
A message from Pastor Dave... 

As I lead up to my retirement, I have been reflecting on some of the changes that have taken place within our 
congregation during my tenure as Lead Pastor. I want us to celebrate the positive changes that we have 
accomplished together as a congregation.  

This month I want to reflect more on some of the ministries that we have tried, started, ended, and grown over 
these past fourteen years: 

 Moved our worship times to provide an education hour between services during the school year. Began 
J.O.L.T. (Joy of Learning Together) adult education. 

 Healing Services led to Healing Prayers on the 5th Sundays (4 times a year) and once around the 
Thanksgiving and Christmas time, especially for those whom the holidays are a difficult time. 

 Began using the Narrative Lectionary, which takes us chronologically through the story of the Scripture 
each school year. 

 Began using the large granite baptismal font for baptisms. 

 Had Intinction Chalices made so that we could occasionally commune using the method of intinction. 

 Began offering gluten-free bread as an option during Communion. 

 Updated our constitution and bylaws to be in agreement with the model constitution of the ELCA. 

 Updated our Endowment bylaws and began awarding Endowment Grants each year from the earnings of 
the Endowment Fund (5% of the corpus each year). 

 Began using Communion Assistant crosses. 

 Began First Friday Communion Services at the Annandale Care Center. 

 Offered “Centered Life” classes. 

 Offered Grief Support Groups and Will Planning Workshops. 

 Developed a ninth grade led live “Stations of the Cross” Good Friday Service. 

 Began the Imposition of Ashes on each Ash Wednesday. 

 Moved to communing each Sunday during the seasons of Advent, Christmas and Easter. 

 Began featuring congregational members sharing how they live out their faith in their daily lives during our 
Midweek Lenten Services. 

 Planned “God’s Work, Our Hands” Sunday service projects. 

 Began celebrating Unity Sunday—one service, lunch and games. 

 Pastor Dave spent Thursday afternoons at McDonald’s, welcoming drop-in visits. 

 55+ gatherings and outings. 

 Offered a marriage care group. 

 Campfire sing-a-longs. 

 Thursday evening Campfire Worship. 

 Began doing background checks on leaders—especially those involved in our CYF ministries. 

 Continued support of our local food shelf, Sunset Ridge, and the Village Ranch. 

 Began attending the ELCA Youth Gatherings (again). 

 Two groups from St. John’s travelled to Matamba, Tanzania—and we hosted Father Albert Mligo and 
Father Augustine Mbiche numerous times. 

 We moved from the Lutheran Book of Worship (LBW) and With One Voice to the new Evangelical Lutheran 
Worship Hymnal. 

 Established Property and Hospitality Teams. 
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 Started using Mentors with our 10th grade confirmation students. 

 Began utilizing a summer preaching series. 

 Held multiple capital campaign programs—at least three with original music written by Pastor Dave. 

 Participated in “Stewardship for All Seasons” (a stewardship campaign). 

 Began developing Life Groups. 

 Switched to Church Windows as our operating system for all things congregational and financial within the 
church office. Moved all financial matters in house. 

 Began offering Simply Giving and online giving options. 

 Developed a web site and established a Facebook page. 

 Hosted a number of Valentine’s Day dinners at Southbrook. 

 Began Wednesday evening worship services during the school year. 

 Named our confirmation program “D-Way”. The name comes from the fact that the first Christians were 
called “People of the Way”, and the D represents our focus on DiSCIPLeship here at St. John’s. 

 Began using the Joyful Jar in worship to support local ministries. 

 Passion Sunday dramatic readings, using sung verses written by Pastor Dave. 

 Raised funds to provide Swahili Bibles for the people of Matamba, Tanzania, along with other needed 
items. 

 Hosted the Minnesota Adult and Teen Challenge Choir on multiple occasions. 

 Hosted the Brethren Quartet, Copper Street Brass, Tom Brinkman, Land of Lakes Choirboys, Brass Tacks, 
and an African Choir, etc. 

 Began participating in various Chamber events: Annandale Expo, the Chili Cook-Off, Fourth of July Parade, 
and the Downtown Halloween event. 

 Hosted a “safe” Halloween parade that distributed candy that is free of major food allergens. 

 Hosted the Celebration of Gifts Sundays, where we displayed the “gifts” of members of the congregation, in 
many forms. 

 Began using Thrivent Action Grants to support various projects. 

