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A Message from Pastor Dave… 
 
“Exhausted.”  That’s my response to “How are you feeling?” these days.   As most of you know, I was tested positive for 
Covid-19.   My symptoms started on November 13th, I was tested on the 14th, and found out that I was positive on the 
15th.  My primary symptom was a fever.  I ran a fever for thirteen days – discovering at the end that I was also dealing 
with a secondary infection (sinus) when my fever spiked around day twelve to 102.9.  Some antibiotics took care of the 
secondary infection, and I’ve been fever free since Thanksgiving Day.   But the ongoing issue is fatigue and feelings of 
exhaustion.   That is a rather normal part of recovering from Covid-19 – and so I will just need to be patient.   From what I 
have read, it could take weeks before I am back to full strength.    
 
I am certainly grateful for all your prayers and Facebook messages.   As you battle Covid-19 you not only deal with the 
symptoms, but you also live with a heightened anxiety and fear that your condition could take a turn for the worse.  I am 
grateful that my bout wasn’t any worse than it was, and that Diane’s case was on the mild side as well.  It was great to 
know that we were being surrounded by your prayers and well wishes. 
 
But I would bet that you also might want to answer the question “How are you?” these days with the same response: Ex-
hausted!   This has been an exhausting year – and sadly, some of the worse days may lie ahead – that is, until the vac-
cine is readily available.    
 
It’s been a year of lots of losses – and we are all exhausted because of the grief we carry.   For some it’s the grief of a 
death – maybe from Covid-19, maybe not – but either way, you were most likely not able to gather with family and friends 
the way you would have liked to – and that just added grief upon grief.   For others, you are exhausted because these 
months have caused economic stress for you and your family either due to the loss of a job, or because you have had to 
close your business for long stretches of time.  For others, you are exhausted because you have been forced to work 
from home – while, at the same time, trying to balance all of your other responsibilities (for some of you that has meant 
helping your children with online learning).   And then there are those who had to cancel or postpone major family events 
(weddings, birthday celebrations, etc) – and that has created its own disappointment and exhaustion.  And I haven’t even 
mentioned that we have also lived through a very contentious political election and deep social unrest at the same time.  
We are an exhausted people. 
 
And now we face the upcoming Christmas season, and we find ourselves becoming exhausted even more – because 
how are we to celebrate Christmas the way we would like during a pandemic that seems to be growing worse by the 
day?   Well, maybe that’s the first thing we need to do – we need to realize that this year isn’t going to be like previous 
years.   This Christmas season is going to be different – very different - and it needs to be different for our own health, 
and the health of our neighbors.  It needs to be different for the sake of our healthcare workers and first responders who 
find themselves at the breaking point.   
 
And friends, it’s OK that Christmas will be different this year.  It’s just one year.  Making changes this year will hopefully 
protect those we love, and allow us to celebrate with them next year.   So, I invite you to let go of some of the expecta-
tions that this time of the year often carries.  Make this a more simple Christmas – less hectic – less running – and rather, 
use the time to quietly reflect on that which has not, nor will it ever, change – that Christmas is about God becoming 
“Emmanuel” – God with us.   
 
For that is what has allowed us to get through these exhausting months – the promise that God is with us – a strength 
beyond our own strength – a love deeper than we can ever imagine – and a promise that nothing, not even a pandemic, 
can ever separate us from the God who calls each of us: “Beloved.” 
 
May you all experience peace and rest this Christmas season.    
 
Your Servant in Christ, 
Pastor Dave 

https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsannandale
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Sunday Scripture Readings 
December 6 – Joel 2:12-13, 28-29 
December 13 – Isaiah 61:1-11 
December 20 – Luke 1:26-45 [46-56] 
December 27 – Luke 2:21-38 
January 3 – Luke 2:41-52 
January 10 – Luke 3:1-22 

In-Person Worship 
Due to rising Covid numbers, and in response to the latest recommendations of the Health Department, we are suspending in-
person worship beginning this Sunday, December 6 through mid-January.  We will continue to provide our online worship as 
normal. 
 
We are looking to offer a 30 minute Parking Lot Christmas Eve worship service at 4:30pm  - please watch for more details.  We 
will also provide both a Christmas Eve and a Christmas Day online worship service, as well.. 
 
Please take all precautions to keep yourself and others safe. 
 
