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From Pastor Dave… 
 

 

Words We Long To Hear 
 

There’s an old story of the wife who one day asked her husband, “Why don’t you ever tell me that 
you love me?”  The husband responded, “I told you that I loved you the day we got married. I will let 
you know if I change my mind.”  We laugh at that old story because the husband’s response is so              
absurd. Love needs to be expressed.  We need to speak and to hear those words over and over again.  
We need to know that our husband/wife still chooses us. Self-doubt, fear, and questions have a way 
of filling our heads so that we long to hear those words spoken again: “I love you.”  Valentine’s Day is 
an opportunity to speak those words to those whom we love. But that is not enough. We need to 
hear those words often. We long to be reminded, to be reassured, that we are loved. 
 
I believe that’s precisely why we need to attend worship regularly. We need to hear over and over 
again that we are loved, that we are cherished, that we are forgiven, that we have value, and that we 
have a purpose.  A walk in the woods will certainly remind us of God’s incredible creativity.  We can 
sense God’s beauty in a piece of music. We can know God’s presence through prayer. But it is only in 
worship that we hear what we so desperately need to hear, what we so long to hear, what we truly 
hunger to hear – and that is that we are loved, that we are forgiven, that we are somebody – a child 
of God.  In worship those words are spoken to us in the waters of   baptism, in the bread and wine of 
holy communion, in the sharing of the peace, in the words of forgiveness, in the proclamation of the 
Gospel, and through the gathered community of believers, what Martin Luther called the 
“consolation of the saints.” 
 
We live in a time when worship attendance throughout our country is declining. People are busy, 
lives are full, we seem to be in perpetual motion. There are always more things to do than we have 
time for,  and so we make choices.  But, sadly, often those choices keep us from hearing what we so 
desperately need to hear.  The world constantly tells us that we aren’t good enough, we aren’t                  
successful enough, we need more, we need to be more.  Over time, we start believing those voices.   
In  our emptiness, we long to hear the good news that, in Christ, we are loved, we matter, we have 
purpose, we are of value. I don’t know about you, but once or twice a year – even once or twice a 
month – isn’t enough for me. I need to hear it over and over again. I need to hear it announced to 
me: “You are loved. You are forgiven. Nothing can ever separate you from God’s love in Jesus.” I 
need those words as much as I need air, water, and food. I believe you need them too. God, unlike 
the husband in my opening story, is a God who longs to speak them to us again and again and again.    
‘See you in worship. 
 

In Christ, 
Pastor Dave 

Sunday & Wednesday Scripture Readings 
February 3 & 6—Treasure in Heaven - Matthew 6:7-21, [25-34] 
February 10 & 13—The Golden Rule - Matthew 7:1-14, 24-29 
February 17 & 20—Parables of the Kingdom - Matthew 13:24-43 
February 24 & 27—Feeding 5,000 - Matthew 14:13-33 
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Lutheran Marriage Encounter  

Coming Up 
~ March 3—Spiritual Sunday 
~ March 3 & 10—Preschool taking orders for Butter braids 
~ March 6—Ash Wednesday (Season of Lent begins) 
~ March 9—First Communion Gathering 
~ March 10—Daylight Savings Begins 
~ April 5-6—SW MN Synod Senior High Gathering 
~ April 13—Annandale Expo 
~ April 14-20—Holy Week 
~ April 21—Easter Sunday 
~ April 24—Food For Kidz 
 

Equipping Congregations Day 
Our SW Minnesota Synod will be hosting its annual Equipping Congregations Day on         
Saturday, February 23 in Willmar. The theme of the day will be “Spirit Led                   
Innovation.” This year’s keynote speakers will be Beth Lewis, who will be speaking 
on: “Grow, Hold, and Fold” (One of the perils of any organization is that there is no 
shortage of good ideas. There are, however, good ideas that outlast their usefulness!  
It is often very difficult to stop doing things because they get imbedded into our             
organizations’ traditions and cultures); and Benjamin Winchester who will be                   
speaking on: “Rewriting the Rural Narrative” (The story of rural America since 1970 is rich and diverse, with 
positive trends occurring under the radar).  In addition, there will also be over 20 practical workshops from 
which to choose, offered at three different times during the day. In order to accommodate the               
growing numbers of participants that this event is drawing, the event will be held at two different sites – at 
both Vinje and Bethel Lutheran Churches. Both locations will have the same program elements, with the             
schedules in a different order. If you are interested in attending, please sign up in the Gathering Area or 
contact the church office NO LATER THAN FEBRUARY 10.  