 Patty Behrends coordinated the Food Outreach Program. 

 Participated in Lutheran Night at the Target Field. 

 Created an online Prayer Chain. 

 Began using a new nominating process with the Nominating Committee. 

 Began taking the D-Way youth Christmas caroling, and having them collect food for the Annandale Food 
Shelf in the fall. 

 Began participating in the Souper Bowl of Caring. 

 Began hosting Green Team/Creation Care Sundays. 

 Began making and distributing prayer shawls—thanks to the Hands for Hope ministry. 

 Held Prayer Around the Cross services. 

 Began recognizing staff anniversaries (5, 10, 15 years…). 

 Kid’s Worship Quiet Bags, and extending an invitation to the kids to come forward to play percussion 
instruments on the final song in contemporary worship. 

 Singing global songs during the season of Epiphany and Spiritual Sunday. 

 Developed online worship (during COVID) and began using Zoom for meetings and Bible studies. 

Some of these ministries are still in place, some we did for a time, and some were things that didn’t take off—
but we gave them a try. Thanks to all who were a part of these efforts and gave of their time and talents to 
make them happen. We pray that each of these, in some way or another, served God’s mission and helped us 
and others grow deeper in faith. 

Lots of good memories! Lots of things to celebrate! 

God’s Peace, 

Pastor Dave 

 



A Message from the Church Council 

Dear Members of St. John’s. 

I am writing with an update on our progress regarding our call for a new Lead Pastor according to the synod 
guidelines. 

We are in the process of preparing our Ministry Site Profile (MSP). The MSP is the document that St. John’s 
submits to our synod and the pastoral candidates. The MSP will include all of the information from our 
previous strategic planning meetings. In addition, the council will be reaching out to every member by 
phone to gather your thoughts and recommendations to be included in the MSP. This is your time to voice 
any questions or concerns. It is important that we understand your feelings to make sure we secure the 
right candidate as our Lead Pastor. 

When all phone calls to the congregation are completed, we will submit the MSP to our synod 
representative. The synod will then send the MSP to potential pastoral candidates, which will include Pastor 
Alex, if he so chooses. 

The actual calling of the new pastor will not begin until Pastor Dave has officially retired. At that time, we 
will begin the process of calling our next Lead Pastor. 

In the coming weeks we will be selecting our call committee. Please keep them in your prayers as they 
work diligently to select the best candidate to lead St. John’s. 

If you have any additional questions or concerns, please feel free to reach out to any of our council 
members. 

God Bless, 

Ken Schumacher 
Council President 

 

Dear Members of St. John’s,  

We write to you with much joy and anticipation as we look to the future of St. John’s. By now, you should 
have received a brochure outlining St. John’s Strategic Plan moving forward into the future. Within that you 
would have read about our new/revised mission statement:  

“With open arms to all, together we live and share the love of Jesus.”  

This strategic plan is going to be a guide to us as we journey together over the next few years. Using this, 
along with our mission statement, we will be focusing on Five Core Values that we believe to be the primary 
ways that God is calling us, as a congregation, to live into and to live out our mission. These Core Values 
came out of the many hours of listening to you, community leaders, and organizations.  

Those Five Values are: 

Grace Centered Worship – Offering relevant and diverse opportunities for worship; 

Engaging Youth – A place to Grow and Thrive; 

Service – Responding to human needs wherever they may be; 

Inclusivity – Everyone has a place at the table; and 

Fostering Relationships – Building connections within and beyond St. John’s. 

We’ve already been at work, checking off some of the first “tasks” on the strategic plan. For example: 

 We’ve moved back to our two services on Sunday. 

 Coffee Bar is back! 

 We’ve invested in cameras to improve our live stream worship opportunities, which allows us to 
stream both Sunday services. 

 More opportunities to engage our youth through activities. 

 Firecracker 5k – Which had over 330 participants, tripling the amount from previous years! 

 Taco Booth  

 Bible Studies for men, women and youth.  

There are a lot of other exciting things coming up.  Here are a few: 

 Unity Sunday and the Celebration of St. John’s 135 years of ministry on September 12th, 2021. 

 Three new Event Walls and Volunteering Walls that will be a central location for signing up for 
events and volunteering. 
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 Life Groups will kick off once again this fall, with more opportunities to gather in smaller groups for 
all people. 