-The Church Council 
 
Online Sunday Worship   
Each Sunday you are encouraged to join us for worship at 8:30 on Facebook Premier.   You will be able to say “hello” to others in real 
time using the chat.   We also hope that you will use the chat to share prayer concerns, to comment on the one thing that you are going 

to take away from the worship service, or to share where you are seeing God these days, etc. 
 
Once the Premier has taken place, the worship service continues to be available on our St. John’s Facebook page so that you can 

watch at your own convenience, and you will also find a link to the worship service on our website. 

Wednesday Offering Drop-Off/Communion Elements Pickup 
Each Wednesday between 4:30 and 5:30 individuals can drop by their weekly offerings at the church. 
One of the pastors will be there to greet you.  Also, in the month of December, on December 9th and 

December 23rd you can pick up pre-packaged Communion Elements. 

Zoom Conversation with the Pastors and St. John’s Friends 
We, as pastors, invite you to join us and other St. John’s friends on Zoom.  We are enjoying this times of conversation. It has been fun 
to gather together, to see each other’s faces, and to share lots of laughs. We will share the Zoom meeting invite link on through Email 
blasts and we invite you to join us. 
               
     Pastor Dave will host on Wednesday nights from 8-9pm 
          Pastors will host Sunday morning Fellowship at 10:15am  

Christmas Worship 
We already know that this Christmas will not be like Christmases past due to the current pandemic.   
 
Our plan is as follows: 
 
Christmas Eve:   Online Worship Premier at 3pm 
                             Parking Lot Worship at 4:30pm 
 
Christmas Day    Online Worship Premier at 8:30am      
 
Holy Communion will be celebrated online on both Christmas Eve and Christmas Day – you are invited to pick up packaged elements 
on Wednesday, December 23rd between 4:30 and 5:30pm. 

Wednesday D-Way and Sunday School Update 
Due to rising Covid numbers, the Church Council approved a mid-winter break for both Sunday school and D-Way.    
There will be no D-Way or Sunday school in-person classes between Thanksgiving and mid-January.   
If numbers allow, we will resume both in January.   
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Condolences  
Jolene and Devin Davidson and family - at the death of Devin's dad: Daniel  

Brett and Ann Howard and family  - at the death of Brett’s dad: Marvin  
Dahnke Family and Friends  - the death of Verna  

Strand Family and Friends - death of Hazel  
Nancy and Dan Berg and extended family - the death of their nephew: Shaun  

Margaret Groop and family - at the death of Ed  
Scott and Lori Fleischacker - at the death of Lori’s sister Debbie and brother Alan 

 
 

Healing-Members of St. John’s 
Esther Hanlon - healing of her hand  

Colleen Vinkemeier - dialysis  
Janelle Nilson - back  

Patty Behrends - recovering from hip surgery  
Jenny Klein – Cancer Treatment 

Judy Peterson – Cancer Treatment 
Joyce Wadman's daughter - Erin Wadman (and safety for her husband and two preschoolers) as Erin has covid  

  
Assisted Living/Care Center Facilities 

Milt Froehlick (Meredith) - Annandale Care Center  
Barb Beals - Annandale Care Center  

LuVerna Anderson - Parkview Care Center, Buffalo  
Geraldine Nelson -  Annandale Care Center 
Lorenchia Scott - at Big Lake Assisted Living 

Barb Beals - at Annandale Care Center 
Elizabeth Olson -  Annandale Assisted Living 

 
Healing-Family & Friends of St. John’s 
Kim – daughter of Dolly and Ron Alger – Cancer Treatment 

Judy Johnson – healing after shoulder surgery 
 

Support   
Alex Steffen – son of Lori Steffen 

Dasan Hood Beckman – son of Keith and Laura Hood Beckman 

Jessica Forness - Joint Base Goose Creek, SC - US Navy 

Lorenzo Swanson - Grandson of John & Diane Swanson; Camp Lejeune, NC—Marines 

Alec Swanson - Grandson of John & Diane Swanson-Charleston, SC  Air Force 

Seth & Samantha Johnson - Grandson of Lloyd & Maria Johnson; Norfolk, US Navy - deployed 

Sean & Courtney Johnson - Grandson of Lloyd & Maria Johnson; PT Hueneme, CA - U.S. Navy - deployed 

Robin (Ekholm) O’Connor & Jesse O’Connor - Daughter and son-in-law 

of Bryan & Lucy Ekholm; Washtington, Spokane - Fair Child Air Force Base 

McKenna and Jake Ekholm Malloy- Daughter of Bryan & Lucy Ekholm; 
St. Angello, TX - Air Force 

Teddy and Mavis Erickson  - Fort Bragg, North Carolina - Army 

Erin Schwanke - Daughter of Ron & Sue Schwanke; Coronado, CA- U.S. Navy   
 

Note: If a correction is needed or you would like a name removed or added please inform the church office.   
In an effort to keep the list current and accurate, we will be updating/removing prayer requests on a monthly basis;  

please contact  andrea@stjohns-annandale.org.   

