominations, Mary Iverson nominated. MSP Mark Nelson/ Matt Honsey
 Nominating Committee: Motion made to accept the recommendations of Penny Hogberg,
Nancy Berg, Valerie Nelson, Donna Jacobson, Marilyn Hallstrom, and Carrie Pilgram for 1
year terms. MSP: Mark Nelson/Cindy Sprague
 Pastor Dave Nelson’s Report: Pastor Dave highlighted, from his report, “Other Benevolence
Giving” and “Thrivent Action Grants” noting the need to take the time to celebrate the funds
from both of these areas. Pastor Dave gave thanks to all for what they do and for the oppor-

tunity to serve St. Johns. The shared that many people, not found in the annual report, give
much to St. Johns.
 Pastor Tom Heyd’s Report: Referred to page 7 of the annual report where he has shared his
work this year in in Preaching and Worship leadership, teaching, home visits, and stewardship.
Question asked regarding the possible Germany Trip, those interested to connect with him.
Motion made to approve all reports. MSP Maynard Nilson/Linda Dircks
Announcements:
 Sunset Ridge Report: Mary Iverson shared a special thanks to all for their donations and funds
that have made a difference to the residents of Sunset Ridge.
 Ruth Circle: Meets at 2:00 on the 2nd Monday of the month.
 Baby Shower: Look for an invite to a baby shower to raise funds and items for babies overseas.
New Business:
 Motion made to approve the Constitutional Amendment to our constitution.
MSP Patty Behrends/Duane Sprague
 Motion made to approve the 2017 Budget. MSP Marilyn Hallstrom/Duane Sprague
There was an approximate 40% increase in commitments for 2017. Clarification provided regarding the Benevolence Fund vs. Mission Support. World Hunger noted to be a special fund.
Discussion occurred regarding the CYF director. The council has a plan in place to determine
when funds are secure enough to move forward with the filling of the position in some capacity. Members expressed a need to have a real vision for this position and a highlighted status of
the position in March. Steve Miller, Treasurer, reminded all that the financial status that would
inform this decision has been and will continue to be shared in the monthly newsletter. Discussion occurred regarding unspent money in the building and maintenance fund and how future
budgeting was determined. Pastor Dave shared that due to many variables that cannot be predicted (snow totals, water needs, etc.) we need to budget enough for a potential high fund need.
 Motion made to accept the Precious Gifts Preschool Budget. MSP Ardis Nelson/Shirley Hillestad. Marilyn Hallstrom shared that Precious Gifts is
self-sustaining and that they are
not looking to make money but rather to cover costs. Registration for next year opens February
1st.

Closing Remarks:
 Thanks to outgoing Council Members: Ed Mader, Celeste Froehlich, Nancy Berg, and Penny
Hogberg.
 Thanks to the Council for today’s lunch.
Motion to Adjourn: 1:25 p.m. MSP Duane Sprague/Dan Berg
Doxology: Pastor Dave Nelson

Pastor Dave’s Report….
I really like our current Capital Campaign theme, “Gathered in Christ… Scattered to Serve.” It’s a
theme that captures well the rhythm of our lives as Christians. God’s Spirit continually calls and gathers
us – around Word and Sacrament – into community – to be renewed in faith and grounded in love SO
THAT God’s Spirit might scatter us out into God’s World to be instruments of God’s love, to care for
the least, the last and lost ones of our world, to serve God and our neighbor through our daily callings, to
join God in God’s work of making God’s dream for God’s world a reality! And then, the Spirit gathers
us again – and the whole process repeats itself. Gathered and scattered, gathered and scattered… like
breathing, one always follows the other!
Today, as the St. John’s community, we gather for our annual meeting… and the same rhythm continues. We GATHER today to celebrate another year of ministry together – and what an exciting year it
has been! In 2017 we conducted another successful Capital Campaign to pay down the mortgage on
our building – and that means that when we complete this 3 year campaign in the spring of 2020… we
will have only ONE MORE campaign to go and we will be able to burn the mortgage! Yes, that exciting day is now in sight!
This past year we also were blessed to call Alex Becker to join our pastoral staff! The process moved
quickly --- faster than any other call process I have ever been a part of – but because of that, and because
of the good work of our Call Committee, we were able to interview Alex and extend him the call. It has
been a great joy to welcome Alex and Gabbie and the girls into our St. John’s community – and to have
Alex as a pastoral colleague! What a great addition he has been to our congregation thus far, and I look
forward to many good things to come!
This past year we also celebrated the 500th Anniversary of the Protestant Reformation. On the lighter
side, we had fun with “Luther on a Stick” over the summer months. As a result, “Luther” got to see lots
of cool sites! It was fun to see all the pictures get posted on our Facebook page! On a more serious
note, we had the opportunity to join with our brothers and sisters of St. Ignatius to celebrate a service
specially written for this commemoration: Common Prayer: From Conflict to Communion. It was a
wonderful experience to gather at St. Ignatius and to move past the generations of hurt and division, and
to move expectantly into a new future of mutual respect and shared ministry.
2017 also marked the beginning of what we hope will be ongoing conversations with our brothers and
sisters of Mt. Hermon Lutheran Church (our closest ELCA congregation). These open-ended conversations have all be about how we might more effectively support and encourage one another in our own
respective ministries, how we might cooperate and share our gifts with one another, and how we might
dream together of ways we could broaden our ministry together.
2017 was also a great year financially! Your faithful financial support of this ministry allowed the
Church Council to make the important decision to move forward in the calling a second pastor, it was
your faithful support that allowed us to tithe our income as a congregation and to support vital ministries
beyond our own congregation – both near and far, it was your faithful support that allowed us to move
over $29,000 into our Capital Improvement Designated Fund so that we have some reserve funds available to address building needs as this 17 year old building starts showing its age, and on top of all that,

we ended the year with a very strong financial balance that will enable us to move confidently into
2018! For all of your faithful stewardship I say: Thank you! Thank you!
Yes, today we GATHER to give thanks for the many wonderful ministries that took place this past
year --- and we do so, so that we might be renewed and energized to SCATTER into our community,
into our world, and serve the Gospel even more effectively in this New Year!
Yes, I believe there are good things in store for us in 2018. I am excited about our plans to encourage
members of St. John’s to participate in a small group during the season of Lent – and experience the
blessings of sharing life and faith with a small group of people – for I believe that such small groups
will only strengthen us to serve more faithfully in our own daily callings in life. I am excited about
the Memorial Committee’s plans on creating a Meditation area to the south of our building that will
provide an area for the people of our congregation and community to sit, to mediate, to pray, to relax
in the wonder of God’s presence and love. Be sure to watch for more information about this project as
we move forward. I am excited that a number of youth and adults from St. John’s will be participating in the ELCA Youth Gathering in Houston, Texas this summer – and can’t wait to hear of their experiences as they share the love of Christ with the people of the Houston area through their presence,
service and witness. Those are just a few ways that God’s Spirit will be SCATTERING and using us
the weeks and months ahead – as we continue to participate in God’s exciting mission to bring healing
and wholeness, life and salvation to the world! So, I hope that you will continue to keep this ministry
in your prayers, that you will continue to faithfully support this ministry financially, and that you will
find a place where you can actively share your time and talents --- because I truly believe that TOGETHER, we have all that we need to do the ministry God is Gathering and Scattering us to do!
I want to take this time to say thank you for the opportunity and privilege it is to serve with and
among you. I want to give thanks for a great staff, for wonderful leaders, and for the countless volunteers who make so many exciting things happen!