 D-Way will be using a new curriculum this fall that will allow us to provide more “take home” options 
to involve parents and encourage faith conversations. 

 Wednesday evening worship services will once again start up this fall. 

 We will be moving the youth room in the Education Building to a larger space and giving it a face lift. 

We are so excited about the many things God has in store for St. John’s, but one thing is certain: we can’t 
accomplish them without your support.   

St. John’s has an opportunity to be a driving force in this community. To be a community of faith known for 
its love, grace, inclusivity, joy and service. To move fully into the mission God has for us and to live into 
this strategic plan that was formed from a lot of listening: to the Annandale community, its leaders, and of 
course…you! For us to fully live into this, we need the support of St. John’s members. Yes, that does mean 
financially…but equally important is your involvement.  

So we ask that if you’ve fallen behind in your giving, consider the ways in which you are able to catch back 
up. If that isn’t possible, please, please know that any gift - big or small - is contributing to the life changing 
ministries of St. John’s. We also ask that you consider the ways you are being called to serve and volunteer 
at St. John’s by helping in those areas that many of you did before COVID, or maybe in new ways, as God 
is calling you to try something different and unique.  

Brothers and sisters, we are in the midst of some exciting times. Now, more than ever, God is calling us to 
gather, worship, sing God’s praises, and be in community together. God has called St. John’s to be a place 
known for its grace centered worship, a place where young people are known and loved, a church that 
reaches beyond its walls, a place where all people feel valued, loved and included, and a church that brings 
people together - to love, worship and support one another in all seasons of life. Won’t you join us in this 
journey? 

In Christ, 

Your St. John’s Church Council 

In-Person Worship & Live-Streaming 

We are back to our “normal” two worship service summers schedule with services at 8:30am (traditional) and 
10:00am (contemporary), with refreshments served in between services. It is our plan to livestream both of 
these services. 

Altar Guild, Tech Team and Ushers Needed! 

As we move forward and return to whatever the “new normal” is going to look like, it is important to remember 
that we will need more volunteers to help with Sunday morning activities: e.g., greeters, ushers, tech team, 
altar guild, and coffee bar teams.  

If you are interested and willing to serve on our altar guild (and help us get back to personal distribution of 
communion), please contact the church office.  

If you are willing to help usher, please sign up on the sign up board in the gathering area, or by using the Sign 
Up Genius that is sent out each week. When we have the weeks covered, we will move back to passing the 
plates, etc. We could really use a couple of “head” ushers for our early and late worship services. If you are 
interested and willing to serve in that capacity, please contact the church office. 

Upcoming Preaching Series 

Starting August 8th, we will begin a new preaching series that lifts up the Five Core Values that have been 
identified in our Strategic Plan. Each week we will unpack one of those values, and look at how God is calling 
St. John’s to live into our new Strategic Plan.  

August 8th—Grace Centered Worship 

August 15th—Engaging Youth 

August 22nd—Service 

August 29th—Inclusivity 

September 5th—Fostering Relationships 

Weddings, Baptisms & Celebrations of Life 

In regards to these life events, we invite you to contact the church office and we will be happy to share with 
you the options that are available. 



Communion 

In regards to Holy Communion, we have returned to our regular schedule of communing on the first, second, 
and fourth Sundays each month. Those communing online will need to provide their own elements (e.g., wine 
or grape juice and bread) or you are invited to pick up elements at the church during regular office hours. For 
the time being, we will continue to use prepackaged elements. It is our hope to move back to personal 
distribution once we have enough new and returning members of our Altar Committee ready to resume their 
important work. 

Usage of Our Facilities by Outside Groups 

We have begun to allow outside groups to resume using our facilities (following CDC guidelines). Outside 
groups must have an updated 2021 building use form on file in the church office. 

COVID Protocols 

We ask that people follow the CDC and Governor’s guidelines for masking and physical distancing. The two 
outside sections of the sanctuary continue to be marked for those who would prefer physical distancing, but 
individuals are free to sit where they are most comfortable. 

Please be respectful of one another—and honor where each other is on this journey. Remember, while some 
are excited to resume “normal” activities, others remain apprehensive. Let us continue to do what’s needed to 
protect our neighbors in a spirit of Christlike love. 