 
Thank you! 

Keep Us In Your Prayers 
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Our monthly service of Holy Communion will be May 3 at 1:30pm. While this worship service is intended for             
s members who are residents at the Care Center and Centennial Villa apartments, it is open to all           
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Sacraments 
In regards to Baptisms, we invite you to contact the church office, and we will be glad to visit with you about the options that are  
available, according to the guidelines of the Health Department. 
 
We will be offering Holy Communion “virtually” and “in-person” on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month. Those communing online  
will need to provide your own elements (e.g. wine or grape juice and bread) or they will be able to pick up elements at the church on 
Wednesdays between 4:30 and 5:30pm. 
 
The Communion elements for our “in-person” worship services will be prepackaged.  Individuals will pick up their “elements” when  
they enter, and will take them to their seats.   The congregation will then open the elements and commune together when instructed by  
one of the pastors.  The pastor(s) will lead the Communion service from the chancel and will not hand the elements directly to the  
communicants. 

St. John's Lutheran Cemetery Committee 
The St. John's Lutheran Cemetery Committee is in charge of seeing to the maintenance and upkeep of the St. John's Ceme-
tery.  Funding for the cemetery is independent of all other church funds.  Should you choose to make a donation in honor of or in 
memory of a veteran  (or loved one) for Veterans' Day there are envelopes and a drop-box for this purpose available on-site at St. 
John's. (Please make checks payable to "St. John's Lutheran Cemetery Committee).   
Thank you and Stay Safe, The St. John's Lutheran Cemetery Committee 

Communion Service at Annandale Care Center   
Our monthly services of Holy Communion are suspended until the Care Center lifts its visiting restrictions.   

Stewardship 2021 
If you have been wondering if you missed information regarding our fall stewardship program – rest assured, you have not.   Due to our 
Strategic Planning process, Covid issues, and the holiday season – we will be conducting our  Stewardship process for 2021 in January.   
We will invite individuals to return their “estimate of giving cards for 2021” on Sunday, January 31st 

Constitutional Updates 
Last year we should have presented and passed amendments to our Constitution based on the changes made to the ELCA Model  
Constitution at the Churchwide Assembly last summer; but we forgot to give the required 30 day notice.  So, we will be acting on those 
amendments at our annual meeting on Sunday, January 31st.   These amendments pertain only to those parts of our constitution that 
are required of congregations within the ELCA.  None of the changes will impact our current practices here at St. John’s. Copies of the 
proposed changes will be made available online – or in printed form upon request by the end of December. 

2021 – 135
th

 Anniversary of St. John’s 
Next year will mark our 135th year of ministry here in the Annandale area.  We give thanks for God’s faithfulness throughout those many 
years, and we look forward to celebrating this important milestone together in the coming year.  

Church Office  
The church office continues to be closed for drop-in visits, and not all staff are working on site.  We ask that if people need to speak 
with a member of the staff that they would call ahead and make an appointment.  We want to limit the number of people who are in the 
main office at any given moment.   Staff, and any visitors, will be asked to wear a mask when they are in the main office area, or inside 
the church building.  Staff members who are in their offices (with their doors closed) will be able to remove their masks.  Staff members 
will meet with individuals, as needed, either in the Library, the Gathering area, or the Fellowship Hall, as needed. 
 
Again, in all of our actions, our top priority has been to protect the health and well-being of the members and guests of St. John’s.   We 
hope that people will understand that our cautioned response is based on love for our neighbor, grounded in the advice of health care 
workers, and based on the fact that there still remain too many unknowns regarding the virus.   .   
 
Our Covid Preparedness Plan calls for the following steps to be taken once the office is reopened: 
 

Limit the number of people in the office to maintain social distancing. 
Members and friends wishing to meet/see staff will need to make an appointment before coming to the church. 
All will be encouraged to meet in the Fellowship Hall, Gathering Space, or Library instead of the Individual offices to allow  
for physical distancing. 