Palm Branches 
If you took home your palm branch last year on Palm Sunday and you still have it please bring it to the church 
office no later than Sunday, March 3.  Last year’s palm branches will be used to prepare the ashes for this 
year’s Ash Wednesday services. 

Crow River Conference Assembly 
Our Annual Crow River Assembly is scheduled for Sunday, February 17 at Beckville Lutheran in rural                        
Litchfield. Registration begins at 2:00pm, with the assembly beginning at 2:30pm. We can bring up to six 
voting lay members. It would be nice to have a good representation from St. John’s at this meeting. Please 
contact Pastor Dave if you are interested in attending. 

Installation of Elected Leaders 
We will be installing our own newly elected leaders at our worship services on Sunday, February 3 at the 
end of our first service and at the beginning of the second. Please keep your elected congregational leaders 
in your prayers throughout the year. 

First Communion Meeting For Parents 
Here at St. John’s, children are welcome to begin communing whenever their parents feel they are ready to 
participate. If a child has not begun communing at an earlier age, we strongly encourage that every child 
would begin communing in either third or fourth grade. On February 10, there will be a brief meeting,               
following each worship service, in the church library, for all parents of children who want to prepare for 
their First Communion. This meeting is for parents only.  The purpose of this meeting is to outline the                    
process and distribute some materials that we will have you work through with your son or daughter at 
home in preparation for our First Communion class on Saturday, March 9 from 9:00am-11:00am. If you have 
any questions, please contact the church office. 

Souper Bowl Of Caring—February 3 
On February 3 following each of our worship services we will be receiving a special offering in the large                       
kettles at the door. All of the money collected will go towards feeding the hungry through our local                 
Annandale Food Shelf. You can make checks out to St. John’s Lutheran Church. 
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St. John’s Lutheran Church Council Meeting      Date:  1/14/19  Start: 7:00pm    End:  
Present: Peggy Bodell, Mary Iverson, Bill Berry, Derek Groth, Steve Miller, Makena Gunderson, Jason Eastling,                         
Linda Dircks, Pastor Alex and Pastor Dave     Absent:  David Burd, Matt Honsey, Lonnie Baack and Diane Barkley            

Topic Discussion Action 

Faith Talk: Derek Groth N/A 
Scripture & 
Prayer Pastor Dave N/A 

Approval of  
Agenda Approved  M/S/P 

Derek/Mary 

Secretary’s 
Report 

Approved with one spelling correction: “housing” instead of “hosing” under Pastor Alex’s             
report. 

M/S/P 
Mary/Bill 

Treasurer’s 
Report We ended the year very strong.  

M/S/P 
Peggy/
Jason 

Executive  
Committee 
Actions 

Linda shared the Pastoral Annual Reviews will be done on January 15 by the Executive               
Committee. A Sabbatical Team of Steve Miller, Steve Nicklaus, Ken Schumacher, Alyssa                
Domagala, and Linda Dircks will begin meeting with Pastor Dave to plan his 2020 Sabbatical. 
The updating of our Staff Policies continues to be a work in progress.  

N/A 

 
 
 
Pastor Dave’s  
Report 
 
 

*Pastor Dave drew the Council’s attention to all the work that Drew and Donna Jacobson did 
to make our Christmas services run smoothly and encouraged each of them to express their 
thanks to the Jacobsons.  
*Shared that the Nominating Committee has finished its work and has a slate of people to    
present to the Annual Meeting.  
*Announced that the Crow River Conference will have their annual Assembly on February 17 
at Beckville Lutheran in rural Litchfield—and encouraged participation.  
*Announced that Installation of leaders will be held at both services on Sunday, February 3.  
*Discussed how we will be moving forward in addressing our “Grow Even Stronger” goals.         
Pastor Dave will outline those steps in his Annual Report. Shared some continuing education 
and vacation dates for 2019. 

N/A 
 

 
Pastor Alex’s  
Report 
 
 

*Pastor Alex gave an update regarding the hospitality plans for the Gathering Area. He shared 
about the Family Game Show Night being planned for this month.  
*Shared that he will now be serving on the Synod Lutheran Youth Organization Board as an 
adult representative of the Crow River Conference. He is already involved in most of the         
activities being the leader of the LYO Worship Team.  
*He shared updates regarding the Weekly Youth Group, what’s been done to help alleviate 
the Internet Issues in the CYF Building, and about our Wednesday worship services.  
*He shared that a Senior High Boundary Waters trip is being planned for this summer.  
*He also shared continuing education and vacation dates for 2019. 

