December 2017

From Pastor Dave...

Let’s End the Year Strong

St. John’s has had a history of ending the
year exceptionally well financially! We
Advent
have normally received one and a half
unday, December 3rd, marks the
times the regular offerings in December
beginning of a new Church Year, as we do in a normal month! This history
and the beginning of the season of of December generosity has really been a
Advent. Since the color of the
to this congregation, and this
season is BLUE—you are encouraged to blessing
year
I
believe
will be no different. Let’s
wear something blue that Sunday (yes,
end
the
year
strong!
Let us always
blue jeans are appropriate!) Knowing
remember
that
together,
by God’s grace
that the “holiday season” isn’t an easy
we
have
all
that
we
need!
time for people who are grieving, ill,
dealing with life’s struggles, etc. We
Advent, Christmas, and New Year
will be providing “Healing Prayers”
Blessings
THAT Sunday, December 3, and again
This is a special time of the year and I
on the fifth Sunday as usual, December
pray that you will experience, in a new
31.
and profound way, the wonder of what it
Once again we are inviting members/
families of the congregation to sign up to means that is WITH US! I pray that you
will experience God’s presence in the
light the candles of the Advent wreath
and to lead in the Advent Wreath prayer. “waiting” and the “anticipation” of
Advent; in the joy and “wonder” of
Please sign up for a Sunday at the
Christmas; and in the “excitement” and
Welcome Desk.
“possibilities” of a new year!

S

Communion Each Sunday During
Advent/Christmas

Inside this issue:
55+ Potluck

3

Thank You

4

New “Life

4

Outreach/
Hospitality

5

Christmas

6

Annual
Reports Due

6

Council Report 7

Thank you!

I want to say thank you to the people of
St. John’s for the wonderful celebration
of my 35th Ordination Anniversary, and
my 10th Anniversary here at St. John’s!
Thanks for all the kind words, cards, and
gifts, all were greatly appreciated! Thank
Nominating Process
you for those who came and participated
Our Nominating Committee has begun
in the time between services when I
the process of calling forth the gifts of
shared some of the songs that I have
leadership that will be needed as we
written during my time here at St. John’s.
move forward into another year of
It’s always fun to sing them, and it’s even
ministry and mission. I hope that you
better to hear others sing along! Finally, I
will keep this very important process in
want to thank my wife for putting
your prayers, and if asked you will
together the slide show...wow, what
prayerfully take the time needed to
memories! It’s hard to believe 35 years
consider the call to leadership within our have passed, and it seems like yesterday!
congregation. If you have any questions Again thank you for your love and
regarding the process please contact on
support!
of this year’s Nominating Committee
members: Penny Hogberg, Nancy Berg, In Christ,
Pastor Dave
Valerie Nelson, Donna Jacobson,
Marilyn Hallstrom, and Carrie Pilgrim.
The Worship and Music team has once
again decided that during the seasons of
Advent and Christmas we will celebrate
Holy Communion at each and every
Sunday worship service.
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“RAISE THE ROOF ON THE UMNGENI CIRCUIT CENTER
You may have heard about the fund raising goals in the Crow River Conference. The funds are intended
for the circuit center in the Umngeni Circuit in South Africa. Our brothers and sisters in the faith have
had a dream for about 7 years to build this circuit center. Walls have been constructed and the South
Africans have pledges for the inside fixtures, windows, plumbing, electrical, etc. The circuit was about
$20,000 short and they have been unable to put a roof on their building.
The Crow River Partnership Committee has never been involved in this kind of project but they felt
called to respond to this great need. All 19 churches in the conference were contacted and funds were
requested from their groups and individual members. Large and small churches have responded with
generous contributions. Our partnership committee is pleased to report we are getting close to our goal.
At this time we need to get all donations transferred to Lisa Radke, our conference treasurer. When all
the money is collected at the conference level it will be transferred in one amount to the Synod
Office. January is the end of the fiscal year for the SW MN Synod so everything will then be transferred
to South Africa and the Umngeni Circuit can resume construction.
A dream of the Crow River Partnership group is to have representation from each congregation involved
in their group. If you have an interest in global relationships/missions or feel a call to be involved in this
great group please call me, Peg Hatlestad, 507-530-6248 or tell your pastor about your desire to become
involved. Our group would love to have you!! The next meeting will be Monday, February 5th at
7:00PM at Zion Lutheran Church in Litchfield.
Romans 1:8 “First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is being
reported all over the world.” Indeed, it is! Your generosity is sincerely appreciated!!

