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Welcome!
Discipleship Way (what we call D-Way for short) is an opportunity in your 5th-9th grader’s faith journey to go
deeper into the Biblical story and to explore what it means to live life as a child of God.

The history of how D-Way was formed comes from St. John’s mission statement: With open arms to all,
together we live and share the love of Jesus.” We seek to fulfill that mission by growing faithful DiSCIPLes.
The marks of DiSCIPLeship are:

Devoted worship (attending weekly worship)
Scripture focused (reading the Bible)
Caring neighbor (serving in and beyond St. John’s)
Inviting friends (encouraging faith in others)
Prayer powered (praying daily)
Living giving (giving my God-given time, talents and treasures)

D-Way is a ministry that will hopefully lead your child to make the choice to be confirmed when they reach 10th
grade. Once their journey through D-Way comes to an end, publicly affirming their baptism through
Confirmation would be the next milestone in their faith journey. We are here to help you in this process, but we
can’t do it without your participation. During this time, we encourage you to walk alongside your child through
this journey. Ask questions about what the focus was each week, attend church with them regularly, and if you
don’t know the answer, enjoy finding out the answer together.

Curriculum + Structure
We use a combination of curriculum from Orange and. The developers at Orange (and St. John’s!) believe that
two combined influences make a greater impact than just two individual influences. By combining the critical
influences of the light of the church and the love of the family, the Orange strategy synchronizes efforts and
shows a generation who God is, more effectively than either could alone. Through this curriculum, will be able
to dive into many different topics while keeping the teaching relevant and engaging.

The Church + Home = Greater Impact
Light (yellow) + Love (red) = Orange

Students are divided into small groups within their respective grade levels. Each group is led by a Guide. We
try our best to keep these groups the same from year to year so the students are able to develop strong
relationships throughout their D-Way journey.

D-WAY Timeline:
5:15-6:00pm: Community Dinner (optional)
6:00-6:30pm: Worship + Learning
6:30-6:40pm: Bathroom Break
6:40-7:00pm: Games
7:00-7:30pm: Small Group Time



EXPECTATIONS
WHAT YOU CAN EXPECT FROM STAFF + VOLUNTEERS:

● FRIENDS: We will provide a Christian peer group. We will make every effort to provide an environment
where spiritual growth and fellowship can happen in the midst of Christian friendships.

● LEADERS: We will strive to provide a team of responsible adult leaders who desire to serve others with
hearts and hands and model a devoted and relationship with Christ.

● COMMUNICATION: We will make every effort to have excellent communication with you throughout
the year. We communicate with parents through the Remind App.

● RESPONSIBILITY: During Wednesday nights and other youth functions, we will take the responsibility
of the youth in our care. We take that responsibility very seriously.

WHAT WE EXPECT FROM PARENTS:

● SUPPORT: We ask you to help and support us in this ministry. When decisions are made that youth
may not like, please help us by supporting us knowing that we are making decisions to help the group
as a whole. If there is something that you do not agree with, please come to us personally and share it
with us so that we can grow and learn together.

● RESPONSIBILITY: Parents are the number one influence in a teen’s life. We ask that you remember
the promises you made during your child’s baptism, and that you bear responsibility for spiritual growth
within your child(ren) as well. It is also your responsibility to sign up for Remind notifications so we can
fulfill our commitment to communicate with you.

● INVOLVEMENT: We need your help! Please make an effort to be involved in this ministry for your
child(ren) and all the other families in this ministry. If we work together as a team, we will have an
amazing year. Youth Room Supervisor, Dinner, Pictures,Tech Booth… we have a place for you!

WHAT WE EXPECT FROM YOUTH:

● RESPONSIBILITY: We expect youth to take responsibility for their actions.

● RESPECT: We expect each youth to cooperate and respect all adults and adult leaders. We expect
each youth to respect their peers by lifting each other up rather than tearing them down. We expect
each teen to respect the property of others, the church building, and areas/properties we visit outside of
the church.

● PARTICIPATION: We expect each youth to arrive on time and fully participate with positive attitudes.

● WORSHIP: We believe that worship is vital to a living faith! It is our hope that you, as a family, will make
it a priority to worship together on a regular basis, and that you will use those opportunities to have
conversations together about the sermon. All students are required to complete at least 15 Sermon
Reflection Notes per year.



Discipline Policy

1st Offense: The student will receive a verbal warning.

2nd Offense: The student will be pulled aside by Emily, Pastor Todd, or Pastor Alex to discuss the
Behavior.

