
 

Discipleship Way 
Wednesday Confirmation at St. John’s Lutheran Church 

Welcome! 
Discipleship Way (D-Way for short) is an OPPORTUNITY in your daughter or son’s faith journey 

to go deeper into the Biblical story and to explore what it means to live as a child of God. We 

hope that through their participation in D-Way that they will come to identify more deeply with 

the Christian community and participate fully in its mission. 

 

The mission of St. John’s is to “Experience, Live and Share the Love of Jesus Christ”, we seek to 

fulfill that mission by growing faithful DiSCIPLes. The marks of DiSCIPLeship are:  

Devoted worship—attending weekly worship 

Scripture focused—reading the Bible 

Caring neighbor—serving in and beyond St. John’s 

Inviting friends—encouraging faith in others 

Prayer powered—praying daily 

Living giving—giving my God-given time, talents and treasures 
 

Our D-Way program is for 5th—9th graders, and we need your partnership as parents. We need 
you to be actively involved in the process.  When you brought your child to be baptized you 
promised God that you would nurture them in the Christian faith with them.  We are here to 
help you in that process, but we cannot do it without your participation! You as parents are the 
primary teachers of the faith for your child (ren). They need to see you actively participating in 
the above “marks of discipleship”; they need to see you “walking the talk”.   If you are not there 
yet in your own faith journey, use this time to grow right along with your son or daughter. If it’s 
important to you, then in most cases, it will become important to your child (ren).  
 
D-Way is a ministry that hopefully will lead your child to make the choice to be confirmed, to 
publicly affirm their baptism and take the next step in their faith journey.  We look forward to 
walking together with you and your son or daughter as we explore our faith in Jesus, and grow 
in what it means to be a DiSCIPLe.  
 
Grace and Peace to you, 
Pastor Dave, Pastor Alex, and Jolene Davidson– CYF Coordinator for 5-12th Grade  

 

 

1 
 



Expectations and Behavior 

● Youth are expected to be present for all scheduled classes and activities. In case of 
illness or family conflict, please contact Jolene Davidson at 320-274-8827, 
jdavidson@stjohns-annandale.org  or your small group guide.  

● All youth are encouraged to participate in Worship.  Worship is an integral part of our 
D-Way process and families are strongly encouraged to worship together.  This also 
includes our Midweek Lenten Worship services. These worship services are considered 
to be your D-Way classes for those 6 weeks. 

● To make D-Way a great experience for all, it takes cooperation from everyone. Each 
person contributes to the attitude and the experience of the group. We expect that 
each student will respect one another, their adult leaders, the buildings, and use 
common sense and consideration of others in their words and actions. We also strongly 
encourage all kids to follow the C.A.R.E.S. values that Annandale Elementary instills 
(Cooperation, Assertion, Respect, Empathy & Self-Control). They should come ready to 
participate fully in the scheduled activities and demonstrate good behavior. If these 
behaviors are not followed, discipline will be taken. (See discipline policy) 

● Everyone is required to bring their Bibles to large and small group time. This year the 
youth will need to take their Bible home and bring it back on Wednesday nights.  We 
would like them to use it on a regular basis outside of D-Way.  

● ALL cell phones must be turned off during Large Group and Small Group times, unless 
directed otherwise. If a student is found using a cell phone, unless otherwise directed, it 
will be confiscated and returned at the end of the night. We will not take responsibility 
if the item is lost, damaged, or stolen before it can be claimed.  If there is a need to 
contact your son or daughter during class time, please speak directly to their small 
group guide, or contact Jolene. 

 

DISCIPLINE POLICY - If you choose to misbehave, expect the following: 
1. Verbal warning by either small group guides, Jolene, Pastor Dave or Pastor Alex. 
2. If behavior continues, there will be a meeting with either Jolene, Pastor Dave or Pastor 

Alex (and possibly the small group guide).  At this time the unacceptable behavior will 
be explained and the student will be given the opportunity to respond.  An 
improvement plan will be discussed, completed and signed.  This improvement plan will 
identify the problem, the reasons why this behavior is unacceptable, what could be 
done to avoid the problem in the future, and the student’s plan for improvement. Under 
some circumstances, parents will be notified. 