In Need of Prayer?
People at St. John’s are ready to pray for and with you, in times of joy and in times of
need. To activate this prayer ministry please contact the church office. Only the
information you choose to share will be passed on to the Prayer Ministry participants.
Please understand that if you are calling on behalf of another person, in order to respect
the right of privacy, and for the sake of confidentiality, you must have that individual’s
permission before we can activate the prayer ministry and pray for them by name. Also,
please know that our prayer ministry is ALWAYS open to additional participants. If
you would like to be included in either the Prayer Chain (where you would receive a
telephone contact) or email prayer group, please contact the church office.

Pastoral Visits
Please call the church office to let us know if you desire a pastoral visit, especially if you
are going to be hospitalized. If it is an emergency, feel free to call Pastor Dave at home.

Endowment Committee News
Have you included the St. John’s Endowment in your estate plan? There are a variety of options available
to you. To learn about the many ways to make a planned gift, please contact the InFaith Community
Foundation at 800-365-4172 (where our St. John’s Endowment is held) and they would be happy to explain them to you.
Gifts and memorials given to our Endowment Fund help us to enhance our mission and outreach as a congregation. Please know that we are grateful for each and every gift given to the St. John’s Endowment –
no matter the size – whether it’s through your estate or as a gift in memory or in honor of someone. Such
gifts allow us to support worthwhile ministries within and beyond our congregation!
BY THE WAY… IT’S THAT TIME OF THE YEAR AGAIN! It’s time to give some money away!!!
Members of St. John’s are encouraged to participate by filling out an Endowment Grant Application!
Grant applications are available at the Welcome Desk. What are the Grant applications for? Well, do
you know of a ministry, either within or outside our congregation, that could use a little “financial boost”
– a ministry that is consistent with our ministry to “experience, live and share the love of Jesus Christ”?
The Endowment Team invites you to fill out an application and return it to the church office by Sunday,
December 3rd. The Endowment Team will then meet to award grants, so that those grants can be approved by the Church Council at their December meeting.
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Kiwanis “Share Your Christmas” Breakfast

December 3 is the date for the annual Kiwanis “Share Your Christmas” Breakfast at
St. Ignatius Catholic Church. The menu includes pancakes, egg bake, sausages, etc.
You won’t go away hungry, and in the process you will support our local Share Your
Christmas efforts which make such a difference in the lives of so many. Tickets are
available from and Kiwanis member, or at the door.

Sunday Scripture Readings

December 3
December 10
December 17
December 24
December 31

~~
~~
~

Daniel 3:1, 8-30 and John 18:36-37
Ezekiel 37:1-14 and John 11:25-26
Isaiah 55: 1-11 and John 4:13-14
John 1:1-18 and Psalm 96:7-10
John 1:19-34 and Psalm 32:1-2

Share Your Christmas

Don’t forget to pick an ornament from the tree in the Gathering area. Gifts need to
be wrapped and the tag from the tree attached to the wrapped gift. Gifts need to be
under the tree by Friday, December 15. If you have questions see Joyce Wadman
or Diane Barkley.
55+ Potluck on December 12 at 11:30am
Join us for this special time together!
- Christmas Carols and Hymns accompanied by Arlene Sands.
- A visit for Santa Clause - now we’ll find out who is naughty and nice!
- Gift exchange (bring a gift according to your gender…$5 value.)
- Delicious Food
It is helpful if you can sign-up at the Welcome Desk to let us know you are coming.
Bring your own utensils, if possible. Wear your Christmas sweater or something red!
***No 55 + in January***

Holiday Fair

December 2 from 9:00am to 1:00pm we will have our annual St. John’s WELCA
Holiday Fair. Come enjoy many different types of items including, but not
limited to Bakery, Crafts, Treasures, Collectibles, Antiques, and Luncheon/Lefsa.

2018 Offering Envelopes
2018 offering envelopes will be mailed out on December 11(except Simply Giving
participants): please let the church office know if you have not yet received them by
December 15. Chances are your 2018 envelope number has changed. Please use only
your 2018 offering envelopes in the coming year. Dispose of your old 2017 envelopes.
Contributions for 2017 must be received by December 31 in the church office.
Thank you - Bonnie Schmidt, Financial Administrator.
Communion Service at Annandale Care Center
Our monthly service of Holy Communion will be December 1 at 1:30pm. While this
worship service is intended for all St. John’s members who are residents at the Care
Center and Centennial Villa Apartments, it is open to ALL residents, family, and
friends. St. John’s will also be leading worship at the Care Center on Sunday,
December 3, at 1:30.