Pastor Alex’s Report It is hard to believe that we are already in 2018 and I’ve been one of your pastors for over four months. It
seems is if it was just yesterday that we joined St. John’s back in September. I must say what a joy it has been
to be a part of this faith community and the ways in which the Love, Grace, and Hope of Christ is shared. Although it has only been four months, we’ve shared a lot of great times together, and I certainly look forward to
the ways we will share in ministry and life together. Thank you for entrusting me as one of your Pastors, and
thank you for the ways you have welcomed my family.
I have had the privilege of serving you in a number of ways these past four months:
Preaching and Worship Leadership – I’ve greatly enjoyed preaching, leading worship, and leading the kids
time. I’ve also enjoyed being a part of the Rejoice worship team. One of my passions is to lead others musically in worship, and being able to continue that at St. John’s is truly a gift.
Teaching - On Tuesdays, before the Sunday that I preach, I lead the women’s Bible Study on the same Biblical
texts as the following Sunday’s sermon. This has been a wonderful time, a time of laughter, learning, and joy.
If you are not a part of this group, please join us. You will love being a part of the 30 or more ladies that join
to grow in faith together.
I also teach 7th-9th graders in D-Way on Wednesday evenings. I love the joy, excitement and laughter that
these young people bring on Wednesday nights. We have a lot of fun playing games, reading scripture, have
great discussion, and growing together in the Word.
CYF – We have a wonderful team that leads this ministry area. A lot of great things went on this past year,
(which is highlighted in the CYF Report) and a lot of wonderful things planned for the future. I’m most excited for the Youth Group that has been re-formed for 9-12th grade youth. We meet the first and third Wednesday’s of each month.
Worship – It’s been a joy to be a part of the worship culture here at St. John’s. We’ve added a new program
that helps to streamline the production of the worship slides, and gives us endless opportunities for media development. We also added some new songs to the 10:30am service, along with a drum set, which has added
some extra energy. I’m very grateful for all those that help to lead us in worship.
These are only a few of things that have taken place over the last four months of my time with you all. I look
forward to 2018 and the ways that God will work in this community of faith, and will equip us all to share
Christ’s Love, Grace, and hope with the greater community of Annandale. Thank You for your partnership in
the Gospel.
In Christ,
Pastor Alex

2017 Council Year End Report

We started the year by bringing in new council members Michelle Wang & Mary Iverson. We then added
Diane Barkley & David Burd to fill positions left open by Denny Abernathy & Matt Treichler leaving.
This past year we dealt with several staff changes. Lisa Dietrich-Blocker, Becky Unger, and Samantha
(Sam) Duret all left various positions throughout the year for personal reasons. Chrystal Rasmussen,
Meggan Caird & Georgene Gravdahl were then hired to fill those positions. When Meggan needed to resign her position, Chrystal’s hours were increased and she assumed the Worship Support duties that Meggan had been handling.
Pastor Tom also expressed his desire to be “really retired” by the New Year, sooner if we found someone.
We had already begun the process to call a new youth director but suddenly found ourselves switching
gears to look at calling an Associate Pastor – someone that would also help support the youth programs.
This all happened in a short amount of time.
Then a most amazing thing happened…..We called Pastor Alex Becker and he accepted!! We are so
blessed to have Pastor Alex, Gabbie and their two girls here at St. John’s.
Celebrations were abundant this year with a Thank You Sunday for Pastor Tom and Pastor Dave’s 35th
year of Ordination & 10 years here at St. John’s. We also celebrated 30 years of service from Bonnie
Schmidt & Mark Nelson.
The council started to implement a “Deep Conversation” time during each council meeting. These 15 minute sessions have a different topic each month & allow us to dive a bit deeper into some discussions.
Thank you to outgoing council members, Shelly Mikel, Abby Mikel, Dave Hadler, Michelle Wang, &
Kris Nelson
We are ending the year in a good place fiscally! Thank you so much for your contributions this past year.