Usage of our Buildings by Other Groups 
It is the recommendation of the Moving Forward Team, endorsed by our Church Council, that we focus on getting “in person” worship, 
Sunday school, and D-Way functioning before we allow other groups to begin meeting in the building (the one exception being AA). 

Sunset Ridge Needs 
The men at Sunset Ridge are in need of Twin Sheets and pillow cases (any color or pattern – new or used). Also, men’s clothing of all 
sizes is always needed.  If you have questions, please contact Mary Iverson. Items can be delivered to Mary’s home, or if needed, she 
will come and pick them up.  Please call ahead of time.   
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Nominating Process 
Our Nominating Committee will soon begin the process of calling forth the gifts of leadership that will be needed as we move forward 
into another year of ministry and mission.   If you are interested in having your name considered for either the Church Council, or for 
the Nominating Committee – please contact Pastor Dave or let one of the members of the Nominating Committee know.  Please keep 
this very important process in your prayers, and if asked to serve, please prayerfully take the time needed to consider the call to lead-
ership within our congregation.   If you have any questions regarding the process, please contact one of this year’s Nominating Com-
mittee members: Diane Barkley, Steve Miller, David Burd, Vicki Green, Jennifer Kulm and Cory Nelson  

Treasurer's Report 
     
                                                          Monthly Income                  Monthly Expenses           Balance 
       
General Fund October 2020              $31,031.08                             $32,713.22           $6,963.47 
General Fund 2019 Monthly Avg.       $38,400.76                 $38,266.95   
       
Building Fund October 2020                    $14,966.84                   $9,610.67           $31,078.16 
       

1.    The General Fund had $1,682.14 more in expenses than income during October, 2020.  
2.    We maintain a positive balance in the Building Fund. Mortgage payments are $9,587 monthly;  
       we are currently paying interest only at 4.5%. Loan matures 02-01-22.  

New Bishop Elections in 2021                                                                                                
Bishop Jon Anderson has shared that he will not be seeking another term as bishop, and so that means we will be electing a new 
bishop next year.   The process for electing a bishop has changed.  This time the following steps will be taken: 
 
      1) Each voting Member of a Congregation (that’s you) can pre-identify an individual from the ELCA Roster 
      2) Each congregation is able to pre-identify an individual 
      3) Each conference can pre-identify up to five individuals 
 
Later this month we will receive the pre-identification forms.  Individuals/Congregations will have until Feb. 15, 2021 to pre-identify 
individuals. Conferences will have until March 25, 2021.  Such people should be contacted before self-identifying them so that they 
are open to be pre-identified, and so that you can provide their current contact information and the specific gifts that they would bring 
to the office.  This information will then be made available to voting members prior to our Synod Assembly next year  

Ready to Celebrate…Free to Dream  
Ready to Celebrate 
We are grateful for all those who have returned their pledge cards.   Thus far we have received just over half of the pledge cards that 
we received three years ago.  If you have returned your pledge card – THANK YOU!  If you haven’t yet returned your card, please do 
so at your earliest convenience.  Remember that all gifts, great and small, are needed to meet our goal of paying off our mortgage in 
February of 2022.  That’s why we are getting “ready to celebrate”!!!!  If you have misplaced your pledge card you can either call the 
church office and request a new card, or you can fill out your pledge card online via our website.      
 
Free to Dream 
As we get ready to burn the mortgage, we are also taking this time to focus on our vision and mission moving forward.  We are grateful 
for all those who have participated in the congregational events that we held, and who completed a survey, and who continue to read 
and reflect on the weekly devotionals – adding your thoughts to our online bulletin board.  We are also extremely grateful to our Strate-
gic Planning team members:  Steve Niklaus, Diane Barkley, Carter Diers, Lori Hausken or David Rose who have been conversing with 
community leaders regarding the needs our community and ways that we could partner together.       
 
In short, this process has involved lots and lots of listening.  And we are excited to begin to see some strong themes emerging.  As we 
have stated before, this will not be a top-down strategic plan, but rather a strategic plan that comes from God through you.  By the end 
of the process we will have identified and clarified our mission/vision/core values; we will have identified ministry goals and objectives; 
and we will have a clear community embraced vision of where God is leading us. 
 