Sunset Ridge Christmas
The Tuesday morning Bible studies and any and all who are interested will be going
out to Sunset Ridge and providing some “Christmas Cheer” to the men who live there.
We will be bringing them gifts, doing some caroling, and (thanks to a Thrivent Action
Grant) providing them the fixings for a Christmas Dinner (the kind they don’t usually
get to enjoy.) We will gather at the church at 11:30am on Tuesday, December 19.
If you want to bring cookies, please have them in the St. John’s kitchen by 10:30am Nov 19.

Donations - Our friends at Sunset Ridge could use some clothing items. If you have
any of the following items at home and would like to donate them, please let Mary
Iverson know. Jeans - (2) 34x34, (2) 34x31, (1) 32x30, (1) 33x32, (1) 44x30, (1) 36x32
Tennis shoes - Sz 10

Sweatpants - Sz Med Ankle Sox
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Worship

We’ve recently added and implemented a worship program called “ProPresenter” for our worship
media production. This replaces the out of date PowerPoint that was previously being used. This
will stream line preparing the slides, etc., as well as allow for audio/video capabilities. We plan to
have some training for this new program as well as our sound board. Our hope will be that this will
improve the overall worship experience. Dates will be Wed., Dec. 6; Wed., Dec 13; Wed., Dec 20
(all at 7:00pm) Please let Pastor Alex know if you will be attending.
Do you play an instrument? Do you like to sing? We are looking to add members to the
Contemporary Worship team. If you sing or play an instrument - guitar, bass, drums, violin, cello,
mandolin, banjo, or any other instruments, please let Pastor Alex know. We are also looking for
more people to run our sound system and worship slides. No prior experience is needed as you
will be trained how to operate them.

Life Groups

Starting in Lent, we are looking to start a small group opportunity for our congregation. “Life
groups” will be an opportunity for us to gather together with people in similar seasons of life. (ex.
Young adults, couples, young moms, retirees, men, etc.) If you are interested in leading a group or
have questions about what that would entail, please contact Pastor Alex.

Communion Assistants’ Training

We will be offering a brief training for any and all adults/confirmed youth who would like to serve
as a Communion Assistant. Training will be offered following each service on Sunday, December 3.
Simply gather at the front of the church following the service for a brief orientation, and a chance to
ask questions.

Genesis Bible Study - Last day is December 6.
Ruth & Rachel Circle - Meet at church at 11:30 on Wednesday, December 13
for Christmas Potluck and Bible Study.

~ To the Nominating Team as they begin the process of calling forth the gifts of leadership
within our congregation.
~ To Mark Nelson for 30 years of service as our Chancel Choir Director; and to Bonnie
Schmidt for 30 years of service as our Office Administrator/Financial Secretary.
~ To all who provided food and assisted with serving the Funeral Luncheon for Jim
Marohn; and for Jim Peterson and Milt Froehlich for their assistance, as well.
~ To all who helped serve and who supported the Precious Gifts Preschool Spaghetti
Dinner Fundraiser.
~ To those who served as adult chaperones and drivers for our Jr. High Youth Gathering.
~ To the Chancel Choir for hosting our annual Pie Potluck on Thanksgiving Eve, and for
All who provided pies.
~ To Arlene Sands, Ken Schumacher, and Dan Fasching for sharing your musical talents
at our 55+ Bingo.
~ To all those who have agreed to serve on this year’s Snow Shoveling Teams, hopefully
You are not needed much!
~ To all who have returned their Estimates of Giving for 2018!
~ To Steve Miller, Treasurer, the Ministry Teams, Bonnie, and the Church Council as they
work to prepare the 2018 budget.
~ To our Sunday school and Preschool leaders as thy prepare their kids for their respective
Christmas programs.
~ To those who have volunteered to help in the office as Chrystal takes on more
responsibilities.
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From Pastor Alex...

