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A Message from Pastor Dave… 
 
A Time to Review the Eighth Commandment 
You don’t have to be active on Facebook or Twitter to know that we are living through days of deep division within our country.   
Whether it’s the effectiveness of wearing masks in a global pandemic, or whether or not schools should be opening this fall, or 
whether people should have the right to vote by mail, or whether we should or should not keep confederate statues… the top-
ics are many, and the emotions behind the debates are intense; if not downright hateful. 
 
In light of what’s going on, I believe that it’s important for all of us to remember the eighth commandment:  “You shall not bear 
false witness against your neighbor” and especially what Martin Luther wrote about that commandment in his Small Cate-
chism.   Luther wrote:  “We are to fear and love God, so that we do not tell lies about our neighbors, betray or slander them, or 
destroy their reputations.  Instead we are to come to their defense, speak well of them, and interpret everything they do in the 
best possible light.” 
 
I really like how Luther, in his catechism, not only points out what each commandment says “no” to, but also, reminds us of the 
greater “yes” that each commandment seeks to uplift. Whether we are blue or red, conservative or progressive, Democratic or 
Republican – this commandment is addressed to us. Whether we like the idea of wearing masks, or see them as an infringe-
ment on our personal rights – this commandment is addressed to us. Whether we support the opening of our schools, or be-
lieve our school officials should move forward cautiously – this commandment is addressed to us.  Whether we support “voting 
by mail” or are against it – this commandment is addressed to us.  Whether we think it’s about time that we take down confed-
erate statues, or whether we think such things should be left alone – this commandment is addressed to us; to all of us! 
 
It calls us into respectful dialogue – where we seek first to understand, rather than to be understood.  It calls us to treat each 
other with dignity – as beloved children of God – and to honor each other’s personhood and name.   It calls us to speak truth 
(and that means often doing our homework, making sure that what we tweet and post is accurate and factual), it means re-
fraining from using derogatory and inflammatory rhetoric, it means sharing our opinions, but doing so in a way that does not 
put the other person on the defensive, but rather invites them into a thoughtful conversation. 
 
But more than that, as Luther points out, it means protecting the rights of others to disagree with us, it means defending their 
right of an opinion, it means reading and interpreting whatever they say in the best possible light.   That means, instead of 
jumping to conclusions, or making assumptions, we should take the time to ask clarifying questions, to seek first to understand 
rather than to be understood. 
 
We are living through some challenging times.   Tensions are high, divisions are great, and our future as a country, in many 
ways, depends upon how we manage the days ahead.   I would hope that as people of faith, of people who follow the Prince of 
Peace, of people who are called to love as we have first been loved, that we might be a calming voice in the midst of all the 
chaotic noise.  That we might be a community that seeks to bring people together, rather than to tear people apart.  That we 
might be about the work of reconciliation rather than division. 
 
These are unprecedented times – but they are times when the world needs the witness, and the leadership of the Church 
more than ever.   A Church that, following the example of Jesus, seeks to serve rather than be served, that cares for all people 
and not just those who agree with us, that is willing to enter into the “muck” rather than avoiding the difficult conversations, and 
does all these things in a spirit of love and compassion. 
 
In these times, may others – outside the Church – look on us and say, what they said of Christians of old: “See how they love 
one another.”   And may the fragrance of Christ’s love for us, permeate all that we do and say. 
 
So, the next time you are getting ready to share a post or a tweet, the next time you are ready to respond to someone’s hateful 
words, the next time you are in a heated conversation --- remember the eighth commandment, and let the words of Luther’s 
Small Catechism, guide your response.   That will be my goal… I hope you will join me. 
 
 
Your Servant in Christ, 
Pastor Dave 

https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsannandale
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Zoom Conversation with the Pastors and St. John’s Friends 
We as pastors invite you to join us, and other St.John’s friends, on Zoom.  We are enjoying this times of con-
versation.  It has been fun to gather together, to see each other’s faces, and to share lots of laughs.  We will 
share the Zoom meeting invite link on through Email blasts and we invite you to join us. 
               