N/A 

Old 
Business 

1) Linda reminded the Council that each Council member is to bring a crockpot of soup/chili 
for the Annual Meeting. A variety of breads will be purchased. We are asking for                     
congregational members to provide 8 pans of bars. The majority of Council members are to 
help set up for the meal—while a few are to sit in on the JOLT Q and A class regarding the             
Annual Report and 2019 Budget.  
2) 2019 Proposed Budget. The Council went through the proposed budget as presented.               
Pastor Dave shared that our SAS Consultant encouraged us to include our Grow Even Stronger 
goals within our budget, and Additional SAS Funds to our projected income with the                  
understanding that we, as a Council ( and as a Congregation) will not move forward on any of 
the goals until we believe that we have the funds to meet that goal. With that understanding, 
Jason moved, Mary seconded, and it passed to recommend the 2019 budget to the                              
congregation for its approval. 

M/S/P 
Jason/Mary 

New  
Business 

1) The Council expressed a word of thanks to the outgoing Council members: David Burd,             
Peggy Bodell, Bill Berry and Makena Gunderson 
2) The Council decided that we will hold a Council retreat instead of attending the                                
Congregational Leaders Day in Willmar this year. A Council retreat will be planned for March. 
Council and congregational member are still encouraged to consider attending the                                
Congregational Leaders Day on February 23. 

M/S/P 
Peggy/Mary 

 

Upcoming  
Agenda 

1) Food For Kidz Offering 
2) Conference Affiliation N/A 

Council  
Reminders 

*Next Meeting of the Council will be February 11 at 7pm (please note change of date!) 
*SIGN UP FOR OFFERING DUTY 
*Executive Committee will meet on February 5 at 7pm (also a change of date.) 

N/A 

Adjournment Motion to Adjourn at 9:05pm 
M/S/P 

Derek/
Steve 

Prayer Pastor Dave  N/A 
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Report 

 Monthly Income Monthly Expense General Fund Balance  

 

General Fund 
 

December  
2018 

$60,609.33 $39,573.87 $42,840.19  

 
Monthly 
Average 

2017  
$38,025.61 $36,443.94   

Building Fund    Monthly Mortgage   

  $12,782.26 $10,204.46 $25,776.96  

Precious Gifts 
Preschool    

 PG Expense PG Balance 
 

  $2,282.00 $1,557.76 $11,462.70  

Notes: 
 

1.      The General Fund had $21,035 more in income than expenses during December, 2018. Year-To-Date 2018—this is was a good 
month, however for 2018 we still had a General Fund Deficit of $(12,333.00) and the January 1, 2018 General Fund balance of 
$55,173.23 declined to $42,840.19 in December 31, 2018. This decline was largely attributable to income running below budgeted 
amounts and expenses running at budgeted amounts.  

2. We maintain a positive balance, our next mortgage payment will be $9,587.00 
3. Precious Gifts Preschool Fund balance is positive, and increased during December , 2018.  

Remember our mission at St. John’s is supported by your talents and generous gifts. THANK YOU!  
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Communion Service At Annandale Care Center 
Our monthly service of Holy Communion will be February 1 at 1:30pm.  While this worship service is             
intended for St. John’s members who are residents at the Care Center and Centennial Villa apartments, 
it is open to all residents, family and friends.   

In Need Of Prayer 
People at St. John’s are ready to pray for and with you --- in times of joy, and in times of need.  To activate 
this prayer ministry please contact the church office.  Only the information you choose to share will be 
passed on to the Prayer Ministry participants.  Please understand that if you are calling on behalf of            
another person, in order to respect the right of privacy, and for the sake of confidentiality, you must have     
that individual’s permission before we can activate the prayer ministry and pray for them by name.   

Pastoral Visits 
Please call the church office and let us know if you desire a pastoral visit – especially if you are going to 
be hospitalized.  If it is an emergency, feel free to call Pastor Dave at home.    

Endowment Committee News 
Have you included the St. John’s Endowment in your estate plan? There is a variety of  options 
available to you. To learn about the many ways to make a planned gift, please contact the                    
InFaith Community Foundation at 800-365-4172 (where our St. John’s Endowment is held) and 
they would be happy to explain them to you. 
 