It’s hard to believe we have been at St. John’s for over two months. We feel so much love and
support here, which certainly reassures our feelings of being called to St. John’s. We are so very
grateful for the “meet and greet” meetings we’ve had. It was a great opportunity to meet many of the
St. John’s family. We look forward to continuing to grow in relationship and faith together. I would
love to grab coffee, or lunch with those that I didn’t have a chance to chat with at the meetings.
As we move into the Advent and Christmas season, we prepare for what is to come. We wait in a
anticipation for the Christ child to be born. We wait in anticipation for the Savior of our world to put
on flesh and walk this earth. As we prepare, and wait with much anticipation and excitement, may
we remember that not everyone feels that joy. Not everyone is able to smile this Christmas season.
Not everyone is in a season of life that is filled with joy, excitement, happiness and hope. During
this time of Advent, may we challenge ourselves to look at those around us. How can we be present
with them in their hardship or heartache? May we learn to offer ourselves, all of ourselves, to
walking with others in their struggles. May we be Christ with flesh on to all people. May we serve,
support, forgive, and love all people.
In Christ,
Pastor Alex

Matamba
Look for the Merry Christmas Matamba tree again this Advent and Christmas season as
we remember our brothers and sisters in Tanzania. Please take a photo ornament to place on your
tree as a reminder of our partner parish. Any financial gifts you would like to donate will be sent to
the priests in support of St. Monica’s Primary School, St. John’s Hospital, and the Matamba Parish.
(Please designate Matamba on your check memo.) As you hold Father Albert and Father Mbiche in
your prayers, please say a special one for Father Mbiche as he faces upcoming surgery and health
issues to follow. Asante Sana. Mona Volden - Matamba Chairperson.

Outreach/Hospitality
We are planning to re-invigorate our Outreach and Hospitality ministry teams. This is a very
important aspect of how we “are church together,” and we need to find a team of people passionate
about welcoming and engaging people who walk through our doors, but more importantly, engage
the community. We need to ask the question, “What does our Community (Annandale/Wright
County) need from St. John’s?” What can we do to make an impact on our community? If you are
interested, or may know of anyone who would be good at Outreach or Hospitality, please let Pastor
Alex know.

Hospitality
One of the standards that has transpired over the life at St John’s is to provide a welcoming
atmosphere. Part of that opportunity is to provide Greeters/Welcome Center hosts, Coffee Servers and
Treat Providers.
Outreach has managed this need in a variety of ways over the past few years. Most recently,
congregational members have been assigned to one or two service times throughout the year. This seems
to have raised concerns and questions about who gets assigned when/where. There is no magic to it, the
Outreach team does its best to consider any special requests, however, since commitments change
quickly and we make assignments in advance conflicts do arise. Outreach encourages members to
contact others to “switch” if they were unable to serve on the Sunday assigned.
For 2018 we will try something new. Twice a year Chrystal will provide via email a link to a signup
program that will allow members to pick their Sunday’s of service. You will be able to go to the sign up
process and add your name to the Sunday to serve. For those who do not wish to do the automated signup
you may fill out a card at the welcome center table that indicates the Sunday you would like or the time
periods you cannot serve.
Outreach will review and Sundays where one has signed up and will make assignments as we have done
in the past. Reminders will be sent out as they have been. We will try to manage this process like this for
2018.
This provides congregational members the ability to select preferred Sundays, 1 st or 2nd service time
periods, and Areas of service. Keep in mind we work best when members serve in each capacity twice a
year. 2 Sundays to Greet/Welcome, 2 Sundays to bring Treats, 2 Sundays to Serve Coffee. We realize
some of you are unable to assist – we understand, but to those who are able please help us continue to
make St John’s a welcoming congregation of faith.
Thank you
Outreach

Page 6 v

Good News Monthly

Page 6

Good News Monthly

Treasurer’s
Report
General Fund
(1)

Monthly Income

Monthly Expense

General Fund Balance

October
2017

$38,680.14

$44,928.39

$32,778.19

Monthly
Average
2016

$35,808.85

$34,651.80

Building Fund

$11,368.95
Precious Gifts
Preschool
(3)

Notes:

$2,416.00

Monthly Mortgage

Building Balance

PG Expense

PG Balance

$1,920.13

$6,557.33

$9,587.00

$17,072.58

1.

The General Fund Balance has declined by $2,306.08 since December 31, 2016. November and
December are historically good months. Our year-to-date income and expenses are running behind
the (monthly) yearly budget. Let’s try and make the remaining two months of the year very
STRONG, and end the year (2017) on a positive note. GIVING MAKES THIS HAPPEN!

2.
3.

