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February 2020 

A Message from Pastor Dave… 
 
 
As many of you already know, we as a family were recently confronted with the truth of our own mortality. On Sat-
urday, January 23, Diane’s dad: Pastor James McBride, died at his home at Silver Creek on Main in Maple Grove.  
He had been living with stage four kidney failure and heart issues for a long time – and, to be truthful, he lived a 
lot longer than we expected after receiving the diagnosis.  Much of that is due to wonderful care he received from 
Hospice – and the care he received from my wife, Diane.   But even with all that said, his decline came rather 
quickly.   We talked to him on Wednesday, late afternoon, and could tell that things had taken a turn.  We immedi-
ately went into Maple Grove where we remained until he died on Saturday evening.  We are so grateful that just 
prior to his death, we had a change to Zoom with all of his grandchildren and some of his nieces – and each and 
every one of them were able to share their special memories of Jim, to say their good-byes, and to tell grandpa 
that he was loved.   And it wasn’t but two minutes after we ended the Zoom gathering that Diane’s dad, engulfed 
in love, breathed his last.  He was so ready – he wanted to be with his Savior – and he was at peace. 
 
Life has a beginning (birth) and an ending (death) – but too often we want to celebrate the one, but deny the oth-
er.  But then death comes – and any sense of denial is immediately thrown out the window.  We are mortal crea-
tures – none of us lives forever – and yet we seem to do everything under the sun to pretend that isn’t so.  But 
then a death occurs – we watch a spouse, a father or mother, a grandparent, or friend decline in health and slip 
away from us.  And in those times, we find ourselves facing the reality that one day, we too, will cease to be alive, 
that we too will die. 
 
This month we will begin another season of Lent – a season that begins on Ash Wednesday (February 17) – a 
day set aside in the Christian calendar for us to acknowledge that God is God and we are not, that God alone is 
immortal, and that were created from the dust of the earth, and one day, to dust we will all return.  Ash Wednes-
day is one of the most honest days of the year – for we not only acknowledge our mortality, but we also 
acknowledge our need to repent; to turn around, to have a change of mind, to turn from sin and to turn towards 
God’s grace and love.  It’s a day that we affirm that “all have sinned, and have fallen short”. 
 
Now, I know what many of you are thinking - It seems like we have been living in the season of Lent since last 
March – and in many ways we have.  These past months have been an ongoing Ash Wednesday/ Lent where we 
have been constantly confronted with our mortality; and the social unrest that we have experienced as a country 
around politics and race have been vivid reminders to us of our need for repentance – both individually and corpo-
rately as a nation – so that we might walk in God’s ways, and not our own. 
 
And as I result, many of you may not want to go through another season of Lent, or another Ash Wednesday (just 
like most of us would rather not face another death) – but both are part of life as people of faith – and while they 
both force us to deal with things we would rather deny – we need to remember to remember each so that we can 
acknowledge that, through Christ, neither sin, nor death, hold the final word for our lives. 
 
Rather, the season of Lent is a time when we journey to the cross with our Savior, and we are reminded that while 
we all fall short, while we all die, Jesus was faithful on our behalf – and because of Jesus we have forgiveness 
and the promise of life beyond the grave.  God does not abandon us in our sin, nor does God abandon us to 
death – but rather God so loved each and every one of us that God did for us what we could not do for ourselves.  
God forgave and forgives us – God defeated the power of death by raising Jesus from the grave so that we might 
not fear death, but rather see in death the gate to eternal life.   While in this world we face the realities of sin and 
death, God is always pointing us towards God’s Dream for us and for God’s world – a Dream where there is no 
more tears, no more sadness, no more sickness or death; a Dream where all are welcomed to the Feast of Victory 
– not because of anything we have done, or not done; but because of what God has done for us in Jesus. 
 
And because of that hope, that promise, that gift of grace – we can face our own mortality, we can face honestly 
our own brokenness – for we know that God’s love for us is so much greater than either! 
 
Your Servant in Christ, 
Pastor Dave 
 
P.S. On behalf of Diane and myself, and our family – thank you for all your prayers, words of support and comfort 
and acts of kindness – it was and is so greatly appreciated.  Our plan is to hold a memorial service once we can 
gather safely together. 
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Sunday Scripture Readings 
February 7 – Luke 7:1-17 
February 14 – Luke 9:28-45 
February 21 – Luke 9:51-62 
February 28 – Luke 13:1-9, 31-35 
 

In- Person Worship/Live Streaming 
We are now worshiping all together – whether you are in the sanctuary or watching online from home – at 9am 
each Sunday morning.  Online Zoom Fellowship and In-person Sunday school both begin at 10am. 
 