Gifts and memorials given to our Endowment Fund help us to enhance our mission and outreach as a                 
congregation. Please know that we are grateful for each and every gift given to the St. John’s Endowment – 
no matter the size – whether it’s through your estate or as a gift in memory or in honor of someone.  Such 
gifts allow us to support worthwhile ministries within and beyond our congregation. 
 

 

Gifting From An IRA—Stewardship For All Seasons 
The law is now permanent that allows donors age 70 1/2 and older to withdraw up to $100,000 each 
year from the total of all their IRA accounts tax-free if they give the money directly to a charity. Any           
distribution to charity counts towards the donor’s required minimum distribution from their IRA               
accounts even though the charity, and not the donor, is the recipient. Previously charitable gifts from an 
IRA were taxed as regular withdrawals.  
 

If you have an IRA and are 70 1/2 or older, this law offers a great opportunity for you to make a gift to           
St. John’s. This gift (1) will not be taxed as a regular IRA withdrawal and (2) if you are not dependent on           
income from your IRA, you will be able to meet your minimal distribution requirement without being 
taxed on the withdrawal. 
 

We suggest you discuss this opportunity with your legal and/or financial advisors.  
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Coffee & Conversation 
In January from 3:00-4:30pm you’ll find Pastor Dave at McDonald’s on Thursdays. He is looking forward                   
to conversation with anyone who wants to stop by.  You may wish to check with the church office on                    
Thursdays to see if he is unable to be there because of a funeral or other responsibility. He enjoys                    
visiting about church, life in general, or whatever is on your mind.   

Joyful Jar 
The Joyful Jar has been a great addition to our worship life here at St. John’s. It has been so much fun 
watching the young ones of our congregation bring forward the gifts of so many people. Thank you to all 
who continually give and flag down young people to give them something to put in the jar. It is teaching 
some amazing things about giving. Not only are our young people and adults being impacted, but also the 
organizations that receive the gifts at the end of each month. Here is a list of what organizations have  
received support from the Joyful Jar so far, and those that will in the coming months.  
 

October: Angel Fund (School Lunch Support) - $509.64         April: Food For Kidz 
November: Share Your Christmas - $401.88              May: Summer Camp Scholarships 
December: Annandale Food Shelf - $361.21    June: Companion Synod 
January: AES Nurses Fund      July: Youth Activity Fees 
February: Youth First      August: AES Backpack Program 
March: Sunset Ridge 
  

From Pastor Alex—Radical Hospitality 
What does it look like to be a church that is welcoming? Take a moment and reflect upon your                                   
experiences of walking into a church for the first time - your first time at St. John’s, a church you grew up in,  
previously attended, or one you've visited. How did you feel?  What did you see? Were you welcomed and 
greeted, and if so how was the greeting? I remember an encounter a friend of mine had when she visited 
her parents’ church. Her parents had been attending this church for a couple of years. When she was l  
leaving the church with them after the service, she was greeted by the pastor. “’So glad to see you again,” 
he said. This was her first time attending this church. Then the pastor greeted her parents, “Welcome to 
our church. Is this your first time here?” Certainly a cringe worthy moment, but one that most of us have 
encountered at one time or another. So, what do we do in these situations - times where we see someone 
that looks new but may not be? Well, we introduce ourselves. We also give ourselves permission to make a 
mistake, one that opens the door to conversation and fellowship. Each of us as members of St. John’s are 
called to live out God’s gracious and radical hospitality, as difficult or awkward as it may seem. So let’s chal-
lenge each other in 2019 to step out into the uncomfortable and greet those you may not know, welcome 
all, whether it’s their first time or their 90th year at St. John’s. Let’s make it known in our community that 
St. John's is a place where all people feel welcomed, accepted, and loved.  
 
 

In Christ, Pastor Alex 

55+ Potluck—February 19 at 11:30am 
Come enjoy “Covers Up,” a presentation of quilts by Mary Iverson, music by Arlene Sands and wonderful 
fellowship.  Bring a dish to share. 

Congregation Camping Trip—June 7-9 
‘Any campers out there? Do you have a tent, RV, or a pop-up camper? All are               
welcome at our first congregational camping trip to Bunker Hills Campground. 
We will have meals together, play games together, worship together on                  
Sunday and partake in the water park activities and much more. We’ve booked 
nine camp sites that range from 30 amp to 50 amp, as well as a group camp site 
for tent campers. We hope you you’ll join us. Sign-ups will be available in March. 
Make sure to get it on your calendar. 