Endowment Committee News 

St. John’s has been blessed by a member of our congregation that has generously donated $1,000.00 to be 
awarded to 2 graduating seniors. The Endowment committee has been asked to review all applications and 
make the selection according to the donor’s guidelines. The scholarships are to be distributed as follows: 
$500.00 for a student attending a 2 year technical college, and $500.00 for a student attending a 4 year 
college. We would love to give out scholarships to all that apply, but at this time, our resources are limited. If 
you are interested in making an additional donation to this scholarship fund, please contact the church office. 

The recipients for the 2021 scholarships are: 

Justin Lampi, who will be attending St. Cloud Technical College, enrolling in the 2 year Carpentry Program. 

Arthur Kjaer, who will be attending Weber State University in Ogden, Utah. He is planning on a degree in 
fine arts and/or business. 

Congratulations and best wishes to all of the St. John’s graduating seniors! 
Submitted by Phyllis Framstad 

Have you included the St. John’s Endowment in your estate plan? There are a variety of options available to 
you. To learn about the many ways to make a planned gift, please contact the InFaith Community Foundation 
at (800) 365-4172 (where our St. John’s Endowment is held) and they will be happy to explain them to you. 

Gifts and memorials are another way you can support our Endowment Fund. Please know that we are grateful 
for each and every gift given to the St. John’s Endowment—no matter the size—whether it is through your 
estate or as a gift in memory or in honor of someone. A gift to our Endowment Fund is a gift that keeps on 
giving! 

Cemetery Committee Update 

The Cemetery Committee is an independently funded committee charged with the management and upkeep of 
the St. John’s Lutheran Church Cemetery. Envelopes for donations are located with the Cemetery Fund 
collection box outside of the church office, on the drop box table. Donations may also be included with your 
regular monthly offering. 

Checks can be made out to St. John’s Cemetery Fund. 

Thank you! 

The Property Committee Needs You! 

Yes, the Property Committee needs additional 
members to ensure our church property continues 
to have the inviting appearance we’ve come to 
expect, and are proud to present! All members 
are welcome—we’re not an exclusive ‘old men’s’ 
group! People of all ages are encouraged to 
participate. Our work includes the church’s 
interior, exterior, and grounds. The same applies 
to the Education Building and, as needed, the 
White House. 

Please jump at this unique opportunity to help 
serve our church and each other by contacting either Pastor Dave, LuVerne Anderson, Dan Berg, Gary 
Geisinger, Ron Johnson, Cory Nelson, Duane Sprague, or Harold Sanderson. 
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Events 

2021—135th Anniversary Of St. John’s 

This year marks our 135th year of ministry here in the Annandale area. We give thanks for God’s 
faithfulness throughout those many years, and we look forward to celebrating this important milestone 
together on September 12th. 

D-Way Guides and Sunday School Teachers 

Do you enjoy working with youth? Do you enjoy being a part of a young person’s faith journey? Well, you 
are certainly needed! D-Way (St. John’s Confirmation Program) and Sunday School will be starting this fall 
and is in need of guides and teachers. There will be a sign up in the Gathering Area space in August with 
more details. 

If you have any questions, let Jolene Davidson (jdavidson@stjohns-annandale.org) or Emily Combs 
(ecombs@stjohns-annandale.org) know. D-Way and Sunday School Registration will begin on Monday, 
August 16th. 

Coming Up in September & October... 

September 6th—Labor Day 

7th—First Day of School 

12th—Join us for Unity Sunday! We will gather together for one worship service at 9:30am. After we 
worship we will have a congregational lunch, games, bounce houses and other fun events for our 
youth. Finally, we will have a ministry fair before and after our Unity Service. This will be an 
opportunity for the many ministries of St. John’s to share what they are up to, and give people the 
option of signing up for different ministries and events. We hope that St. John’s is busy and packed on 
the 12th and throughout the entire year. Stay tuned for more specific details in the coming weeks. 

19th—Sunday School Open House 

26th—First Day of Sunday School 

October 7th at 7:00pm—Patty Wetterling is coming to our church to speak about “Keeping Hope Alive”. 
There will be a free-will offering. This event is open to the public. 