Ash Wednesday 
This year we will be offering one Ash Wednesday worship service at 6:30pm – both in-person (following the  
protocols we have in place) and live-streamed.  This will be a service of Holy Communion, but we will not be  
imposing ashes this year due to COVID. 
 
Lenten Worship 
Our Lenten Worship services will begin each Wednesday (February 24, March 3, March 10, March 17, March 
24th) at 6:30pm.  The service will be in-person (following the protocols we have in place) and live-streamed.   
Once again we will be using Holden Evening Prayer.   Also, once again we will be hearing from members of St. 
John’s who will be sharing with us how they live out their faith in their various callings in life.    

Zoom Conversation with the Pastors and St. John’s Friends 
We as pastors invite you to join us, and other St.John’s friends, on Zoom.  We are enjoying 
these times of conversation.  It has been fun to gather together, to see each other’s faces, 
and to share some laughs.  We will share the Zoom meeting invite link through Email blasts 
and we invite you to join us. 
               
               Pastor Dave will host on Wednesday nights from 8-9pm 
               Pastors will host Sunday morning Fellowship at 10:00am  

Church Office  
The church office continues to be closed for drop-in visits, and not all staff are working on site; but beginning January 1 both 
Andrea and Aleah will resume their normal work hours.     
            Andrea:  Mon and Friday 7am-3pm; Tues – Thurs.  8am –3pm 
            Aleah    Mon – Friday  9am-3pm 
 
We continue to ask that if people need to speak with any member of the staff that they would call ahead and make 
an appointment.  We want to limit the number of people who are in the main office at any given moment.   Staff, and any 
visitors, will be asked to wear a mask when they are in the main office area, or inside the church building.  Staff members 
who are in their offices (with their doors closed) will be able to remove their masks.  Staff members will meet with individu-
als, as needed, either in the Library, the Gathering area, or the Fellowship Hall, as needed. 
 
Again, in all of our actions, our top priority has been to protect the health and well-being of the members and guests of St. 
John’s.   We hope that people will understand that our cautioned response is based on love for our neighbor, grounded in 
the advice of health care workers, and based on the fact that there still remain too many unknowns regarding the virus.   .   
 
Our Covid Preparedness Plan calls for the following steps to be taken once the office is reopened: 
 

Limit the number of people in the office to maintain physical distancing. 
Members and friends wishing to meet/see staff will need to make an appointment 
before coming to the church. 
All will be encouraged to meet in the Fellowship Hall, Gathering Space, or Library instead of the  
Individual offices to allow for physical distancing. 

Communion Service at Annandale Care Center   
Our monthly services of Holy Communion are suspended until the Care Center lifts its visiting restrictions.   

Wednesday Offering Drop-Off/Communion Elements Pickup 
Each Wednesday between 4:30 and 5:30 individuals can drop by their weekly offerings at the church.  One 
of the pastors will be there to greet you.   Also, in the month of February, on February 10th and 24th you will 
be able to pick up pre-packaged Communion Elements for the following Sunday’s online service. 
 
Sanctuary Open for Prayer and Meditation 
Each Wednesday, between 4:30 and 5:30pm the sanctuary will be open for those who would like to spend 
some time in the sanctuary for prayer and reflection.  We simply ask that you wear a mask and practice 
physical distancing. 

v 

Treasurer's Report 
     
                                                          Monthly Income                  Monthly Expenses           Balance 
       
General Fund December 2020        $62,235.24                             $49,325.75           $26,439.96 
General Fund 2019 Monthly Avg.       $38,400.76                 $38,266.95   
       
Building Fund December 2020       $11,779.80                   $9,610.67           $30,985.66 
       
1.    The General Fund had a surplus of $12,909.49  during December 2020. A Transfer was made in December from the 
General Fund Savings to ensure that we maintain a positive balance in the General Fund.   
2.    We maintain a positive balance in the Building Fund. Mortgage payments are $9,587 monthly;  
       the interest rate is 4.5%. Loan matures 02-01-22.  

