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From Pastor Dave… 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
First of all, I hope and pray that you and yours are well, and are staying safe.   This is a challenging time 
for us as a nation.   Our prayers go out to those who are serving at the front lines – our healthcare work-
ers, our first responders, those who serve in care centers and retirement homes – we pray for their safety, 
for strength to do the work they were called to do, and for their families and loved ones who, I’m sure, 
are concerned about them.   Our prayers also go out to those who have been infected – those who have 
died, those who grieve, those who are seriously ill, their families who cannot be with them, and all who 
are sick.   Our prayers go out to our government leaders and health professionals that they will make 
good decisions.  Our prayers go out to any and all who have been impacted financially through the loss of 
work and income.  Our prayers go out to teachers and all those who are now working from home and 
having to make necessary adjustments.  And our prayers go out to all of us who seek to practice social 
distancing, handwashing, staying at home, etc. for the welfare of our neighbors.  We pray for each and 
for all! 
 
So, how are you doing?  If you are like me, you may be feeling exhausted and overwhelmed.   You may be 
feeling scared or anxious.   You may be feeling lonely.   This is an emotional time for all of us.   Please 
know that Pastor Alex and I are here for you.   If you need to talk – don’t hesitate to call us or drop us an 
email.   And please know that you also can be that listening presence for someone else – so don’t hesitate 
to reach out to those around you and ask them “how are you doing?” and then simply listen. 
 
If you haven’t already heard, I want you to know that your Church Council met on Wednesday, March 
25th, via Zoom and made the decision to follow the Governor’s recommendations.  Therefore we will not 
be gathering for worship and other church functions through at least May 1st.   Rather, we will continue 
to worship together via the gift of technology.    
 
Please know, because of the Governor’s declaration, we will not be having regular office hours; but please 
know that your staff continues to work on your behalf from home, as we seek to continue tending to the 
matters of Administration, Communication, and Pastoral Care.   
 
I want you to know that ministry is happening – that people are experiencing comfort and strength 
through the worship services and other resources that we have been providing.  Here are just a few of the 
comments that people have shared… 
       “I so appreciated being able to worship with my pastors” 
       “Thank you for not forgetting us.” 
       “This was wonderful, feeds my soul.” 
       “This is needed to get through our week.  Soothing” 
      “ The last thing I have listened to before going to bed… will sleep well tonight.” 
This ministry is happening thanks to your support.   I want to thank all of you who have mailed in your 
offerings, or dropped them by the church.  Beginning this coming Wednesday, April 1st, from 4:30-5:30pm 
you will be able to drop off your offering at the church.  The Governor allows for people to take leisure 
drives and walks, and I know that many of you will want a reason to get out of the house, so we will have 
a basket just outside the front doors (or just inside the front entry if the weather is rainy).   We will prac-
tice social distancing, we will ask that people simply drive up, place their offering in the basket and then 
move.  Pastor Alex or I will be there to oversee this collection.  Please also remember that you can finan-
cially support our ministry by going to our website and using online giving.    
 
We know that some of you may not be able to give what you had hoped, or give anything at this time – 
and we want you to know that we fully understand.  For others, you may have the means to give a little 
more, and for that we would be very grateful. 
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(From Pastor Dave - continued ) 
 
As we began our recent Council meeting, I shared a few of my favorite verses from Isaiah 43.   I had listened to a 
podcast earlier that day in which one of the presenters had said that during such a time as this, we as pastors, need 
to be centered – we need to identify our theological core commitments; that is, what we hold most central when it 
comes to God.  For me Isaiah 43 is one of those passages – it speaks of God’s presence with us, and God’s love for 
us.   “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine.  When you pass through the wa-
ters, I will be with you….”  For me that it at the heart of my understanding of God, that God is a God of infinite love 
and promises to be with us always – even in times of great difficulty. 
 
When I finished, Linda Dircks shared that the night before, on a Zoom call with Bishop Jon, he had shared words of 
the Psalmist when the psalmist cries out: “How long, O Lord?  How long?”   Bishop Jon had voiced words of lament… 
words that we all can relate to, as well, words that express our deepest longings and fears. 
   
And I told the Council that we live these days in that very tension… we live these days with both lament AND with 
hope.   We live these days asking “How long?” while at the same time giving thanks for the good news that, no 
matter what, nothing can ever separate us from God’s love.   We live these days lamenting what we have lost, or are 
losing --- but we also live these days knowing that, in the words of the apostle Paul, “we do not grieve as those who 
have no hope.”   
  
So, please know that BOTH are appropriate expressions of faith – BOTH lament and hope.  Allow yourself, give your-
self permission, to give expression to both – to lament when you need to lament, and to voice and claim the hope 
we have in Christ, as well. 
 
God bless you all as we are apart, God hold you all in love, and may God grant you the peace that only God can give. 
 