21st through 22nd—No School; Fall Vacation 

30th at 3:00pm—Parking Lot Halloween Parade 

31st at 1:00pm—Confirmation Service 
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August 

S M T W T F S 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
Junior and Senior 

High Stand-Up 
Paddle Boarding 

4:45pm 

 
 

   

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
Traditional Worship 

8:30am 
 

Outdoor 
Contemporary 

Worship 
10:00am 

 
 

  Men’s Bible Study 
8:00am-9:45am 

 

Sr. High Summer 
Bible Study with 

Pastor Alex 9:00am 
at In Hot Water 

 

Women’s Bible Study 
10:00am-11:30am 

 

Games at the GaGa 
5th through 12th 

Grades 
6:00pm 

Annandale Christian 
Women Meeting 

10:00am 
 

Women’s Stand-Up 
Paddle Boarding 

4:45pm 
 

CYF Team Meeting 
8:00pm 

 Open House for 
Bishop Jon 
Anderson 

1:00pm to 5:00pm 
Redwood Area 

Community Center 
901 E. Cook Street 

Redwood Falls, 
56283 

 
 
 
 

Outdoor Family 
Movie Night 

8:00pm 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
Traditional Worship 

8:30am 
 

Contemporary 
Worship 
10:00am 

 
 

2021—22 
Faith Formation 

Registration Opens 

 Men’s Bible Study 
8:00am-9:45am 

 

Sr. High Summer 
Bible Study with 

Pastor Alex 9:00am 
at In Hot Water 

 

Women’s Bible Study 
10:00am-11:30am 

 

 

   

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
Traditional Worship 

8:30am 
 

Outdoor 
Contemporary 

Worship 
10:00am 

 
 

  Men’s Bible Study 
8:00am-9:45am 

 

Sr. High Summer 
Bible Study with 

Pastor Alex 9:00am 
at In Hot Water 

 

Women’s Bible Study 
10:00am-11:30am 

 
Junior High  
RAK Attack 

6:00pm 

   

29 30 31     
Traditional Worship 

8:30am 
 

Contemporary 
Worship 
10:00am 

 
Blessing of the 

Backpacks 

End of the Summer 
Lake Party on  
Lake Sylvia 

 
5th through 8th 

Grades: 
11:00am—3:00pm 

 
9th through 12th 

Grades: 
4:00pm—8:00pm 

 

     

  

 
August 1st—Calling & Community: Genesis 12:4-6 

New Preaching Series: Our Values 
August 8th—Grace Centered Worship: Psalm 150; Isaiah 40:31; 

Habakkuk 3:17-18; Romans 5:1-11; John 4:21-24 
August 15th—Engaging Youth: Ruth 1:16-18; 1 Timothy 4:12; 

Hebrews 13:7; Matthew 28:19-20 
August 22nd—Service: Isaiah 58:6-8a; Micah 6:8; 1 John 3:11,16-18; 

Matthew 25:34-36  
August 29th—Inclusivity: Isaiah 25:6-9; Romans 15:7; Galatians 3:28; 

John 3:16-17 

Sunday Scripture Readings 
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Matamba Update 

Over the past year, St. John’s Lutheran Church has provided continuing supporting the work and needs of our 
brothers and sisters in Matamba, Tanzania. Support has included medication for the hospital, building needs 
for the school, medical care for Father Mbiche, worship items for the church, and many more. Not only have  
...Matamba Update continued from previous page. 
they been impacted by COVID, they have also had personal and family health issues and the unexpected death 
of their bishop. Here are some words of gratitude to share with you from Father Mligo and Father Mbiche: 

Dear Mona, Terri, and the whole congregation of St. John Lutheran Church! 

From the bottom of my heart I thank you very much for your donation in order to buy medicines! 
Thank you very much! This morning I will drive to Mbeya to get the money from the bank and to 
buy medicines. We really had no medicines. Again thank you very much and may God continue to 
bless you! My thanks and greetings to everybody! 

 Yours,  

 Fr. Albert Mligo 

 Dear Mona, 

 I am very glad to inform you that the money has reached me today safely. I thank you very much 
for your generosity to me. Next week on Tuesday, I will be going to Dar Es Salaam for cancer 
treatment. God bless you and the St. John’s Congregation. 

 Fr. Mbiche 

On behalf of Father Mligo, Father Mbiche, and the Matamba Church, thank you for the prayers and support for 
the people and this ministry in East Africa.  

Asante sana! 
Submitted by Mona Volden 

Taco Booth 

We had a record breaking Taco Booth year! Many thanks to everyone who volunteered either in the booth, with 
transporting food, setting up the booth, and/or with take down to make this fundraiser possible for our youth 
programs. We would especially like to thank the people who stepped up to fill in the shifts last minute on the 
4th of July, which had very few volunteers. This year we ran out of food with less than an hour to go! It is safe 
to say our St. John’s Taco Booth is a hit at the carnival! 