THRIVENT ACTION TEAM GRANTS – APPLIED FOR AND RECEIVED 2017
Date Held

Event

Applicant

Grant Received

April 2017

Annandale Expo

Ardis Nelson

$250.00

May 27, 2017

Chili Cook-Off

Pr. Dave Nelson

$250.00

Jun 30 – Jul 4

Taco Booth

Joyce Wadman

$250.00

July 4, 2017

Firecracker 5K

Jane Diers

$250.00

July 20, 2017

Septuafest

Shari Walberg

$250.00

July 30 – Aug 4

Vacation Bible School

Mark Nelson

$250.00

Aug 13 – 18

School Supply Drive

Dan Mohwinkel

$250.00

Oct 31, 2017

Trick or Treat D-Way

Pr. Alex Becker

$250.00

Dec 4, 2017

Holiday Fair

Bev Sorensen

$250.00

December 2017

Share Your Christmas

Diane Barkley

$250.00

Dec 19, 2017

Sunset Ridge Christmas Dinner Gladys Johnson

$250.00

Total $2,750.00

2017 Year in Review
(Not necessarily in Chronological Order)
St. John’s 131st Year of Ministry!!


























First Friday of the Month Communion Services were held at the Annandale Care Center.
During the season of Epiphany the Worship and Music Team shared a number of Global Songs in worship and once again planned a Spiritual Sunday.
We again participated in the Souper Bowl of Caring – contributing over $700 to our Annandale Food
Shelf.
We celebrated with Zach Wrobbel as he earned the rank of Eagle Scout.
Joyce Wadman and Diane Barkley continued to serve as co-coordinators of our Funeral Lunch Teams.
The St. John’s Endowment Committee presented grants to a variety of ministries.
We had several staff transitions. Becky Unger stepped down from her position as our Worship Support
Specialist. Meggan Caird was hired to replace her, but she also later stepped down – both for personal
reasons. Samantha Duret stepped down from her position as our Custodian, and Lisa Dietrich-Blocker
stepped down as our Administrative Assistant – again, both for personal reasons. We hired Georgene
Gravdal as our Custodian, and Chrystal Rasmussen as our Administrative Assistant and later in the year
she took on the Worship Support Specialist duties as well.
Once again, during Lent, members of St. John’s (David Boie, Erin Lappen, Morgan Diers, Dan Berg, and
Carrie Pilgrim) shared about how they live out their faith in their daily lives.
Our Mission Trip Youth and Parents hosted Soup Suppers prior to our Lenten Worship Services.
Members of St. John’s gathered items for Baby Kits and Personal Care Kits.
Pastor Dave spent most Thursday afternoons at the local McDonald’s – a chance for folks to stop by and
have a cup of coffee and some conversation.
Precious Gifts Preschool hosted two fundraisers – a Palm Sunday Pancake Breakfast and a fall Spaghetti
Dinner.
St. John’s hosted the Ecumenical Noon Good Friday Service, and the 9th Grade class once again led our
Evening Good Friday Stations of the Cross service under the leadership of Maria and Lloyd Johnson.
St. John’s once again had a booth in the annual Annandale Expo and gave away free popcorn.
St. John’s began open conversations with Mt. Hermon about how we might partner in ministry and support one another as we move into God’s future. We agreed to pray for each other on the second Sunday
of each month. St. John’s also assisted Mt. Hermon as they put on a benefit for the Paul Segner family.
The St. John’s Chancel choir and friends once again shared an Easter Cantata – this year it was “The
Feast of Life: Stories from the Gospel of Luke” by Marty Haugen.
St. John’s youth and adults packaged 24,192 meals through Food for Kidz.
A speaker was installed in our Nursery – allowing those in the Nursery to listen to the worship service.
We launched a new 3 year capital campaign, Invest in the Kingdom: Gathered in Christ, Scattered to
Serve, under the leadership of Linda Dircks, Campaign Team Leader, Trish Townsend, Sue Hadler, Dave
and Mary Holmgren, Sandy Niklaus and Diane Barkley.
We observed our annual Celebration of Gifts Sunday.
Healing Prayers were offered on each 5th Sunday.
We had fun over the summer with “Luther on a Stick” – as a way of celebrating the 500th Anniversary of
the Reformation – thanks to all who submitted pictures! Winning photos were: Drew and Donna Jacobson, Duane and Cindy Sprague, and Mary and Paul Iverson.
Pastor Dave and Pastor Tom led a Summer Preaching Series on the Psalms entitled “Singing From the
Heart”.
Pastor Dave offered three Campfire/Sing-a-longs during the summer. Other musicians included: Ken
Schumacher, Dan Fasching and Arlene Sands.
































Our annual 4th of July Taco Booth was a great success – raising over $6,800!
St. John’s Youth once again hosted the Firecracker 5K Run/Walk – there were 61 participants.
Jay Lewison added a flagstone bath to the fire ring that his brother had done for the church as his Eagle
Scout project, and this spring will be adding a wood storage shed and some benches to finish his Eagle
Scout project.
A newly organized planning team (thanks to Pastor Tom) organized a number of interesting 55 Plus
Gatherings.
Three youth and Shannon Diers participated in the summer’s Mission Trip to Kansas City, Kansas
Pastor Dave began his 11th year as Lead Pastor of St. John’s.
The annual Septuafest was held with 59 women in attendance. The meal was catered by Tom Westman, and the speaker was Janet Letness Martin – author of the books Growing Up Lutheran and Lutheran Church Basement Women.
St. John’s participated in the Annandale Chili Cook-off with Cal Froehlich once again preparing the
chili.
A convenience screen was added to the back of our Sanctuary, and wiring to the Gathering Space and
the Fellowship Hall for future monitors thanks to a very generous gift.
Celebrated VBS Sunday which kicked off another very successful week of Vacation Bible School, with
98 youth participating, plus a staff of 60 youth and adults.
The people of St. John’s once again generously provided needed school supplies for our local schools
that were then included in our Blessing of the Backpacks.
Precious Gifts Preschool began its 18th year.
St. John’s began its third year of following the Narrative Lectionary.
Numerous gatherings were held (hosted by members of the Church Council and the Call Committee) to
help Pastor Alex and Gabbie get acquainted with members of St. John’s.
We celebrated with Blake Lewison and Cooper Patch who both earned the rank of Eagle Scout.
St. John’s recognized Pastor Dave on the 35th Anniversary of his ordination, and for 10 years of service
as Lead Pastor here at St. John’s.
D-Way youth and guides collected 854 pounds of food and over $135 for the Annandale Food Shelf
The ninth grade class, under the leadership of Nathan Woodford and Erin Lappen served the banquet
for the 10th Grade Confirmation students and their parents.
Fourteen 10th graders affirmed their Baptisms in the Rite of Confirmation.
Pastors Dave and Alex handed out candy as part of the Annandale Chamber’s Halloween Event.
Eleven youth, plus adult chaperones, participated in the SW MN Synod Junior High Youth Gathering
in Willmar.
Fifteen Youth and three adults are registered to participate in the 2018 ELCA Youth Gathering in Houston, Texas
We said a heartfelt Thank You to Pastor Tom for his ministry with and among us these past four plus
years!
We formed a call committee (Steve Niklaus, Stephanie Nilson, Ethan Nilson, Laura Eastling, Joyce
Wadman and Jennifer Kulm), interviewed candidates, and extended a call to Alex Becker to serve as
our Associate Pastor. Alex began his ministry with us on September 12th, was ordained on September
17th at Celebration Lutheran in Sartell, and was officially installed here at St. John’s on September 24th.
St. John’s and St. Ignatius Catholic Church gathered at St. Ignatius for the service, Common Prayer:
From Conflict to Communion, in observance of the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation.
Bonnie Schmidt and Mark Nelson were both recognized for 30 years of employment with St. John’s in
their respective roles as Office Administrator/Financial Secretary and Chancel Choir Director.
Congregation gathered for our annual Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service and Pie Potluck – hosted by
the Chancel Choir.