              Pastor Dave will host on Wednesday nights from 8-9pm  
              Pastors will host Sunday mornings at 9:15am   

Sunday Scripture Readings 
Over the summer we have been sharing a sermon series entitled:  “Everyday Spirituality” based on a 
book by the same title, written by James Hazelwood, bishop of the New England Synod of the Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church in America.  We have been focusing on various things that we all do every day, eve-
ry week, or every so often; they may not fall into the traditional categories, but they each are spiritual.  
And in this time that we are living through, this time of pandemic when we are physical distancing and 
worshiping online, this time when all the traditional categories of church life have been disrupted, it’s im-
portant to realize how “in living out an everyday ordinary, seemingly routine life, we are living out a spiritu-
ality.  Not the kind of spirituality that’s set apart.  Not the kind where you go off to a retreat center for si-
lence and good food and walks in nature… But a spirituality that is real on Mondays at 6 a.m. when the 
alarm goes off, and Thursday during dinner with my kids, and Fridays between the grocery store and the 
gym.”  -James Hazelwood.  The final weeks of this series will focus on the following themes: 
 
August 2 -  Clean – Genesis 33:1-10  (together with  1 John 1:8-9.  
August 9 -   Question - Habakkuk 1:2-3 , Matthew 14:22-33  
August 16-   Reduce -  Deuteronomy 8; Luke 12: 15-34 
August 23 – Surrender - Isaiah 41:10, Jonah 4:6-11  
August 30 – Disagree - Matthew 18:15-20  
September 6 – Work    Exodus 18 and Colossians 3:17, Ephesians 4:25-5:2 

Sunday Worship Schedule   
Each Sunday you are encouraged to join us for worship at 8:30 on Facebook 
Premier.   You will be able to say “hello” to others in real time using the chat. We 
also hope that you will use the chat to share prayer concerns, to comment on the 
one thing that you are going to take away from the worship service, or to share 
where you are seeing God these days, etc. 
 
The worship service will continue to be available on our St.John’s Facebook page, 
via a link on our web page, and via an email link – you can watch at your own  
convenience. 
 
We also want to try to connect better with those who are not online.   
We have tried to connect those we know of, who do not have online capabilities, 
with a “worship buddy” who will call you on Sunday, and they will place their phone 
next to their computer speaker so that you have the opportunity to listen to our 
service.  If you do not have a “worship buddy” – but would appreciate the  
opportunity to listen to our Sunday services -please call the church office and we will connect you with someone. 

We will be holding Parking Lot Services on Sundays, August 9th and 30th at 9am.   You will be able to listen to the service via the 
sound system or via your FM Car Radio, or sit in designated spots on lawn chairs.   We have again made arrangement to rent the City’s 
Band shell to serve as our stage area.  We will have individuals directing traffic and getting people parked.  If you choose to sit outside, 
please wait in your vehicle until you are directed to one of the marked seating areas.  We ask that you wear face masks, and practice 

physical distancing, as you move to and from your seating area.  Please know that there will not be bathrooms available.   
We also ask that you would not rideshare. 

Communion Service at Annandale Care Center   
Our monthly services of Holy Communion are suspended until the Care Center lifts its visiting restrictions  

Bible Studies, Ministry Team Meetings, Etc. 
We will continue to hold Bible studies, Ministry Team meetings, and Council meetings via Zoom.   
 