Old Business 
1.  Moving Forward Update: 
2. Strategic Plan Vision Team Update: In the process of putting together goals based on congregational input. 
3. Capital Campaign Update: 
4. Safety Plan Policy presented at February Council Meeting; upon approval training for ushers, greeter, volunteers, etc. 
will be held. 
5. January Stewardship Update: Theme “Growing a Culture of Generosity” 
Nominating Process Update: Waiting on one Council Member. 
New Business 
 2021 Budget 
Motion to recommend the proposed 2021 Budget as prepared to the Congregation for approval.  Jason Eastling, Carter Di-
ers MSP    
Approval of Endowment Grants: 
Motion to approve a total of $2945 in grants from the Endowment Committee.  Mary Iverson, Carter Diers MSP 
Mission Support: 
Motion to approve sending the remainder of our Mission Support to the ELCA Synod.  Patty Fasching, Jason Eastling MSP 
Ministries Update: Nothing to report 
Council Reminder:  Sign up for offering duties 
Upcoming Agenda Items:  Election of officers 
Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:09 pm.  Patty Fasching, Jason Eastling MSP 
Announcements/Closing:  The Lord’s Prayer 
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St. John’s Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes January 2020  
 
Approved:  
Date: January 18, 2021   Start:  7:04 pm    End: 9:09 pm 
 
Present: Linda Dirks, Mary Iverson, Jason Eastling, Patty Behrends, Hope Sykora, Alyssa 
Domagala, Jim Marsh, Ken Schumacher, Patty Fasching, Carter Diers, Dan Berg, Faith Mader, 
Pastor Alex, Pastor Dave 
 
Others Present: Molly Merril 
 
Scripture and Prayer:  Pastor Dave 
Call to Order: President called the meeting to order at 7:04 pm. 
 
Approval of Agenda:  Motion to approve the agenda as presented.  Ken Schumacher, Pat-
ty Behrends MSP 
Secretary’s Report:  Motion to approve the December Minutes as presented.  Carter Di-
ers, Patty Behrends MSP 
Treasurer’s Report:  Motion to approve the December Treasurer ’s report as presented.  Ken 
Schumacher, Patty Fasching MSP 
Executive Committee Actions:  Nothing to report 
 
Pastor Dave’s Report 
1. Constitution Update:  Updates were made to the ELCA model constitution at a Churchwide 
Assembly in 2019.  Copies of our Constitution with the prescribed changes are available on our 
website or by requesting a copy from the church office. 
2. Annual Staff Reviews will be completed in February 2021. 
3. Annual meeting: The annual meeting will be on January 31, 2021starting at 9:45 am through 
in person, Zoom or phone.  There will be an abbreviated agenda. 
4. Crow River Conference Assembly: Held via Zoom on February 28th at 2:00 pm. 
5. International Week of Prayer for Christian Unity: January 18-25) Theme is “Abide in my 
Love...You Shall Bear Much Fruit” based on John 15: 1-17. 
6. Parental Leave Update: Policy Review-6 weeks paid parental leave. 
7. Umngeni Circuit Prayer Request due to anxiety and concerns brought on due to COVID-19 
Pandemic. 
8. Money Counters:  More people are needed who are willing to come to the church to count 
the offering each week. 
9. Auditor Needed: One auditor is needed (3 year term) to conduct an internal audit of St. 
John’s financial records.  Returning auditors are Dave Holmgren and Blaine Barkley. 
10. Thank you to the Council for gifts from Petty Brothers at Christmas. 
135 Years of Ministry:  2021 marks the 135th Anniversary of St. John’s.  Look forward to an up-
coming special service to celebrate. 
 
Pastor Alex’s Report 
1.  In-person Services resumed January 17 along with a live stream on Facebook:  Over 50 
people in attendance in-person and over 75 people watching.  Sanctuary Recording means we 
do not have to pre-record worship. 
2. Zoom: we have a toll free number for people to join zoom meetings via phone call for free. 
CYF Updates: Sunday School, D-Way and Long Range Planning 
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2021 – 135th Anniversary of St. John’s 
This year marks our 135th year of ministry here in the Annandale area.   
We give thanks for God’s faithfulness throughout those many years, and we  
look forward to celebrating this important milestone together in the coming 
year.  