We still maintain a positive balance; our next mortgage payment will be $9,587.00.
Precious Gifts Preschool balance is positive, and grew by $495.87 during September.

Remember our mission at St. John’s is supported by your talents and generous gifts.
THANK YOU!

Special Thank You To Elizabeth Olson

WOW! 25 years of volunteering with the assembly of Good News Monthly newsletter. Elizabeth, your
help and dedication has been a true blessing to all of us at St. John’s. We appreciate all you have done,
and you will be greatly missed.

Special Christmas Happenings
*Dingmann

Service of Remembrance is here at St. John’s - December 10 at 3:00pm
*Christmas Fest Worship (Chancel Choir anthems) at BOTH SERVICES - December 10. (Note Date Change)
*D-Way and Congregation Caroling - December 13 - leave church at 6:00pm. All are welcome! We will be
caroling indoors, so please dress accordingly.
*Sunday School Christmas Program “Come To The Manger” - December 17 at 3:00pm.
*Precious Gifts Christmas Program - December 21 at 7:00pm.

Christmas Schedule of Services
*Fourth

Sunday in Advent - December 24 - One Worship Service at 10:00am.
Eve Services of Carols, Holy Communion, and Candle lighting - 3:00pm & 5:00pm
*Meditative Service of Carols, Scripture Readings, Holy Communion and candle lighting -10:00pm(different message)
*Festive Service of Carols and Holy Communion - 10:00am
*First Sunday of Christmas - December 31 - Regular Worship Schedule: 8:15am and 10:30am
*Festive Christmas

Annual Reports

All reports are due in the church office by January 4, 2018.

~ Epiphany Day - January 6.
~ Equipping Congregations Day in Willmar, MN. - February 10.
(Bishop Elizabeth Eaton will be the keynote speaker)
~ Ash Wednesday - February 14.
~ Crow River Conference Assembly - February 25.
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Date: 11/20/17 Start: 7:00p.m. End: 9:25p.m.
Page 7

Present: Pastor Dave Nelson, Pastor Alex Becker, Kris Nelson, Peggy Bodell, Shelly Mikel, Abby Mikel,
Mary Iverson, Lonnie Baack, Steve Miller, Diane Barkley, Absent: David Hadler, Bill Berry

Topic

Discussion

Faith Talk:

Action

Mary Iverson

N/A

Scripture &
Prayer
Approval of
Agenda
Secretary’s
Report

Pastor Dave

N/A
M/S/P

Motion: Approve November Council Agenda

Lonnie/Peggy

Motion: Approval of October Council Minutes

Michelle/Peggy

Treasurer’s
Report

Motion: Approval of Treasurer’s Report: October Motion Passed - Correction
noted 14 members confirmed

Peggy/Lonnie

Executive
Committee
Actions

1.) Family Leave Policy to be updated.
2.) Budget Process - Ministry Teams will submit projections for 2018 & Synod
guidelines recommend a 2% cost of living raise for rostered leaders.
3.) Meggan Caird resigned - Kris conducting Exit Interview. We are filling the
position by increasing Chrystal’s hours & responsibilities will be added to her
position.
4.) Sabbatical Policy - Pastor Dave is loking into other congregations’s policies
with assistance from Synod.

M/S/P
Ex/Peggy

Deep
Conversations

Goals: Where are we heading? Ideas: Youth Group, energy in services, consistency in Youth Programs for all ages, Memorial Garden, Life Groups, reaching out
opportunities.

Motion: Pay deposit which would provide opportunity (if still available) for
Gustavus Retreat to attend Brene Brown Workshop - 20 reserved spots on January
Pastor Dave’s 12-14, 2018
Report
Motion: Council approves the purchase of TV monitors using designated funds
(donated)
*Suggestions on safety from Police staff to protect ourselves & congregation.
*Need four council members one youth representative for Council 2018.
*15 Youth and 3 Adults will be attending the Youth Gathering in Houston this
coming summer.
Pastor Alex’s *Schedule more youth events; movie nights/Powder Ridge, Screenagers.
Report
*Website updated and computer programs implemented.
*Increase rejoice singers members * using people's talents/gifts.
*Jr. High Youth Gathering - excellent & energetic. 14 youth attended.
Council Christmas Party - people checking with spouses and dates
Motion: To purchase two new computers; one out of Designated Funds for Sound
Old Business Booth and one out of General Budget/Technology for office.