Sacraments 
As of now, we will be continuing our Holy Communion fast.  In regards to Baptisms, we invite you to contact the church office, 
and we will be glad to visit with you about the options that are available, according to the guidelines of the Health Department  

Parking Lot Worship Page 7 
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Condolences 
Sharon Snabb at the death of her sister: Barb  

Margaret Groop at the death of her husband, Pastor Ed  
 

Healing-Members of St. John’s 
Dave Warner - Prayers for healing 
Jenny Klein – Cancer Treatment 

Judy Peterson – Cancer Treatment 
Donna and Kevin Koetcher – death of their brother-in-law: Mike 

Karen and Clint Olson, Holly and Brian Peterson and their extended family  - death of their son/brother: Scott 
Shirley Schmidt – healing 

  
Assisted Living/Care Center Facilities 

Geraldine Nelson -  Annandale Care Center 
Hazel Strand - at Watkins Assisted Living 

Lorenchia Scott - at Big Lake Assisted Living 
Verna Dahnke - at Watkins Assisted Living 

Barb Beals - at Annandale Care Center 
Elizabeth Olson -  Annandale Assisted Living 

 
Healing-Family & Friends of St. John’s 
Kim – daughter of Dolly and Ron Alger – Cancer Treatment 

Judy Johnson – healing after shoulder surgery 
 

Support   
Alex Steffen – son of Lori Steffen 

Dasan Hood Beckman – son of Keith and Laura Hood Beckman 

Zac Sykora - Son of Hope & Todd Sykora; MN National Guard Deployed 

Jessica Forness - Joint Base Goose Creek, SC - US Navy 

Lorenzo Swanson - Grandson of John & Diane Swanson; Camp Lejeune, NC—Marines 

Alec Swanson - Grandson of John & Diane Swanson-Charleston, SC  Air Force 

Seth & Samantha Johnson - Grandson of Lloyd & Maria Johnson; Norfolk, US Navy - deployed 

Sean & Courtney Johnson - Grandson of Lloyd & Maria Johnson; PT Hueneme, CA - U.S. Navy - deployed 

Robin (Ekholm) O’Connor & Jesse O’Connor - Daughter and son-in-law 

of Bryan & Lucy Ekholm; Washtington, Spokane - Fair Child Air Force Base 

McKenna and Jake Ekholm Malloy- Daughter of Bryan & Lucy Ekholm; 
St. Angello, TX - Air Force 

Teddy and Mavis Erickson  - Fort Bragg, North Carolina - Army 

Erin Schwanke - Daughter of Ron & Sue Schwanke; Coronado, CA- U.S. Navy   
 
 
 

Note: If a correction is needed or you would like a name removed or added please inform the church office.   
In an effort to keep the list current and accurate, we will be updating/removing prayer requests on a monthly  

basis; please contact  andrea@stjohns-annandale.org.   
 
 

Thank you! 

Keep Us In Your Prayers 
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Our monthly service of Holy Communion will be May 3 at 1:30pm. While this worship service is intended for             
s members who are residents at the Care Center and Centennial Villa apartments, it is open to all           

2022 due to the COVID-19 virus. 
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Financial Update                                                                                                                   
First of all, I want to say a BIG “thank you” for your continued generosity these past months.  Even though we have not been able to 
gather together, you continue to support the ministry of St. John’s faithfully and generously.   Thanks to you we are continuing to offer 
online worship (which is reaching people outside our congregation and beyond our community), Bible studies, and fellowship gatherings 
that provide encouragement, hope, strength, and peace to many during these challenging times.  We have begun some outside Parking 
Lot Worship services, and hope to continue with a couple more in August.   We continue to provide pastoral care to those in need.  Our 
Property Team has been busy making needed repairs and upkeep (e.g. painting and landscaping to move water away from the house) to 
the White House.  Other ministry teams continue to meet and plan via Zoom meetings.  And currently we are trying, as best as we can, 
to plan for the fall – for how we will do Sunday school and D-Way, worship, and all our other regular ministries in an ever changing world.  
We will need to be flexible.  But we are able to do all of this because of your continued generosity and financial support.  So please re-
ceive my heartfelt “Thank you.” 
 
Secondly, as you know, we applied for and received a PPP loan through the government of just over $60,000.  The purpose of this grant 
was to keep individuals employed.  And so that money was used to pay staff salaries and benefits (all except FICA).   Because that mon-
ey was used as it was intended we fully expect that our loan will be forgiven by the government, and those funds will become a grant that 
will not need to be repaid.    
 