3. If behavior still continues, a conference will be held with the parents.  The problem will 
be discussed and the improvement plan reviewed. 

4. If behavior still continues, at least one parent will be asked to accompany the student to 
their D-Way classes or activities until the student’s attitudes and actions indicate they’ve 
matured enough to manage their own behavior. 

If a law is broken, or if we determine substantial damage has been done to a person or 
property, we may go directly to step 4 and, if necessary, inform the proper authorities. 
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Weather Cancellations 

● If school is cancelled or let out early due to bad weather, there will be NO D-Way classes or 
activities.  

● If school is not cancelled, but the weather looks bad for the evening, we will try to cancel 
classes before the end of school. If such is the case, all schools will be contacted so that a 
cancellation announcement might be made.  

● If weather turns bad after school has ended, and we need to cancel D-Way classes or 
activities, we will:  
o Post the cancellation on our website: www.stjohns-annandale.org and on Facebook  
o A “Remind” and/or email message will be sent. (see below) 
o Place a cancellation message on the church’s voice mail. 

o Place a cancellation notice on the following radio stations: WCCO (830 AM), KRWC 
(1360 AM)  

o We will also try to put a notice on the following TV stations: WCCO, KMSP, KARE, KSTP 

● Please remember that it is always ultimately the parents’ responsibility whether their child 
should attend classes during inclement weather.  

 
 

Remind 

We will be using the Remind App to help get announcements out to our families. Remind allows 
us to, safely and efficiently, interact with students & parents about important D-Way 
information and activities. Subscribers sign up as a student or parent and choose to receive 
messages by text, email, or via the app. We have set up groups that are specific to the age 
range—please only sign up for the one your child needs.  The following are the codes: 
 

5th and 6th Grade D-Way Code: @dway56 
7th-9th Grade D-Way Code: @dway789 

 
Contact Pastor Alex if you have any questions. 

 
D-Way Offering 
 

    One of the marks of Discipleship is Living Giving. A way that we are showing this is by collecting offering  
    each week at D-Way. The offering will go to help with our yearly Food for Kidz event which will be held  
    on April 21st.   Offering may be dropped in the designated bucket as youth leave the building. 
 

 Evening Meals 

   We will not offer evening meals until further notice. 
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Health Precautions 

As we all know, people get sick. As much as we want your child at D-Way each week, please do not send your son 
or daughter to D-Way if they are sick or haven’t been temperature free for 24 hours. Either inform the office or 
your child’s D-Way guide.  Please read the following on COVID-19.  
 

 

 
Overview 

● St. John’s is committed to providing a safe and healthy workplace for all our members, 
staff, and volunteers, as well as anyone who uses our facilities. To ensure that, we have 

            developed a Preparedness Plan for response to a pandemic. 
● Our goal is to mitigate the potential for transmission of infection in our Church Buildings. 
● This Pandemic Preparedness Plan includes and describes how we will implement at a 

            minimum the following: 
1.  Infection prevention measures - hygiene and respiratory etiquette.  Masks must be worn inside the 

buildings at all times for ages 5+. 
       2.   Prompt identification and isolation of sick persons.  Sign in is required. 
       3.   Engineering and administrative controls for physical distancing. 
       4.   Housekeeping, including cleaning, disinfecting, and decontamination. 
       5.   Communications and training for staff and volunteers necessary to implement the plan and ensure  
              effective ongoing adherence to the plan 
       6.   Please enter the main door to the church or the education building only. They will be directed on where 
              to go when they enter, as there will not be fellowship beforehand. Buildings open at 6 pm. 
       7.   Temperature checks will be done.  
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5th and 6th Graders 

 
Along with practicing the marks of DiSCIPLeship, we will be focusing this year on the New Testament - 
especially the story of Jesus as recorded in the Gospel of Luke.  
 
Schedule  
6:15-6:45– Large Group-Meet in the Education Building.   Doors open at 6 pm 
6:45-7:15– Small Group 
 
At this time, we will not offer a mid-week worship opportunity. The Wednesday service usually occurs every 
Wednesday D-Way meets, starting at 7:05 pm.  The service is open to the entire congregation and general 
public, but we hope that this midweek worship experience will provide another option for families, who are 
gone over a weekend. Once we resume Wednesday service, groups from D-Way will take turns greeting, 
ushering and serving communion.  
Specific 5th & 6th grade requirements  

● Acolyting— All 6th graders will be trained to be acolytes once services resume in person.  All will be 
expected to serve in this capacity, as they are assigned, as part of their confirmation process.  