St. John’s had another successful Holiday Fair – thanks to a committed planning committee and lots of
volunteers.
The Tuesday morning Bible Studies once again went out and brought Christmas Cheer to the residents of Sunset Ridge.
D-Way Youth, Chancel Choir members, and adults went caroling at the Care Center, Centennial Villa
and at the Goldendale Apartments.
Our Sunday School Youth and Precious Preschool youngsters presented Christmas programs.
St. John’s once again participated in the Annandale Share Your Christmas.
St. John’s once again hosted the Dingmann sponsored holiday Remembrance Service.
With the leadership of the Worship and Music Team and Altar Committee, we celebrated Holy Communion EVERY Sunday during the season of Easter and through the seasons of Advent and Christmas.

St John’s Outreach Ministry 2017 Annual Report to the Congregation
In 2017, the Outreach team filled the following roles:
 We welcomed 8 new member families to St John’s during 2017 New Member Gathering.
 Continue to refine a Coffee Server, Welcome Center/Greeter Assignment List to better manage
our Hospitality at St John’s.
 Many different individuals and groups help at different charities and non-profits throughout our
community, including the food shelf, elementary school, Youth First, and more.
A process is underway to rethink Outreach and hospitality at St. John’s. We are excited for 2018 and
the implementation of two new ministry groups. First, to have a specific outreach team that will focus
on people, groups, etc. outside of our church walls. Second, we will develop a hospitality team that
will focus on the specific needs of being a welcoming, loving, inviting church. Please let us know if
you have any suggestions of places or activities where we can share God’s Love. New members are
also welcome to our ministry.
Respectfully submitted:
Outreach Ministry
Dave Boie Toni Boie
Marilyn Hallstrom Mary Holmgren

2017 Matamba Mission Report

The partnership between the congregations of St. John’s and the Matamba Parish in Tanzania East Africa continues through prayer, relationships and projects. Below, a variety of those that occurred in 2017 are listed.
· Financial support for St. Monica’s Primary School. This is run by Father Mbiche and our support is
for food and other basic supplies for orphaned children.
· Financial support for St. John’s Hospital. This is run by Father Mligo and provides
medical care for
people in and around the Matamba community. This includes such things as medical supplies, equipment and funds for medications and mosquito nets.
· Worship items were financed by St. John’s for Matamba’s Easter and Christmas worship
services.
· In December, we had our ‘Merry Christmas Matamba’ tree to support some of the orphan student
needs – specifically the handicapped ones.
· A Christmas gift was sent to both of the priests to support their projects and personal needs.
· Father Mbiche experienced some health issues this year and has had a battle with cancer. We ask for
your continued prayers for health and healing so he may continue the
important work he leads for
people in the Matamba community.
· Funds for this mission were provided through the St. John’s Endowment Funds and a variety of donations from members and friends of St. John’s. Asante sana (great thanks) for your support of this mission.
While individual student sponsorship is no longer being done, there have not been any trips to or from Tanzania and our project work has scaled down, we continue with this global partnership and use the blessings God
has provided us to be a blessing to others. We follow God’s command to care for our brothers and sisters and
partner with them in Christian fellowship. We continue to joyfully support the work begun by Mark and Terri
Jensen. Please continue to pray for our
African partner church in Matamba, Tanzania as they do for us.
Mona Volden, Matamba Mission Chairperson

2017 St. John’s Library Annual Report

This year the Library Board welcomed Ardis Nelson as a new member. We received a generous donation from WELCA in February—we went book shopping this summer! were able to add many varied and interesting selections to almost every section of our library. We hope the congregation will
enjoy them.
Carol Cassell, Ardis Nelson and Sharon Peterson

2017 ANNUAL REPORT
YOUTH MINISTRY TEAM
St. John’s Youth Ministry consists of:
125 students who actively participate in our programs.
19 Sunday School leaders and helpers with 7 substitutes, 20 D-Way guides, 62 Vacation Bible School volunteers.
Eleven current active members of the Youth Ministry Team. In August, our Youth Ministry Team was reformed with new members and a new mission/purpose statement. This team was put in place to better serve
families and youth at St. John’s. The team meets the second Wednesday of each month, 7:30-9:00 pm.
The new mission/purpose statement: The purpose of St. John’s Children, Youth, and Family team is to support
faith formation by providing opportunities for children, youth, and families to experience, live, and share the
love of Jesus Christ.
Throughout 2017: Our 0-3 ministry sent about 20 packets containing faith formation resources to parents for
their children. This resource continues throughout the first three years to help nourish and grow the child’s
faith.
February
● First Communion class held for 7 youth and their parents.
● D-Way students attended Lenten Services, rather than Wednesday Religion class.
March
● D-Way students attended Lenten Services, rather than Wednesday Religion class
● 9th grade students performed a drama during Good Friday service
● Sr. High Youth Gathering
April
● St. John’s youth and members of the congregation raised $3297 for packaging 24,150 meals through

Food for Kidz
May
● 20 high school graduates were recognized during worship, with cake provided after second service
June
● 4 kids attended camp at Shores of St. Andrew and/or Green Lake Bible Camp (both under Green Lake
Lutheran Ministries). The Youth Ministry team offset the cost of camp for each individual who attended.
July
● St. John’s annual Taco Booth earned $7237.34 for the sale of tacos and soft drinks. This event was led
by Hope Sykora.
● Youth participated in a mission trip with Teen Serve.
August
● Maker Fun Factory was this year’s theme for Vacation Bible School. 101 students were registered and
62 volunteers participated in this event. Due to the high volume of students, the ed. building was used
for preschool students. $372.41 was raised by students to be given to Clean Water for Peru. Vacation
Bible School was led by Maggie Nilson.
September
● D-Way parent night was successful in explaining the curriculum and requirements.
● D-Way classes began with Pastor Dave teaching 5th-6th graders, and Pastor Alex teaching the 7th through
9th graders.