New
Business
Ministry
Updates
Council
Reminders

Motion: To accept Michelle Wang’s resignation from Council with regrets
Motion: To accept the Holiday Fair Planning Team’s recommendations for disbursement of profits.
Motion: Annual Meeting Date 1/28/18
Motion: To appoint Phyllis Framstad as a member of Endowment Committee
*Budget Preliminary Ministry Team budget requests for 2018 and 2017 actual
spending were reviewed.

M/S/P
M/S/P

M/S/P
Michelle/
Diane
M/S/P
Peggy/
Diane
M/S/P
Passed per email
vote

M/S/P
Mary/Diane
Shelly/Lonnie
DaveB/Peggy
Diane/Mary

*Property Committee - LED lighting in CYF Building is complete
Security System, Lights updated

N/A

Faith Talk in December - Kris Nelson
Offering Duties - SIGN UP PLEASE

N/A

Mark Your Calendar

N/A

Upcoming Agenda
Items

N/A

Adjournment Motion to Adjourn at 9:25p.m.
Announcements

& Prayer

Pastor Dave

M/S/P
Peggy/Mary

N/A
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CYF Upcoming Events
(Children, Youth, and Family)

We are so very excited that we are sending 15 youth and 3 adults to the 2018 ELCA Youth
Gathering in Houston, TX. Over the next seven months, they will be preparing for the gathering,
and we ask for your support. They will be doing a few different fundraisers during that time and
we hope that St. John’s will lift them up in prayer and by supporting those events. More information
on specific fundraisers will be announced in the coming month.
IT’S BACK!!!! We are excited to announce that we will be starting up our Youth Group for 9-12th
grade youth. This will begin on January 3. We will meet the first and Third Wednesdays of each
month from 7:30-8:30pm. This will be a time of fellowship, games, food, worship, bible study,
great conversation, and hot topics. Friends are always welcome. We are looking for any adults that
would be interested in helping Pastor Alex lead the group.
Attention al snow tubers, we are looking to schedule two family events at Powder Ride for snow
tubing this winter. One in January and one in February. We are looking for a few adults that would
like to take on the role of coordinating the event. If you are interested or have questions, please
contact Pastor Alex.
We are planning to schedule a movie night for families in January. Adults that are interested in
helping to plan the event please let Pastor Alex know.

Sunday School

Sunday School at St. John’s is well underway. We began our year learning about creation and
just recently wrapped up rotations focused on Joseph and his brothers. Our next rotation will
focus on the birth of Jesus, in preparation for our Christmas program: Come to the Manger. Our
program will begin at 3:00pm on Sunday, December 17. All families and friends are welcome to
join us.
Please follow us on Facebook (St. John’s Sunday School) for pictures and Sunday School
updates.

“Come to the Manger”

A Sunday School Christmas Program will be held at St. John’s at 3:00pm on Sunday, December 17.
Sunday School students should arrive at 2:30pm.

Thinking about Sunday School?
Sunday School at St. John’s meets most Sundays throughout the school year from 9:30-10:15 in
the education building. Sunday School is open to students ages 3 through 4th grade. We use a
rotational model, meaning students focus on a story for four weeks. Each week, we begin with a
large group opening that includes singing. Then our Pre-K—2nd grade students move to one of
four rotations: cooking, science, art, or games. Within these stations, the story is reinforced
through a hands0on, active lesson. Our 3rd and 4th graders are in a self-contained room,
participating in more upper level activities that focus on the same stories our Pre-K– 2nd grade
students are learning. If you have a child, or know a child who would like to attend Sunday
School, please visit the church office for a registration form.

D-Way
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December 6
5th and 6th - Judges 4 and 5 Deborah: The Exasperated Matriarch
7th - 9th - Ezekiel 37:1-14 Ezekiel: Valley of Dry Bones
December 13
Congregation and D-Way Caroling Night. We will be caroling at the Care Center,
Centennial Villa, and at the Goldendale Apartments. There will be refreshments at the church
following. All youth (5th - 9th) will gather at church for pizza at 5:00pm. We will then
plan to organize our rides so that we can leave the church at 6:00pm. We will be back at
church for refreshments about 7:30pm.
December 20
5th and 6th - Judges 14-16 Samson: The Raging Prima Donna
7th - 9th - John 1:1-18 Word Made Flesh
December 27
No Class - Christmas Break