Developing Spiritual Intelligence—7th Annual Faith Conference  
Saturday, April 27, 2019 at Christ Chapel—Gustavus Adolphus College 
For more information you can go to gustavus.edu/faithconference 
 

Life Group—“The Gifts of Imperfection” by Brene Brown 
This group will take place on Monday evenings during Lent. Look for more details soon.  
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                                            A Prayer For February 
                                               
God of all that is good in this world, in this month when I think of “Valentine                                                          

Love,” I am also thankful for the other places in life where I see love. 
 

Thank you for the love children have for their moms and dads and for the love of                                             
parents for those children.  Thank you for love between good friends. 

 

But more than these precious loves, God, I pray that you would break into our                                                
hearts this month and help each of us to find a way to love beyond – 

 

to love those with whom we disagree, those whose beliefs we don’t understand,                                                        
those whom we tend to fear and those whom we just don’t like.  May we find                                                        

ways to heal the brokenness of this world with your Love. 
 

And, of course, we who’ve been blessed to know “Valentine Love,”  both today                                                      
and yesterday, we thank you, God, for this most precious blessing of human life!  

Sound and Slide Projection 
We are in need of more volunteers to run the slides and sound for worship.  If you have an interest or 
know of someone who would be interested, please let Pastor Alex know.  No experience is required;    
we will teach people how to do both.  

Scheduling Events  
If you are scheduling an event here at St. John’s or if your Ministry Team changes the date of their 
meeting, please be sure to clear it with Chrystal in the office so that we can make sure that we are not 
double-scheduling our space.  Thanks! 
 
 

Newsletter Deadline 
Items for the March newsletter are due by February 14.  Early submissions are greatly appreciated! 
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Contemporary Worship 
Do you play an instrument? Piano, guitar, saxophone, violin, cello...TUBA?  We would love to have you                 
join the contemporary worship team.  If interested, contact Pastor Alex or stop in on Sunday. 

Time & Talent 
Thank you to everyone who filled out the Time & Talent surveys.  We are always looking for more help. 
If you haven’t had a chance to fill one out, they are still in the Gathering Area and on our website.   

JS 

Gathered In Christ...Scattered To Serve 
If you pay close attention to the church calendar, you will notice there are several organizations or groups 
that use our church facility for their events or meetings. The Annandale Ambassador Committee and                    
Annandale Royalty is just one example. I received this from their representative. 
“The Annandale Ambassador Committee and Annandale Royalty are so thankful to St. John’s Lutheran 
Church for allowing us to use their space every year for candidate judging, and our Princess Party. They 
have generously donated the space to us each year, and we would not be able to do these events             
without their help as we have a small budget for our program. They serve the community of Annandale in 

so many ways, and this is just a small example of their commitment to service. Thank you, 
St. John’s for supporting the Annandale Ambassador Program. The Annandale Ambassador 
Committee is thankful that your congregation built this amazing space, and that they                  
continue funding it so programs like ours may benefit from it.” 
 

Capital Campaign 
Linda Dircks 

Sunday School 
We started the Lord’s Prayer rotations and will spend the next month learning where the prayer 
came from, why it’s important, and what it means. We have also been learning the song “I’ve Got 
The Joy Joy Joy Joy (Down in My Heart)” along with the actions. Our 3 and 4 year olds are learning 
the story, Daniel and the Lions. It’s never to late to register a child for Sunday . Stop by the Ed 
Building most Sundays between 9:30am and 10:15am to pick up the registration form and a               
schedule. 

JOLT (Joy of Learning Together) 
In February, our Sunday morning adult class will begin a series entitled: Faith Out Loud: Talking 
About What Matters Most   Here’s a brief description:  “Me? Talk about my faith? This video series      
offers hope for us tongue-tied Christians to identify the fact that we have a faith story and we have words for 
our experience of God.  You are invited to come and listen in on authentic and humble conversations as                
people were asked to talk about...” 
February 3—“Your favorite passage in the Bible”  
 

February 10—“A time of suffering in which God made a difference” 
 

February 17—“How God makes a difference in your daily life”  
 

February 24— “An idea of God that you find meaningful” 
 

You are invited to join us each Sunday at 9:30am in the Library—All Are Welcome! 