Firecracker 5k 

Many thanks to ALL who participated in the race this year and/or volunteered. We had over 300 participants 
and 40 volunteers on race day! This year many changes were made leading up to the event to take it to the 
next level in hopes of increasing participation, including: 

 Moving the race from the 4th of July to a day surrounding the holiday. 

 Introducing the 1 mile race for those who didn’t want to participate in a full 5k. 

 “Kid Pacers” on the 1 mile course, which consisted of staff from Annandale Elementary—including the 
Principal—so that young kids who were anxious could run next to familiar faces. 

 USATF Certification for both courses to appeal to serious runners. 

 Investing in “chip timing” for the first time. 

 Included post-race activities like Far, Far Away Face Painting and a fun photo opportunity area. 

 Donating part of our proceeds to an organization in the community—$1,000.00 to the Annandale ISD 
Activities Fund! and 

 Hiring Craig Mullenbach of Mullenbach Photo to come take pictures throughout the event. 

We are excited to see the growth of this event, and look forward to seeing you again next summer! Save the 
date for Saturday, July 2nd, 2022! 

Life Groups 

This fall we will be kicking off our Life Groups once again. 

What are Life Groups? We believe God created us to live in relationship with others so that we can grow in 
our faith, walk with each other in the many seasons of life, and to serve others. That’s why Life Groups 
exist—to make these life-changing connections relevant and accessible to you. Life Groups meet at all 
different times, days and locations, and there are many different groups to choose from. 

Life Groups continued on the next page... 
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What happens in a Life Group? Though every group differs in how they do things, many groups enjoy a 
time of food, fellowship, and prayer. Each group decides what they will do and when. Most importantly each 
group will be able to grow in relationship with one another, and the group will be able to provide support 
and care throughout all seasons of life. There have been many different life groups over the last few years: 
Guys and Brews, Ladies and Brews, couples groups, art groups, book groups, Bible study groups, 
mindfulness groups, young moms, parents of seniors, Empty Nesters, and more. Some of these groups are 
still meeting, and many more will kick off this fall. 

How do I join a Life Group? Are you interested in joining one of our Life Groups? Starting on Unity Sunday 
(September 12th) we will have sign ups for the many different opportunities. 

Willing to start a Life Group? Maybe you feel called to start your own? We are in need of people willing to 
be the point person for their life group. Just pick the time of the week you’d like to meet and the topic/type 
of group. Let Pastor Alex know, and he will add it to the sign ups. 

Many Thanks 

 For everyone's understanding and support as we move step by step into our “new normal”. We do so 
recognizing that the pandemic is still out there, and we still, in all that we do, want to love our neighbor in 
the process. 

 For all who have been sharing their offerings in worship, sending in their offerings, dropping them off at the 
church, or using one of our online giving options. Your generosity, especially in the midst of these trying 
times, has been and continues to be deeply appreciated. 

 To those who are assisting with in-person worship as ushers, tech team volunteers, musicians, and others. 

 To all of those who are serving as part of our Summer Lawn Mowing Teams. 

 To all who helped with the Firecracker 5k—especially Emily & Mike Combs. 

 To all who helped serve at this year’s Taco Stand, for all those that donated water, purchased tacos, helped 
set up and take down the stand, and anything and everything in between. 

 To all who participated in St. John’s entry in the Fourth of July Parade. 

 To Ardis Nelson for filling in for Becky Unger and playing piano at our early service. 

 For Pastor Dave as he begins his fifteenth year at St. John’s and his 40th year of ministry. 

 To all who donated items to this year’s Vacation Bible School, and to all who have volunteered to teach and 
assist. 

 To those that delivered Meals on Wheels in the month of July: Harold and Pat Sanderson, Ardis and Mark 
Nelson, Aleah Edwards, Carrie Hanson, and Esther Hanlon. St. John’s next turn delivering Meals on Wheels 
is January, 2022. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church Council Meeting 
July 19th, 2021 

Present:  Ken Schumacher, Carter Diers, Hope Sykora, Jason Eastling, Patty Behrends, Patty Fasching, 
Nathan Woodford, Dan Berg, Jim Marsh, Eva McClelland, Pastor Alex, and Pastor Dave 

Others Present:  

Absent: Linda Dircks and Alyssa Domogala 

 Call to Order: Ken Schumacher called the meeting to order at 7:00pm. 