Third, because of your generosity, because of the PPP money, and because your Council and staff have been very conservative with 
expenses, we have been able to accumulate a significant balance in our General Fund which should be able to cover any short-falls we 
may experience in the months ahead – especially if our giving continues at its current rate. In short, at the end of July, we are financially 
in a better shape than we anticipated when the COVID-19 virus began.  Please know that we will continue to monitor our expenses and 
income – and make any necessary adjustments. Fourth, as you know Thrivent Financial allowed us to make just interest payments on 
our loan for four months.   We will now resume making our monthly mortgage payments in August.  We are grateful for all of you who 
have continued to support our Building Fund even as we were between Capital Campaigns.   We are so grateful that we have money in 
hand to pay our next two payments – and by then, we hope that our new Capital Campaign “Ready to Celebrate, Free to Dream” will be 
generating the funds needed to sustain our monthly payments until we are able to pay off our loan in February of 2022.   If you haven’t 
already returned your “Ready to Celebrate, Free to Dream” pledge card – we encourage you to do so as soon as you can.   You can 
drop your card off at church on Wednesday evenings from 4:30-5:30pm, or you can mail it to the church, or you can make your “pledge” 
online by visiting our website. Finally, as was shared last month, here is some important information for you to know as you consider 
your charitable contributions in 2020: 
 
“The CARES Act suspends the 60 percent adjusted gross income limitation for individuals’ charitable contributions for the 
year 2020. 
 
In a typical year, individuals can only take a charitable deduction of up to 60 percent of their adjusted gross income, no 
matter how much they give. For 2020, there is no limit, making cash contributions fully deductible.  
Itemizing donors, that either have large pledges outstanding or contemplating large gifts to a charitable organization 
should consider making those gifts in the 2020 Tax Year. Many donors of charitable organizations have been limited in 
their ability to fully deduct their charitable contributions in the past. The CARES Act removes the 60% cap on charitable 
deductions of their adjusted gross income. This expansion of the charitable deduction, for now, ends on December 31, 
2020. For example: A donor has been contemplating a large gift to a ministry. The donor’s accountant has been advising 
the donor to remember the cap on charitable deduction of 60% of adjusted gross income. The CARES Act allows the 
donor to make the gift to a ministry, in 2020, and fully deduct the contribution. Also… Most taxpayers take advantage 
of the standard deduction when they are filing their Federal Tax Returns. The CARES Act provides an additional 
charitable deduction on top of the standard deduction for these taxpayers . 
 
Taxpayers who do not itemize their deductions can take a one -time deduction of up to $300 for gifts made to charitable 
organizations. The deduction is ONLY for gifts of cash made in calendar year 2020.  
Please remember that you can financially support our ministry together online via our website; or by contacting Aleah, our Financial Ad-
ministrator.  She can help you set up a one-time or reoccurring checking, savings, or credit card withdrawal.  You can also mail in your 
contributions, or you can drop them off at the church on Wednesdays between 4:30 and 5:30pm.   Again, whatever gift, large or small, 
please know that your financial support is deeply and sincerely appreciated. 
 
Blessings, Pastor Dave 

Treasurer's Report 
     
                                                          Monthly Income                  Monthly Expenses           Balance 
       
General Fund June 2020                    $35,798.32                 $8,647.89           $ 83,683.14 
General Fund 2019 Monthly Avg.       $38,400.76                 $38,266.95   
       
Building Fund June 2020                    $8,469.35                  $781.09           $ 23,531.43 
       
1. The General Fund had $27,150.43 more in income than expenses during June, 2020.  
2. We maintain a positive balance in the Building Fund. Mortgage payments are ordinarily $9,587 monthly; we are currently paying interest only at 

4.5%. Loan matures 02-01-   
3.    Our large balance in the General Fund is due to the fact that we have been paying pretty much all of our Salary and Benefits out of the PPP  
        Money  we received.  The PPP money is has enabled us to build up our balance to help offset any shortfalls we might occur moving forward.   
        We continue to be grateful for the generosity of the members and friends of St. John's.   
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Meditation Area 
It’s been great to hear from a number of you that you are finding our Meditation Area a quiet and peaceful place to pray and to be 
still.  Thanks to Duane Sprague of our Property Team, we now have a “prayer guide” holder.  When it is deemed safe, we will be 
providing a “prayer guide’ sheet  that will include Scripture readings and prayers for you to use.    