Precious Gifts Pebbles 
Rainbow Bottle 
Get several different densities of liquid (oil, water, alcohol, etc) and use food coloring to dye each 
one a different color. Put these in a bottle (oil, then water, then alcohol) and let your children play 
with the bottles. 
 
Colors of the Rainbow 
Red, and Yellow and Pink and Green, Purple and Orange and Blue 
I can sing a rainbow...I sing a rainbow...and so can you. 
 
Red, and Yellow and Pink and Green, Purple and Orange and Blue 
I can Dance A Rainbow…I Can Dance A Rainbow...and so can you. 
 
 
 
 
Youth Group 
Youth Group for all 8-12th grade youth. Join us from 7:45-9:00pm each Wednesday in the Youth 
Room. Come for a time of games, discussion, laughter, fun, and food. Friends are always invited. 
Can’t wait to see you all there! 

Upcoming Events/Games 
Do you have any games, events or other happenings that you’d like to see Pastor Alex attend?                       
Send him your sports schedule or the date of your events and he will try to attend. 



CYF Upcoming Events 
(Children, Youth, and Family) 

Wednesday D-Way & Worship 
February 6—D-Way & Wednesday Worship 
 5th & 6th—“Thomas” 
 7-9th—“Treasure in Heaven” 
February 13—D-Way & Wednesday Worship 
 5th & 6th—Saul/Paul 
 7-9th—“The Golden Rule” 
February 21—D-Way & Wednesday Worship 
 5th & 6th— “Lydia” 
 7-9th—“Parables of the Kingdom” 
February 27—D-Way & Wednesday Worship 
 5th & 6th—“Ask the Pastor” 
 7-9th—“Feeding 5,000” / “Ask the Pastor” 
 

 

 

March 6—Lenten Service Ash Wednesday 
March 13—Lenten Service 
March 20—Lenten Service 
March 27—Lenten Service 
April 3—Lenten Service 
April 10—Lenten Service 
April 17—Holy Week—No D-Way 
April 3—Food For Kidz 

D-Way Meals—Tacos are on the menu for February 6 and 13. 

Sr .High Gathering—April 5-6 
All 9-12 grade youth are invited to attend the Southwest Minnesota Senior High Youth Gathering at 
Lake Geneva Christian Center in Alexandria, MN. The theme this year is “Walk Humbly,” based on                   
Micah 6:8 “Do justice, love mercy and walk humbly with your God.” Join us for an outstanding                       
gathering that includes Band and Speaker: AGAPE with special guest, Joe Davis and The SW MN Synod 
Youth Band. Nightlife will include an exceptional variety of options including open gym, bonfire, music, 
games, etc. The Spirit Garage is a relaxing place for peace and prayer. Small group sessions led by 
trained youth to help dig deeper into the theme, service learning opportunities. The gathering will                  
include lively worship, dancing, singing, fun, faith and relationship building. Sign up at the welcome desk 
today. Cost: $110 (scholarships are available) We are also in need of adult leaders to attend the event. 
If you are interested, please sign up as well.  

Summer BWCA Trip—July 21-27 
Attention all 8th-12th grade youth. Sign up today for our summer trip.                                                               
We are heading to the Boundary Waters Canoe area for an amazing week where you will enjoy the 
beauty and serenity of the North Woods, grow deeper in your faith, develop an appreciation of 
God's natural world, establish meaningful relationships, and learn more about yourself. Not only will 
you spend time in the Boundary Waters, you will get a chance to go rock climbing, hiking, day trips,                    
campfires, berry picking, and so much more. This  week will be full of new                                                      
experiences and is guaranteed to be rewarding, exciting, beautiful, enriching,                                                  
adventurous, and refreshing. Sign up today at the Welcome Desk. Space is                                                     
limited. Cost: $650 (fundraising opportunities available)  

Upcoming CYF Events—Mark Your Calendars 
-Sr. High Synod Youth Gathering—April 5-6 
-Good Friday Day Camp—April 19 from 9:00am-1:00pm 
-6-12th Grade Lock-Out—May 3-4 
-3-6th Grade Lock-In—May 17 
-Family Camping at Bunker Hills Water Park—June 7-9 
-Senior High Summer Trip-Boundary Waters—July 21-27 
-VBS—July 28-Aug 1 
 