 Scripture and Prayer: Pastor Dave 

 Approval of the Agenda:  Motion to approve the agenda as present. M/S/P Carter Diers, Patty Fasching  

 Secretary’s Report: Motion to approve the June 2021 Council Minutes as presented. M/S/P Eva McClelland, 
Jim Marsh 

 Treasurer’s Report: Motion to approve the June Financial Reports as presented. M/S/P Carter Diers, Jason 
Eastling  

 Executive Committee:   

 Approved donated copier for CYF Building—information only. 

 Approved moving forward to upgrading our phone system. 

Council Minutes continued on the next page... 
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 Pastor Dave’s Report 

 Pastor Alex’s Report 

 Old Business:  

 Strategic Plan: Carter gave an updated and outlined the timelines. The Strategic Plan will be moved to 
its own agenda item and discussed each meeting moving forward. 

 New Business: 

 Unity/Anniversary Sunday: September 12th—focus will be on Unity Sunday, however, the Anniversary 
will be part of the service. 

 Pastor Dave’s Retirement: October 3rd—committee will be meeting soon.  

 Pastoral Transition Stuff: Ken is working with Steve Cook to develop a timeline that will be shared with 
the congregation. 

 Stewardship Program (Fall of 2021): Offer through the Synod—Building a Culture of Generosity. Pastor 
Alex will be talking with Pete Ruess soon.  

 Ministry Updates: 

 Discussion on what to do with the donated quilts. Offer as gifts to the boys and girls at the Village 
Ranch programs. 

 Upcoming Agenda Items: 

 Need to start talking about what wil happen after the building is paid off in February, 2022. 

 White House future use; intended purpose. 

 Proposal of a way to offer assistance to others in need—Executive Committee will hear about a program 
that another church is doing with success. 

 Reminders: 

 Sign up for offering pick up. 

 Adjournment: Motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:33pm. M/S/P Patty Behrends, Jim Marsh 

 Closing: Lord’s Prayer 

Prayer Shawls are Available 

If you, or someone you know, could use a physical and tangible expression of God’s presence and love, we 

want you to know that prayer shawls are available. Please contact the church office to reserve one or more, 

and you can either arrange to pick them up at the church, or if needed, there are folks who will deliver them to 

you. 

  
Monthly  
Income  

Monthly  
Expenses  Balance 

General Fund, June 2021  $32,928.04  $39,978.36  $324.71 

General Fund, 2020 Monthly Average  36,164.91  32,453.20   

       

Building Fund, June 2021  $ 9,877.55  $ 9,614.36  $22,039.52 

1. The General Fund had $7,050.32 more in expenses than income in June, 2021. In addition, a transfer of 

$2,000.00 was made from the General Fund to the Building Fund as a result of correspondence with     

members who made their wishes for designation known after the funds were received. 

2. We maintain a positive balance in the Building Fund. Mortgage payments are $9,587.00 monthly; the interest 

rate is at 4.5%. Loan matures 02/01/2022. 
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Condolences 

Holly and Brian Peterson and family at the death of Brian’s mother. 

Roger & Peggy Beuning at the death of Roger’s sister, Vera. 

Blaine & Diane Barkley, Emily & Mike Combs and family, Allison Barkley and Kim Barkley at the death of their son, 
brother, and uncle, Darren. We remember Darren’s four children: Xaria, Alexis, Jayqun, and Komikko. 

Gloria & Dave Warner and family at the death of their son, David Jr., especially his surviving wife and two daughters. 

Dino Tumbam (former St. John’s Intern) at the passing of his wife, Anne. 

Bev Sorensen and family and the death of her great granddaughter, Alanna. 

Bruce Bartels and family at the death of his wife, Joyce. 

Pastor Dave & Diane Nelson and their family at the death of Diane’s father, James McBride.  

Ruth Gruys and her family at the death of Arnie. 

Our brothers and sisters of Matamba, Tanzania, at the death of their bishop. 

Healing 

Members of St. Johns      Family & Friends of St. John’s 

Jenny Klein for healing after her upcoming surgery.  Dolly & Ron Alger’s daughter, Kim, during her cancer 

Howard Rotsolk for his hip replacement,     treatments. 

 extensive pain and difficulty walking.   Jo Heyd, for support and healing. 