3rd Offense: The student will be pulled aside by Emily, Pastor Todd, or Pastor Alex and will make an
improvement plan. This plan will identify the problem, the reasons why this behavior is
unacceptable, what could be done to avoid the problem in the future, and the student’s
plan for improvement. Parents will be sent a copy of this plan.

4th Offense: If behavior still continues, at least one parent will be asked to accompany the student to
their D-Way classes and activities until the student’s attitudes and actions indicate
they’ve matured enough to manage their own behavior.

If a law is broken, or if we determine substantial damage has been done to a person or property, we
may go directly to step 4 and, if necessary, inform the proper authorities.

Additional Requirements for 9th Graders

● Help set up and serve during the 10th Grade Confirmation Banquet on Wednesday, October 25.

● Participate in the Good Friday Stations of the Cross Play/Worship Service

● One of the marks of being a Disciple is being a caring neighbor, not only inside the walls of St. John’s,
but also in our community. Each one of us has been given unique gifts and talents and we are called to
share these gifts with our church and community. You are required to complete 10 service
experiences; 5 of them here at St. John’s and 5 out in the community. These should be
completed between now and September 17th, 2023. Students will need to fill out a short
questionnaire after each experience to receive credit. The following is a list of areas (ideas) where you
can serve. If you don’t see something on the list, contact one of the pastors or Emily Combs.

● Inside St. John’s: ushering, being a scripture reader, being a communion assistant, helping with
altar guild, helping in the tech booth, being a part of the Rejoice Team (singing, playing instrument
etc.), serving at the coffee bar, helping decorate the Church for Christmas, or helping with Sunday
School.

● In our Community: being a Cardinal buddy, helping at the nursing home, tutoring,
mowing/shoveling, helping at the library, helping at the elementary or middle school, participating
in the service projects, volunteering at concession stands, helping someone in the community with
house or yard work, working a shift or two at the St. John’s Taco booth or helping with Vacation
Bible School.

Bibles
All 5th-9th graders will receive (if they haven’t already) a gift of a Lutheran Study Bible and a copy of Luther’s
Small Catechism from the St. John’s congregation. These Bibles are designed to invite them to experience the
Bible and its message through solid background material, unique Lutheran insights, and opportunities for faith
reflection. If you have not yet received a Bible, please contact Emily Combs. Incoming 5th graders and any
youth new to D-Way will receive their Bibles during worship on Sunday, October 18 at 10:00am.



Offering
One of the marks of Discipleship is Living Giving. One way that we show this act of DiSCIPLeship is by
collecting an offering each week at D-Way. Offering will be collected during opening worship/learning time.

Weather Cancellations
As a rule of thumb, we typically follow the protocols of the Annandale Independent School District. If school is
canceled or let out early on a Wednesday due to bad weather, D-Way will be canceled. If school is not
canceled but the weather looks bad for the evening, we will try to make a decision about canceling D-Way
before the end of school. We will send out notifications about any cancellations through the “Remind” App (see
attached instructions), in addition to posting cancellation notices on the church website and our Facebook and
Instagram social media platforms. Please remember that it is always ultimately the parents’ responsibility
whether their child should attend classes during inclement weather.

Dinner
New this year! ALL are welcome to join us for a catered meal from 5:15-6:00pm in the Fellowship Hall before
worship + D-Way. The menu for the year is included on the D-Way Schedule. It is $7 per meal; kids 5 and
under eat free. There will always be a PB+J option. You can buy a punch card for $70 that is good for 10 meal
and the 11th meal is free. These are community dinners that are open to anyone in the church/community.

Wednesday Worship
Wednesday worship is moving to the start of D-Way! Feel free to join us from 6:00pm-6:30pm as we worship
and learn together. Youth are welcome to sit with you, their friends, or their D-Way Guide during this time. We
hope this provides another option for families who are gone over a weekend. During the Wednesday service,
groups from D-Way will take turns being greeters and ushers.

Sermon Notes
All youth are required to complete 15 sermon notes throughout the school year. Students will be given a
Sermon Notes Journal that should be kept in their Bible at church to prevent them from getting lost.

Junior High Youth Gathering
Save the date! The annual Junior High Youth Gathering will take place the weekend of November 18th in
Willmar, MN. We will stay in a hotel and have loads of fun! More details will be out soon.

Communication
Feel free to call, text, or email Emily with any questions or concerns.
ecombs@stjohns-annandale.org
612-636-8037