● Sunday School began with new directors. Laura Eastling and Michelle Wang are serving as codirectors. The Sparkhouse Rotational model is used for curriculum for the second year.
● Sunday School held a Maker Fun Fest on Rally Sunday to kick off the year. Students met their teachers, participated in stations in each Sunday School room, and were able to complete annual paperwork.
● Changes were made in the grade levels that attend on Sundays and Wednesdays. Sunday school is open
for 3 year olds-4th grade. D-Way includes 5th grade-9th grade.
● Apple TV and an iPad were purchased for Sunday School. These, along with a donated TV, sound bar,
and TV mount are used for the opening session each Sunday.
● Presentation of Bibles. Three year olds are presented with the Beginner’s Bible, 1st grade – Spark Story
Bible, and 5th grade – Here We Stand Study Bible.
October
● 14 students were confirmed at St. John’s and attended a banquet served by the 9th grade students. Banquet chairs were Erin Lappen and Nathan Woodford.
● 5th-9th graders gathered 753 lbs. of food for the food shelf.
● Pastors Dave & Alex participated in the downtown trick or treating on behalf of St. John’s.
● First communion class for 6 youth and their parents.
November
● 12 youth and 2 chaperones attended the SWMN Synod Jr. High Youth gathering in Willmar. This was
led by Pastor Alex.
December
● D-Way 5th-9th grade students went Christmas caroling, along with members of the St. John’s congregation, at Annandale Care Center, Centennial Villa, and Goldendale.
● Sunday School Christmas program, “Come to the Manger,” was held. Many families, including extended family members attended. Four traditional Christmas carols with a twist were included in the program. After the program, families and students enjoyed cookies and crafts. This event was led by the
Sunday School Directors.
Respectfully Submitted,
St. John’s 2017 Youth Ministry Team
Shannon Diers (post grad rep)
Laura Eastling (PK rep)
Holly Ekholm (High School)
Erin Lappen (birth-3 rep)
Ethan Nilson (High School)
Stephanie Nilson (Middle School rep)
Judy Seaberg (Adult rep)
Hope Sykora (High School rep)
Michelle Wang (Church Council rep)
Karen Wolff (Elementary Rep)
Pastor Alex (Staff rep)

Precious Gifts Preschool Report 2017
 Precious Gifts Preschool again operated with a positive fiscal balance.
 PGP served 13 children in the 2016/2017 academic year and is currently serving 16 students this
2017/2018 academic year. The academic year is September through May.
 We have 4 students taking advantage of the program’s transportation offering to and from preschool.
 Two families of the fourteen families are members of the St John’s congregation (Precious Gifts has 2
sets of twins).
 We had one (1) family recently request financial assistance to continue PGP attendance.
The board has this in review now.
 The preschool board and staff are researching technology teaching upgrades to the program. Nothing
now to report on research findings.
 WI-FI was installed the end of the 2016/2017 academic year in the preschool classroom to help with
current and future technology upgrades.
 The State of Minnesota is requiring a comprehensive report on PGP’s plan for emergencies that include, in addition to our current plan for fire and weather, train derailment, flooding, blizzard to name a
few. Due to the detail needed in this report an advisor has been contacted to help with this intensive
project to then send into the State for approval in February of this year (2018).
 PGP staff continues to communicate with the Annandale kindergarten staff lead to ensure our programming is in cooperation with their expectations of student entering the public school.
Robin Jacobson
Director/Teacher

Endowment Committee Members:
Paul Hansen (2020), Steve Niklaus (2021), Sue Nelson (2021), Mona Volden (2019), Phyllis Framstad
(2020) Council President (Council Advisory Member), and Pastor Dave
Year’s Highlights:
 Steve Niklaus and Sue Nelson were appointed to second 3-year terms by the Church Council.
 2016 Endowment Grants were presented.
 Sue Nelson maintained our Remembrance Book and sent out thank you notes as needed.
We want to thank everyone who has remembered the Endowment Fund with a gift or memorial this
past year.
We also want to encourage members to consider including the St. John’s Endowment Fund in your
own estate planning. Simply use the language: “I/we bequeath ____% of my estate to St. John’s Lutheran Church, located at 331 West Harrison Street, Annandale, Minnesota, designated for the St.
John’s Lutheran Endowment Fund of the InFaith Community Foundation.”
2017 Grants
We are grateful to all who submitted Grant Applications. The Endowment Team made the following
recommendations, and they were approved by the Church Council at its December 2017 meeting.
 Seminary Debt-Relief
Kirsten Nelson Roenfeldt - $200
Kayla Monson - $200
Alex Becker - $431
 Sanctuary Ceiling Fund - $277
 Youth First - $300
 School Nurse Fund - $131
 True Friends - $100
 Love INC - $300
 Visual Arts - $831 (For a new Christmas tree for the Sanctuary)
Total to be Disbursed = $2770

Resolution
Whereas, we the members of St. John’s Lutheran Church wish to extend our thank you to each and
every person who, through the good stewardship of God’s many gifts to them have furthered the ministry of St. John’s.
Therefore, be it resolved that each member make a point of saying thank you to those members of our
congregation who have helped make the ministry of St. John’s be the vital part of our community and
of our world.
Be it further resolved that a special word of thanks be extended to those persons who have faithfully
served and/or completed their services as members of the Church Council.
Kris Nelson, Shelly Mikel, Abby Mikel, Dave Hadler, and Michelle Wang

MINISTRY OF WORSHIP AND MUSIC 2017
The members of Ministry of Worship and Music work together with the pastors to plan St. John’s worship services. Currently two Sunday services are offered, a traditional service and a contemporary service. Many have volunteered to
serve in the following capacities:
Altar Guild - members set up the altar for communion Sundays: 12 teams of 2; contact Shelly Mikel, chairperson if you
would like to help with this “behind the scenes” ministry.
Communion Assistants - individuals who faithfully and frequently assist with communion. The cross-wearing communion assistant plan continued again this year.
Ushers - many volunteers who usher weekly; Jim Peterson and Drew and Donna Jacobson are the coordinators.
Training sessions for communion assistants and ushers have been offered in 2017 and will be held occasionally
throughout the year in 2018.
Rejoice Team - team of musicians who help lead the contemporary service: Ardis Nelson, in the role of organizing and
leading the Rejoice Team works with Becky Unger, Vicki Greene, Carrie Pilgram, Nancy Berg, Holly Ekholm, Robin
Reichel, Bethany Lund, Janelle Nilson, Gabby Becker, Jenny Klein, Toni and Dave Boie along with Pastors Dave Nelson
and Alex Becker on guitar, drummer Dan Fasching and instrumentalist Ken Schumacher. All who love to sing and play
music are welcome!
Chancel choir – made of up about 20 dedicated sopranos, altos, tenors and basses who practice weekly, sing at both
worship services and perform an annual Cantata. The choir is directed by Mark Nelson and accompanied by Orma Lou
Jacobsma. All are welcome!
Technology Team - volunteers who offer their time and expertise in running our sound system and service projection
presentation for our Sunday worship services. A new system has been bought and training is being offered. Contact
Pastor Alex.
Special Music - instrumentalists and vocalists who share their talents at our worship services. If you would like to offer
special music, contact Pastor Dave or any of the committee members.
The Ministry of Worship and Music would like to thank its many volunteers who have shared their time and talents
throughout 2017 to serve our church ministry. Their service truly demonstrates the spirit of our mission statement:
“Experience, live and share the love of Jesus Christ”
Worship Highlights from 2017:
Use of narrative lectionary
JOLT adult education meets between services nearly every Sunday
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity observed Jan 18-25
Epiphany global songs season 1/17
Spiritual Sunday 2/12/17
Organist Orma Lou Jacobsma recognized for 35 years of service
Lenten Holden Prayer Services
Nursery Speaker installed
9th graders portrayal of Good Friday
Easter cantata “The Feast of Life” at both services; directed by Mark Nelson
Formal relational meetings with Mount Hermon Lutheran begun
Invest in the Kingdom:Rooted in Faith, a Story to Tell; third anniversary
Invest in the Kingdom:Scattered to Serve kick-off
Celebration of Gifts Sunday
Thank You to Pastor Tom Heyd for his service to St. John’s
Installation of Pastor Alex Becker
Lutheran/Catholic Service of Common Commemoration of the Reformation
Confirmation Service (14 Confirmands)
Pastor Dave’s Celebration of 35 years in Ordained Ministry
Mark Nelson recognized for his 30 years serving as chancel choir director
Thanksgiving Eve service and pie social (served by choir)
Christmas Eve services 3:00 pm. 5:00 pm, and 10:00 pm with Christmas Day at 10:00am
Prayers of Healing offered during five Sunday months throughout the year
Submitted by Worship and Music committee members: Vicki Greene, Mark Nelson, Ardis Nelson, Pastor Alex Becker,