     Many Thanks 
     ~ To all who helped take down and put away our Christmas decorations. 
     ~ To the Nominating Team for their faithful work in calling forth leaders—it was great to submit a full slate  
         of nominees to our Annual Meeting. 
     ~ To all who had a hand in preparing our Annual Report—from those who wrote the reports, to those who  
         proofed the reports, to those who typed and arranged the reports and to those who assembled the  
         reports! 
     ~ To the Church Council, and especially our Treasurer: Steve Miller, Aleah, our Financial Administrator,  
         and Linda Dircks, our Council President, for their diligent work in preparing the 2018 budget.  
     ~ To Dave Burd, Peggy Bodell, Bill Berry, and Makena Gunderson who have completed their terms on the  
         Church Council—thank you for your faithful leadership.  
     ~ To the Church Council members for organizing the Annual Meeting lunch. 
     ~ To all who provided food and assisted with serving the l for Lori Thompson. 
     ~ To Chrystal and Dan Fischer for hosting our staff holiday gathering, and Pastor Dave and Diane for  
         hosting our council holiday gathering. 
     ~ To every who planned and attended our Family Game Show Night. 
     ~ To all who helped plan the 55 + potluck, gift exchange, and caroling with Arlene Sands—and to all who  
        participated.  
     ~ To all who have prepared, Annual Reports. 
     ~ To ALL who assisted in any way with all of our Christmas services this year. 
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Good News Monthly 

Community Events 

In Case of Inclement Weather    
When the weather is questionable, and we have something scheduled at church, we will: 
1)   Put an announcement on our voice mail indicating whether events are still on or are cancelled,  
2) Put an announcement on the website at www.stjohns-annandale.org indicating whether events are 

on or are cancelled, and   
3) If an event is cancelled, we will also notify the following radio/television stations:  KRWC Buffalo 

(1360AM), KTIS Minneapolis (98.5FM)-(broadcast on webpage), and WCCO (830AM) (broadcast on 
webpage).   

4) Post it on Facebook. 
In all cases, please make wise and safe choices. 

Meals On Wheels—Thank you! 
Thank you to all those who volunteered to deliver Meals On Wheels in January. Your smile 
and greeting made a difference in their days. Our next turn will be the month of June.  

 
Heart Of My Heart!—Annandale Christian Women’s Club 
February 14 at 9:30am here at St. John’s Church—Cost $9 
Special Feature:  Sunset Ridge, Jim Nierenhauser, Director 
Music:  Ardis Nelson, Soloist  
Speaker: Sherry Segal, Owatonna, MN “My journey from hopeless to joy” 
Call Ardelle for reservations—320-274-8336 or Betsy—320-274-5419 



 
 

  
 

 

 

  

 
 

  Sue Nelson 
Avery Seagraves 

James Segner 
  A: 

V: Jake Seaberg 

 
 

Dan & Patty 
Fasching 

Mary Iverson 
Weston Miller 

Brandon Cooper 
  A: 

V: Emily Combs 

 
 

  Margie Field-
seth 

Brandon Cooper 
Isabella O’Brien 

  A: Jake Seaberg 
V: 

 
 

Dan & Patty 
Fasching 

Peggy Bodell Tommy Halverson 
Emma McGinnis 

Neumiller 
Family 

A: 
V: 

 
 

    Charlie Seaberg   A: Mike Miller 
V: Jake Seaberg 

 
 

  Mary Iverson     A: 
V: Emily Combs 

 
 

    Julia Segner 
Gavin Wang 

  A: 
V: Jake Seaberg 

 
 

  Peggy Bodell Charles Seaberg 
James Segner 

  A: 
V: 

           

 

Ushers 
 

8:15 Service 
John & Diane Swanson  

Steve Miller & Mary Ann Humola 
 

10:30 Service 
Dave & Sue Hadler Family 
Drew & Donna Jacobson 

 

 

Altar Guild 
 

Sue Hadler 
 
 

Val  
Gunderson 

 

 

WELCA Circles: 
 
 

Sarah Circle:    
Tuesday, February 19, 7:00pm 
Hostess: Patty Fasching 
Bible Study Leader: Diane Nelson 

Rachel Circle:   
 Wednesday, February 13, 9:30am 

Hostess: Bev Sorensen 
Bible Study Leader: Pat Sanderson 

Ruth Circle:  
 Monday, February 11, 2:00pm 
 Hostess: Mary Iverson 
  

February 2019 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 
 
 
1:30pm 
Care Center  
Communion 
 
 