Ardis Nelson for the healing of her eye.   Mary Gunnarson’s daughter-in-law, Jeanette, while 

Wayne Mader for comfort.       recovering from back surgery. 

Jolene Davidson for answers and healing while  Anne Peterson, grandmother of Aleah Edwards, for 

 she searches for answers for her back issues.   strength and comfort. 

Vernette Heidenrich for healing.    Sally Mozingo for healing.  

Maynard Nilson for healing.     Patty Behrends’ neighbor, Diane, who broke her hip 

Shirley Schmidt, for healing.      and knee in a fall. 

Karen Olson, for her upcoming hip replacement and  Sally Mozingo’s step-son, Cyril, while battling cancer. 

 iron infusions.      David Johnson’s brother, Bruce, while recovering from 

Tara Smith, for support and healing during her battle   a tick bite, and 

 with breast cancer.       his brother-in-law, Jerry Stoppelman, while 

Colleen Vinkemeier during her kidney dialysis.    recovering from a stroke. 

Judy Johnson, for healing during cancer treatments.  Fr. Mbiche for healing and strength during his battle 

Assisted Living and Care Center Facilities    with cancer. 

Willard Leinonen—Havenwood in Buffalo   Jill Brzinkski for healing and support during her battle 

Geraldine Nelson—Annandale Care Center    with cancer. 

Mike (Harlan) Meyer—Centennial Villa    Linda Frey’s brother (Terry) and sister (Laura) for  

Elizabeth Olson—moved to Cottonwood, MN    support and comfort.  

Doris Nicka—Annandale Care Center       

Lorenchia Scott—Big Lake Assisted Living    

Luverna Anderson—Parkview Care Center in Buffalo  

Ruth Gruys—Centennial Villa 

Support 

Alex Steffen—Son of Lori Steffen 

Dasan Hood Beckman—son of Keith and Laura Hood Beckman 

Jessica Forness—Joint Base Goose Creek, SC—U.S. Navy 

Alec Swanson—Grandson of John & Diane Swanson—Charleston, SC—U.S. Air Force 

Seth & Samantha Swanson—Grandson of Lloyd & Maria Johnson—Norfolk—U.S. Navy 

Sean & Courtney Johnson—Grandson of Lloyd & Maria Johnson—Port Huenema, CA—U.S. Navy 

Robin (Ekholm) O’Connor & Jesse O’Connor—daughter and son-in-law of Bryan & Lucy Ekholm—Fairchild Air Force 
Base—Spokane, WA—U.S. Air Force 

McKenna & Jake Ekholm Malloy—daughter of Bryan & Lucy Ekholm—San Angelo, TX—U.S. Air Force 

Teddy & Mavis Erickson—Fort Bragg, NC—U.S. Army 

Gratitude and Praise 

Pat Larson, on another clean health report. 

Judy Johnson, for ongoing and successful recovery after shoulder surgery. 

Pastor Alex & Gabbie for the birth of their son, Jonathan James (“JJ”). 
Note: If a correction is needed or you would like a name removed or added, please inform the church office. In an effort to keep the list current and 

accurate, we will be updating/removing prayer requests on a monthly basis.  

Please contact aedwards@stjohns-annandale.org. 
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331 Harrison St. S 
Annandale, MN 55302 

 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Office Phone: (320) 274-8827 
Office Fax: (320) 274-7283 
 
Email: info@stjohns-annandale.orrg 
Website: www.stjohns-annandale.org 

St. John’s Staff 

Dave Nelson, Lead Pastor 
 dnelson@stjohns-annandale.org 

Alex Becker, Pastor 
 abecker@stjohns-annandale.org 

Jolene Davidson, Office Administrator & 
 CYF Coordinator (5th Grade to Graduation) 
 jdavidson@stjohns-annandale.org 

Aleah Edwards, Financial Administrator 
 aedwards@stjohns-annandale.org 

Emily Combs, CYF Coordinator (Birth to 4th Grade),  
 Sunday School Director, & VBS Director 
 ecombs@stjohns-annandale.org 

Becky Unger, Pianist 

George Gravdal, Custodial 

Mark Nelson, Chancel Choir Director 

Join us online for Livestreamed service 
on our Facebook page: 

www.facebook.com/stjohnsannandale 
 

8:30am: Traditional 
 

10:00am: Contemporary 