D-Way and Lenten Worship    
All D-Way youth (Grades 5-9) are expected to attend our midweek Lenten services as part of their confir-
mation process – either in-person or via our live stream. We especially hope that you will take this oppor-
tunity to worship together as families.  Beginning on February 17th (Ash Wednesday) – and continuing 
through March 24th – our Lenten worship services will begin at 6:30pm.  There will be no D-Way classes, 
but rather the Lenten services will serve as our D-Way class time throughout the season of Lent.  D-Way 
classes will resume on April 7th. 

Sacraments 
In regards to Baptisms, we invite you to contact the church office, and we will 
be glad to visit with you about the options that are available, according to the 
guidelines of the Health Department. 
 
We will be offering Holy Communion both in-person and “virtually” on the 2nd 
and 4th Sundays of each month.  Those communing online are will need to 
provide your own elements (e.g. wine or grape juice and bread) or you are 
invited to pick up elements at the church on the Wednesdays prior between 
4:30 and 5:30pm. 

Crow River Conference Assembly – February 28th 
We are looking for individuals who would be willing to represent St. John’s at our annual Crow River  
Conference Assembly.  This year the assembly will be online via Zoom.    
 
The agenda is as follows: 
 2pm: Login 
 2:15pm Welcome and Opening Devotions 
 2:20-3:00pm Guest Speaker: Pr. Karen Wight Hoogheem 
 3:00 - 3:30pm Business Meeting 
 
Guest Speaker information: Pr. Karen is an ELCA Pastor, who is studying spiritual direction at  
St. Catherine's University.  She has a passion for bringing Christian contemplative practices to people in 
mainline congregations and will speak to us on "Faith Practices" we can implement now to help nurture our 
faith lives. 
 
One of the positions we will be electing is a lay female to serve as a voting member to the ELCA Churchwide 
Assembly in Columbus, OH the summer of 2022.  If you are interested in being a nominee, or being a voting 
member to the Assembly, please contact Pastor Dave.   

Stewardship 2021 
Thank you to all who have returned their “estimate of giving” cards for 2021. If you haven’t yet returned 
yours, please do so as soon as possible. Everyone should have received an “estimate of giving” card in the 
mail the last week of January. If you didn’t receive one, or misplaced yours, please contact the church office.  

Endowment Committee News 
A gift to our Endowment Fund truly IS a gift that keeps on giving. Have you included the St. John’s En-
dowment in your estate plan?  There are a variety of options available to you. To learn about the many 
ways to make a planned gift, please contact the InFaith Community Foundation at 800-365-4172 (where 
our St. John’s Endowment is held) and they would be happy to explain them to you. 
 
Gifts and memorials are also another way you can support our Endowment Fund. Please know 
that we are grateful for each and every gift given to the St. John’s Endowment – no matter the 
size – whether it’s through your estate or as a gift in memory or in honor of someone. 

Installation of Elected Leaders – February 7th 
We will be formally installing all elected leaders to their positions of leadership during our worship 

service on Sunday, February 7th. 
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Offering Counters Needed… 
If you (or someone that you know!) would like to help out St. John's by serving as an Offering  Counter, we have a deal for 
you! We are in need of volunteers to help out counting and depositing funds from the Church.  
 
Offering Counters typically commit to 1-2 months per year (one day per week) in a team of two. This routinely takes an 
hour or less to complete. No experience is necessary, and anyone can help. 
  
If you are interested in helping, please contact the Church Office or Aleah Edwards directly at aedwards@stjohns-
annandale.org. This only takes a little of your time, and we will train you.  

Many Thanks   
 For everyone’s understanding and support as we try to navigate through these uncharted waters. 
 For all who have been sending in their offerings, dropping off them off on Wednesdays, or using one of 

our online giving options.  Your generosity, even in the midst of these trying times, is deeply appreciated. 
 For all who have returned their “Ready to Celebrate… Free to Dream” Capital Campaign pledge cards, 

and to all who contribute. 
 For all who have returned their “estimate of giving cards” for 2021’s General Fund. 
 For Pastor Alex, Aleah and Andrea who helped take down our Christmas decorations 
 For all those who are serving this winter on our Snow Removal Teams 
 For those who are serving as “worship buddies” and calling members of the congregation who don’t have 

online access so that they can listen via their phones.  If you don’t have a “worship buddy” – but would 
like one – please contact the church office.  

 For the members of the Strategic Planning Team, and their continued work 
 For all those who are providing leadership to our worship services and Sunday school and D-Way classes 

as we moved back to in person. 
 For those assisting with our new live streaming. 