2  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3  
8:15am  
Traditional Worship 
w/Communion/
Installation of Elected 
Leaders 
9:30am  
Sunday School  
9:30am  
JOLT 
10:30am  
Installation of Elected 
Leaders 
Contemporary 
Worship 
w/Communion 
5:30pm  
Cub Scouts-Den 4 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00pm 
Boy Scouts 
 

5  
8:00am  
Men’s Bible 
Study . 
10:00am  
Women’s Bible  
Study 
12:00pm  
Crow River         
Conference           
Gathering for 
Rostered Leaders 
 
7:00pm  
Exec Committee 
Meeting 
 
 

6 
12:30am  
Staff Meeting 
5:15pm  
D-Way Dinner 
5:55pm  
Large Groups 
6:00pm  
Choir Practice 
6:30pm  
Small Groups 
7:05pm  
Worship 
7:30pm  
AA Mtg—Ed Bldg 
7:45pm  
Youth Group 

7   
 
 
 
3:00—4:30pm 
Pastor Dave at 
McDonald’s 
6:00pm 
Worship Band  
 

8 
 
 
 
 
1:30pm  
Sabbatical 2020 
Team Meeting 
 
 
 
 
5:00pm  
Girl Scouts 
Cookie Kick-Off 

9 
 

10 
8:15am  
Traditional Worship 
First Communion  
Meeting For Parents 
9:30am  
Sunday School  
9:30am  
JOLT 
10:30am  
Contemporary 
Worship 
First Communion  
Meeting For Parents 

11 
 
9:30am  
Hands For Hope 
 
 
 
 
6:00pm  
New Council 
Member  
Orientation 
6:00pm 
Boy Scouts 
7:00pm  
Council Meeting 

12 
8:00am  
Men’s Bible  
Study 
10:00am  
Women’s Bible  
Study 
11:30am  
55+ Potluck 
 
 
 
5:30pm  
Worship & Music 
Meeting 

13 
1:00pm  
Staff Meeting 
5:15pm  
D-Way Dinner 
5:55pm  
Large Groups 
6:00pm  
Choir Practice 
6:30pm  
Small Groups 
7:05pm  
Worship 
7:30pm  
AA Mtg—Ed Bldg 
7:45pm  
Youth Group 

14   Valentine’s Day 
9:30am  
Annandale 
Christian Women 
10:00am  
Newsletter Deadline 
3:00—4:30pm 
Pastor Dave at 
McDonald’s 
6:00pm 
Worship Band  
 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

16 
 
 

17 
8:15am  
Traditional Worship 
9:30am  
Sunday School  
9:30am  
JOLT 
10:30am  
Contemporary 
Worship w/
Communion 
2:30pm  
Crow River  
Conference Assembly 
at Beckville Lutheran  
in Litchfield 
5:30pm  
Cub Scouts-Den 4 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00pm 
Boy Scouts 
 
 
 
  
 
 

19 
8:00am  
Men’s Bible  
Study 
10:00am  
Women’s Bible  
Study 
 
 
 

20 
1:00pm  
Staff Meeting 
5:15pm  
D-Way Dinner 
5:55pm  
Large Groups 
6:00pm  
Choir Practice 
6:30pm  
Small Groups 
7:05pm  
Worship 
7:30pm  
AA Mtg—Ed Bldg 
7:45pm  
Youth Group 

21 
9:00am  
Annandale  
Ministerial Meeting 
9:30am  
Annandale 
Christian Women 
Board Mtg 
 
 
3:00—4:30pm 
Pastor Dave at 
McDonald’s 
6:00pm 
Worship Band  
Practice 

22 23 
Equipping  
Congregations 
Day—Willmar 

24 
8:15am  
Traditional Worship 
w/Communion 
9:30am  
Sunday School  
9:30am  
JOLT 
10:30am  
Contemporary 
Worship 
w/Communion 
. 

25 
9:30am  
Hands For Hope 

26 
8:00am  
Men’s Bible  
Study 
10:00am  
Women’s Bible  
Study 
 
 
5:00pm  
Property Meeting 

27 
1:00pm  
Staff Meeting 
5:15pm  
D-Way Dinner 
5:55pm  
Large Groups 
6:00pm  
Choir Practice 
6:30pm  
Small Groups 
7:05pm  
Worship 
7:30pm  
AA Mtg—Ed Bldg 
7:45pm  
Youth Group 

28 
 
1:00pm 
Writing Group 
 
3:00—4:30pm 
Pastor Dave at 
McDonald’s 
 
6:00pm 
Worship Band  
Practice 

  