J.O.L.T. (Joy of Learning Together)
Our Adult Education classes meet in the Library from 9:30am to 10:15am. All are welcome!
In December we will begin an imaginative exploration of Christianity's big questions:

December 3 - God | Faith Is a Quest | Brian McLaren

“If you ask me, ‘Is God real?’ I first have to ask, ‘Which God are we talking about?’” With these
words, Brian McLaren gives voice to a common struggle among people of faith—who exactly is this
God we worship? Is God a mighty fortress, solid and unchanging? Is God a mystical, unknowable
force that floats around us like a vapor? How can we speak of faith if we can’t even speak of God with
any certainty? How can we chart a course through the often-murky waters of Christian tradition and
find our way to God?

December 10 - Religion | Spirituality Is Not Enough | Lillian Daniel

What does it mean to be spiritual? Is it the same as being religious? Lillian Daniel pushes back at this
question that has been stirring up the cultural conversation for a while now. She asks us to consider
how the seeds of faith take root and thrive. What role does organized religion play in helping—or hindering—growth? If religion is the problem, why has it held fast for thousands of years? In this age of
religious pluralism, is it possible or even desirable to stick with our age-old traditions?

December 17 - Jesus | The Revolution of Love | Mark Scandrette

What does it mean to walk in the way of Jesus? To explore this question, Mark Scandrette looks to the
ancient Japanese concept of the Dojo. What if our churches became places where we practiced being
like Jesus? What if we were serious about joining in with Jesus’ Revolution of Love? What if we took
the kind of social and economic risks Jesus took, and reshaped what it means to be a Christian? As
Mark invites us into the Dojo, we find ourselves looking at a Master who might be asking us to walk
down a path we never imagined.

December 24 – No Class
December 31 – No Class

** Series will continue in January, 2018 with the following big questions:
Salvation/Abundant Life Now
Cross/Where God Is
Bible/A Book Life No Other
Church/An Imperfect Family

Newsletter Title

Lee Peterson
Family

Loretta
Peterson

Avery Nathe
Allison Benjamin

Don & Joy
Rother

Patty
Behrends

Brody Nathe
Brooke Bianchi

Aaron & Heidi
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LaDonna
Howell

Avery Potter
Mason Boos

Trent & Kara
Lampi
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V: Jim Peterson

Jacob Seaberg
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Mike & Kathy
Miller
Bob & Char
Shadduck

Jim Framstad
Myron & Laurie A:
V:
Phyllis FramMorris
stad

John & Karen
Navratil

Bev
Sorenson

Carter Tenney
Carson Cooper

Glen & Iona
Rozenberg

A: Mike Miller
V: Denise Schultz

Jim & Lisa
Schimelpfenig

Mary
Iverson

Jaida Thompson
Hale Davidson

Don & Tami
Ramstad

A: Gavin Wang
V: Michelle Wang

Jo Heyd

N/A

A: Shelly Mikel
V: Luke Mikel

N/A

N/A

A:
V: Ethan Nilson

N/A

N/A

A: Mike Miller
V:

Faith
Mader

N/A

A: Jim Hallstrom
V: Arthur Kjaer

N/A

A:
V:

Austin Berry
Halle Jensen

A: Mike Miller
V: Denise Schultz

Aundreya Birr
Josie Jerpseth

WELCA Circles:

Ushers
8:15 Service
Cliff Franzen
Danny, Nikki, & Sons Seaberg
10:30 Service
Larry Greene
Isaak Egerer
Krista & Sandy Grossinger
Drew & Donna Jacobson

A: Shelly Mikel
V: Luke Mikel

Altar Guild
Shelly Mikel

Rachel Circle & Ruth Circle:
Christmas Potluck & Bible Study
December 13 at 11:30am
*Bring a friend and a dish to share
Sarah Circle:

Sunday

Monday

December 2017

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
2
Page
11
1:30pm
9:00am
Care Center Holiday Fair
Communion
4
3
8:15am
Traditional Worship
w/Communion/
Healing Prayers
9:30am
Sunday School
9:30am
JOLT
10:30am
Contemporary
Worship
w/Communion/
Healing Prayers
1:30pm
Care Center
Worship
6:00pm
5:30pm