Church office  
The church office will continue to be closed.  The state health department guidelines at this time state that “staff who are able to work 
from home should work from home.”  Therefore, the staff will continue to work from home, or work individually from their church office, 
as needed.  If we don’t see a spike of COVID cases in Minnesota, we will mostly likely open the office in September.  We will notify 
you of any changes.  Please know that if you call the church office, Andrea or Aleah will receive your calls, or you can call either of the 
pastors directly, or you can reach any of the staff via email. 

Ready to Celebrate…Free to Dream  
 
In 2001 the doors of our present sanctuary were opened, and it became the new “home” of the St. John’s community.   
Just think how this space has been a “tool” of the Holy Spirit over the last 19 years.  From worship to fellowship, from 
weddings to funerals, from baptisms to confirmations, from Bible studies to D-Way, from Vacation Bible School to Septu-
afests, from Holiday Fairs to Unity Sundays… the list goes on and on.   This space has provided us with “holy ground” 
where we not only experience the love of Jesus, but we get to “live and share that love” as well.    
 
But such a space only becomes a reality because of the commitment and financial support of a congregation.   And 
that’s what you, the people of St. John’s have done these past 19 years plus.  Month by month, you have given what 
has been need to pay the monthly installments of our mortgage.  It was a big challenge when you first started… but little 
by little, month by month, year by year, we have paid down the mortgage to where we now can see the light at the end 
of the tunnel.   
 
We now only have two more years remaining on our mortgage – only two years.    
February of 2022 is just around the corner, and what a great day that will be  
 
when we will be able to finally  “burn the mortgage” on this building.  It’s so close that we can almost smell the mortgage 
papers burning. And that’s why we are getting “ready to celebrate”.  And we are certain that you will want to be part of 
making this happen! 
 
You should have all received a pledge card in the mail.  For those who have already returned them – thank you.   For 
those of you who intend to return your card, but have not gotten around to it, we ask that you would drop it in the mail, 
drop it by on Wednesday evenings between 4:30 and 5:30pm, or go to our website and complete your pledge online.    
Remember this is an 18 month pledge, above and beyond your General Fund giving that will be solely used to pay of 
our current debt.  Whether your gift is large and small, please know that each and every gift will get us closer to reaching 
our goal of paying off our current mortgage. 
 
But there’s more --- not only are we getting “ready to celebrate” the burning of our mortgage, but these next months also 
will provide us, as a congregation,  the opportunity and “freedom to dream” of where God is leading us next.   Paying off 
our current mortgage will provide us with the freedom to consider the question:  “what next?”    Where is God leading 
us?   How is God calling us to be the church in this new “post-pandemic” world?     
 
To help us in this important work, the Church Council has hired a consultant to lead us in a visioning/strategic planning 
process that will begin this September and conclude in late spring of 2021. This visioning process will involve listening to 
God, listening to one another, and listening to our community.   There will be congregational gatherings, survey/key 
leader interviews, interviewing of community leaders – in short, lots and lots of listening.   This will not be a top-down 
strategic plan, but rather a strategic plan that comes from God through you.  By the end of the process we will have 
identified and clarified our mission/vision/core values; we will have identified ministry goals and objectives; and we will 
have a clear community embraced vision of where God is leading us. 
 
Then, and only then, once we have all that in place will we consider how our current building space either helps or hin-
ders us in carrying out that vision.  But it is our hope and prayer that by that stage of the process, having a vision in 
place that has been birthed by the Spirit from out of our congregation, we will have what we need to guide any and all 
building discussions, as well as any future staff discussions.    
 