Your Servant in Christ, 
Pastor Dave 

Conversation with the Pastors 
Pastor Dave will NOT be “hanging out” at McDonald’s on Thursday afternoons for the time being, but that 
doesn’t mean you can’t hang out with the Pastors.  We would love to have an opportunity to talk with you, and 
with all who join us, and process what’s going on in the world, how you are doing, and what you are thinking 
about these days (maybe what’s keeping you up at night).   We are going to host Zoom meetings.   We will share 
the Zoom meeting invite link on Facebook and through Email blasts, and we invite you to join us. 
              Pastor Alex will host on Tuesday and Thursdays from 12:30pm to 1:30pm 
              Pastor Dave will host on Wednesday’s from  8:00 - 9:00pm  and Fridays from 3:00pm to 4:00pm 
 
Let us know if you would like similar opportunities offered at other times of the day. 

 
Sunday Scripture Readings 
April 5 – Palm/Passion Sunday- Mark11:1-11; 14:3-9 and Mark’s Passion Story 
April 9 (Maundy Thursday) – Mark 14:22-42 
April 12 – Easter Sunday – Mark 16:1-8 
April 19 – Acts 1:1-14 
April 26 – Acts 3:1-10 
 

Canceled 
 Annandale Expo – April 18 
 Food For Kidz Food Packaging  
       Event – April 22nd  
 Cantata Sunday – April 26th 
  D-Way – April 15 and April 29 
 

 
Postponed 
 9th Grade Youth and Parents Meeting – 

April 22nd 
 Spring Clean up Day – April 25th 
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Gathered in Christ… Scattered to Serve  
As many of you know… our current Capital Campaign is scheduled to conclude the end of 
April.   We had plans of unveiling a new two-year Campaign to pay off the balance of our 
mortgage on March 29th with Commitment Sunday planned for May 3rd, under the 
theme:  “Ready to Celebrate, Free to Dream”.   But in light of the present pandemic, we 
have put this on hold.   We are currently checking on whether special arrangements can 
be made where, during this crisis, we might be allowed to simply pay the interest on the 

loan – but we do not have that answer yet.  So, we are asking, if you are able, to continue to support our 
Building Fund as you have in the past – to the best of your ability.  Hopefully, once we are through this crisis, 
we will be able to launch our campaign and move towards paying off our mortgage sometime in 2022.   Be-
tween now and then, we will be free to do some dreaming – prayerfully considering where God is calling us 
next.  

Endowment Committee News 
Each year we are able to provide helpful support to congregational, local and churchwide  
ministries thanks to the generosity of those who have given gifts to our Endowment Fund.   
 A gift to our Endowment Fund IS a gift that keeps on giving.   
 
Have you included the St. John’s Endowment in your estate plan?  There are a variety of  
options available to you. To learn about the many ways to make a planned gift, please  
contact the InFaith Community Foundation at 800-365-4172 (where our St. John’s Endowment is held) and they 
would be happy to explain them to you. 
 
Gifts and memorials are also another way you can support our Endowment Fund.   Please know that we are 
grateful for each and every gift given to the St. John’s Endowment – no matter the size – whether it’s through 
your estate or as a gift in memory or in honor of someone.   

Stewardship for All Seasons: Automatic Giving                                                                                               
Many people have memories of seeing the offering envelope on the kitchen table every Sunday morning  
before coming to church.  That envelope contained a check that was handwritten and sealed up to be handed  
in when the offering plate passed through the pew. Today, most Americans pay at least some of their bills  
automatically.  This happens in a variety of ways.  Some payments automatically get charged to a credit card.  
 Others are debited against a bank account.  And, there are plenty of other ways to do this. The advantages to  
the person making payments this way are normally:    

    
  Reduced worry of missing a payment 
  Help in managing cash flow 
  Less bookkeeping work 
 

Time savings of not having to write a check certainly during this time, automatic giving would provide you with 
 one last thing to think about. The church is able to help you with setting up automatic payments as well.  The  
following are how you go about doing it. We have a payment system here.  You simply fill out a form, attached 
 a voided check and we set it up for you.  Contact Aleah in the church office to get the form. 
 
On the website, you can set up an automatic credit card payment. In all of these scenarios, you can change the 
 terms at any time. We as your pastors and spouses want you to know that we use automatic giving options.   
 Pastor Dave and Diane use Simply Giving and have their offerings taken out of their Checking Account twice a  
month.   Pastor Alex and Gabbie give their offerings using their credit card.   You are invited to join us in this  
convenient and faithful way of supporting God’s mission in and through St. John’s.  This is even more  
important during this time of physical distancing when we are not gathering together for worship.   
Your faithful support of this ministry is all about making a difference in the lives of people – offering support,  
comfort and hope in a time of national crisis. 

Administrative Professional’s Day – April 22nd  
We give thanks for all administrative professionals – and for all the great work they do.  We especially give 
thanks for those who are having to work at home or under difficult situations during our current crisis.   
As a congregation we give thanks for Andrea and Aleah.  Please remember to send them a card or email,  
and thank them for all the work they do; they are vital members of our St. John’s team! 