Then, and only then, once we have all that in place will we consider how our current building space either helps or hinders us in carry-
ing out that vision.  But it is our hope and prayer that by that stage of the process, having a vision in place that has been birthed by the 
Spirit from out of our congregation, we will have what we need to guide any and all building discussions, as well as any future staff 
discussions.    
 
So, as you can see, these next two years are going to be very exciting in the life of our congregation.   Our goal is to have the strategic 
planning process completed by late spring of 2021, but will have some preliminary items to share with the Council and congregation in 
January.  Please keep this process in your prayers. 
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Prayer Concerns                                                                                                                        
During these days, we want to continue to pray for you, and for all who have health concerns or special needs, those 
who are experiencing life’s joys or difficult challenges, those who are grieving losses of all kinds. Please contact the 
church office with your prayer concerns and let us know if you would like them shared publicly, or if you would rather 
have them included in our prayers as a staff each week. We would invite you to use the following daily prayer guide in 
your own personal prayers: 
 
Sunday:   Prayers for the Sick and for their families. Prayers for healing and comfort 
Monday:  Prayers for Healthcare Workers, First Responders, all Essential Workers.  Prayers for protection and strength.                                                                                    
Tuesday: Prayers for the Vulnerable, for those with Underlying Health Concerns or Compromised Immune Systems.   
     Prayers for protection and for others to provide for their needs. 
Wednesday: Prayers for the Unemployed or whose hours have been cut. Prayers that they would receive the  
                      assistance that is available to them. 
Thursday:  Prayers for our Leaders, those who are making tough decisions.  
                   Prayers for wisdom, compassion, and empathy. 
Friday:  Prayers for students and families and for Teachers. Prayers for patience, for understanding, and for personal  
             discipline.  Prayers of thanksgiving for the gifts of technology. Prayers for all who teach – who are having to learn 
             new ways of teaching and caring for their students. 
Saturday:  Prayers for the Church – for all the baptized as we live out our calling to be the Church in new ways.   
                 Prayers for pastors, for church staffs, and for all the baptized who are learning how to live out their daily  
                 callings in new ways. Prayers for perseverance, for strength, for new ways to share the love of Jesus.  

Many Thanks   
 For everyone’s understanding and support as we try to navigate through these uncharted waters. 
 For all who have been sending in their offerings, dropping off them off on Wednesdays, or using one of 

our online giving options.  Your generosity, even in the midst of these trying times, is deeply appreciated. 
 For all who have returned their “Ready to Celebrate… Free to Dream” Capital Campaign pledge cards. 
 To Pastor Alex and Emily Combs who have been doing all the recording and editing of our Sunday wor-

ship services, and for all who have shared those services with friends. 
 To all those who are serving this winter on our Snow Removal Teams 
 Those who are serving as “worship buddies” and calling members of the congregation who don’t have 

online access so that they can listen via their phones.  If you don’t have a “worship buddy” – but would 
like one – please contact the church office.  

 For the members of this year’s Nominating Team as they begin the process of calling forth the gifts of 
leadership within our congregation; 

Endowment Committee News 
Each year we are able to provide helpful support to congregational, local and churchwide ministries thanks to the generosity of those 

who have given gifts to our Endowment Fund.   A gift to our Endowment Fund truly IS a gift that keeps on giving. 
Have you included the St. John’s Endowment in your estate plan?  There are a variety of options available to you. To learn about the 
many ways to make a planned gift, please contact the InFaith Community Foundation at 800-365-4172 (where our St. John’s Endow-

ment is held) and they would be happy to explain them to you. 
 
Gifts and memorials are also another way you can support our Endowment Fund.   Please know that we are grateful for each and  
every gift given to the St. John’s Endowment – no matter the size – whether it’s through your estate or as a gift in memory or in honor 
 of someone.   
 
AND SPEAKING OF THE BENEFITS OF OUR ENDOWMENT FUND … IT’S THAT TIME OF THE YEAR AGAIN.  It’s time to give 

some money away.   Members of St. John’s are encouraged to participate by filling out an Endowment Grant Application.  
Grant applications are available on our website, or by contacting the church office.    
 
What are the Grant applications for?   Well, do you know of a ministry, either within or outside of our congregation that could use a little 
“financial boost” – a ministry that is consistent with our ministry to “experience, live and share the love of Jesus Christ”?  The Endowment 
Team invites you to fill out an application and return it to the church office by Tuesday, December  29th.   The Endowment Team will 

then meet to award grants, so that those grants can be approved by the Church Council at their December meeting. 