So, as you can see, these next two years are going to be very exciting in the life of our congregation.   We are grateful 
that Carter Diers, Steve Niklaus, Diane Barkley, David Rose and Lori Hausken, together with Pastor Dave, have agreed 
to serve as the Strategic Planning Steering Team.   They will be meeting with the consultant early on in August so that 
we are ready to begin this process in September.  . 
 
Please keep them, and this process, in your prayers. 
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Prayer Concerns                                                                                                                        
During these days, we want to continue to pray for you, and for all who have health concerns or special needs, those 
who are experiencing life’s joys or difficult challenges, those who are grieving losses of all kinds. Please contact the 
church office with your prayer concerns and let us know if you would like them shared publicly, or if you would rather 
have them included in our prayers as a staff each week. We would invite you to use the following daily prayer guide in 
your own personal prayers: 
 
Sunday:   Prayers for the Sick and for their families. Prayers for healing and comfort 
Monday:  Prayers for Healthcare Workers, First Responders, all Essential Workers.  Prayers for protection and strength.                                                                                    
Tuesday: Prayers for the Vulnerable, for those with Underlying Health Concerns or Compromised Immune Systems.   
     Prayers for protection and for others to provide for their needs. 
Wednesday: Prayers for the Unemployed or whose hours have been cut. Prayers that they would receive the  
                      assistance that is available to them. 
Thursday:  Prayers for our Leaders, those who are making tough decisions.  
                   Prayers for wisdom, compassion, and empathy. 
Friday:  Prayers for students and families and for Teachers. Prayers for patience, for understanding, and for personal  
             discipline.  Prayers of thanksgiving for the gifts of technology. Prayers for all who teach – who are having to learn 
             new ways of teaching and caring for their students. 
Saturday:  Prayers for the Church – for all the baptized as we live out our calling to be the Church in new ways.   
                 Prayers for pastors, for church staffs, and for all the baptized who are learning how to live out their daily  
                 callings in new ways. Prayers for perseverance, for strength, for new ways to share the love of Jesus.  

Carpet Update 
All of the new carpet has been installed in the Sanctuary and the Gathering Area.  It looks great!  

Many Thanks!  
 

For everyone’s understanding and support as we try to navigate through these uncharted waters. 
 

For all who have been sending in their offerings, dropping off them off on Wednesdays, or using one of our 
online giving options.  Your generosity, even in the midst of these trying times, is deeply appreciated. 

 
For all who have returned their “Ready to Celebrate… Free to Dream” Capital Campaign pledge cards. 

 
To Pastor Alex and Emily Combs who have been doing all the recording and editing of our Sunday worship 

services, and for all who have shared those services with friends. 
 

To all those serving on our Mowing Teams this summer. 
 

To members of the Property Team for the repair and upkeep work they are doing on the outside of the White 
House and Garage, and as they prepare to place the Old Church Bell on our church grounds. 

 
To Mona Volden for spearheading the Food Collection, and for all who volunteered and contributed. 

 
To the members of the Moving Forward Team for handling 
       arrangements and helping out during our Parking Lot  

       Worship Services  
 

Sunset Ridge Needs 
The men at Sunset Ridge are in need of Twin Sheets and pillow cases (any color or pattern – new or used).  Also, any 
summer or fall men’s clothing is always needed.   If you have questions, please contact Mary Iverson.   Items can be de-
livered to Mary’s home, or if needed, she will come and pick them up.  Please call ahead of time.   

Food Collection 
Thanks to all who contributed food, personal items and/or money, and all who helped volunteer as we partnered with Mt. 
Olive Lutheran Church (a sister church of Holy Trinity) in caring for our brothers and sisters in need in Minneapolis.   Our 
collection in August will be Wednesday, August 19 and Thursday, August 20 from 1:00-6:00pm each day.   
Thanks to Ardis Nelson for heading up our August collection.  Please watch your email and our St. John’s Facebook page 
for details.   