5
8:00am
Men’s Bible
Study.
10:00am
Women’s Bible
Study

11
10
9:30am
8:15am
Traditional Worship Hands For Hope
w/Communion
9:30am
Sunday School
9:30am
JOLT
10:30am
Contemporary
6:00pm
Worship
Boy Scouts
w/Communion
3:00pm
Dingman Service
of Remembrance
at St. John’s
5:30pm
Cub Scouts-Den 4
Worship
17
8:15am
Traditional Worship
9:30am
Sunday School
9:30am
JOLT
10:30am
Contemporary
Worship
3:00pm
Sunday School
Christmas Program

18

24
10:00am
Worship
w/Communion
3:00pm
Festive Service
w/Communion
5:00pm
Festive Service
w/Communion
10:00pm
Meditative Service
w/Communion

25
10:00am
Festive Service
w/Communion

31
8:15am
Traditional Worship
w/Communion
9:30am
JOLT
10:30am
Contemporary
Worship
w/Communion
NO Sunday School

6:00pm
Boy Scouts
6:30pm
Ministry of
Outreach
7:00pm
Church Council

6
7
9:30am
9:15am
Rachel Circle
Annandale
10:00am
Improvement
Staff Meeting
Club
1:00pm Genesis
Bible Study (final)
5:20pm
5th & 6th D-Way
6:00pm
7th, 8th, & 9th
D-Way
7:15pm
Chancel Choir
7:30pm AA Meet
in Ed Building
7:00pm
Endowment

8

12
8:00am
Men’s Bible
Study .
10:00am
Women’s Bible
Study
11:30am
55+ Potluck
6:00pm
Ministry of
Worship &
Music
6:30pm
Ministry of
Support &
Stewardship
7:30pm
Executive
Committee Mtg.

13
14
10:00am
9:30am
Staff Meeting
Annandale
11:30am
Christian
Ruth/Rachel Cir.
Women’s Club
Potluck/Bible
Study
5:00pm
D-Way Dinner
6:00pm
D-Way &
Congregation
Caroling
7:30pm AA Meet
7:30pm
in Ed Building
CYF Meeting

15

16

19
8:00am
Men’s Bible
Study
10:00am
Women’s Bible
Study
11:00am
Sunset Ridge
Christmas Cheer

20
10:00am
Staff Meeting
5:20pm
5th & 6th D-Way
6:00pm
7th, 8th, & 9th
D-Way
7:15pm
Chancel Choir
7:30pm AA Meet
in Ed Building

21
9:00am
Ministerial Mtg
10:00am
Newsletter
Deadline
12:00pm
Kiwanis at
St. Johns
5:30pm
Girl Scouts
7:00pm
Preschool

22

23

26
8:00am
Men’s Bible
Study -TBD
10:00am
Women’s Bible
Study -TBD

27
10:00am
Staff Meeting
7:30pm AA Meet
in Ed Building

28

29

30

NO D-WAY

9
9:00am
Ardis Nelson
Piano Studio
Recital

5:30pm
Downtown
Parade
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ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
331 W. Harrison St.
Annandale, MN 55302
Office Phone: 320-274-8827
Office Fax: 320-274-7283

ELCA

Precious Gifts Preschool:
320-274-9722
Email: chrystalrasmussen@stjohnsannandale.org
Web site: www.stjohns-annandale.org
Office Hours: Mon.- Fri., 8:00am-3:00pm

Sunday Worship
8:15a.m. Traditional
10:30a.m. Contemporary
9:30a.m. Education

St. John’s Staff
Dave Nelson, Lead Pastor
dnelson@stjohns-annandale.org
Alex Becker, Pastor
abecker@stjohns-annandale.org
Bonnie Schmidt, Financial Administrator
bschmidt@stjohns-annandale.org
Chrystal Rasmussen, Administrative Assistant
chrystalrasmussen@stjohns-annandale.org
Orma Lou Jacobsma, Organist
Ardis Nelson, Contemporary Worship Leader
studionelson.ardis@gmail.com
Georgene Gravdal, Custodian
Robin Jacobson, Precious Gifts Director/Teacher
robin@jacobsonfarm.com
Trisha Woods, Precious Gifts Teacher Assistant
Mark Nelson, Chancel Choir Director
music2Xnelson@gmail.com

Ministry Chairpersons:
Children, Youth & Family
Outreach:
Marilyn Hallstrom
Marilyn.Hallstrom@
tylertech.com
Worship and Music:
Support and Stewardship:
Tina Honsey

Sunday School Directors:
Laura Eastling
Michelle Wang

ELCA Missionary:
Terry Jensen