● We will be asking the 7th graders to mentor the new 6th graders.  A schedule will be sent out to each 
household once the services resume.  

● The schedule will also be printed in the Good News Monthly newsletter, posted in the library, and will 
be available on the St. John’s website.  Also, each week an email will be sent to serve as a reminder to 
those who are scheduled to acolyte the upcoming Sunday.  

● If for any reason your child cannot acolyte the service they are scheduled, you are asked to contact 
another youth in their grade who is scheduled in that same month and make arrangements to switch. 
Then please notify the church office of that change.  

● Names and phone numbers will be provided on the back of the schedule that you will receive.  In case 
of something last minute (e.g. Illness), please do not leave a message on the church voicemail as it is 
not checked on Sunday morning.  Please call or text Pastor Dave at 320-492-0590 or Pastor Alex at 
612-386-0832.  

● Acolytes serve a helpful role in our worship services, and we hope that you will take this responsibility 
seriously. 

Bible Camp— While in 5th or 6th grade, we would strongly encourage families to consider having their son or 
daughter attend a week of Bible Camp. Why Bible camp you ask? We believe that Bible Camp provides a 
special opportunity to experience the love of Jesus, to experience what it means to be part of the larger 
Church, and to grow deeper as a disciple of Jesus.  At Bible Camp they learn to be independent, make new 
friends outside of our own community and gain even more positive role models. They learn new things about 
themselves and, most of all, they will experience and encounter God’s presence in a special way!  Their faith 
and confidence will grow leaps and bounds! With this foundation of Bible camp, it will also encourage them to 
continue to participate in summer events as they become older.  
Bibles 
All 5th-9th graders will receive (if they haven’t already) a gift of a Lutheran Study Bible and a copy of Luther’s 
Small Catechism from the St. John’s congregation.   These Bibles are designed to invite them to experience the 
Bible and its message through solid background material, unique Lutheran insights and opportunities for faith 
reflection. For those who have not yet received a Bible, please contact Jolene Davidson, or one of the Pastors. 
Bibles will need to be brought home and back to D-Way each Wednesday this year.  
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7th - 9th Graders 

 
The 7th-9th graders will continue using the Narrative Lectionary to dig deeper into some of the major stories 
of the Bible. The Narrative Lectionary is a four-year rotation, based on stories from the Old and New 
Testaments. Our goal will be to increase the biblical literacy of our students, and to teach them the tools that 
will help them to explore the Biblical story. Some of our focus will still be on the Small Catechism, connecting 
the Small Catechism within our consideration of the various Biblical stories. We will also be using the Narrative 
Lectionary on Sunday mornings. Thus, the story that the youth will be discussing on Wednesday will be the 
story that will be used in worship the following Sunday.  We hope that this will create some meaningful 
discussions for you as families. 
  

Schedule  
6:15-6:45– Large Group-Meet in the Sanctuary.  Doors open at 6:00 pm. 
6:45-7:15– Small Group 
 

At this time, we will not offer a mid-week worship opportunity. The Wednesday service usually occurs every 
Wednesday D-Way meets, starting at 7:05 pm.  The service is open to the entire congregation and general 
public, but we hope that this midweek worship experience will provide another option for families, who are 
gone over a weekend. Once we resume Wednesday service, groups from D-Way will take turns greeting, 
ushering and serving communion.  
 

Specific 7th - 9th grade requirements  
Sermon Reflection Notes—All 7th-9th grade students are expected to complete and turn in 15 sermon 
reflections during the course of the year.   We believe that worship is vital to a living faith, and at the heart of 
worship is the proclamation of the Gospel!   It is our hope that you, as a family, will make it a priority to 
worship together on a regular basis, and that you will use those opportunities to have conversations together 
about the sermon.  Sermon reflections can be completed at any worship service here at St. John’s, but they 
can also be completed if you are visiting another congregation (we just ask that you attach a copy of their 
bulletin).  If you are out-of-town due to sports or family activities; and you are unable to attend worship, you 
can listen to the sermon via the St. John’s website, and then discuss the sermon together.   Your signature, as 
parents, will be the confirmation that you have indeed listened to the sermon together (whether in worship or 
online) and discussed the questions that are provided on the sermon reflection sheet (located on page 9.) 
 