Property Team Annual Report 2017
Pastor Dave, Lonnie Baack, Gary Geisinger, Ron Johnson, Dan Lemm, Stan
Hillestad and Cliff Franzen

Completed Projects Include:

- New Security & Exit Lights were purchased and installed.
- Stains On Sanctuary Walls & Ceiling - After extensive research to determine the cause, it was learned that the stains were being caused by the residue from the oil candles. This was proved by doing an experiment comparing furnace filters. It was decided do another test by going back to using oil
candles, along with instructing the Altar Guild on proper length of the wicks.
- Decorations above Sanctuary Entry - A request to place seasonal panels on
the ledge above the entry was okayed.
- Teams took care of cleaning snow off of sidewalks and applying salt, as required. Flygare will again plow the parking lot.
- Sanctuary door hinge was repaired.
- Installation of TV monitors in Narthex and Fellowship Hall was okayed.
They will be funded by donated money.
- For his Eagle Scout Project, Jay Lewison and his family installed a flag
stone walk way to the fire ring. Next year, Jay will install benches and a
concrete slab behind the dumpsters for a firewood box.
- It was decided to stay with the current insurance carrier, unless the premiums
go up significantly.
- New CYF LED Lights and Sign Lights were purchased and installed.
- The cracks in the parking lot were sealed.
- Stained ceiling panels in the CYF Building were replaced - no sign of mold
was found.
- Preparations for winter, including blowing out the sprinkler system, applying
fall fertilizer and turning off the air conditioners were completed.
- The CYF Building roof was repaired.
- All furnaces have been inspected and repairs made, as required. This included adjusting all dampers.
- The Team decided to have the White House rental agent use their repairmen,
when repairs are needed, unless a major issue.
- New toilets were installed in the Women's Bathroom.
- The large water heater for the kitchen was repaired.
- The carpet in both the Church and CYF Building were cleaned, as well as
most of the cushioned chairs in the Fellowship Hall.
- Preparations for summer, including turning on the sprinkler system, applying
fertilizer, turning on the air conditioners and setting up mowing teams, were
completed.
- Spring Clean Up Day was held on April 22nd, completing many tasks on the
inside of the Church, as well as outside.
- Brackets were installed for the transmitter to beam internet to the CYF
Building.
- The casters on the Bible Cart were replaced and a tray was purchased for the
piano in the Fellowship Hall.
- Electric power usage was analyzed, which verified that significant savings
are being realized since installation of LED lighting.

Future / In Process Projects Included:

- Security System - After buying a wireless system from SimpliSafe, it was determined that
it would not meet code. Thus, the system was returned and options continue to be explored.
- Programmable Thermostats - The feasibility and cost of installing programmable thermostats is being investigated.
- The walls of in the White House basement have been measured and will be measured
again to determine if any changes are occurring.
- Kitchen & Fellowship Hall Use - Due to untrained caterers and other groups using the
kitchen but not completing all tasks to leave the facilities as they found them, a check list
is being developed. Before using the facilities, the caterers and groups will have to be
trained.
- Shingles blown off the Church roof over the sanctuary will be replaced in the spring. The
roof above the Fellowship Hall was repaired due to leaks.
- Options for hymnal racks for the back of the last row of pews are being explored.
- The unused office was cleaned out and set up for Pastor Alex.
- A large ash tree north of the Church was removed due to being split and in danger of falling.
- The Library and office areas were painted.
- Long-term maintenance issues, such as roof, furnace / air conditioner, parking lot, carpet,
etc. replacement will continue to be examined, as well as estimated costs.

Thank You!

The Church wants to thank the Property Team Members and all others that assisted in the
various projects and ongoing stewarding of our facilities.

Altar Guild Committee 2017
The committee is blessed to have 17 members with hands and hearts ready to serve: Joyce Dahl, Shirley
Dick, Samantha Duret, Val Gunderson, Mary Gunnerson, Janelle Nilson, Sue Hadler, Tina Honsey,
Donna Jacobson, Krista Grossinger, Pat Larson, Phyllis Looft, Shelly Mikel, Ruth Mohwinkel, Tami
Ramstad, Stephanie Rindelaub Delorie, and Mona Volden. We also are fortunate enough to have many
family members and other congregational members assist us with set-up, serving and cleanup after worship.
Altar Guild members are responsible for preparing the sanctuary for communion, making changes for liturgical seasons and other services held in the sanctuary.
The committee also organized opportunities for the congregation to purchase lilies for Easter, poinsettias
for Christmas and geraniums for Pentecost, in honor of World Hunger Relief.
The annual committee meeting was held on 11/21/17 with eight members present and a new addition,
Amy Hegge! Our discussion focused on 1) communing all Sundays during Christmas and Easter Seasons
2) changes to candles to determine if they are the cause for residue/marks in the sanctuary 3) finding assistants for communion and clean up 4) Pastor Dave shared a “thank you” to all committee members.
Respectfully,
Shelly Mikel
Altar Guild Committee Chairperson

ST. JOHN’S CEMETERY TREASURER’S REPORT 2017
CHECKING ACCOUNT
12/31/16 Balance forward $601.09
Transfer in