Prayer Shawls are Available 
If you, or someone you know, could use a physical and tangible expression of God’s presence and love – we want you  
to know that prayer shawls are available.  Please contact the Church Office to reserve one or more – and you can either 
arrange to pick them up at the church, or if needed, there are folks who will deliver them to you.    

Looking for a Rental Place? 
Are you or someone you know looking for a place to rent?  Our White House will be available come April. It 
provides main floor bedroom and bathroom, kitchen, living room and laundry. There is also an upstairs  
bedroom and basement. It also comes with a one car garage. Current rent is $1150 plus utilities (but could be 
negotiable under the right circumstances).  If you are interested, please contact the church office. 

Usage of our Buildings by Other Groups 
It is the recommendation of the Moving Forward Team, endorsed by our Church Council,  that we focus on get-
ting “in person” worship, Sunday school, and D-Way functioning before we allow other groups to begin meeting 
in the building (the one exception being AA). 

Coming in March and April 
Installation of Elected Leaders – February 7th 
Souperbowl of Caring ---February 7th 
Ash Wednesday – February 17th 
Lenten Worship – February 24, March 3, 10, 17, and  24 
Crow River Conference Assembly – February 28th 
Lenten Worship – March 3, 10, 17 and 24 (D-Way youth are expected to participate) 
Daylight Savings – March 14th  
Birth of Pastor Alex and Gabbie’s baby – Due March  
Palm/Passion Sunday – March 28 
Maundy Thursday – April 1 
Good Friday – April 2 
Easter Sunday – April 4  
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Condolences  
Dave, Diane Nelson and Family - Death of Diane's father James McBride and brother Paul McBride  

Meredith Froehlick and Family—Death of Milt  
Family and friends of Barb Beals  

J, Angie, Eva and Anna McClelland - death of J’s mom  
Ruth Gruys and family - the death of Arnie   

 
Healing-Members of St. John’s 

Esther Hanlon - healing of her hand  
Colleen Vinkemeier - dialysis  

Janelle Nilson - back  
Patty Behrends - recovering from hip surgery  

Jenny Klein – Cancer Treatment 
Judy Peterson – Recovering from 2nd surgery 

  
Assisted Living/Care Center Facilities 

Ruth Gruys - Centennial Villa  
Barb Beals - Annandale Care Center  

LuVerna Anderson - Parkview Care Center, Buffalo  
Geraldine Nelson -  Annandale Care Center 
Lorenchia Scott - at Big Lake Assisted Living 

Barb Beals - at Annandale Care Center 
Elizabeth Olson -  Annandale Assisted Living 

 
Healing-Family & Friends of St. John’s 

Diane Barkley’s cousin - Dennis, recovering from open heart bypass surgery  
Kim – daughter of Dolly and Ron Alger – Cancer Treatment 

Judy Johnson – healing after shoulder surgery 
 

Support   
Alex Steffen – son of Lori Steffen 

Dasan Hood Beckman – son of Keith and Laura Hood Beckman 

Jessica Forness - Joint Base Goose Creek, SC - US Navy 

Lorenzo Swanson - Grandson of John & Diane Swanson; Camp Lejeune, NC—Marines 

Alec Swanson - Grandson of John & Diane Swanson-Charleston, SC  Air Force 

Seth & Samantha Johnson - Grandson of Lloyd & Maria Johnson; Norfolk, US Navy - deployed 

Sean & Courtney Johnson - Grandson of Lloyd & Maria Johnson; PT Hueneme, CA - U.S. Navy - deployed 

Robin (Ekholm) O’Connor & Jesse O’Connor - Daughter and son-in-law 

of Bryan & Lucy Ekholm; Washtington, Spokane - Fair Child Air Force Base 

McKenna and Jake Ekholm Malloy- Daughter of Bryan & Lucy Ekholm; 
St. Angello, TX - Air Force 

Teddy and Mavis Erickson  - Fort Bragg, North Carolina - Army 
Erin Schwanke - Daughter of Ron & Sue Schwanke; Coronado, CA- U.S. Navy   

 
Note: If a correction is needed or you would like a name removed or added please inform the church office.   

In an effort to keep the list current and accurate, we will be updating/removing prayer requests on a monthly basis;  
please contact  andrea@stjohns-annandale.org.   

 
Thank you! 

Keep Us In Your Prayers 
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