Junior High Youth Gathering—All 7th & 8th graders are expected to attend the SW MN Synod Jr. High Youth 
Gathering in Willmar, MN at least once, but are encouraged to go every year. The dates are November 20-21 
This year the gathering will be virtual.  More information to come.  The cost is free! 
 

9th Grade Specific Requirement—One of the marks of being a Disciple is being a caring neighbor, not only 
inside the walls of St. John’s, but also in our community. Each one of us has been given unique gifts and talents 
and we are called to share these gifts with our church and community. You are required to complete 10 
service opportunities —5 of them here at St. John’s and 5 out in the community.  You will need to fill out a 
short questionnaire (located on page 8) after each one to receive credit. You have until October of your 10th 
grade year to complete this. The following is a list of areas (ideas) where you can serve. If you don’t see 
something on the list, contact one of the pastors. 

● Inside St. John’s: ushering, being a Scripture reader, being a Communion Assistant, helping with Altar Guild, 
helping with Tech Team, being a part of the Rejoice Team (singing, playing instrument etc.), or helping with 
Sunday School. 

● In our Community: being a Cardinal buddy, helping at the nursing home, tutoring, mowing/shoveling, helping at 
the Library, helping at the elementary or middle school 
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D-Way Schedule 2020-2021 
Please note that this is just a tentative schedule, and it can change. Please look in the weekly 

bulletin for updates or we will make sure to communicate it with your children. 
 
September 16— Guide Meeting, Parent Meeting 
September 23—D-Way Classes Begin 
September 30—Regular D-WAY 
 
October 7—Regular D-WAY 
October  14— No D-WAY—MEA Break 
October 21—D-Way Trick or Treat for Food  and  Confirmation Banquet 
October 28—Regular D-WAY 
 
November 4—Regular D-WAY 
November 11—Regular D-WAY 
November 18– Regular D-WAY 
November 25—No Class—Thanksgiving Eve 
 
December 2—Regular D-WAY 
December 9—Regular D-WAY 
December  16— Caroling 
December 23– No D-WAY 
December 30—No D-Way 
 
January 6—Regular D-WAY 
January 13—Regular D-WAY 
January 20—Regular D-WAY 
January 27—Regular D-WAY 
 
February 3—Regular D-WAY 
February 10 –Regular D-WAY 
February 17—Lent Service Ash Wednesday  
February 24– Lent Service  
 
March 3 – Lent Service 
March 10 – Lent Service 
March 17– Lent Service 
March 24—Lent Service 
March 31—No D-Way  Holy Week 
 
April 2 – Good Friday 
April 4 – Easter Sunday 
April 7 - Regular D-WAY 
April 14— Regular D-WAY 
April 21– Food For Kidz 
April 28– End of Year Celebration 
 
 
 

7 
 



 

9th Grade Service Requirement Notes 

Name: _____________________________________         Grade: ______        Date of Service Event: _________ 
  

What and who did you serve? 

  

  

  

Where did you serve? 

  

 

Write a brief summary of what you did. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Where or how did you see Christ present as you served? 

  

  

  

We have discussed these questions together 

Parent Signature:_________________________________________________________________________ 
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Sermon Reflection  

 

Name: ___________________________________________ Grade: ______ Date: _________________    the service attended:  

8:15am     9:00 am    10:30am       online       7:05pm  

 

What was the scripture reading? ______________________________  

 

What did you hear as the “main point” of the sermon?  

 

 

 

 

How does this message connect with your life?  

 

 

 

 

Where did you experience God this week?  

 

 

 

 

One question you have that is weighing on your mind right now? Could be in regards to the sermon, Bible story, 

faith or life in general.  

 

 

 

 

How can we pray for you this week?  

 

 

 

We have discussed these questions together Parent Signature___________________________________________ 
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