RECEIPTS

PAID OUT

BALANCE

$8,650.00

EXPENSES
B & B Mowing/Landscaping
Liman’s Post & Beam
Community Lawn Care
Alberg’s Water Service
X-cel Energy
Carefree Lawn Care
Grave Reimbursement
Paul Kollman Monument
Check Blanks order
BALANCE ON HAND

775.00
593.00
200.00

3,640.00
2,929.08
264.05
375.00
75.00
16.37

12-31-17

$383.59

SAVINGS ACCOUNT
12/31/16 Balance forward
Donations
$4,194.08
Memorials
355.00
Interment Fee
900.00
Grave Lot (1)
400.00
Sale of Graves
825.00
Interest
4.41
Transfer to Checking

$10,021.01

$8,650.00

12/31/17 BALANCE ON HAND
CD ACCOUNT
12/31/16 Balance forward
received
84.53
12/31/17 BALANCE ON HAND

$7,234.64
13,499.22
$13,583.75

In tere st

St. John’s Cemetery Committee Annual Report 2017
The St. John’s Cemetery Committee held their 2017 spring meeting on April 29th and their fall meeting on
ber 14th. The following slate of officers was re-elected at the October meeting.
President:
Ron Remington
274-8433
Vice-President:
Bruce Bartels
291-0081
Secretary:
Deb Craft
274-6049
Treasurer:
Frieda Gunderson
274-5384
Head Superintendent:
Larry Fieldseth
261-5114
Assistant Superintendent:
Jim Hallstrom
507-399-9093
Assistant Superintendent:
Fred Hood
237-1681
Advisors: Linda Aronson, Earl Baker, Doug Beckman, Julie Aronson Dehnel, Carol Erickson,
Hood, Dan Lemm,
Elizabeth Olson, Mary Gunnerson, Barry Schultz , Denise Schultz.

Octo-

Lajla

The following projects were completed during 2017:
1) New grave sites were leveled and seeded.
2) Fertilization of the grass and weed control were done throughout the cemetery.
3) Spreadsheets were updated at the church and cemetery to display information. Last year’s
cemetery information sheets were corrected and updated.
4) Winterization of water lines and the sprinkling system was done in October.
5) Grave stones were leveled as needed.
6) Planters in the front of the cemetery were re-planted in the spring.
7) Weeds under the spruce trees surrounding the cemetery were uprooted.
8) A new shed with steel siding was installed on a cement slab.
9) Committee members promoted our need for donations to keep the cemetery updated.
 Grass was mowed and trimmed this past year by Ben Guck with B&B Mowing.
 The flowers in the new planters along the front wall were tended by Lajla Hood.
 Start-up and winterization of our sprinkling system was done by Carefree Lawn and supervised by

Larry Fieldseth.

Leveling, seeding & sodding of our new grave sites was done by Ron Remington & Larry Fieldseth.
Identification of new burial sites was done by Larry Fieldseth, Jim Hallstrom & Fred Hood.
Computer spreadsheets were updated by Elizabeth Olson & Deb Craft.
Lawn fertilization and weed control were done by Community Lawn Care of Buffalo.
Communication was handled by Deb Craft.
Bills were paid by Frieda Gunderson.
Two new honeysuckle plants were tended by Lajla Hood & Fred Hood as part of the arbor.
Spruce trees were trimmed by Larry Fieldseth & Ron Remington.
Limon Post & Beam completed all new electrical work on the new shed including motion lights on the front and
back of the building and lights/electrical outlets and a new electric box inside of the shed to replace the previous
one that was outside the shed. All wiring was encased in conduit. The control box for watering was put back in
place.
 Bruce Bartels purchased the previous shed by paying the fee to haul it to his location so that we wouldn’t have to
pay for dismantling and hauling it away.
 Greg & Steve Alberg disconnected the pump before construction and put it back in place after the shed was completed. They also repositioned the plumbing lines connected to the pump.
 Bruce Bartels & Julie aronson-Dehnel were involved in promoting our need for donations to the cemetery.
Bruce gave a presentation to the St. John’s congregation asking for donations.
 Paul Kollman repaired one monument foundation for a very reasonable price. Larry Fieldseth had contacted him
through Jerry Wolfsteller.
Interment fees at the St. John’s Cemetery are as follows:
Cemetery Lot Purchase Fee:
$400.00
Interment Fee for burial in Cemetery A:
$225.00
Interment Fee for Burial in Cemetery B:
$225.00










The next meeting will be held at the church on Saturday, April 28, 2018. The St. John’s Cemetery Committee is a
self-supporting organization and new members are needed and encouraged to join. Donations to the cemetery fund
are always welcome—checks written out to St. John’s Cemetery.

Annual Report for St. John’s Women Of The ELCA, 2017
PURPOSE STATEMENT: As a community of women created in the image of God,
called to discipleship in Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit
ourselves to grow in faith, affirm our gifts, support on another in our callings, engage
in ministry and action, and promote healing and wholeness in the church, the society,
and the world.
The leadership structure consists of a team whose members in 2017 were Mary Iverson (Chair), Gladys
Johnson (Treasurer), Pat Larson (Secretary), Meredith Froehlich, and Beverly Sorensen.
The “Growth” factor of the purpose statement is found in the meetings of the Circles where Bible and other
topic studies are held. St. John’s
had 4 Circles, but one had to disband due to age and health difficulties.
RUTH CIRCLE met on the 2nd Monday of the month at 2:00pm. RACHEL CIRCLE met on the 2nd Wednesday of the month at 9:30am. SARAH
CIRCLE met evenings when convenient for the hostess. There is also
Hands for Hope which meets the 2nd and 4th Monday mornings to knit or crochet prayer shawls and make
quilts for those in need locally and worldwide.
On the Conference level there are three St. John’s member serving on the board: Mary Iverson as Chair,
Vernette Heidenreich as Vice Chair, and Ardis Nelson on Mission Action.
Other factors of the service statement were enacted through a Septuafest program honoring those 70 + and a
fundraiser for the purpose of sharing gifts with charities and St. John’s needs.
THANK YOU to all who helped to fulfill the goals of the PURPOSE STATEMENT. For those who wish to
help by using your own special abilities, please contact any of the team members or visit any of the three circles.
2018 Team Members: Mary Iverson, Bev Sorensen, Pat Larson, Vernette Heidenreich, Sharlyn Daniels, and
Gladys Johnson.
Submitted by: Beverly Sorensen

Nominating Committee Report
This year’s Nominating Committee included: Penny Hogberg, Nancy Berg, Valerie Nelson, Donna Jacobson, Marilyn Hallstrom, Carrie
Pilgram. Through a process of prayer and discernment, they bring to the Congregation the following slate of nominees for election:

Church Council
2 yr. term:
2 yr. term:
2 yr. term:
2 yr. term:
2 yr. term:
2 yr. term:
1 yr. term:
1 yr. term:
1 yr. term:

Matt Honsey (incumbent – 2nd term)
Diane Barkley
Derek Groth
Steve Miller
Jason Eastling
Linda Dircks
David Burd
Lonnie Baack
Makena Gunderson – 1 year term

Nominating Committee --- 1 year terms
Kris Nelson
Shelly Mikel
Gloria Warner
Vicki Greene
Dan Berg
Shirley Hillestad

Continuing Council Members (current terms end Jan, 2019): Peggy Bodell, Mary Iverson, and Bill Berry

St. John’s Support and Stewardship Ministry
2017 Annual Report
Members of St. John’s:
The Support and Stewardship Ministry at the close of 2017 is made up of members: Trish Townsend, Steve
Wiltermuth, Ken Schumacher, and Tina Honsey. The congregational guidelines for Support and Stewardship Ministry call for six members, and the committee is actively searching for more members. Pastor
Tom Heyd has continued as a Pastoral guide and his expertise is much appreciated. Meetings are tentatively scheduled on the second Tuesday of the month.
The theme for the Fall Stewardship Drive was to increase number of pledging units in the congregation.
The Stewardship Team send cards to personal cards to all the congregation thanking them for last year’s
commitments, explaining the impact on those commitments and then asking for this year’s commitment.
Focus was placed on Stewardship during Sunday service, October 22nd. Members are encouraged to give to
the church thru Sunday offering or online giving. Thank you to members of the congregation who have
given abundantly in the last year.
A special thanks to all the members of St. Johns who responded in one way or another to our requests for
estimates of giving for 2016. There were 146 responses as compared to 153 last year. The amount pledged
was 310,633.52 compared to 328,500 last year.
The Support and Stewardship Team:
Trish Townsend
Steve Wiltermuth
Ken Schumacher
Tina Honsey (Chair)

Summary of Giving
May 1, 2017 to December 31, 2017
Gathered in Christ…Scattered to Serve is our new three year capital
campaign that started in May 2017 and continues through April 2020.
The campaign raises the funds needed to pay the monthly mortgage on
our church building.

1. Total pledges received:
$278,984.12
Total of 36 monthly payments: $345,132.00
Monthly payment:
9,587.00
2. Total receipts for May 2017 thru December 31, 2017 is $96,553.89. Included
in that amount is $76,519.50 given by individuals and families who made a pledge and
$19,579.61 received from individuals and families that did not make a pledge.
3. Of the $96,553.89 received to date, $77,603.91 was paid on principal and $18,266.09 was interest paid.
4. The cash balance on December 31, 2017 was $27,721.74. This reflects the
January 2018
payment.
5. The current mortgage has a 4.5% interest rate and will mature on February 2022. As of December 31, 2017 our mortgage balance was $444,174.07.
Thank you for your generous support of this important campaign. It is your love and
support for St. John’s that allow us to worship here, enjoy Bible study together,
support the faith journey of our youth, and all the other various activities that take
place in this beautiful building.
Submitted by
Linda Dircks

Other Benevolence Giving 2017
Break down of Budgeted Benevolence in 2016
Love, INC. $500.00
Lutheran Campus Ministry
500.00
Senior Dining
500.00
Caring Neighbor 500.00
Total:
$2000.00
Other Non-Budgeted Benevolence
Souper Bowl of Caring - Ann Food Shelf
1,599.50
Food for Kidz
3,279.18
Matamba Missions
2,476.00
ELCA World Hunger
1,709.01
ELCA Disaster Relief
860.00
Caring Neighbor 197.68
Total: $10,121.37
Miscellaneous Donations:
Lutheran World Relief Personal Care Kits – Baskets of Promise
Backpacks with supplies for AES/AMS each grade level plus extra supplies
Pop/Water – Taco Booth
D-Way Trick or Treat for Food Shelf – 854# of food for the Annandale Food Shelf and $135 cash
Share Your Christmas Gifts – provided gifts for over 40 families
Serving Love INC. Breakfast
Various VBS Supplies
Clothing/Personal Items/Christmas Dinner for Sunset Ridge
Prayer Shawls made and distributed

Special Meeting of the St. John’s Congregation

August 27, 2017 at 9:30am.
The purpose of this meeting was to receive the recommendation of the Call Committee regarding the calling of an Associate Pastor.
President Kris Nelson called the meeting to order, and counters were appointed.
Jennifer Kulm, on behalf of the Call Committee, and with the endorsement of the Church Council presented to the congregation the name of Alex Becker as the recommendation for the position of Associate Pastor.
Jennifer Kulm and Pastor Dave shared the process that the Call Committee had used, the gifts that
Alex Becker would bring to our congregation, and the steps that would happen if the congregation voted to extend a call to Alex Becker. Pastor Tom Heyd shared about his personal knowledge of Alex
from his time serving as Interim Pastor at Celebration in Sartell, MN (where Alex had served as Youth
Director for a number of years).
A motion was made, and seconded, to extend a Letter of Call to Alex Becker to serve as our Associate
Pastor. Due to Alex Becker’s years of experience as a Youth Director, and following our synod’s common practice, we would offer Alex Becker a salary package at the 4 year level of our synod guidelines.
A ballot vote was taken. The vote was 145 – Yes, and 1 – No. Motion Passed!
Meeting was adjourned.

Dave Nelson, Lead Pastor
dnelson@stjohns-annandale.org
Alex Becker, Pastor
abecker@stjohns-annandale.org
Bonnie Schmidt, Office Manager/Financial Administrator
bschmidt@stjohns-annandale.org
Chrystal Rasmussen, Administrative Assistant/Worship Support Specialist
chrystalrasmussen@stjohns-annandale.org
Robin Jacobson, Preschool Director/Teacher
robin@jacobsonfarm.com
Trisha Woods, Teacher’s Assistant
Kris Bauer and Georgene Gravdal, Custodians
Ardis Nelson, Contemporary Worship
studionelson.ardis@gmail.com
Orma Lou Jacobsma, Organist
Becky Unger, Pianist
Mark Nelson, Chancel Choir Director
music2xnelson@gmail.com

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711
St. John’s Lutheran Church
331 West Harrison Street
Annandale, MN 55302-9161
Phone: 320-274-8827 Fax: 320-274-7283
www.stjohns-annandale.org

